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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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RATEKIN’S 

SEED  HOUSE  - 1915 

Largest  Seed  House  in  the  West  • 31st  Year 
DIRECT  FROM  THE  GROWER  TO  THE  PLANTER 


EVERY  GARDENER  OR  PLANTER  SHOULD  READ  THIS  BOOK 

We  have  never  been  prepared  to  offer  such  a fine  selection  of  new  seed,  plant  and  fruit  specialties,  and  are  confident  that 
the  assortment  of  new  and  standard  varieties  herein  described  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  other  seed  firm  anywhere  in  America. 

The  Early  MAGI  QUEEN  Tomato  offered  on  front  cover  is  one  of  our  great  specialties  for  and  should  be  grown  by 

all  who  desire  the  earliest,  best  and  most  prolific  tomatoes  for  home  use  or  market  purposes  in  existence. 


Terms  and  General  Information  About  Ordering 

OUR  TERMS  ARE  STRICTLY  CASH  WITH  ORDER  S.St.r.r'i.S 

Cash  buys  the  best  of  everything.  When  cost  of  seed,  postage  and  other  necessary  expense  is  paid,  high-grade  seeds  are  sold  on 
a very  small  margin  of  profit.  It  is  not  big  profits  on  a single  order,  but  the  large  volume  of  business  we  do  that  enables  us  to 
make  you  bargain  prices  and  give  you  the  most  for  your  money. 

TR  ITY  book  win  probably  go  into  the  hands  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  people  who 

V/UIv  IVEjOr liJlIJlI-*!  1 1 are  unacfjuainted  with  us  this  question  will  naturally  arise,  and  in  answer  to  the  same  we 
take  pleasure  in  referring  you  to  the  Shenandoah  National  Bank,  the  Security  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  the  Mayor,  Postmaster, 
Adams  or  Wells-Pargo  Express  Agents,  or  any  business  house  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  in  this  city. 

\A/14AT  AA/F  F'lTARANTFF  That  ail  money  sent  to  us  for  seeds  shall  reach  us  if  sent  by  registered  letter,  post- 
W n A 1 W El  1 EilL  office  or  express  money  order,  or  bank  draft  made  payable  to  our  order,  or  your 

personal  check,  if  you  have  the  money  back  of  it  to  make- it  good.  That  your  orders  will  be  filled  promptly  and  with  care. 
Keep  a copy  of  your  order.  Sometimes  people  think  they  have  ordered  articles  which  they  have  omitted,  and  blame  us  for  not 
sending  them.  Please  be  careful  to  sign  your  name,  postolHce,  state  and  rural  route  plainly. 

AA/I I A T AA/F  PRFPAV  PO^TAf^F  ON  postage  or  express  charges  on  all  vegetable,  flower  and  other 

W rl A 1 W Ej  rlxEil  1 /AViEi  V-IIN  seeds  quoted  by  pncket,  ounce  or  pound:  one-half  pint,  pint  and 

quart,  and  guarantee  safe  delivery  at  any  postoffice  in  the  United  States.  If  such  seeds,  however,  are  to  be  sent  inside  of  a 
sack  of  heavy  field  seeds  to  go  by  express  or  freight  at  expense  of  purchaser,  you  may  deduct  at  the  rate  of  6 cents  per  pound 
from  regular  catalog  price  for  any  vegetable  or  flower  seeds  contained  in  the  order  on  which  we  prepay  postage  or  express  charges. 

F'UAPF'F^  NOT  PRFPAIO  seeds  sold  by  half  peck,  peck,  half  bushel,  bushel  or  other  than  at  pound,  pint 

^E1  AiAvaEjO  lAv.!  1 I IX Ell  m,(j  (juart  prices,  including  farm,  field  and  grass  seeds,  etc.,  are  sent  by  freight, 

express  or  parcel  post,  as  may  be  directed,  at  the  expense  of  purchaser.  Boxes,  bags  and  packing,  and  delivering  at  depot,  ex- 
press office  or  postoffice  in  good  order,  is  done  absolutely  free  by  us,  sacks  weighed  in  with  seeds. 

Opri^C  DV  PAROFI  POST  ordered  sent  by  parcel  post,  you  must  always  add  and  send  enough  more  money  to 
iJEiEiL/iJ  D1  I /Ar\.V,^l_gL.i  I VAO  I prepay  pareel  post  transportation  charges.  See  parcel  post  map  giving  zones,  also 
parcel  post  rates  on  any  given  number  of  pounds  to  different  zones  on  page  1 ; 50  Ibs.  in  one  package  is  the  limit  within  the 
second  zone  and  20  lbs.  beyond  that,  however  this  does  not  bar  one  from  sending  as  many  packages  as  they  may  elect. 

In  addition  to  parcel  post  rates  you  will  find  on  page  No.  1 and  2 freight  and  express  rates  to  numerous  points  in  dif- 
ferent states  which  will  give  you  a very  correct  idea  of  transportation  rates.  It  will  be  noticed  that  express  rates  on  shipments  of 
10  lbs.  and  upwards  are  now  as  low  to  all  points  as  parcel  post,  and  in  many  Instances,  especially  long  distances,  are  very  much 
cheaper.  Yet,  there  are  many  conveniences  in  the  parcel  post  system.  By  it  your  seeds  and  other  commodities  are  delivered  at 
your  door  where  you  have  Rural  Delivery,  and  at  your  postoffite  where  you  do  not  have  it;  thus  often  saving  a long  distance  to 
the  express  office  at  a busy  season  of  the  year. 

z rnp  VI/ ADD  ANTIN/^  thoroughly  test  all  our  seeds  and  nothing  is  sent  out  which  we  do  not  believe  to  be 

ADv-IlJ  1 W 1 llAVa  of  good,  strong  germination  and  that  will  grow  good  under  any  reasonable  conditions; 

still  crops  are  contingent  upon  so  many  conditions,  etc.,  over  which  we  have  no  control,  including  soil,  weather,  time  and  manner 
of  planting,  cultivation,  etc.,  that  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  product  and  give  no  warranty,  expressed  or  implied  as  to  de- 
scription, quality,  quantity  or  productiveness  of  any  seed  sent  out  by  us,  and  every  order  for  seeds  named  in  this  catalog  will 
be  executed  on  these  conditions  only,  and  if  the  purchaser  does  not  accept  the  seeds  on  these  terms  and  conditions  they  are  to  be 
returned  AT  ONCE.  It,  however,  must  be  plain  to  everyone  who  gives  the  matter  the  slightest  thought,  will  understand,  that  it 
is  to  our  best  Interest  to  send  out  only  such  seed  stock  as  will  not  only  grow,  but  prove  true  to  name  and  description. 

lAFI  lA/FRY  point  of  delivery  of  all  heavy  goods  is  F.  O.  B.  at  Shenandoah.  When  we  quote  a delivered  price  at 

L/CiLtl  V Enlx  1 your  station  it  means  we  prepay  the  freight  or  express  charges. 

PRFPAirA  QTATIONQ  Many  of  our  customers  live  at  poiuts  known  as  prepaid  stations,  where  there  is  no  agent. 

I In  Ell  /-VI  LI  O 1 /A.  1 IV/INO  In  guph  cases  you  should  always  send  money  enough  to  prepay  freight  charges  through  to 

such  points,  otherwise  we  will  ship  to  nearest  station  where  there  is  an  agent. 

CAJf  A f I /ADfAFDC  It  matters  not  what  you  want  in  the  seed  line,  nor  how’  large  or  small  your  order,  we  will  be  glad 
DiVi/A.l_iLi  Wl\.LIEil\.0  to  iiave  it.  and  to  hear  from  you.  Y’our  orders  will  always  have  our  prompt  and  best  attention,  and 
we  will  otherwise  try  to  serve  you  in  a manner  that  will  please  you. 

AA  APVFT  APTAFIAIFPQ  others  who  buy  vegetable  and  flower  seeds  in  bulk  to  amount  of  $5.00  or  over  are 

iVl/AKJ\.Ei  1 la/AlvLIEillEilvO  requested  to  make  out  a list  of  their  wants  and  requirements  and  send  them  in.  and  we 
will  be  glad  to  make  them  lowest  special  prices  on  large  orders.  In  short,  we  want  to  hear  from  everyone  who  receives  this 
book,  and  you  may  depend  upon  receiving  the  most  courteous  treatment. 


Ton  don’t  have  to  nse  this  order  sheet.  Ton  can  order  any  way  you  wish,  but  using  this  it  will  save  ns  both  some 
bother  and  lessen  mistakes.  Better  keep  an  exact  copy  for  future  reference.  NOTICE!  Be  sure  to  give  your  NAME  and 
ADDRESS  and  write  them  very  plainly.  BATEKIN  SEED  HOUSE. 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  WRITE  IN  THIS  SPACE. 

Number 

Filed  by 

Checked  by 

Shipped  by 


ESTABLISHED  1884 


ORDER  SHEET 

Every  Order,  Large  or  Small,  Will  Receive 
Careful  Attention 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  Shenandoah,  Iowa 

Gentlemen : Please  send  the  following  Seeds,  etc.,  by 

(State  here  if  wanted  by  Mall,  Parcel  Post,  Express  or  Freight) 


Name 


Post  Office -State 


County St.  No.,  P.  0.  Box  or  R.  F.  D.  No. 


Nearest  Railway  Station 

(State  here  name  of  town  to  which  goods  are  to  be  sent) 


Dated  this day  of 191 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  ORDERING  SEEDS  BY  MAIL 

Read  “Suggestions  to  Customers’’  on  first  Inside  cover  page  of  Catalogue.  Extra  order  sheets  and  return  envelopes 
will  be  sent  on  application. 

NOTICE — Our  terms  are  strictly  cash  with  order,  may  be  sent  by  Postoffice  Money  Order,  Express  Money  Order,  Draft, 
Check  or  Registered  Letter.  Postage  stamps  to  the  amount  of  $2.00  may  be  sent.  If  more  convenient. 

RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE. 


QUANTITY  OR 
NUMBER 

NAME  OF  SEEDS  OR  OTHER  ARTICLES  WANTED 

PRICE 

Dollars 

Cents 

Amount  carried  forward ; 

Room  for  the  rest  of  the  order  on  the  other  side. 


AMOUNT  ENCLOSED 

Dollars 

Cents 

P.  O.  Order 

Express  Order 

Bank  Draft 

Check  

Cash  

Po8tas:e  Stamps 

Total 

QUANTITY  OK 
NUMBER 

NAME  OF  SEEDS  OR  OTHER  ARTICEES  WANTED 

PRICE 

Dollars 

Cents 

0 

' 

1 

IF  YOU  GET  MORE  THAN  ONE  CATALOG  PLEASE  HAND  IT  TO  SOME  FRIEND 

We  shall  consider  it  a special  favor  if  yon  will  write  here  the  Names  and  Addresses  of  your  neighbors  who  usually 
send  for  their  seeds.  Please  do  not  write  anything  but  names  and  addresses  in  the  spaces  below. 


NAMES 


POST  OFFICE 


R.  F.  D.  No. 


STATE 


PARCELS  POST 


This  map  shows  you  where  wo  are  located  and  you  can  see  at  a glance  what  zone  yon  are  in  from  our  place,  and  by  referring 
to  the  table  below  you  can  tell  what  Parcel  Post  charges  would  be  on  Seeds  and  Merchandise  from  here  to  points  within  your  zone. 
Remember  that  a fraction  of  a pound  is  always  charged  as  a full  pound.  For  instance  17  ounces  would  be  called  2 lbs.  Here  are 
the  rates.  Read  first  inside  cover  page  for  additional  information. 


Express 


P . FROM  SHENANDOAH,  IOW.\, 

ivaces  x'o  points  named  below. 


O 

O 

4) 

O 

« 

a 

4> 

c 

o 

C 

10 

lbs. 

15 

lbs. 

100 

lbs. 

10 

lbs. 

15 

lbs. 

100 

lbs. 

O 

s 

o 

o 

tS5 

o 

S3 

o 

{S3 

Albany,  N.  Y 

$ .42 

•8  .58 

.?2.4U 

Louisville,  K.v 

.8  .33 

8 .42 

81.95 

% 

43 

43 

43 

43 

Aberdeen,  Miss 

.37 

.49 

2.40 

Lexington,  Ky 

.35 

.45 

2.10 

CO 

Akron,  Ohio 

.36 

.45 

2.14 

Montgomery,  Ala 

.40 

.53 

2.67 

Aberdeen,  S.  D 

.32 

.41 

1.84 

Macon,  Ga 

.42 

.57 

2.89 

1 

ij!  .05 

.?  .05 

8 .06 

.8  .07 

8 .08 

.?  .09 

.8  .11 

.?  .12 

Amarillo,  Tex 

.38 

.49 

2.40 

Miles  City,  Mont 

.44 

.58 

3.00 

2 

.00 

.06 

.08 

.11 

.14 

.17 

.21 

.24 

Abingdon,  Va 

.42 

.OO 

2.82 

McAllister,  Okla 

.33 

.42 

1.95 

.07 

.07 

.10 

.15 

.20 

.25 

.31 

.36 

Atlanta,  Ga 

141 

.54 

2.70 

Manti,  Utah | 

.52 

.71 

3.87 

4 

.0.8 

.08 

.12 

.19 

.26 

.33 

.41 

.48 

American  Falls,  Ida... 

.25 

.29 

4.05 

Madison,  IVis 

.32 

.40 

l.SO 

.09 

.09 

.14 

.23 

.32 

.41 

.51 

.60 

Bingham,  Utah 

.55 

.72 

3.94 

New  Madrid,  Mo 

.27 

.33 

2.03 

C 

.10 

.10 

.10 

.27 

.38 

.49 

.01 

.72 

Butte,  Mont 

.56 

.77 

4.24 

New  York,  N.  Y 

.43 

.57 

2.93 

7 

.11 

.11 

.18 

.31 

.44 

.57 

.71 

.84 

Boston,  Mass 

.45 

.59 

3.08 

New  Orleans,  La 

.44 

.58 

3.00 

s 

.12 

.12 

.20 

.,35 

.50 

.05 

.81 

.96 

Beatrice,  Nebr 

‘>5 

.26 

.87 

New  Haven,  Colo 

.42 

.57 

2.89 

.13 

.13 

.39 

.50 

.73 

.91 

1.08 

Buffalo,  N.  Y 

.37 

.48 

2.33 

Nashville,  Tenn 

.36 

.45 

2.18 

10 

.14 

.14 

.24 

.43 

.02 

.81 

1.01 

1.20 

Binghamton,  N.  1".  ... 

.41 

.54 

2.70 

Okolona,  Miss 

.37 

.48 

2.33 

11 

.1.0 

.15 

.26 

.47 

.08 

.89 

1.11 

1.32 

- Baltimore,  Md 

.41 

.54 

2.70 

Omaha,  Nebr 

.25 

.25 

.68 

12 

.16 

.16 

.28 

.51 

.74 

.97 

1.21 

1.44 

Birmingham,  Ala 

.39 

.57 

2.48 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.. 

.32 

.41 

1.69 

13 

.17 

.17 

.30 

.55 

.80 

1.05 

1..31 

1,56 

Bridgeport,  Conn 

.42 

..54 

2.78 

Ogden,  LItah 

..50 

..58 

3.64 

14 

.18 

.18 

..32 

.50 

.80 

1.13 

1.41 

1.08 

Boulder,  Colo 

.,3S 

.49 

2.40 

Portland,  Oreg 

.75 

1.05 

6.15 

15 

.19 

.19 

.34 

.63 

.92 

1.21 

1.51 

1.80 

Boise,  Idaho 

.63 

.SS 

4.99 

Pittsburg,  Penn 

.36 

.48 

2.29 

16 

.20 

.20 

..36 

.67 

.98 

1.29 

1.61 

1.92 

Chicago,  ■ 111 

.30 

.39 

1.68 

Philadelphia,  I’enn.  ... 

. .40 

.52 

2.03 

17 

.21 

.21 

.38 

.71 

1.04 

1..37 

1.71 

2.04 

Ciaro,  111 

.31 

..36 

1.68 

Providence,  R.  I 

.44 

.58 

3.00 

18 

.22 

.40 

.75 

1.10 

1.45 

1.81 

2.16 

Corinth,  Miss 

.37 

.48 

2.33 

I’arsons,  Kans 

.26 

.31 

1.20 

19 

.23 

.23 

.42 

.79 

1.16 

1.5.3 

1.91 

2.28 

C.imeron,  Mo 

.29 

..34 

.87 

Phoenix,  Ariz 

.6.3 

.86 

4.88 

20 

.24 

.24 

.14 

.83 

1.22 

1.01 

2.01 

2.40 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

.34 

.4.3 

2.03 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark 

..36 

.47 

2.25 

21 

.2.0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

.35 

.45 

2.14 

Pueblo,  Colo 1 

..37 

.48 

2.40 

22 

.26 

.26 

Chamberlain,  S.  D.  ... 

.30 

..39 

1.20 

Peoria,  111 ' 

.29 

..36 

1.68 

23 

.27 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  . . . 

..36 

.48 

2.29 

Pierre,  S.  D 

..32 

.41 

1.84 

24 

.28 

.28 

Cheyenne,  Wyo 

.36 

.47 

2.25 

Parkersburg,  IV.  Va... 

.36 

.45 

2.18 

2.0 

.20 

.20 

Davton,  Ohio 

.35 

.45 

2.03 

Rochester,  N.  Y 

.39 

.50 

2.48 

26 

.30 

.30 

Dodge  City,  Kaus 

..30 

.39 

1.69 

Rawlins,  Wyo 

.43 

.i)7 

2.93 

27 

.31 

.31 

, 

Detroit,  Mich 

.35 

.45 

9.  99. 

Scranton,  Penn 

.40 

.52 

2.63 

28 

..32 

.32 

« 

Denver,  Colo 

..37 

.48 

2.25 

Sioux  Palls,  S.  D 

.26 

.31 

1.20 

29 

.33 

.33 

Deadwood,  S.  D 

.38 

.49 

2.40 

Selma,  Ala 

.39 

.52 

2..59 

30 

.34 

.34 

Dallas,  Tex 

.36 

.47 

2.25 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

.70 

1.07 

6.27 

31 

.3.0 

.35 

Enid,  Okla 

.30 

.3!) 

1.69 

Savannah,  Ga 

.45 

.61 

.3.19 

32 

.36 

.36 

Fargo,  N.  I) 

.33 

.42 

1.95 

Shreveport,  La 

.44 

.58 

2.14 

33 

..’»T 

.37 

Faribault,  Minn 

..36 

1.99 

St.  Paul,  Minn 

.2!) 

.36 

1..50 

34 

.38 

.38 

Fall  River,  Mass 

.44 

.58 

3.00 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

.30 

..37 

1.62 

3.0 

.39 

.39 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind 

.32 

.41 

1.84 

Springfield,  Mass 

.30 

.39 

3.00 

30 

.40 

.40 

Ft.  Scott,  Kan 

.27 

.33 

.68 

S|)okane,  Wash 

.67 

.!I3 

5.37 

37 

.41 

.41 

Galesburg,  111,  

07 

.33 

1.62 

Seattle,  5Vash 

.74 

1.03 

6.00 

38 

.42 

.42 

Grand  Island,  Nebr.... 

.26 

.31 

1.20 

Terre  Haute,  Ind 

..31 

.39 

1.84 

39 

.43 

.43 

Grand  Porks,  N.  1).... 

.36 

.47 

2.25 

Topeka,  Kans 

.25 

.25 

1.35 

40 

.44 

.44 

Guthrie,  Okla 

..32 

.41 

1.84 

Texarkana,  Ark 

.38 

.49 

2.40 

41 

.4.5 

.45 

Huron,  S.  Dak 

..30 

.39 

1.69 

Toledo,  Oliio 

.33 

.42 

1.95 

42 

.40 

.46 

Helena,  Mont 

.56 

. ( t 

4.24 

Tulsa,  Okla 

.29 

..36 

1.50 

43 

.47 

.47 

Hastings,  Nebr 

.26 

..31 

1.20 

Valparaiso,  Ind 

.30 

.39 

1.69 

44 

.48 

.48 

Henderson,  Kv 

.32 

.41 

2.40 

AVichita,  Kans 

.-7 

..33 

1.35 

4.0 

.49 

.49 

Helena,  Ark 

..37 

.4.S 

2.33 

AVilmiugton,  Del 

.42 

.54 

2.78 

46 

..oO 

.50 

Henrietta,  Tex 

..36 

.47 

*> 

M’ilmington,  N.  C 

.49 

.66 

.3.53 

47 

.51 

.51 

.lacksonville,  HI 

.li!) 

.36 

1.68 

AVheatland,  AVvo 

.36 

.47 

2 *^5 

48 

.•"2 

.52 

.Fackson,  Tenh 

.45 

2.14 

Des  Moines,  I.a 

.29 

L05 

49 

.53 

.5.3 

Kansas  Cilv,  .Mo 

.2^1 

.34 

.87 

Richmond,  Va '. 

.43 

.57 

2.93 

r>o 

.54 

.5)4 

liafayette,  Ind 

.32 

.41 

1.84 

2 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


FREIGHT  CHARGES  MUCH  LESS  THAN  YOU  EXPECT 


Throngb  a great  bug-a-boo  and  misunderstanding  about  the  cost  of  transportation  charges,  largely  due  to  misrepresentations 
by  those  who  would  prevent  you  from  taking  advantage  of  ordering  your  seeds  direct  from  the  grower,  we  want  you  to  know  that 
the  freight  charges  should  not  cause  you  any  uneasiness. 

Whether  you  buy  from  us,  your  home  dealer  or  elsewhere  YOU  PAY  THE  FREIGHT.  The  only  difference  is  the  dealer  in- 
cludes it  in  the  selling  price;  also  includes  a good  round  profit  on  it,  which  you  can  save  and  otherwise  get  the  benefit  of  by  send- 
ing your  order  direct  to  ns.  THE  FREIGHT  RATE  IS  THE  SAME  TO  HIM  AS  TO  YOU.  Thus  you  save  the  exorbitant  profit, 
both  on  first  cost  and  freight,  and  have  the  assurance  of  getting  new,  fresh  seeds  direct  from  the  grower. 

Raf-ae  HrtTAr  Pi 'Jilsed  on  a minimum  charge  and  on  the  basis  of  so  much  per  hundred 

r relgni  Ixaies.  now  lO  r Igure  Jiounds.  a minimum  rate  or  charge  is  the  least  amount  for  which  a raiiroad  will 

haul  a freight  shipment,  no  matter  how  small  or  short  the  distance.  This  I'ate  varies  from  2o  cents  over  each  railroad  to  40  cents, 
but  where  a shipment  consists  of  enough  to  absorb  the  minimum  rate  into  the  lUO-pound  rate  the  shipment  will  take  the  through 
100-pound  rate.  For  this  reason  and  in  order  to  obtain  the  cheapest  and  lowest  classification  a freight  shipment  should  always 
weigh  at  least  100  pounds.  Less  shipments  will  usually  go  on  a basis  of  minimum  charge. 

Fvr»i*«»cc  Raffle  ainri  r'Kapcriac express  system  is  quick  and  economical  when  the  weight  is  under  twenty-five  pounds, 
allU  <OIl<irgC»an(j  some  cases  even  as  much  as  fifty  or  sixty  pounds.  Any  express  office  in  the 
United  States  on  a railroad  can  be  reached  from  Shenandoah  within  sixty  hours  and  less  from  time  shipment  is  started,  and  if 
yon  are  in  a hurry  and  shipment  is  small  the  express  system  is  the  best  to  ship  by.  On  a shipment  based  on  twenty-five  pounds  at 
special  seed  rate  varies  from  30  cents  to  75  cents,  dependent  on  distance.  Larger  shipments  according  to  weight. 

LIST  OF  FREIGHT  RATES  FROM  SHENANDOAH,  lOIVA,  PER  100  POUNDS  AT  THIS  DATE  TO  POINTS  N.YMED  BELOW. 


ALABAMA. 
Biriningham  . .$0.54 
Montgomery  . 
Fruitdale  .... 

Mobile  

Tuscaloosa  ... 

Decatur  

Selma  

ARIZONA 

Phoenix  

Prescott  

ARKANSAS. 

Hoxie  

Hope  

Fort  Smith  .. 
Parragould  . . 
Blythedale  .... 

Brinkley  

Stuttgart  

Little  Rock  . . 

Pine  Bluff  . . . 

Helena  

Bentonville  . . 
Arkaus.as  City 
Texarkana  . . . 
Fayetteville  . . 

De  Vails  Bluff 
Siloam  Springs 
De  Queen 
Ashdown 

CALIFORNIA. 


.54 

.57 

.47 

.54 

.54 

.55 

2..30 

2.30 

.63 

1.06 

.69 

.70 

.,.70 


.76 

.65 

.76 

.67 

.50 

.60 

.89 

.55 

.60 

50 

.86 

.86 


Los  Angeles 
Sacramento  .. 
San  Ifrancisco 

San  Jose 

Redding  

COLORADO. 

Denver  

Greeley  

Pueblo  

Kit  Carson.. 
Trinidad  . . . 
Leadville  . . . 
Ft.  Morgan . . 

Holyoke  

Boulder  

Brush  


CONNECTICUT 


1.40 

1.00 

1.40 

1.40 

1.65 

.74 

.75 

.75 

.75 

.75 

1.40 

.74 

.73 

.74 

.74 


Bridgeport  ... 

.65 

Hartford  

.(jO 

New  Milford... 

.65 

Litchfield  

.05 

New  Haven 

.05 

Waterbury  ... 

.bo 

CANADA. 

Chatham  

.50 

Bothwell  

.50 

St.  Thomas.... 

.50 

Toronto  

..50 

Montreal  

[.02 

Quebec  

.68 

London  

.49 

DELAWARE. 

Dover  

.62 

Farmington 

.62 

Newark  

.(iO 

Wilmington  .. 

.60 

GEORGIA. 

Atlanta  

.54 

Brunswick  .... 

.55 

Savannah  

..55 

Jlacou  

.56 

IDAHO. 

American  Palls 

1.50 

Boise  

1.80 

Spencer  

1,4b 

ILLINOIS. 

Ceutralia  $0.34 

Canton  30 

Chicago  32 

Aurora  32 

Bushnell  27 

Beardstown  ...  .27 

Galesburg  27 

Galva  30 

Litchfield  34 

Monmouth  27 

Ottawa  32 

Peoria  30 

Quincy  27 

Rock  Island...  .27 

Savanna  27 

Carthage  27 

Decatur  30 

Champaign  ...  .32 

Carmi  42 

McLeansboro  . .40 

Sidell  40 

Gluey  42 

Cairo  49 

Murfressboro  . .47 

Bloomington  ..  .32 

I’axton  38 

Jacksonville  ...  .30 

Springfield  . . . ..30 

INDLYNA. 

Effner  39 

Adams  48 

.Ylbany  40 

Ft.  Wayne 43 

Indianapolis  ..  .41 

New  Albany...  .42 
Terre  Haute...  .38 
Huntington  . . .42 

Vincennes  37 

North  Vernon.  .41 

Muncie  42 

Lafayette  40 

Evansville  45 

.Martinsville  ...  .45 

Greencastle  . . . .42 

Valparaiso  43 

Frankfort  41 

Michigan  City.  .44 

Goshen  43 

IOWA. 

Hamburg  08 

Carson  10 

Clarinda  08 

Cuml)erland  . . .13 

Council  Bluffs.  .10 

Chariton  14 

Clinton  27 

Creston  11 

Albia  16 

Burlington  22 

Des  Moines  . . . .16 

Griswold  09 

Ilumestou  13 

Ottumwa  17 

Sioux  City 19 

Manning  25 

Coon  Rapids...  .2(> 

Tama  34 

Oskaloosa  IS 

Marshalltown  . .22 

Hampton  .....  .25 

Storm  Lake  . . . ..3(1 

Cedar  Rapids..  ..3.S 
Rockwell  City.  .26 

Spencer  31 

Spirit  Lake 32 

Jefferson  24 

Sac  City 2.S 

Davenport  27 

Dnbnque  27 

Emniettshurg  . .32 


KANSAS. 

Concordia 
xVtchisou 


$0.39 

.20 


Ft.  Scott 

.32 

Gt.  Bend 

.63 

Leaven  wo  rtli  . 

.20 

Beloit  

.49 

Parsons  

.32 

IViehlta  

.55 

Newton  

.51 

Topeka  

..30 

Manhattan  .... 

.38 

Emporia  

.43 

IVinfield  

.60 

Oberlin  

.60 

Dodge  City 

.51 

Garden  City... 

.05 

Olathe  

.32 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville  

.42 

Madisonville  .. 

.48 

Hopkinsville  .. 

.44 

Gracey  

.44 

Hematite  

.47 

Greenbrier  .... 

.49 

Beatrice  

.32 

Oweusburg  . . . 

.42 

Russellville  . . . 

.50 

Bowling  Green. 

.51 

Lexington  

.50 

Lebanon  

.50 

1‘embroke  .... 

.49 

Paducah  

Owensville  . . . 

,55 

Hickman  

.00 

Henderson  

.52 

Cv'iithiana  

..52 

Ashland  

.52 

LOUISIANA. 

Shreveport  .... 

.98 

Pearl  River... 

1,06 

New  Orleans.. . 

.92 

MARYLnlND. 

Baltimore  .... 

.59 

Cumberland  . . 

.59 

MICHIGAN. 

Jackson  

.54 

Adrian  

.48 

Bay  City 

.48 

Detroit  

.48 

Grand  Rapids. 

.48 

Kalamazoo 

.48 

lainsing  

.48 

Ann  Arbor  ... 

.48 

Brown  City... 

.51 

Chippewa  .... 

,53 

Emmett  

.49 

Manisteque  . . . 

.0< 

Cadillac  

.52 

MINNESOTA 

St  Charles 

.32 

Rochester  

.32 

Wauseka  

.32 

St.  Paul 

.32 

Blue  Earth.... 

.32 

Fiiinnout  

.32 

Fairbault  

.32 

Duluth  

.32 

MISSISSIP 
Corinth  . . . 
Tupelo 
Aberdeen  . 
Jleridan  . . 

( ikolona  . . 
Artesia  . . . 
Starkvllle.  . 


PI. 

.95 

.97 

1.01 

.97 

1.00 

1.01 

1.01 


MISSOURI. 

Delta  $0.52 

Dexter  .... 

New  Madrid 
Malden  .... 
Carrolton  , . 
Cameron  . . . 

Kansas  City 

Laclede  

Maywood  . . 

Napier  

St.  Joseph,. 

Osborn  .... 

St.  Louis... 
Hannibal  . . 
Brunswick  . 
Boonville  . . 
Moberly  . . . 
Kirksville  . 

West  Plains 
Maryville  . . 
Higginsville 
Neosho  .... 

Eve  

MONTAN.V. 
Miles  City 
Livingston 
Butte  .... 

Helena  . . . 


1.62 
.56 
.65 
.20 
.20 
.20 
.27 
.27 
.15 
.15 
.20 
.27 
.27 
.20 
.40 
.27 
.27 
.47 
.15 
.40 
.45 
.45 

1.48 
1.59 
1.63 
1.63 

auv  S .S-A  C HU  SET  T S 

Fall  River 6.5 

Springfield 65 

Worcester  65 

Boston  65 

NEBRASKA. 

Chester  37 

Culbertson 63 

Columbus  30 

Alliance  74 

Beatrice  32 

Ashland  21 

Broken  Bow...  .56 

Edgar  p 

Fairmont  34 

Grand  Island..  .39 

Holdredge  54 

Hastings  39 

Kearney  46 

Lincoln  24 

Omaha  15 

Norfolk  32 

Superior  40 

Tecumseh 

Wymoro  32 

York  34 

Freemont  24 

NEW  YORK. 

Rochester  58 

Churchville  ...  .58 

Syracuse  61 

Utica  63 

Rotterdam  ^ Jet.  .64 

Cornwall 66 

New  York  City  .66 

Mohawk  63 

Troy  60 

Buffalo  49 

Albany  , .60 

Poughkeepsie  . .62 

Binghamptou  . .61 

N.  CAROLINA. 

Charlotte  05 

Fayetteville  . . . .59 

M'ashingtou  ..  .6o 

■Wilmington  ...  .60 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 
Fergus  Falls  . . .55 

Fargo  59 

Bismark  81 

Grand  Forks  . . .65 


OHIO. 

Chillicothe  . . . 
Cincinnati  ... 
Cleveland  .... 
Columbus  .... 

Dayton  

Defiance  

Lima  

I’ortsmouth  . . 

Toledo  

Xenia  

Youngstown  . 

Eldorado  

Newark  

East  Mandate. 
5'ersailles  .... 

I’ickway  

Washington, 

C.  H 

Blufftou  

Ironton  

Savona  

Canton  

Zanesville  .... 
Sandusky  .... 

Akron  

Troy  

OKL.AHOM.A. 

Vinita  

Wagoner  . 
Muskogee 
Mc.Yllister 
Bartlesville 

Osage  

Tupelo  

Guthrie  . . . 

Atoka  

Oklahoma  City 

Tulsa  

Okmulgee  .... 

Chickasha  

Enid  

Hugo  

Howe  

OREGON 

Portland  

Salem  


PENN  SYLVANI.A. . 


Pittsburg 
Johnstown  . 
Weverton  . . 
Philadelphia 
Bedford  . . . 

Erie  

Gettysburg 
Scranton  . . . 
Blairsville  . 
Lewisburg 


RHODE  I.SLAND. 


I’rovidence 
Woonsocket 
SOUTH  D.YK 
Aljerdeeu  . . 
Armour  .... 

Canton  

Gettysburg 
Chamberlain 
Vermillion 
Yankton  .. 
Sioux  Palls 

Huron  

Watertown 

Pierre  

Dead  wood 
Radic  City. 

TENNESSE 
Princeton  Jet. 

Pond  

Bear  Springs. 
Tenn.  Ridge.  . 


,$0.48 

.45 

.47 

.45 

.42 

.44 

.45 

.46 

.45 

.45 

.48 

.42 

.47 

.50 

.52 

.53 


.82 

1.09 

.82 

1.40 

2.05 


.50 

.54 

.59 

.60 

.59 

.50 

.59 

.60 

.59 

.59 


.65 
05 
OTA. 
.56 


.49 

.52 

.60 

.55 

.49 

.39 

.32 

.48 

.45 

.60 

1.32 

1.28 

\47 

.51 

.45 

.51 


Milan  $0.45 

Nashville  42 

Memphis  39 

Gallatin  50 

Hartsville 51 

Frankfort  48 

Maysville  49 

Paris  54 

Union  City 74 

Jackson  89 

TEXAS. 

Dennison  l-lo 

St.  Joe 1.16 

Jlinneota  1-15 

Dallas  1-16 

Lieuton  l-lo 

Ft.  Scott 1-15 

Hillsboro  l-2o 

Temple  1-22 

Georgetown  . . . 1.22 

Austin  1-22 

San  Antonio  . . 1.2a 

Galveston  1-22 

Fayetteville  . . . 1.22 

Houston  1-22 

Cisco  1-2“ 

Henrietta  1-22 

Brownwood  ...  l.lo 

Waco  1-22 

Harris  1-16 

Corsicana  1.15 

San  Angelo  . . . l.lo 

Abellne  1-16 

Amarillo  1-22 

Dublin  1.16 

Pallinger  1.15 

Paris  1-15 

Stevensville  . . . 1.15 

Beaumont  1.22 

UTAH. 

Ogden  1.55 

Salt  Lake  City  1.55 

Manti  1-70 

Biugham  1-55 

VIRGINLA. 

Abingdon  67 

Lyncliluirg 59 

Richmond 59 

Clarksville 67 

Virginia  City..  .55 
WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Clarksburg 51 

Itichmond 59 

Grafton  52 

Deer  Park 59 

Parkersburg  ..  -50 

WISCONSIN 

Beloit  32 

Madison 3- 

Chippewa  Palls  .4i 
Prairie  Du 

Chien  32 

La  Crosse 32 

Manitowoc 32 

Milwaukee  32 

Wausau  32 

WYOMING. 

Cheyenue  75 

Evanston  1.55 

Rawlius  1.55 

Laramie  1-55 

M'heatlaud  ....  1.70 
WASHINGTON. 

Tacoma  2.61 

Spokaue  2.46 

Pasco  2.64 

Seattle  2.61 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


3 


PLANT  HATEKIN'S 

RELIABLE  SEEDS 


Asparagus 


Bonvallet’s  Giant 


Palmetto 


CULTUKK. — Tbe  seed  liefore  sowing  should  Ijc  well  soaked  in  water. 
8ow  in  tile  early  Si)ring  in  drills  2 to  3 feet  apart,  seattering  about  1 inch 
aiKirt  in  the  dribs.  Cover  witli  1 inch  of  soil,  cultivate  freely.  One  ounce  will 
produce  about  400  plants;  4 to  b pounds  to  tlie  acre.  The  followdug  Spring  set 
out  the  roots  to  a permanent  bed,  in  rows  4 to  5 feet  apart,  18  inches  apart  in 
the  rows.  Cover  with  2 inches  of  soil. 

WE  SUPPLY  BOTH  SEEDS  AND  ROOTS 

Tlie  (luickest  yielding  (a  year  ahead  of  seed  of 
other  .sorts),  he.-iviest  producing,  finest  quality 
and  most  disease-resisting  of  any  variety.  Market  gardeners  are  discarding 
other  well  known  sorts  in  favor  of  this  variety.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c; 

% lb.,  4t)c-;  lb.,  i;;i.35. 

Columbian  Mammoth  White  SrooV“umsfdm 

valuahle  variety.  The  shoots  remain  white,  without  earthing  or  artificial 
blanching,  as  long  as  fit  for  use.  PRICPl:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  20c;  lb., 
tiOc,  postpaid. 

(PriT-i f'rklrkccnl  ^ standard  sort,  color  deep  green,  quality  first- 

class,  spreads  less  than  other  sorts.  Yields  from 
15  to  30  sprouts  from  a single  plant.  PRICE:  P’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  20c; 
lb.,  50c. 

Mammoth  in  size,  even  and  regular  in  growth  and  appearance.  Usually  ready  for  market  before  other  varieties. 
PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  20c;  lb.,  60c. 


Asparagus  Roots 

By  far  the  most  satisfactory  way  lo  obtain  an  asparagus  bed  quick,  is  to  set  out  the  roots.  It  takes  3 years  to  secure  a 

bell  from  seed,  but  witli  large,,  strong  roots  sui'h  as  we  supply,  a bearing  bed  may  be  had  in  one  year. 

Asparagus  Boots  thrive  best  in  soil  exceptionally  rich  and  mellow  and  supplied  with  a liberal  amount  of  humus.  A simple 
way  to  start  the  asparagus  bed  is  to  plow  furrows  7 inches  deep  and  .3  to  4 feet  sipart,  according  to  the  richness  of  the  soil,  then 
■set  the  plants,  which  shottld  be  at  least  one  year  old  (two-.vear-old  are  better),  in  tbe  trench,  allowing  12  to  18  Inches  between 
them;  spread  the  roots  out  well  and  cover  with  two  inches  of  soil.  After  cultivation,  gradually  fill  up  the  trench,  eventually 
burying  the  crowns  of  tlie  plants  to  a depth  of  6 inches. 

Cultivate  shallow  and  frequently  the  first  season  and  as  soon  as  the  stalks  are  dead  in  the  fall,  remove  them  and  cultivate 
Ihe  entire  surface  of  the  bed  to  a depth  of  4 inches,  then  very  early  in  the  spring  to  a depth  of  3 inches  aud  again  the  latter  part 
of  .luue,  working  into  the  soil  at  this  time  a liberal  supply  of  decomposed  stable  manure. 

We  send  Asparagus  Roots  by  express  at  purchaser's  expense.  If  wanted  by  mail  add  for  postage  as  noted  below.  It  is  best 
to  send  by  express  by  which  method  they  will  arrive  in  first  class  grow’iug  condition.  We  offer  large,  strong  roots,  which  produce 

the  most  satisfactory  results.  Roots  are  put  up  in  buuches  of  25  each. 

PRICES. 

Barr’s  .Mammoth.  Barge,  green  stalks.  I’er  400,  $1.00,  (postjiaid.  $1.50). 

Bonvallet’s  Giant.  I’or  100.  $1.00.  (|)ostpaid,  $1..50)  ; per  lOuil,  ,$8.50. 

Columbian  .Mammoth  White.  Per  100,  $1.00,  (postpaid,  .$1.40)  ; per  1000,  $7. .50. 

Conover’s  Colossal.  I’er  100,  75c,  (postpaid,  $1.15);  per  1000,  $6.00. 

Erench  Giant  Argenteuil.  Stalks  purple,  tender  and  crisp.  I’er  100,  $1.00,  ((lostpaid,  $1.40). 

Palmetto.  Per  100,  75c,  (postpaid,  $1.15)  ; per  1000,  $6.00. 


Artichoke 


This  vegetable  is  a great  delicacy,  highly  valued  in  all  parts,  also  one  of  (he  most  lO'ominent  table  vegetables  in  (his  country. 
The  scales  and  bottom  of  the  Mower  are  eaten  either  boiled  or  raw,  as  a salad.  The  young  suckers  are  sometimes  tied  together 
and  blanched  and  served  in  tlie  same  manner  as  asparagus.  The  |)laiits  thrive  best  in  deep,  rich  soil,  where  water  will  not  lodge 
about  them  during  winter.  I’lants  are  set  in  rows  throe  feet  apart  and  two  to  three  feet  apart  in  the  row.  The  crowns  should  be 
covered  with  coal  ashes  in  the  winter  to  shed  the  water,  and  over  tiiese  a good  covering  of  leaves,  held  in  place  by  a little  earth 
or  litter.  When  sjiring  arrives  remove  the  leaves,  but  do  not  disturb  the  coal  aslies  until  signs  of  growth  appear,  after  which  the 
ashes  should  be  sjiread  out  over  the  ground.  Seeds  may  he  sown  in  the  hotbed  same  as  the  tomato  and  transplanted  in  May.  It 
makes  a good  growth  (he  first  year  and  some  Mowers  may  be  had  in  Seiitember,  but  the  second  year  all  plants  will  Mower  and 
continue  to  do  so  for  .years. 


Large  Green  Globe  variety  fiuj^  general  use,  buds  large,  scales  green;  very  thick  and  Meshy.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  10c 

For  Artichoke  Roots,  the  great  Hog  h’atteuer  and  corn  saver,  see  farm  seeds. 


Brussels  Sprouts 

Brussels  Siirouts  arc  highly  valued  in  .all  European  countries,  but  are  not  generally  known  here.  Thousands  and  thousands 
of  native  born  Americans  have  never  tried  them  aud  do  not  know  what  palatable  and  nutritious  vegetables  they  are.  They  should 
be  in  every  garden. 

Culture  same  as  for  early  or  late  i-abbage,  (le)iending  on  whether  an  early  or  late  crop  is  desired,  with  the  exception  that  the 
seed  should  be  sown  a few  days  earlier'and  when  the  iilants  are  planted  out  they  should  be  set  15  in.  apart  in  rows  2 ft.  apart. 
1 oz.  will  sow  200  ft.  of  drill. 


J r).,Ar-,rf  stem  which  usually  grows  from  20  inches  to  2 feet  in  height,  is  covered  with  “miniature  cabbages’’ 

linprOVea  lywari  winch  may  lie  Ijoiled  like  cabhage  or  cooked  in  cream  like  cauliMower.  They  are  by  all  means  the 
most  delicious  and  delicately  flavored  of  the  cabbage  family.  On  this  variety  the  heads  grow  very  closely  and  its  quality  is  the 
finest.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c;  lb.,  45c;  lb.,  $1..50,  postpaid. 


Dalkeith  or  Perfection 


Plants  are  of  dwarf  growth  and  stems  are  thickly  set  with  large,  solid 
is  very  hard.v  and  even  during  qnite  severe  weather,  the  [ilants  maintain 
the  flavor  aud  quality  is  much  improved  by  frost.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  20c;  % lb.,  55c;  lb..  $1.75,  postpaid. 


sprouts.  This  variety 
their  sprouts;  in  fact 


Bore  Cole — See  Kale 

Pkt.,  .5c;  oz.,  25c, 


Growth  and  habit  like  the  cauliflower,  except  that  it  is  more  hardy,  and  the  heads  are  not  .is 
compact.  Is  of  special  value  in  the  North.  Cultivate  and  use  the  same  as  <-auliflower,  PRICE: 
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Ratekin’s  Bush  or  Snap  Beaits—Greeu  Podded 


Busli  Beans  are  the  type  generally  grown  for  early  string  or  snap  beans,  both  for  home  use  and  for  market.  They  come  in 
two  general  classes,  the  Green-Podded  and  the  Yellow,  or  Wax-Podded  varieties.  It  is  a question  which  type  is  the  better.  Some 
people  like  one  and  some  the  other.  Some  markets  prefer  the  waix  puds,  while  others  .prefer  the  green  pods. 

It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  there  is  really  very  little  difference  in  flavor,  yield,  earliness,  hardiness  or  quality  between  the 
.vellow  pod  and  green  pod  beans,  but  still  different  gardeners  and  different  markets  have  their  preferences,  so  we  must  grow 
both  kinds. 


Ratekin’s  Bountiful  Bean 


NOTE — Each  packet  of  beans  will  contain  two  ounces,  sufBcient  to  plant  about  twenty  hills.  All  beans  priced  by  the 
packet,  half  pint,  i)iut  and  quart  are  delivered  postpaid.  Persons  ordering  by  express,  not  prepaid,  may  deduct  8 cents  per 
pint  or  15  cents  per  quart  from  these  prices  quoted.  Prices  by  the  peck  or  bushel  do  not  include  deliv- 
ery, but  must  be  sent  by  express,  not  prepaid. 


(One  quart  will  plant  100  feet  of  drill.) 


CUETURE:  Beaus  are  somewhat  tender,  but  it  often  pays  to  take  some  risk.  Plant  in  warm, 
loamy  soil  at  the  beginning  of  settied,  warm  weather  in  spring,  and  at  intervals  for  succession  until 
August.  Rows  may  be  made  two  feet  apart,  and  the  beans  i>lanted  a few  inches  apart  in  drills,  or 
three  to  four  beans  in  hills  six  to  eight  inches  apart.  Cultivate  and  hoe  frequently,  always,  however, 
when  the  vines  are  iierfectly  dry.  In  hoeing  draw  the  soil  up  towards  the  rows  or  plants. 


Ratekin’s 

Bountiful 


A ELAT,  GREEN-POODED  BUSH  BEAN 


A Prolific  and  Continuous  Bearer.  The  First  in  Spring — The  East  in  Fall.  Absolutely  Stringless — Very 

Tender  and  of  Helicious  Flavor. 


This  superior  variety  was  first  introduced  by  us  several  years  ago  and  our  customers  have  grown 
it  very  universally  everywhere  and  it  has  become  exceedingly  popular  wherever  known  or  grown.  It  Is 
a distinct  variety  and  improvement  in  the  green  Bush  Beaus  amt  we  cannot  praise  it  half  high  enough. 
The  plaut  is  remarkably  handsome  and  thrifty  growth,  being  practically  rust  and  mildew  proof.  It  is 
very  hardy,  extremely  early,  very  i)rolific  and  bears  <-ontinuously  longer  than  any  other  variety — is  the 
first  to  produce  pods  fit  to  pick  in  the  spring,  and  the  last  to  yield  edible  pods  iu  the  fall;  iu  fact 
frost  usually  Cuds  midsiimmer-sowu  plauts  still  iu  pod  and  blossom. 

But  tlie  crowning  merit  of  this  gr.and  Bush  Bean  is  in  the  rich  green  pods  which  are  of  immense 
slice,  thick,  Ijroad,  extra  long,  very  uniform  in  shape,  solid,  meaty  and  high  quality,  melting  tender 
and  having  a deliciou.s  flavor  exclusively  their  own;  moreover  the  pods  are  absolutely  striiigless  aud 
entirely  free  from  tough  membraneous  lining,  not  only  when  young,  but  this  tender  "snap  brittle"  qual- 
ity is  retained  even  into  maturity. 

In  addition  to  other  merits  of  Ratekin’s  Bountiful  as  a snap  Bean  it  is  most  excellent  shelled 
after  it  is  ripe  for  winter  use. 

Tills  variety,  while  unrivalled  in  its  class  for  the  home  garden,  is  also  coming  into  great  demand, 
among  tlie  truck  growers,  who  find  that  its  handsome  appeareuce  aud  superior  quality  holds  their 
customers. 

PRICE:  Pkt.,  lOe;  % lb.,  30c;  1 lb.,  50c,  postpaid.  4 lbs.,  i?1.75,  by  express  or  freight,  not  prepaid. 


D The  stringless  Green  Pod  Is  now  one  of  the  most  popu- 
f\3.L6Kin  S OlringlCSS  \jre©Il  r OQ  Ijjjsh  beans  iu  America.  In  point  of  earliuess  it 
ranks  among  the  first,  in  quality  it  is  excelled  by  none,  and  in  lieariiig  ability  it  stands  without  a rival. 

Tlie  puds  are  round,  fleshy  aud  nearly  straight;  are  borne  iu  abundance  through  a long  season, 
begiiiiiing  early.  They  are  five  inches  in  length, 
rich  green  in  color,  very  tender,  and  of  highest 
and  iiest  flavor.  They  remain  long  iu  edible  con- 
dition. This  bean  is  unexcelled  for  home  use, 
and  will  lie  found  very  profitable  for  market  on 
account  of  its  heavy  cropping  iilillity. 

PRICE:  Packet,  10c;  iiiiit,  20c;  quart,  40c, 

postpaid.  By  expre.ss  or  freiglit.  not  prepaid,  4 
qts.,  $1.00:  pk.,  $1.75;  bushel,  ,$G.50. 


Keeney’s  New  Stringless  Green 

p i D_l_e  "lore  than  20  years  the 

i OQ  Deans  origiiuPor  of  this  variety  has 
lieeii  working  to  eliminate  the  string  of  the  old 
Thousand  to  One  Green  Pod  Refugee.  In  this 
new  bean  he  has  succeeded,  and  I am  glad  to  be 
aide  to  offer  my  customers  this  Stringless  Refu- 
gee. Its  habit  of  growth,  pod  and  seed  are  prac- 
tically the  same  as  the  old  Thousand  to  One 
Refugee,  but  maturing  its  beans  a few  days  earli- 
er. Very  productive;  of  true  bush  form;  attains 
a height  of  eighteen  inches.  The  handsome, 
round,  green  pods  average  about’  5 inches  long 
and  are  brittle,  tender,  fleshy  and  perfectly  string- 
less at  all  stages  of  their  growth.  Its  quality  is 
superfine;  beautiful  green  color,  and  entirely 
striiigless,  makes  it  far  superior  to  any  other 
variety. 


Keeney’s  New  Green  Pod  Refu- 

Innn  1 Very  popular;  enorm- 

,UUU  to  1 oils  yielder,  similar 

to  the  Earliest  Improved  Valentine,  pods  one- 
third  larger,  tapering  to  a slender  point.  Pods 
are  perfectly  round  and  straight,  tender  aud  of 
excellent  table  iiuallties;  hardy,  good  for  both 
early  and  late  planting;  one  of  the  best  for  main 
crop.  Very  popular  with  caniiers.  PRICE: 
Packet,  10c:  % lb.,  25c;  1 lb. , 40c,  postpaid.  By 
express  or  freight,  not  iireiiaid,  lb.,  30c;  4 lbs., 
■$1.00;  peck,  $1.05;  bushel,  ,$0.00. 


Katckin’s  Siiiiiglcss  Green  Pod  Bush. 
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Ratekin’s  Best  Of  All  or 
Longfellow  Green-Podded  Bush  Bean 


1 


'I 


i 


Earliest  Improved  Valentine. 


Long  Yellow 
Early  Six  Weeks 


An  Extra  Early,  Round  Creeu-l’odded  Busl)  ISeaii  of  Fine  (luality.  Long,  Kouml 
Green  Pods  Always  Soliil,  Tender  and  of  Delicious  Flavor. 

This  extra  early  variety,  altliougli  couipara'lively  new,  lias  been  pretty  widely 
distributed,  and  we  have  yet  to  bear  anytliiiig  but  praise  about  its  fine  iiuality  and 
other  merits;  it  is  in  fact  an  ideal  Snap  Ilean,  producing  a fine  croii  of  round,  straight, 
solid,  Ueshy  pods  averaging  G',-j  inches  long,  wonilerfnlly  tender  and  brittle,  without 
a trace  of  tough  interlining,  and  having  no  siring  when  broken,  excepting  when  tlic 
pods  are  iiuite  old.  The  fiavor  is  most  deiicious,  captivating  tlie  most  critical,  while 
the  delicate  green  color  of  the  pods  is  retained  after  cooking,  ailding  to  its  attractive- 
ness when  served.  The  i)lauts  are  of  robust,  comiiact  habit,  unexcelled  in  be.aring 
qualities,  maturing  the  crop  very  regularly.  It  is  extra  early,  the  |iods  Ijeing  tit  to 
pick  five  days  in  advance  of  any  other  variety  of  approximate  size  and  merit.  (See 
cut.)  I’KIC'E:  I’acket,  10c;  % lb.,  liOc ; 1 Ih.,  40c.  posti>aid.  T.y  express  or  freiglit, 

not  prepaid,  lb.,  30c;  4 lbs.,  tfl.lO;  peck,  .'fJ.tIO;  bushel,  .'?T.00. 

Jly  improved  strain  of  this  famous  old 
reliable  green  podded  bush  bean  is 
ready  for  the  basket  in  35  to  3S  days.  As  now  iierfected  it  has  full,  meaty  round  pods, 
which  possess  beauty,  tenderness  and  sniierior  llavor.  It  is  an  ideal  snap  short  bean, 
and  one  that  always  sells  well  in  the  market,  riants  grow  uniformly  aljont  fifteen 
inches  in  height.  .My  Earliest  Imiiroved  is  a great  improvement  over  the  original 
lied  Valentine  and  is  now  the  most  prolific  and  profitable  bean  of  its  kind. 

PRICE:  I’acket,  10c;  lA  lb.,  20c;  1 lb.,  40c,  postpaid.  By  express  or  freiglit,  not 
prepaid,  lb.,  25c;  4 lbs.,  S5c;  pk„  $1.50;  bu.,  $5.00. 


Improved  Earliest  Valentine 


Remarkably  Early 
Exceedingly  Prolific 


Burpee’s  Stringless  Green-Pod 

^ (lined  twciil.v  .vciirs  ago,  is 

still  iinciiualcd  ! it  combines  unusual  hardiness,  c.xircinc  carlincss,  and  wonder- 
ful productiveness  with  pods  of  handsome  appearance  and  finest  'inality. 
Early  idantings  may  be  made  to  produce  (lie  earliest  crop,  and  with  later 
plantings  is  tin'  (jiiickcsl  lo  produce  pods. 

By  rejieated  plantings  pods  may  be  Iiad  in  constant  succession  from 
spring  until  cut  off  by  lieavy  frosts  in  the  fall.  Combined  with  the  extra 
hardiness  and  early  maturity,  the  ]iods  are  the  (incst  in  iiinility,  of  a riidi  green, 
very  round  and  straight,  five  imdies  long,  solidly  meaty  and  liroad. — deeply 
saddle-biU'Ucd,  caused  by  the  rounded  swell  of  tlie  fleshy  sides.  The  pods  are 
tender,  brittle,  and  of  finest  llavor,  always  ontircl.v  stringlcss  <>ven  when  fully 
matured.  In  a word,  all  planters  agree  that  Hiirpco’s  .Slringlcss  is  alisolutid.v 
Iinciiualcd!  We  could  fill  iniges  with  testimonials  and  (mthnsiaslic  reports. 
I’KICK:  Per  pkt.,  lOc;  \\  lb.,  1.5c;  per  lli..  35c,  liy  mail,  postpaid.  c.vpress 

or  frci.ghl.  pnridiaser's  expense,  lb..  .3()c ; t.j  jik..  ■'^1.25;  jier  pei.'k,  SI2.25, 


This  is  a favorite  with  all 
gardeners.  The  green  pods  are 
flat,  thick  and  meaty,  and  the 
seeds,  when  ripe,  are  yellow. 
Hence  the  name.  It  is  a very 
early  variety,  but  at  tlie  tritil 
grounds  was  slightly  tongli  and 
not  as  tender  as  Bountiful. 
PRICE:  Pkt.,  -jc;  Vi  lb.,  10c;  lb., 
35c,  postpaid. 


Hat  chill’s  1,0  iig  fellow  . 
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Bush  Beans— Wax  Sorts 


Ratekin’s  Kidney  Wax 


Black  Valentine 


Ku(eKin’s  Kidiiej 

A iiiiprc'vciiiciit  over  Ibo  [lopulai' 

^^(atulaid  sort  laii'l.v  Red  Valouliiie.  beiu;^ 
one-thini  longer  than  that  vai'iely;  pods  perl'eetly  round  aud  strait^ht. 
It  is  suited  tor  botli  early  aud  late  planting.  A most  ilesirable  sort 
for  market  gardeners,  owing  to  its  heavy  yielding  <iuulities,  large 
.and  handsome  appiairanee.  Popular  in  the  south  on  account  of  its 
Idight  resisting’  <in.alities.  PKIf’ll:  I‘kt.,  nc ; 11a.,  1-jc;  1 lb.,  ‘-.jc. 

Xot  prepaid,  ',i>  I'CcU,  .'fl.OU;  peck,  .'sl.T.'i. 


I have  realized  the  im- 
portance of  a pure  white 
tender  bean  foi-  c.anners'  purposes,  and  in  the  Ratekin's  Kidney 
Wa.\  I believe  I have  ,iust  what  the  iieople  have  been  looking 
for.  The  beans  being  pure  white,  present  the  most  attractive 
appearance  when  cooked.  The  - fresh  pods  remain  tender 
longer  than  those  of  any  other  variety.  It  is  as  heavy  a yielder 
as  the  I>avis  White  W.ix  and  of  a suiierior  (lualit.v.  The  i)ods 
are  str.-iight,  of  a bright  lemon  yellow,  brittle,  meaty  and  en- 
tirely stringless  at  all  stages  of  growth.  It  is  tlie  very  beau 
the  eanuers  and  trmdcers  have  been  seeking’  for  years,  as  it. 
combines  quantit.v  and  ciuality.  which  can  be  used  as  a string 
beau  until  large  enough  to  shell,  while  the  seed  being  largi; 
and  pure  white  is  most  desir.ible  for  shell  beans,  both  for 
summer  and  winter  use.  I’ltU'E:  I’kt.,  .'jc ; 14  lb..  10c;  lb.,  .’lUc, 
imstpaid;  pk.,  .'jlJ.tlll,  by  e.vpress  or  freight,  not  prepaid. 

Fia'i/ic  V/Viifr/a  'W’a’w  very'  showy  variety,  aud  is 

i^avis  vvniie  wax  Pn-gely  grown  for  shipping  and 
for  the  canning  factories.  The  pods  are  a (dear  white  color, 
Idunip,  full  and  entirely  rusf-iiroof.  or  as  nearly  ,so  as  any 
bean  may  be.  This  is  an  excellent  variety.  I’KIt'E:  I'kt.,  5c; 
ft  lb.,  lOc;  11).,  .’iOc,  ]Vostpaid;  [)k.,  .'fl.T.o,  not  prepaid. 

Improved  Golden  Wax  b.^ansS/eingTn- 

tiodnced  every  jear  our  (ioldeu  Wax  Bean  still  retains  its 
poptilarity.  It  is  wholly  free  from  rust.  The  pods  are  of  a 
dark  rich  gohleu  yellow  color  aud  of  jierfect  shape. 
Cooking’  (luickly  as  snaps,  shelling  w’ell  when  green 
iiiid  of  highest  (juality  in  either  way.  PKICE:  Pkt., 

• >c;  lb.,  10c;  lb.,  3llc,  postpaid;  pk.,  !fl.75,  not  pre- 

paid. 

Improved  Black  Wax 

originated  from  the  old  Black  Wax  and  is  a great 
improvement  over  its  ((arent.  One  of  the  earliest  of 
all  the  wax  beans  and  very  productive.  The  pods 
are  from  four  to  live  inches  in  length,  usually  slightly 
curved,  (luite  round.  Iirittle  aud  stringless.  PKICE: 
I’kt..  10c;  tl-  lb.,  ’10c:  lb.,  hoc,  postpaid. 

Currie’s  Rust-Proof  Wax  nJ^Bprooik 

(frown  side  by  side  with  other  wax  beans,  this  va- 
ri('t,v  remaiued  entirely  free  from  rust.  It  is  early 
aud  productive;  the  pods  are  straight,  rather  flat, 
five  inches  long,  of  a light  golden  yellow  color;  of 
very  tine  flavor  and  excellent  (luality ; crisp,  tender 
and  entirely  stringless.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  % lb., 

■JUc ; lb.,  'Sov,  postpaid. 

Wardwell’s  Kidney  Wax  gl4s\ve  gar- 
deners will  bare  no  other  bean,  in  the  Month,  es- 
peciall.v,  an  enormous  acreage  is  aunnall.v  pl.-inted  with 
great  [iroflt  to  the  grower.  It  is  one  of  the  best,  earliest 
and  hardiest  of  llie  wax  sorts.  I cannot  recommend  it  t(jo 
hi.ghly  to  market  gardeners  as  a favorite  for  shipping. 
I’kiCE:  I'kt.,  or;  Ik  ill.,  10c;  lb.,  ooc,  postpaid;  pk.,  .'Jl.oO, 
not  preiiaid. 


f"’'l“  ki-e  very  fleshy,  round  :iud  saddle 

Ked  Valentme  backed,  wUli  only  slighi  strings.  Bushes 
grow  nniforni,  .about  l-l  inches  in  height,  aud  produce  a large  crop. 
It  is  an  old  standard  and  one  of  the  most  protitalde  sorts  for  private 
use  or  market.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  fk  Ih.,  15c;  lb.,  flOc;  peck,  not  pre- 
iiaid, .iil.oO. 


Giant  Stringless  Bean  eV^■!‘\1oTsels!ng^■lVwhe^'^^^^^^ 

the  old  favorite  Round  Pod  f’alenline,  which  is  one  of  its  parents, 
aud  having  the  following  additional  merits:  The  pods  average  one- 

third  larger:  they  are  absolutely  aways  stringless,  round,  full  and 
Meshy;  it  is  more  proliflef  ils  (inalit.v  is  unsurpassed.  PRICE:  Pkt.. 
10c ; lb.,  15c;  lb.,  10c;  pk.,  nut  prepaid,  -fl.bo. 


‘ uf  lliis  well  kiiowu  variety 

^nOlCe  l^oLVy  JOedllS  Ii-,,;  been  carefully  selected  and  cleaned 
.’ind  will  be  found  far  superior  to  beans  commonly  offered  as  "Navy 
Stock.”  PRICE:  Large  pkt..  -Ic ; postp.’iid,  lb.,  10c;  lb.,  55c;  not 

prepiaid,  1 lbs.,  50c;  14  bo..  SI. 15;  bn.,  .si.Oo. 


Burlingame  Medium  Field  Bean  esL^'‘'most 

dnetive  and  most  profliabic  held  bean  in  .\.merica.  It  averages  10 
bushels  per  acre.  It  ripens  early,  and  in  a wel  season  nunains  sound 
and  iK'altby  when'  other  varieties  nisi  ami  spot.  The  riiieued  seed 
is  pearly  white,  and  is  much  handsomer  (han  other  sorts,  eonse- 
qiiently,  commands  top  prices.  PRICE:  I’ackel.  10c;  % lb..  lOe; 

lb..  35c.  postpaid.  By  express  or  freighi,  not  prciiaid,  lli.,  1.5c;  1 lbs., 
.Soc:  peck,  .St. ’15;  bushel,  SI.OO. 


Fiilf 5v;5f'irm  ijeans  thrive  on  most  all  soils  but  greater  results 
V.^U1L1  VcxilUlI  .|,.y  gained  by  planting  in  light,  rich,  well  drained 
loam.  Beans  are  extremely  sensitive  to  frost  and  moisture.  It  is  use- 
less to  plant  before  all  danger  of  frost  is  past  aud  the  ground  is 
warm.  Sow  iu  drills  three  feet  apart  aud  four  to  eight  inches  apart 
ill  the  row.  Tho.v  should  be  frei|uently  cultivated  up  to  the  time  of 
blossoming’,  but  this  should  never  be  done  when  the  .ground  or  tilauts 
are  wel  with  rain  or  dew,  as  it  will  he  sure  to  injure  them.  If  dis- 
lurbed  while  iu  bloom,  it  will  prevent  their  sotting  well. 


Warclwell's  jiai-Iy  Kidney  'Wax. 
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Dwarf  or  Bush  Lima  Beans 


BURPEE’S  IMPROVED  BUSH  LIMA  BEANS 


RiicVi  I imas  ilosirnlilo  for  tlio  liomo  garden,  as  a good  supply  of  Lima  Loans  may  he  |iroduced  -witliout  llio 

DUSn  l-iimaS  o,\|)(.|iso  ol'  |■m■Iusldng  poles,  and  llio  Lush  Limas  oome  into  liearing  two  or  four  woelcs  earlier  tlian  llie  polo 
varieties  of  similai-  typo.  'I'lio  planter  sliould  liear  in  mind  tliat  llio  bean  idani  is  a strong  .grower,  and  llio  soil  should  lie  made 
vor.v  rioli  to  oiialde  tile  |ilauts  to  product"  a good  crop  of  lieaiis. 

Une  iiiiit  will  idaiiL  sixty  to  seveiit.v-fivo  feel  of  row  according  to  ilistaiice  between  phiiils. 


I ima  pods  are  Irtil.v  enormous  in  size — borne  abundantly  and  well  filled  with  handsome  beans 
lJUr|>CC  iniprOVetl  Wliieli  are  bolb  larger  and  fhieker  than  those  of  the  popular  Burpee's  Bush  Limn — and  lull.v 

eight  days  earlier!  It  differs  from  the  liest  strains  of  Burpee's  Bush  Lima  in  having  uniformly  much  hirger  pods,  producing  more 
beans,  while  both  i>ods  and  beans  are  not  oul.v  larger  in  size  but  also  considerable  lliieker.  The  growth  is  even  more  vigorous, 
with  heavier  foliage.  The  rilants  are  uniformly  upright.  Full-grown  bushes  mt*asure  thirty  inches  in  height  and  twenty-four 
inches  across  the  lo|i.  The  blossom-liearing  stalks  are  thrown  well  nut  from  the  foliage  .and  the  pods  are  borne  fretiuently  in 
what  might  be  called  “clusters”  of  from  five  to  eight.  The  [tods  measure  five  to  six  inches  long  by  one  and  one-quarter  inches 
wide.  Rveii  when  of  full  size  the  enormous  beans  are  of  the  most  lusi.-ious  fiavor;  they  are  thin  skinned  and  truly  delicious ; 
the.v  are  ready  to  market  eight  to  ten  da.vs  earlier.  PRICE:  Per  pkt.  (i!  oz.),  10c;  Y>  lli.,  I’Oc ; 1 lb.,  Tic,  postpaid;  at:  iiurchaser's 
c.xpeuse:  I In.,  l!5e;  1 jik.,  .'fo.10. 


Henderson’s  or  Sieva 

weeks 


Orows  erect  to  a height  of  18  to  20  inches  and  reiiuires  no  snpiiort.  Ver.y  early  and  itrodnctive. 
The  beans  have  the  true  lima  flavor,  rich,  l.intterv  and  teudei'.  These  beans  are  at  least  two 
earlier  than  most  iiolelimas.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  % lb.,  10c;  lb.,  Tic;  not  jirepaid,  4 lbs.,  .fl.OO;  % bit.,  !f2.00. 


Dreer’s  Bush  Lima  pod's 

are  short  bitt  thick,  cnniainiug  four 
lo  five  very  thick,  short  beans, 
closely  packed.  This  variety  is  later 
than  Lurpee's  but  the  plants  are 
very  productive  and  the  beans  are 
easily  sbelled  and  of  delicious  flavor. 
The  vines  are  not  erect,  but  trail 
over  the  ground  about  three  feet. 
PRICE:  I'kt.,  10c;  ih  lb.,  25c;  lb„ 

lie,  postjiaid;  not  [irepaid,  4 lbs.. 
SI.  11;  U bit..  .82.10. 


Scottsville,  N.  Y.,  .March  28,  1014. 

Gentlemen 1 received  the  large  onler  of  seeds,  which  I sent  to  ,vou 
for,  including  onions,  carrots,  and  other  seeds.  1 sent  to  von  for  a pound 
of  your  Chautra  Carrots,  in  1013  and  I grew  701  bushels,  .14  llis  to  the 
bushel,  and  sold  them  in  Buffalo  for  sfll.OO  per  ton.  and  could  have  sold 
many  more,  had  I had  them.  Truly  yotirs. 

G.  W.  SIIRFFEU. 


Nf»w  Wnnrlfxy  Riicli  I ima  'noiT  bushy  character  than  other  vr 

INeW  wonaer  ousn  L.ima  very  productive  and  in  quality  and 

Pkt.,  10c;  y,  II'..  postpaid,  1.1c;  1 lb., -flOc;  not  prepaid,  4 lbs.,  .81.00;  14  bu'., 
j;2.21;  bn.,  87.10. 
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Pole  or  Climbing  Beans 


GREEN  PODDED  SORTS 


soon  as  the  soil  becomes  warm  and  dry,  from  the  first  of 
VxUiiuic  May  (for  all  except  LlmasL  to  the  latter  part  of  May,  in  hills  four 
feet  apart  each  way.  Limas  should  not  he  planted  until  warm  weather  has  fairly 
set  in.  One  quart  of  Limas  will  plant  about  80  hills,  allowing-  five  or  six  beans  to 
a hill,  of  the  smaller  sorts  about  200  hills.  Poles  eight  to  ten  feet  long  should  be 
set  firmly  in  the  center  of  the  hills  before  putting  in  the  seed. 

SPEf'IAL  NOTE.  Our  seed  Beans  are  of  the  very  best  quality,  being 
Northern  grown,  hand  picked  and  tested  for  Germination  and  tjiiaiity. 

I oyv  'WJ-fo  P<->Ia  Rosn  This  variety  originated  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
»v  lie  1 uic  ucan  ^viiere  for  years  it  has  been  the  most  popular 
Pole  Bean  grown.  Pods  are  wonderfully  broad,  thick,  fleshy  and  above  all,  entirely 
stringless.  In  these  respects  they  surpass  any  other  known.  Then,  again,  the 
pods  retain  their  rich,  stringless  and  tender  qualities  until  they  are  almost  ripe, 
so  much  so.  in  fact,  that  we  are  perfectly  safe  in  saying  that  they  are  the  best  of 
all  snap  sorts.  It  is  just  the  sort  to  suit  wives,  as  a mess  can  soon  l)e  picked  for 
dinner.  I‘ods  are  rather  flattish,  oval  shape,  and  when  fully  grown  are  from  four 
to  six  inches  long,  exceedingly  rich,  buttery  and  fine  flavored  when  cooked.  They 
are  hardy,  easily  grown  and  enormously  productive.  We  could  furnish  hundreds 
of  testimonials  from  persons  who  have  used  the  Lazy  wives  Bean,  all  claiming 
it  to  lie  the  best  bean  they  have  ever  tried,  and  many  have  discarded  all  other 
kinds,  using  this  for  an  early  and  late  snap  sort,  and  also  as  a dry  shell  or 
winter  bean;  and  stich  is  the  i)eculiar  taste  and  flavor  of  this  Bean  that  we  have 
known  many  persons  wlio  could  not  lie  induced  to  eat  other  varieties  of  string 
beans  after  tasting  Lazy  wives,  if  they  could  obtain  the  latter.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c; 
V2  Ih.  20c;  lb.  35c;  1 lbs.  not  prepaid,  00c;  peck  .fl.oO;  Y2  hu.  ,'i!2.7r) ; Bu.  ifS.OO. 


Old  Homestead  or  Improved  Kentucky  Wonder 

The  most  popular  of  all  pole  beans.  Vines  are  vigorous  in  growth,  the  pods 
are  immense,  often  obtaining  a length  of  twelve  inches,  borne  in  large  clusters. 
Bright  green,  very  solid  and  of  excellent  flavor,  being  stringless  when  young. 
Dried  beans  are  long,  oval  and  fine  color;  very  early  and  one  of  the  best  for 
general  use.  Don't  fail  to  have  this  bean  in  your  garden.  PRICE:  Pkt.  5c;  Y2  Ih. 
20c;  lb.,  35c;  4 lbs.,  not  prepaid,  00c;  peck  ,fl.50;  % bu.  !i;2.73;  bu.  !?5.00. 


Dutch  Case  Knife 


ing. 


White  seeded.  Pods  long,  green  and  flat;  can  be 
either  snapped  or  shelled  when  used;  good  for  pick. 
PRICE:  Pkt.  5c;  % Ih.  20c;  lib.  35c;  purchaser's  expense  peck  |l.75. 


Scarlet  Runner 

I’kt.  5c;  VI-  Ih.  20c;  1 lb 


A popular  English  pole  Bean;  very  ornamental,  producing 
Scarlet  flowers;  good  for  snap  or  green  shelled.  PRICE: 
30c;  at  purchaser's  expense  peck  .fl.50. 


Fvl-ra  Favlv  I ima  earliest  of  the  large  pole 

^eiDeri  S ll.ariy  L.ima  Limas  ami  of  excellent  quality.  Vines 

very  hardy  and  productive;  pod  thin  and  flexible  and  more  easily  opened  than 
other  sorts.  PRICE:  Pkt.  .5c;  V,  lb.  20c;  1 lb.  30e ; at  purchaser’s  expense  peck 
$1.75. 

F^fi-a  Favlv  I Jma  Tory  productive  and  of  fine  qu.ality.  It  is 

l..iALra  n>ariy  jersey  L.illlia  especially  adapted  for  planting  in  districts 
where  the  season  is  too  short  to  iiroduce  later  ones  as  it  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
days  earlier  than  any  other  of  the  Pole  Limas. 

Yield  about  eighty  bushels  green  pods  [ler  acre.  PRICE:  Pkt.  5c;  % lb.  20c; 
111.  30c;  at  inirchaser’s  ex|iense  jieck  .'pi.Io. 


Extra  Large  or  Mammoth  White  Lima  an‘'\he/LLa"®^*’ The 

|i(ids  are  of  enormous  size  and  contain  from  five  to  eight  beans.  Largely  grown 
and  highly  esteemed.  PRICE:  Pkt.  5c;  y>  lb.  20c;  1 lb.  35c;  at  purchaser’s  expense 
peck  .ii2.00. 


ww  .|  ri  Showy  and  excellent  either  snap  or  shell  Beans.  Pods  of  medium  size, 

nortlCUltUre  or  JjpeCKled  L./ranDerry  green  streaked  with  bright  red.  Dry  beans  nearly  round,  splashed  with 
red.  A poiuilar  variety.  PRICE:  Pkt.  5c;  Y2  20c;  1 Ih.  30c;  at  purchasers  expense  pk  $1.75. 


-ijn  1_  1 O I Exceedingly  productivxc;  in  clusters  of  from  four  to  twelve  handsome  green  pods,  six  inches 

WnitC  i^rCaSCuaCK  * OlC  long,  perfectly  rouniL  entirely  stringless;  very  fleshy.  Seeds  ;ire  white,  rather  small  and  can 
be  used  for  baked  licans  in  the  wiuter.  PRICE:  Pkt.  5(T;  1/3  lb  20c;  1 lb.,  30c;  at  purchaser’s  expense  pk.,  $1.75 


Red  Speckled  Cut-Short 

smoooth  leaves:  pod  short,  cylindrical 
30c;  at  purchaser’s  expense  pk.,  .jll..50. 

New  Early  Golden  Cluster 

is  surprised  at  its  beautiful  appearance 
Ihree  to  six,  and  iiiosl  fi-eely  produced;  stringless,  very  tender  and  of  a delicious  flavor.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  Vk  lb.,  20c;  1 lb.,  35c;  at 
purchaser’s  e.xpense  pk.  $2.00. 


Midland,  Ky.,  March  31st,  1014. 

1 received  your  letter  (I.  K.  and  sent  yon  an  order  in  Eebruary  and  have  also  ordered  my  seeds  from  .you  for  the  past 
Hirer-  years,  whb  li  have  always  been  very  satisfactory  and  given  excellent  good  results. 

Voura  truly, 

' R.  A.  NOPPINGER. 

Simpson,  Nebraska,  April  1st,  1914. 

I have  received  my  seed  all  right, — have  them  all  planted  and  most  of  them  are  up,  looking  fine.  Thanking  you  for  prompt 
attention  and  assuring  you  of  my  order  for  seeds  another  year,  T am, 

R(‘spectfnlly  yours, 

■MRS.  V.  W.  ALLSHOUSB. 
Bntier.  Mo.,  Peb.  2l)th,  1914. 

Enclosed  find  my  ordi-r  for  seeds  with  rcmilt.ince  to  cover  payment  for  same.  1 have  been  purchasing  all  my  seeds  from  yon 
for  the  past  three  years  and  have  alwavs  been  well  pleased  with  resnlts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  ('.  GROVES. 


Tlndoubtedly  the  earliest  pole  variety.  Only  about  ten  days  behind  the  Dwarf 
W aX  (joiden  Wax.  Although  it  begins  to  bear  early,  it  continues  until  frost.  Every  one 
and  productiveness.  The  pods  are  from  six  to  eight  inches  long,  borne  in  clusters  of  from 


,\n  old  variety,  very  popular  for  planting  among  corn,  and  will  give  a 
good  crop  without  the  use  of  poles;  vines  medium,  with  dark  colored, 
and  lender,  bearing  beaus  very  (lose  together  in  the  pods.  I’RICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  V2  ih.,  '20c;  1 lb.. 


or  Cornhill 
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great  pains  to  procure  the  very  best  beet  seed  to  be  bad,  and  a erop  grown  from  my  seed  will  prove  it.  My 
ir  me  by  a sitecialist  in  Germany,  and  is  absolutely  true.  The  seed  forms  beets  of  uniform  shape  and  color, 
11  tap  n>ots,  free  from  filirous  or  sprangling  roots.  The  crop  is  very  short  this  year,  conseciuently  prices  are 
order  in  early.  Kemend)er  that  beet  seed  must  be  sown  early  for  table  use,  as  it  conies  best  when  the  ground 
to  gel  a stand  on  account  of  too  late  a sowing  and  then  blame  the  seed. 

Tlie  l)esl  results  are  obtained  on  a deep,  sandy  ioam.  T’or  general  crop  sow  as  soon  as  (lie  ground  will  permit 
ineiies  apart,  and  lliiii  out  three  inches  in  the  row.  For  winter  use  the  turnip  varieties  may  lie  sown  in  June, 
l)e  kept  l>y  storing  in  a cellar  and  keeping  covered  with  sand  or  sand.v  soil  to  prevent  wilting,  or  they  may 

in  pits  siicli  as  are  used  for  apples  and  potatoes.  One  or  two  ounces,  or  single  packets  of  two  or  thr»‘c  sorts, 

will  give  a good  supply  for  a large  family.  It  is  best  to  sow  in  freshly  prepared 
soil,  which  should  he  pressed  firmly  over  the  seed.  One  ounce  sows  fifty  feet  of 
drill ; four  or  six  pounds  for  one  acre. 

1 > 17  A distinct  improvement  on  the  older  forms  of  Egyp- 

^rOSDy  S i:*gypi.ian  )i„ii  beet,  with  a larger  and  more  globular  root.  It 

is  extreinel.y  early,  and  is  smoother  and  of  better  color  and  quality  than  the  orig- 
inal sort.  Produces  a most  desirable  beet  of  a presentable  size  and  shape,  very 
early,  making  it  a favorite  witli  market  gardeners.  PKICK:  Pkt.  Tic;  oz.,  10c; 

4 oz‘,  30c;  lb.,  ifl.OO. 


Dark  Red  Egyptian 

The  Eg.vpti.in  beet  is  one  of 
the  most  popidar  varieties  .-unong 
market  g.ardeners  for  forcing 
purposes,  .lastly  or  un.ittstly  it 
is  considered  to  l)e  tlie  earliest  olf 
tdl.  It  certainl.v  will  bear  <-lose 
planting  in  tlie  valuable  space 
under  glass  or  in  a warm  gar- 
den in  early  spring.  It  is  turnip 
shaped,  and  when  .vottng  Is  erisp 
and  tender.  In  color  it  is  dark 
red.  'To  gardeners<having  a pref- 
erence for  Egyiitian,  I offer  the 
best  strain.  I'KU'E:  Pkt.,  5c; 

oz.,  KK-;  V4  111-  30c;  11).,  .lin.OO. 

Heet  cultivation  should  begin 
almost  before  (he  beets  are  up 
and  continue  until  the  plants 
shade  the  ground.  When  ,a  few 
Inches  high,  thin  to  three  to  si.\ 
Inches  apart  in  the  row. 


Kateltin’s  Dark  Red  Egyptiaii 


Early  Eclipse  Beet 

Ratekin’s  Extra  Early  ^sider 

this  variety  llie  very  earliest  of  all  beets. 
It  is  of  fine  glolmlar  form,  has  sweet,  ten- 
der flesh  of  alternate  rings  of  light  and 
dark  pink.  'The  light  green  leaves  are 
sometimes  used  for  greens.  PRICE : Pkt., 
5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  ,30c;  lb.,  .fl.OO. 

Extra  Early  Dark  Beauty 


Early  Eclipse  Beet  of'tlm 

best  known  of  the  ttilile  beets,  and 
I have  a strain  of  extra  purity  and 
merit,  particularly  noted  for  earli- 
ness. It  is  indeed  high  praise  to 
say  that  my  Eclipse  beet  is  almost 
or  (luite  as  early  as  Egyptian,  for 
the  latter  has  l>een  long  accepted  as 
the  earliest  of  all;  and  Eclipse  has 
ever  been  I'ecognized  ns  superior  to 
Eg.vptian  in  table  v.-ilue.  My  strain 
has  small  top  and  is  smooth,  fine 
grained  and  tender,  with  bright  red 
color.  Many  market  gardeners  have 
discarded  Egyptian  entirely  in  favor 
of  this  strain  of  Eclipse.  PRICE: 
Pkt  .'if  “ - 


One  of  the  earliest  ever  grown. 
Beautiful  oval  shajie,  and  the  color 
is  :i  rich  dark  red.  Elesh  is  fine 
grain  and  cooks  tender;  rich  and 
sweet.  Its  flavor  is  superb,  free 
from  side  roots  and  smooth,  and  is 
very  lieaiitiful  in  market..  PRICE: 
Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  Hoc;  lb.,  t)5c. 


Pine  P>lufCs,  Wyo., 
February  2.5,  1014. 

Gentlemen : I sent  to-  you  some 

five  .v(';irs  ago  for  seeds,  and  I grew 
the  liest  g:irden  :ind  laid  the  best 
luck  from  the  seeds  I got  from  you 
th.-in  ;iny  I ever  hav(‘  grown  before. 
After  tliat  I moved  to  town,  but  I 
have  decided  to  go  liack  on  the  farm 
again  and  I ;im  writin.g  you  to  re- 
((uest  lli;it  you  send  me  :i  copy  of 
yonr  seed  cat:ilogue  ;is  I want  to  or- 
der niy  seeds  from  you  this  year. 

'Pruly  yours, 

MRS.  G.  A.  WESTFALL. 


Williamsliurg,  Kans., 
April  1,  1914. 

Gentlemen : Enclosed  find  my  or- 
der for  seeds.  My  first  order  come 
through  all  right,  .•ind  :Lin  well 
pieased.  Respectfully, 

l.uNXTE  PLAT':'. 
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Table  Beets 


Ratekin’s 

Blood  Turnip  Beet 
Best  of  All 

Itjilekin's  Blood  'I'lirnii)  Boot  is 
one  ot  thP  olil  stniidbys  and  still  re- 
lalns  its  position  at  tiio  head  of  all 
the  best  tal>le  beets  tliere  is  grown, 
it  is  very  early,  nearly  as  early  .as 
Kgyplian  and  greatly  surpasses  that 
variet.v  in  flavor.  'I’lie  roots  of 
Itatekin's  Blood  Turnip  Beet  are 
iiiee  large  size  and  grow  uniforndy 
perfect,  nearly  glol)esliape  with  a 
slim  tap-root.  I,eaves  are  small, 
colored  dark  crimson.  The  lador  is 
Bloo<l  re<l  and  quality  excellene, 
Hesh  lieing  tender,  rich  deep  <-rimson 
and  fine  llavor.  Makes  a splendid 
appearance  and  an  excelleni  seller 
on  the  market.  PRICK:  Pkt.  PC ; 

oz.  ir,c;  % lb.  40c;  ib.  .1il.40. 


Ttolland,  < ddo. 

March  12,  lOU. 

Dear  Sirs;  — 1 am  an  old  customer, 
but  you  failed  to  send  me  a copy  id 
your  seed  catalogue  Ibis  year,  and  1 
would  like  very  much  lo  have  one.  1 
have  always  hail  good  results  from 
I he  seed  • I bought  from  you.  Hop- 
ing to  receive  your  catalogue  in  a 
few  days,  ns  I am  now  ready  to 
send  for  my  seeds  I :im, 

Very  truly  yours, 

H.  T.  BROCKNOW. 


'Ratekin’s  Standard  Blood  Turnip  Beet, 


Market  Gardeners  Beet  market  gla?deners 

and  Ihc  home  garden.  II  is  very  symmetrical  with  small 
lap  I’ool  and  but  few  fibrous  roots;  color  outside  is  deep 
blooil  red;  inside,  la.vers  of  blood  red  and  light  red  aitern- 
itel.v.  When  cooked  they  are  a beautiful  dark  red  tlirough- 
oiit,  line  grained  and  unsurpassed  iu  iiuality.  It  contiuues 
to  grow  uiitil  late  in  tlie  fall,  attaining  a large  size  and 
making  a good  selling  and  eating  beet  for  winter.  One 
sowing  onl.v  is  necessary  to  produce  early  beets  for  market 
and  main  croii  for  winter  use.  PRICK:  Pkt.,  pc;  oz.  15f 

i/i  lb.,  tile;  lb.,  ,in.-Jp. 


Markel  Bardener's  Beet. 


Varner,  Arkansas.  iUny  2.  1911. 

Gentlehien  ; — T wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  receiiit  of  check 
sent  me  to  re-imburse  for  over  charge  on  freight.  I also  wish  to 
call  attention  and  sa.v  I have  sent  to  you  reiteatedly  for  seeds  and 
have  always  had  splendid  good  results  from  all  them.  Thanking 
you  for  promptness  and  other  courtesies,  l beg  to  remain, 

yours  very  truly, 

A.  TIIIOLBIRR. 

Rockcastle.  ,\iiril  22,  11114. 

Gentlemen  ; — Yon  may  ite  interested  to  know  that  my  seeds  have 
arrived,  all  in  nice  condition  and  am  well  pleased  with  them.  In  my 
order,  by  oversight.  I ordered  but  lbs.  Dwarf  Essex  Raper,  when 
I intended  10  lbs.  I’lease  send  me  live  lbs.  more  by  Parcel  Post. 

Very  respectfully, 

.1X0.  B.  DEAN. 

Inyo  Count.v,  Calif.,  April  IS,  1!I14. 

Gentlemen; — Enclosed  find  .'jl2.(H)  for  seed.  I have  lieen  purchasing 
ray  seed  from  ,vou  several  .years,  and  have  .always  foitnd  tliem  good, 
and  have  had  good  results  from  them.  Ver.v  truly, 

. W.  E.  HALE. 

Eloyd  Co.,  Iowa,  March  ,R0.*1914. 

Gentlemen; — Enclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds.  1 have  sent  to  .you 
for  seeds  for  the  jiast  two  years,  and  they  have  always  given  excel- 
letit  good  results,  and  I .am  senditig  to  you  again  this  year. 

Tritly  yours, 

E.  H.  DINES. 

Hand.  Aikansas,  .\pril  7,  1914. 

Ratekin’s  Seed  House; — Jly  orders  are  a little  late  this  year,  but 
am  inclosing  you  a large  one  this  time  and  hope  you  will  latsli  it  out 
Iiromptly.  The  seeds  I ordered  from  you  two  years  ago,  gave  most 
excellent  satisfaction  and  restilts.  This  is  why  I am  sending  you 
this  order.  If  you  are  sold  out  on  any  the  varieties  listed,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  the  best  substltittiou  and  fill  my  order  to  the  liest  of 
your  judgment.  Truly  yours, 

C.  D.  PUDVER. 

Greenville,  Tenn.,  April  .“I.  1914. 

Gentlemen; — The  seeds  I ordered  from  you  came  in  excellent 
condition,  and  wish  lo  tlianU  .von  tor  jiromiit  attention.  Enclosed 
find  another  order.  Please  send  at  once  bv  parcel  imst. 

O.  GR.A.EM.YN. 

Havanna,  Ills.,  Eeb.  C,  1914. 

Enclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds  for  the  coming  season.  IVe  did 
not  receive  your  catalogue  last  year  and  did  not  send  to  you,  but  we 
got  our  seeds  from  you  two  .years  ago,  and  found  everything  fine, 
all  gave  splendid  results.  This  is  mv  reason  for  sending  to  you 
again.  - MRS.  GEORGE  EMIAND. 

Collonplant,  .\rkansas,  Eeb.  17,  1914. 

Enclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds  for  Hie  coming  seasons  planting. 
I have  been  sending  to  you  for  my  seeds  for  several  years  and  have 
always  got  excellent  crops  from  them.  1 cannol  refrain  from  speak- 
ing of  tile  Magi  Queen  tomato  seed  whicii  proved  the  earliest  and 
most  prolific  I have  ever  seen  or  grown.  1 also  grew  the  finest  lot 
of  IVater  Melons  from  the  seed  yon  sent  me  that  I have  ever  grown. 
In  fact  I was  much  pleased  with  results  from  all  yotir  seeds. 

Truly  vours, 
ADE.KANDER  ARBOR. 
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Table  Beets 


BEST  OF  ALL— KING  BEET 

Ratekin’s  King  Beet  rciU'bes  ni.-itiirily ; l)ii( 

tUougl)  an  early  Ijeet  it  is  an  excellent  keei>er.  The  solidity, 
tineness  aiul  tirniness  of  its  bright  red  tlesh  make  it  one 
of  the  best  kee|dng  varieties. 

On  the  poin's  of  flavor  and  table  (inality  I vonld  lay 
est)eeial  omphasis  for  it  is  an  ideal  licet  for  lionsehold  use. 
It  can  Ijo  used  at  all  stages  of  growth,  and  it  is^  almost 
needless  to  say  that  a sweet,  and  sueeulent  ijeet  like  this 
is  sure  to  become  a market  favorite. 

The  shape  and  solidity  of  King  favor  extra  heavy 
'•rupping,  and  I recommend  it  to  my  cnstoiners  knowing 
tliat  it  will  be  both  prolifable  and  popuUu'.  Except  for  my 
knowledge  of  its  high  table  quality  and  great  cropping 
aldlity,  1 would  not  give  it  so  much  prominence.  I’BIC'K: 
1‘acket,  5f,  ounce,  10c;  Yi  pound,  oOc;  pound,  $1.00. 

Ratekin’s  Half  Long  Blood  Beet 

The  Best  Halt  Long  Blood  Beet. 

An  exeellenf  main  crop  beet.  .\  great  favorite  as  a 
(able  or  held  sort.  Boots  are  deep  red  in  color,  and  always 
s.vmmetrical  and  smooth.  The  flesh  is  of  a rich,  dark  red 
color.  In  cjuality  it  is  sweet,  crisp  and  tender,  and  is  an 
enoruions  cropper  and  a reliable  winter  keeper.  It  is  a 
heavy  liect  without  lieing  hard  to  pull.  It  never  becomes 
woody,  and  is  always  good  for  talde  use  or  slock  food. 
Itecoming  verv  popular  with  market  men  ainl  stock  owners. 
I'KIC'E:  Pkt.,  be;  oz.,  lOc ; % lb.,  :iUc- ; lb.,  $1,110. 


Seneca.  .Mo.,  Feb.  18.  1011. 

Genllemen  Enclosed  find  my  order  for  garden  seeds. 

I have  planted  yonr  seeds  for  years  and  have  always  been 
well  pleased  with  results. 

MK8.  E.  V.  iMUUKE. 

E.iirtield.  Ills.,  .\pril  L’O,  1011. 

Gentlemen  ; -This  is  to  say  I unexpectedly  received  one 
of  yonr  Bine  It.ambler  rose  bushes  ;i  da.v  or"  two  ago  and 
found  it  in  excellent  shu|ie.  I .also  received  the  vegetable  aud 
flower  seeds  and  wish  to  thank  yon  for  them.  The  yiagi 
(pieen  tomatoes  1 got  from  yon  last  year,  sure  nnole  good 
.ami  proved  all  you  claim  for  them  in  everv  respecl. 

MBS.  TIIEO.  GBIET.MAN. 

Kiowa.  K.-uis.,  .Tan.  flu.  101  I. 

Gentlemen  ; — Enclosed  find  my  oialei-  for  $1,.T0  w orth  of 
seeds.  The  JIagi  Queen  tdm.ato  seed  I got  from  yon  Iasi 
year  iiroilueeil  the  finest  tomatoes  I have  ever  seen. 

Truly, 

\V.  I,.  HK'K.MA.N. 

Hempstead  Go.,  Ark..  Eeb.-Jl,  1011. 

Find  enclosed  m,\‘  order  foi'  semis.  I inna*  been  |)Ianting 
your  seetls  for  sevei'.al  years  and  bave  atwa.\'s  been  wa^II 
pleased  with  results  fiann  them. 

T’ruly  yours  .MBs.  .M.  BEEI>. 

I'lifton  Hill,  .Missouri.  ,\pril  .1.  lOM. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  find  my  order  for  .$l!.l)n  for  seeds. 

1 have  sent  to  .von  for  seeds  before,  aud  the.v  have  alwa.vs 
done  well,  and  given  pxiadlenl  results,  and  I hope  Hie  seeds 
I have  ordered  will  do  same  for  me  again  this  year. 

Truly  yours. 


Balehiu’s  I.ong  Blood  Beet. 


.MB.  S.  l:.  (i.MA.VS 
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Crimson  Taukurtl. 

Crim<»on  Tankatrl  iippeunmcf  it  closely 
V^rilllbun  1 d.llK.ara  i.^seinliles  the  favorite— 

Gotcleu  Tankard.  It  is  adapted  to  all  soils,  is  easily 
lifted  from  the  ground  and  is  a very  productive  sort, 
ritlCE:  Pkt...  r,c;  ox.,  Klc ; % lb.,  Ific ; Ih.,  post- 
|)aid.  By  express  or  freiglit,'  at  purchaser’s  expense, 
11).,  35c;  10  lbs.  @ 30c, 


Edgetts.  ,Mich.,  May  11.  1911. 

Gentlemen  : 1 Inive  just  received  my  seed  that  yoii  sent,  and  they  are 

tine  and  arrived  in  good  comlition,  .tnd  I w.is  well  pleased  with  them, 
especiiill.v  the  carrots;  the.v  were  so  clean  and  nice.  The.y  were  the  best  I 

have  ever  seen.  I jilant  lots  of  Beets  .and  Carrots  every  year,  and  have 

bought  seeds  from  and  from  but  yon  have  them 

beat  a mile.  This  is  not  hot  air,  but  a pl.ain  fact,  and  I am  pleased  to  com- 
mend yon  for  it.  Truly  yours. 

LYLE  H.VMILTOX. 


Sugar  Beets  and  Mangel  Wurzels  Corn  Savers 

MANGEL  WURZEL  Manimotb  Long  Ked  Mangel  Wnrzel 

For  Stock  Feeding. 

IVe  have  onr  seed  grown  under  contract  in  Eng- 
land by  Mangel  e.xperts,  as  there  is  no  ()iace  in  the 
worhl  where  Mangel  and  itnta  Baga  are  produced 
to  such  perfection.  Mangel  and  But, a Baga  seed  can 
be  grown  in  the  south  of  France  for  less  than  one- 
half  the  price  we  pa.y  for  our  seed,  but  as  it  caunot 
lie  depended  upon  to  give  satisfaction  we  do  not 
handle  it. 

Culture.  Bow  0 pounds  to  the  acre  in  May  or 
,1  line,  ill  rows  three  feet  apart,  and  thiu  to  nine 
inches  in  the  row.  Cultivate  freifuently  with  horse 
toois. 

Mammoth  Long  Red  Mangel 

Farmers  ami  stock  raisers  of  the  United  States 
ilo  not  apiireciate  so  fully  the  value  of  mangels  for 
feeding  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  etc.,  as  do  the  farmers 
of  Europe.  In  Germany,  Great  Britain  and  other 
European  countries,  it  is  the  exce|ition  rather  than 
the  rule  where  mangels  are  not  grown  on  a large 
scale  on  ever.v  farm.  The  immense  .vield  which  ma.v 
be  secured  from  an  acre,  with  ver.y  little  expense 
either  for  material  or  labor,  maks  the  mangel  crop 
one  of  the  most  profitable  on  the  farm.  15  to  20 
tons  of  roots  an  acre  is  not  an  unusual  yield,  some 
specimens  weigh  20  to  30  lbs.  each.  Where  properly 
cultivated,  seeded  and  harvestcnl  the  cost  of  growing 
a bushel  of  our  Improved  Mammoth  Loug  Red 
Mangel  should  not  exceed  5c.  ^ IVhen  fed  in  comhi- 
nation  with  grain  the.v  are  worth  almost  as  much, 
pound  for  pound,  as  the  grain.  This  statement  may 
seem  absurd,  lint  experience  has  proved  that  mangels 
so  aid  digestion  and  assimilation,  hy  keeiiing  the 
animals  in  a healthy  condition,  tiiat  they  increase 
the  feeding  value  of  other  feeds  comsufued,  'beside  the 
uitrients  the  roots  contain. 

Our  stock  of  Iifipriivi'il  .Mammoth  Long  Ked  Man- 
gel is  a selection  and  I he  seed  is  esiiycially  grown 
for  us  ill,  Europe.  The  roots  are  very,  large,  uni- 
formly straight  and  well  formed;  color,  deep  red; 
roots,  straight;  tops,  small. 

Every  farmer  ought  to  put  in  at  least  an  acre 
of  Mangels  thi.s  coming  season,  5 or  10  acres  will  be 
much  lietler.  I'KK'E:  I’kl..  5c;  ox.,  10c;  14  lb.,  15c; 

lb.,  45c,  postpaid.  By  express  or  freight  at  purchas- 
er's expense,  lb.,  35c;  10  lbs.,  @ 30c. 


Best  Two 
Mangel  Wurzels 


Golden  Tankard  .Mangel. 


Long  Red  Mangel  and  Improved  Golden  Tankard 

tiolden  Tankanl  Yellow-tleslieil  Mangel.  This  distinct  variety  is  U 
most  ini|iortant  addition  to  our  list  of  roots  for  stock  feeding,  a.s  it  contains 
loss  water  and  more  sugar  Ihiiii  aii-y  other  .Mangel.  A special  feature  is  the 
rich,  deep  .vellow  color  of  the  tlekh,  Ti'titritions  and  milk-prodiicing  iiiialities. 
In  England,  where  it  is  considered  .indispensable  for  dairy  farming,  large 
dairy  farmers  state  that  the.v  are  inif  only  able  to  obtain  a higher  price  per 
gallon  for  milk  from  cows  fed  on  this  Mangel,  but  also  that  the  cows  are 
in  much  heller  comlilion.  Is  exceedingl.v  hanl.v,  and  matures  earlier  than 
other  large  sorts.  I’Klt'E:  I’kt.,  5c;’oi',.,  10c;  lb.,  15c;  lb.,  25c;  lb.,  45c. 
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Sugar  Beets  and  Mangel  Wurzels-Corn  Savers 


Seeding  and  Cultivation 


Where  iiiiuigels  ;iro  extensively  jrvown,  llie  seed  should  he  sown  wUh  ;i 
iiniehine.  Snnill  fields  luuy  l>e  sown  with  :i  hand  drill,  which  rvill  do  good  worU 
.and  is  very  satisfaetory.  Ilo  not  crowd  the  rows  liecause  niucli  of  the  laml 
grows  above  the  surface  and  plenty  of  space  .should  be  allowed  for  :i  horse 
and  ciiltivatoi-.  Three  feet  apart  is  about  right. 

Freezing  injures  beet  i)lants.  Therefore,  seed  should  not  be  sown  until 
the  ground  is  wiinii  and  the  weather  fully  settled,  say  about  corn  planting 
time. 

The  quantity  of  seed  recitiired  i>er  .acre  will  vary  somewhat  with  the 
variet.v.  It  pays  to  be  generous  with  the  seed  and  insure  a good  stand  of 
plants.  Shallow  planting  Is  desirable  be<aiuse  I he  seed  germinates  more  (juickly 
and  a larger  proportion  will  make  vigorous  plants  than  when  planted  deeply. 
One-half  to  one  inch  of  well  packed  earth  is  sutlicient  covering  for  beet  seed, 
when  there  is  a good  sup[)ly  of  moisture  in  (he  sub-soil.  Keeper  iilantiug  will 
be  recitiired  on  sand  lands  or  when  the  soil  is  <lry.  Cultiviitiou  should  liegln 
within  a day  or  two  from  planting. 

Thin  the  plants  to  nine  inches  apart  iu  the  row. 


Mammoth  Golden  Giant 


Champion  Yellow  Globe 


An  improvement  on  the  long,  yellow 
mangel,  being  of  considerably  greater 
size,  more  th;in  half  above  the  ground  anil  of  a more  grayish  or  ratiier  russcl 
yellow.  Kcmarkaltl.v  even  in  sluijie,  rather  elongated,  of  vigorous  growth;  it 
has  a fine  neck  and  it  very  smooth  skin  ; tlesh  white,  firm  and  sweet  ; much 
liked  by  cattle;  it  inagnificent  root,  easil.v  lifted  from  the  grotind,  iirodticing 
enormous  crops.  Excellent  keepers;  yields  forty  to  sixt.v  tons  per  acre.  I*KICE: 
Per  oz.,  be;  -5c,  lb.,  00c.  By  express,  not  itrepaict,  5 lbs.,  ifl'.OO. 

r’inest  type  of  .vellow  globe  in  cilltiva- 
tiott.  Hoots  intttiense  size,  fiite  shape, 
stnall  tap  root,  neiit  top.  Flesh  being  very  firtn  ittid  fine  graiiu'd.  retiders  it  titi 
excellent  keeping  variety.  Well  adapted  to  .shiillow  soils  ;tnd  has  it  record  of 
produciug  J06  TONS  PER  ACRE.  This  immetise  crop  was  grown  by  sowing 
seed  lu  drills  1-t  itiches  apart  and  thintiing  too  10  inches  in  tlie  row.  Ottr  seed 
of  this  variety  is  particularly  choice.  I’RIt'E:  Per  oz.,  be;  Vi  lb.,  L’5c;  lb.,  tiOc. 
By  piircel  post  or  express,  at  purchaser’s  expense,  5 lbs.,  .$2.00. 

riarjicli  Rooi  improved  strain  of  the  White  Frendi  Red  To|i 

A.'cklllisll  bjUgar  UCCL  Beet,  which  is  wonderfully  fine  for  feeding 

to  milch  cows,  and  will  add  greatly  to  tiie  milk  jiroductiou  as  well  as  to  its 
richness.  It  will  yield  as  much  as  most  varieties  of  mangels,  and  we  consiiler 
it,  of  superior  feeding  value.  PRICE:  Packet,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % li'->  -5c;  lb.,  T-bc. 
By  express,  5 lbs,  or  more  at  50c  per  lb. 

niant  Half  Entrap  Manorf*!  ‘‘  hybred  or  cross  between  the 

Oiani  nail  OUgar  mangei  Mammoth  Long  Red  Mangel  and 

Sugar  Beet,  and  for  our  own  feeding  we  liave  found  it  superior  to  either. 
Being  Sweeter,  both  cattle  and  hogs  relish  them.  PRICE:  Per  oz.,  5c;  % Ib., 
25e;  lb.,  00c.  By  express,  at  purchaser's  expense,  5 lbs.,  $2.00. 


SUGAR  BEETS 


For  Sugar  Making 


Sugar  Beets  are  now  extensively  grown  in  many  sections  of  the  country 
where  sugar  beet  factories  are  located  and  the  large'  yields  per  acre  and  the 
price  secured  for  the  crop  make  them  very  valuable.  Sugar  beets  may  also 
be  used  for  stock  feeding  as  they  contain  12  to  15  per  cent  of  sugar  in  addition 
to  other  nutrients.  Sugar  beets  are  ripe  and  in  condition  to  liarvest  wlien  tlie 
lower  leaves  begin  to  take  on  a yellow  tinge  and  droop.  Beet  tops  make  an 
excellent  food  for  cows,  sheep  and  other  live  stock.  This  is  also  true  of  the 
pulp  from  the  factory. 


1^'®  mangel;  the  best  seed  obtainable,  regardless  of  the  price,  is  the  cheapest 

ktccumg  dnu  'L^UlllVo.LlOn  Jn  tlie  end.  Sugar  beet  seed  is  not  a higli  priced  article  and  tlie  expense  of  seeding  an  .acre 
of  land  is  very  small  when  compared  to  the  value  of  the  crop.  A maximum  yield  of  15  to  20  tons  an  acre  is  possible  rvith  tlie  best 
seed,  while  lower  priced  seed  may  produce  barely  enough  to  pay  the  cost  of  cultivatiou  and  handling. 

The  time  of  planting  should  be  determined  by  the  condition  of  the  soil,  the  locality  and  season.  Sandy  soil  Iiecomes  warm 
and  dr.v  mucli  earlier  than  heavy  clay  loam.  Tillage  also  has  a tendency  to  increase  the  warmth  in  the  soil.  Do  not  [ilant  sugar 
beets  until  the  soil  is  warm  enough  to  germinate  corn.  When  oaklcaves  luirst  their  buds,  corn  and  lieets  may  be  planted  with  safe- 
ty. Be  lilieral  with  the  seed  in  order  to  secure  a good,  uniform  staud  of  [dants.  A surplus  is  much  more  desirable  than  thin  seed- 
ing. It  often  happens  that  a crust  is  formed  on  the  surface  which  a scant  seeding  will  not  break  through  in  the  plants’  effort 
singly  to  reach  sunlight,  luit  collectively  they  will  aid  each  other  in  lireakiiig  the  surface.  'I'lie  depth  of  planting  must  also  be 
determined  li.v  local  conditions  of  the  soil,  season,  etc.  Decii  planting  should  be  avoided  because  it  often  prevents  geruduation  wlien 
shallow  planting,  say  one-half  to  one  inch,  will  produce  satisfact  u-y  results.  Tlie  distance  lietwecn  rows  will  depend  somewhat  oii 
the  soil  and  metliods  of  cultivatiou  employed.  Rows  18  inches  ainrt  will  produce  tlie  largest  returns  in  yield,  lint  these  cannot  lie 
cultivated  with  a horse.  Hand  labor  is  expensive;  therefore,  we  advise  planting  20  to  24  iuclies  between  rows,  using  a 4 to  d-row 
planter  for  the  puriiose. 

Cultivation  should  commence  immediately  after  planting  by  following  tlie  rows  indicated  by  tlie  press  wheel.  Before  the 
plants  appear,  cross  rows  wilh  a light  hand  weeder,  made  by  driving  tenpeiiny  nails  tlirougli  a lioard,  and  used  as  a liarrow. 
which  will  lireak  the  surface  crust  and  maintain  an  earth  mulcb  to  jirevent  the  escape  of  soil  moisture.  Tills  jirocess  uia.v  lie 
repeated  two  or  three  times  witli  excellent  results. 

'"illed  Diamond  Sugar  Beet.  This  variety  is  cultivated  on  a larger  scale  for  tlie  licat  sugar  factories 
” cxii^icucil  fp.,,,  ,„,y  other,  as  it  usually  yields  15  (o  20  ]ier  cent  of  sugar.  Root  is  of  sliajie  straight,  tapering  evenly, 
and  soniewliat  screw  shape.  Our  seed  is  grown  in  (Jeiuuau.v  frotn  lieets  wliicli  were  tested  as  to  per  I'cnt  of  sugar  before  setting 
out.  The  heavy  [ler  cent  of  sugar  makes  it  also  of  great  value  for  feeding.  PRICE:  Per  oz.,  5c;  % lli.,  2.5c;  lb.,  tiOc  I’.v  express  at 
purchaser's  expense  5 lbs.,  $2.00.  ■ , • 

•JaenscVl*^  VirtriY  Fndoubtedly  tlie  most  liighly  developed  variet.v  for  sugar  making.  Itoots  of  medium  size,  wiiite  skin 
T.„w.V.  ^ „i,iforni  iu  size  and  shape.  Flcsli  wliito  and  very  rich  iu  sugar. 

PRKK:  1 Kt.,  .ic:  o/.,  lOc ; 11).,  ir>c*;  11>.,  HOc;  postpni^l.  By  oxpr^'^-'*'  freiplil,  11»..  40c:  10  l!»s.,  nl  o'*»c. 

Vilmorin-EHte  t'’®  result  of  tliirty-five  years  of  methodical  and  iierscvering  selection.  In  black  soils  ricli  iu 

organic  matter,  it  gives  results  equal  to  an.v  otlier  variet.v.  Us  averagi'  yield  may  lie  stated  as  from  12  to  10 
^ns  an  acre.  PRICE:  Oz.,  5c;  % lb.,  15c;  lb.,  45c;  postpaid.  By  e-xpress  or  freight,  lli.,  doc;  10  llis.,  at  ;t0c ; lings  free 

Giant  Feeding  Sugar  Beet  or  Half  Sugar  White  Mangel 

vnino^i  ^ Mangels,  supplies  a food  of  very  much  higher  nutritive  value,  the  roots  for  feeding  purposes  l)eing  really  more 

vaiuame,  iiound  for  )K»und.  than  those  of  the  very  best  strains  of  Sugar  Beet,  and  the  yield  under  eciually  favoral>le  conditions 
■ I donble.  The  roots  grow  partly  ont  of  the  ground  and  iiocanse  of  this  and  their  sliajie  the  croj)  can  be  liarvested 

aiifi  stored  at  less  expense  Ilian  any  other  root  crop.  We  are  certain  1hat  (>verv  one  wlio  plnnts  tliis  varielv  and  grows  it  witli  care 
wm  be  mimb  pleased.  Kvery  farmer  should  try  it.  PHK'K;  Bkt. ,r,c;  oz..  lOc:  y,  )b..  loc;  H).,  r.Uc,  posljiaid.  Bv  exj.ress  or  freiglit, 
ID.,  auc , lu  lus.  at  due. 
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Garden  Carrots 


The  Chantenay  or  Model  " oL" 

li:is  au  extra  large  sUouUler,  is  easily  dug,  aiul  is  desiral>le  in 
aii  respects,  it  is  a stump  rooted  sort,  very  smooth,  fine  iu 
texture  ami  of  a heautiful,  rich,  orange  color.  For  talile  use  it 
is  considered  by  many  to  he  the  best  of  all,  Ijoth  on  account 
of  shape  and  quality.  The  tlesh,  when  cooked,  ds  very  tender. 
I’KIC'E:  l‘kt.,  5c;  ounce,  lUc ; Fi  lb.,  o5c;  lb..  .'jtl.lU. 


Lobberich’s  Agricultural  fiepf ‘'l^rrol  ^ever  ''’of- 
fered to  American  farmers.  II  is  of  a rich,  .vellow  <-olor,  stump 
roote<l,  and  grows  to  a very  large  size.  ! have  received  cottnt- 
less  testimonials  of  its  great  availability  and  wortli.  It  has 
[iroved  to  be  a most  valuable  carrot  for  stock  feeding,  and  in 
my  own  comparative  trials  il  f.ir  otityields  other  sorts.  It  is 
remarkably  free  from  toughness;  while  iu  its  young  state  it 
may  be  used  for  <’uliuar,v  pttr)ioses,  as  it  cooks  sweet  and 
tender.  I’KIt't:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  b'-.  35c;  lb.,  .fTbO. 


Kafekiii’s  Karly  Market. 

Stumi>  footed,  grows  aboitt  the  size  of  our  t'incinnati  Market 
Kadish,  excellent  forcer;  fine  flavor;  tlesh  a deep  orange,  tine 
grained.  I'KICK:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  lOc;  )b..  L'aiq  1 11>.,  S5c. 


rioldpTi  RmiiI-v  stump  rwled 

OeaUiy  rarrol,  of  a deeper  color  than  Dan- 
vers; is  a heavy  cropper  and  suitable  for  both  table  and  stock, 
'this  Carrot  grows  .a  smooth  handsome  uniform  root;  free  from 
core,  sweet  and  tender,  never  becomes  stringy.  On  account  of 
the  immense  yielding  i|ualities.  this  Carrot  is  desirable  for 
market  gardetiers  or  atiy  private  garden  and  with  ordinary 
care  it  will  jdeld  from  lit)  to  40  tons  jier  acre.  AVe  advise  our 
customers  to  plant  liber.allv  of  it.  PiaCK:  Pkt.,  5e ; oz.,  10<-; 
2 ozs.,  18c;  Vi  lb.,  30c;  V_.  lb.,  00c;  lb.,  OOc. 

(iobicii  Carrot  is  good  for  table  and  for  slock. 


^ For  the  best  re- 
L^UltUre  suits  the  soil 
should  be  well  worked  to  a 
good  depth.  For  early  use 
sow  seed  in  rows  15  inches 
apart  as  early  in  the  spring 
as  the  soil  cati  be  worked, 
sowing  about  4 lbs.  of  seed 
per  acre  and  cover  the  same 
with  one-half  inch  of  soil ; 
btit  for  main  crop,  sow  about 
corn  planting  time,  ttsing  3 
lbs.  of  seed  iier  acre  and  the 
seed  should  be  covered  with 
nearly  an  inch  of  soil.  One 
ounce  of  seed  will  sow  ll)() 
feet  of  drill.  Make  the  rows 
(wo  feet  apart  to  allow  for 
horse  cultivation.  Keep  free 
from  weeds  and  cultivate  oc- 
casionally until  the  roots  arc 
large  enough  for  table  use 
and  if  grown  for  commercial 
purposes  they  may  be  culti- 
vated with  profit  throughout 
the  season. 

When  the  plants  are  3 
inches  high  thin  to  3 inches 
apart  in  the  row. 

Danver’s  Half  Long 

A popular,  standard  variety 
of  rich,  dark  orange  color. 
Very  smooth  and  handsome. 
In  form  half  way  between 
Oxheart  and  the  Long 
Orange,  and  wonderfully  pro- 
ductive. Fhider  special  culti- 
v.ition  it  has  yielded  from  20 
to  25  tons  per  acre.  One  of 
the  finest  varieties  in  culti- 
vation. PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  1 

oz.,  10c;  Yi  lb.,  20c;  1 lb.,  60c. 

Golden 

Beauty 

Illustration  Below 


(Above) 


Dauver’s  Half 
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This  Tiii'letT  is  weil  aJapted 
l-/anvers  to  ail  sons  and  sections  and 
wiii  yieid  greater  bulk  with  smaiiest  iengtli 
of  roots  of  any  Carrot  grown.  Roots 
smooth,  of  a dark  orange  coior:  very  pro- 
ductive, medium  iength,  tapering  at  points. 
Over  40  tons  per  acre  have  been  grown  and 
25  to  .30  tons  is  very  common.  PRICE: 
Pkt.,  5c;  07..,  iOc;  '4  iio,  2.5e;  ’-j  ib.,  40c: 
lip,  75c. 


Celebrated  Mastodon  Carrot 

The  Carrot  for  Stock  Feeding 

R\TEKIN’S  IMastodoii  Carrot  is  not  a taiiie  carrot,  aitiiougii  tiie  flesh  is  re- 
nm-kal)iv  firm  and  sweet.  It  is  not  a carrot  for  tiie  market  g.ardener,  iuit  it  is 
cinidi'aticaiiy  tiie  carr(»t  for  tiie  farmer,  and  once  used,  nolliing  idse  wiii  take  its  piace. 

The  .Mastodon  Carrot  is  tile  iieaviest  c.ropidng  carrot  grown,  yieiiiing  more  tons 
to  tiie  acre  tiian  any  otiier  sort.  The  flesii  is  wiiite'.  crisji  and  soiid  and  very  sweet  in 
flavor  it  is  a vast  "improvement  on  tiie  wiiite  and  green  Beigian  soi’ts  whicii  have  lieen 
favorites  in  tiie  |iast,  as  it  is  not  oniy  mmdi  more  productive  init  vastiy  easier  to 
111  iiandie.  Tiie  roots  are 


liort  and  very  iieavy  at  the 
siiouider,  rendering  tiiem 
easiiy  iiarvesteii.  An  im- 
portant feature,  aiso,  is 
tiiat  they  lio  not  easiiy 
lireak  in  puiiing  or  sort- 
ing. Too  mucii  can  scarce- 
ly iie  said  of  tlieir  size 
and  great  productiveness. 
The  roots  freiiuentiy  meas- 
ure 15  to  20  inches  in  cir- 
cumference, and  20  to  40 
tons  to  the  acre  is  not  an 
extravagant  statement  as 
to  yieid.  I’KICE:  Large 

pkt.,  5c;  07...  15c;  % H'., 
40c;  ill.,  .fl,25,  |jy  maii, 
postpaid.  By  express.  5 
lbs.  and  upwards  at  $1.00 
per  iii. 


Oxheart  or  Guerande. 


Oxheart  or  Guerande  nmfvery  = 

popular  carrot  is  intermediate  as  to  leugtii 
between  the  half-long  varieties  tsuch  as 
Danvers)  and  tiie  Scarlet  Horn  Carrots,  but 
is  mucli  thicker  than  tiie  latter,  lieing  at 
the  top  from  four  to  five  indies  in  dia- 
meter. Dlcsli  liriglit  orange,  fine  grained 
.and  sweet.  It  is  of  very  fine  quality  for 
talde  use  and  etiually  good  for  stock. 

■\Vhere  other  sorts  reiiuire  digging,  Ox- 
heart can  be  easil.v  pulled,  making  it  a 
IKirticularl.v  desiralile  sort  for  soils  so  stiff 
and  liard  that  oilier  sorts  do  not  grow 
well.  PRICK:  Pkt.,  5c;  07,.,  10c;  % ib.,  30c; 
li).,  SI.OO,  iiostpaid. 

Long  Lemon  Carrot 

a ver.v  large  and  a very  ricli  stock  carrot. 

Tlicre  can  lie  only  one  liest  stock  carrot, 
and  we  tliink  onr  Mastodon  is  tliat  carrot, 
yet  tliere  are  many  who  jirefer  a yellow 
carrot.  We  can  say  to  siicli  tliat  there  is 
no  .vellow  carrot  wliicli  can  ajiproach  tiie 
I.ong  I,emon  in  size,  in  yield  and  in  feed- 
ing qualities.  It  is  tiie  largest  and  liest 

form  of  Orange  nr  Yellow  Carrot  known.  Tiie  rools  arc  remarl 
fine,  very  syinnietrical  and  of  exi'plleni  i|iiality,  possessing  liigli 
ing  properties.  It  is  a lieavy  cro|)per  on  all  sidls,  but  Is  espi 
adapted  for  rich,  strong  land.  It  grows  ncarl.v  half  as  much  v 
again  an  acre  as  the  ordinar.v  varieties,  and  as  the  mots  grow 
above  the  ground  it  is  much  easier  to  gather  the  crop.  This 
variety  is  sure  to  suit  every  one  who  grows  it.  PRICI-::  Large 

•5c;  oz.,  Iflc;  14  Ib  . J."n  ; lb.,  fiflc,  by  mail,  fiosipald. 


Long  lemon 

STUMP-ROOTED  CAR 


rest 

S'I'OCK 

CARROT 


GROWN 


1C, 
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American  Grown 


Cabbage 


Highest  Quality 


I pride  myself  on  haying  the  best,  purest  and  higliest  grade  Cal)bage  Seed  that  is  offered  or  at  least  it  is  surpassed  by  none. 
Compared  witli  the  cost  of  seed  there  is  more  money  in  growing  ealjliage.  tlian  in  any  other  erop,  and  tiiere  i.s  uotiiing  that  growers 
sliouid  be  more  particular  about  tluui  the  seed  selection.  My  seed  is  all  tested  for  germination  and  purity,  and  is  of  the  very  liest. 
SOW  OXE  OUNCE  FOR  3,000  TO  4,000  PL.4NTS;  FOUR  OUNCES  FOR  ONE  ACRE. 


CUETURE:  For  plants  of  tlie  earliest  sorts  sow  seed  in  Jamiar.v  or  February  under  glass,  and  iiiek  out  in  flats  or  frames 
about  two  inches  apart  ea<h  way.  Transplant  lo  open  ground  as  soon  in  spring  as  the  land  can  he  properly  prepared.  A rich,  warm, 
tihrous  loam  is  best.  Have  the  plants  in  the  rows  :10  to  14  inches  apart,  and  rows  at  least  two  feet  apart.  Give  thorough  cultivation, 
an<l  irrigate  in  dr.v  weatlier  if  jiraeticalile.  I’roteet  against  the  ravages  of  cutworm,  maggot  and  green  worm.  A little  nitrate  of 
soda  attplied  around  the  jilant  is  of  great  benefit.  I’otasli  applications,  such  as  wood  ashes  or  muriate,  may  also  do  much  good. 
For  late  cabbage  plants  sow  seed  in  <lrills  in  open  ground  during  April  and  Ma.v,  and  transplant  in  June  and  July,  giving  the  plants 
more  room  than  allowed  for  earliest  cabbages.  Dusting  with  toljacco  dust,  insect  powder,  etc.,  or  splashing  with  hot  soapsuds,  es- 
|)cciall.v  whale-oil  soap  solution,  are  good  and  safe  remedies  for  some  of  tlie  Insect  pests  attacking  plants  of  the  <'abbage. 


Best  Late 
Cabbage  in 
Existence 


Ratekin’s  Idea! 
Cabbage 


A MONEY  MAKER  FROM  THE  DROP  OF  THE  HAT 


Tlio  mosi:  reimi rUa bli'  l.ito  c;ililiage  yet  proiluced.  Its  sh.app,  haliit  of  growth  and  general  aspect  are  correetl.y  and  well  shown 
in  the  alHPve  illusf  rat  ion.  It  by  far  excels,  that  gi'eat  f.-ivorlle  late  e.alihage,  th(‘  Driimliead:  Is  an  .absolnte  sure  he.ading  variety 

and  can  he  depended  npoii  to  prod  nee  h'.iP  good  solid  lie.ads  out  of  every  1(100  jplants  well  started  and  makes  perfect  salealple  heads, 

averaging  sixteen  to  Iwenly  |ioiinds;  interior  is  ere.ainy  white,  eomp.aet  and  erisp,  nneqnalleil  for  cooking  or  slicing;  llavor  es- 
peei.illy  iiii(‘.  it  is  uitlioni  exception  tlie  liost  winter  keeper  in  existence.  it  will  Honrisli  on  almost  aii.v  kind  of  soil.  In  fact,  it 
lias  proven  a gold  mine  to  ealdiage  growers  wlierever  it  has  lieeii  iiitrodileed  or  tried.  M'e  can  fiili.v  recommend  it  to  onr  enstomers 
everywhere  and  dariieslly  ask  1 liem  to  give  it  a Irial  tlie  eoming  season.  Tlie  seed  of  tills  ealdiage  were  grown  from  carefully  and 

liiglily  seloided  lieads  and  (lie  seed  we  .•ire  olleriiig  you  eaiiMot  lie  exi-elled  if  eiiualled  aiiywliere.  J’RIUE:  I’Ut.,  lOe ; on.,  L’ae ; U Hn, 

e'le ; Ik  III.,  .'jtl.lO;  per  II).,  !fL’.C0 ; postpaid. 

RafoL-Irt’c  Aiifiiwtn  Kinrr  "-'UTU.MN  KING”  is  an  entirely  distiiiet  variety;  liest  keeper  we  liave  ever  seen;  il  prodiiees 
*^“*’^^***  * FAUIUIIIII  IVing  eiioi'iiioiis  Solid  lieads  of  tliat  liarU  sliade  of  green  lliat  is  mosi  desiraldt-  in  a ealdiage,  and 
has  Shell  small  outer  leaves  lliat  it  can  lie  planted  closer  togetlier  than  tlie  ordinary  lale  soils,  and  can  he  relied  on  to  produce  a 
greater  weiglil.  of  crop  per  acre  (lian  any  other  variety.  \ distiiiet  feature  of  the  “AUTF4IN  KING”  is  (lie  iieeidiarl.v  crimped 
leaves,  wliich  not  only  adds  to  its  apiiearam-e.  Inil  eii.ildes  II  lo  lie  distiiigiiished  anywhere.  It  is  nmiiieslionald.v  one  of  llie  best 
lale  sorts  of  lod.iy.  I'KIUE:  I’kt.,  ri,-;  on..  ”(le;  Yi  Hk,  dOe ; 11).,  .'td.(K). 

OfinicVl  R»I1  'I'his  winter  variety  is  es|ieeia  lly  desired  on  account  of  its  great  solidity  and  its  keeping  i(UalJlies. 

Uall  ncdtl  'I'liey  weigli  more  Ilian  oilier  sorls  of  ei|iml  size.  'I’he  liiaids  are  erisp,  lender  and  sweet  and  iinsiir- 
liassed  for  lioiliiig.  slaw,  saner  kraut,  etc.  It  grows  well  on  all  soils  and  under  most  eonditioiis,  wil  listaiidiiig  liot,  dr.v  weatlier, 
.Iiid  does  not  rot  in  wet  seasons.  I'RICE:  I’kI.'.  .de ; on.,  L’tle ; ij.  III.,  T-de ; lli.. 


' I'ildorado  Springs,  Mo.,  March  I.''),  T.114. 

tleiitleiiien  : 'I'liis  is  to  tliaiik  you  for  tlie  |ironipt  aileiilion  to  m.v  order,  and  for  Ilie  lilieral  anioiint  of  Free  seeds.  I very 

iiiiic]i  ,a  ppreei.ile  .sour  liiiidness.  it  is  more  tlian  I eoiild  liave  asked  you  for  as  a preiniiiin  on  my  order.  1 am  enclosing  you  a list  of 
III.)  iieiglilHiis  iiaiiies,  .iiid  1 IliinU  if  you  will  send  oaeli  of  t lieiii  a ea  I a logiie.iit  will  liring  ,voii  some  good  Inisiness. 

Truly  yours,  F.  S.  SI'KC  C. 

Liiieidii  t'o,.  y[o..  Fell,  .d,  1014. 

t ieii  I leiiieii  : Fiiclosed  find  erder  fo.’  st'cds.  1 liave  lioiigiit  iiiy  seeds  fi-oiii  von  Idr  years,  and  liave  always  found  I lieiii  ele- 

gant; everyl  liiiig  \ mi  cbiim  for  tlieiii. 


\d'iy  (riil.i  . 


Id  \l.  SI.XN.AIilt. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


. 17 


Cabbage 

Ratekin’s  Special  Strain 
Ratekin’s  Autumn  King 


•‘AUTl'.MX  KINti”  is  ;l  disliiict  VO- 
rit'ly;  best  keeper  wo  b.ivi'  ever  seen;  it 
liroi'luees  enormous  solid  bends  of 
dnrk  slmdo  of  green  that  is  most  desir- 
able in  eabbagi',  and  bas  sm-b  small 
outer  leaves  tliat  it  <‘an  be  i)lnnted 
eloser  togelber  tban  Ibe  onlinary  late 
sorts,  and  can  be  relied  on  to  i)rodm-e 
a greater  weight  of  i-roii  per  m re  tban 
otber  varieties.  A dislimt  leatnia'  of 
tbe  “AlTl'MA  is  Ibe  peculiarly 

<‘rimped  Iea\a*s,  ^\'bicb  not  only  adds  to 
its  appearance,  but  enables  it  to  In*  dis- 
linguisbeil  anywbere.  It  is  iiminestion- 
abl.v  (jne  c>f  tbe  best  late  sorts  (d  today. 
I’k'iC'K:  I’kt.,  ue;  oz.,  UUe ; Vi  l>J->  dOt:; 
lb.,  ?1.U0. 


1.U  D„ J Market  gardening  strain  of  uu- 

Mammoth  Ked  KOCk  „si,;,l  size,  weight,  color,  its  large 
size,  solidity  and  good  jiualit.v  make  it  a very  desiiable  led  eal>bage. 
ntlt'K:  I'kt 


oz.,  30e 


lb.,  bOe 


lb.,  .'fd.OO. 

Perfection  Drumhead  Savoy  p,l‘ve  cu'ri&f  ieavcs’''md 

are  of  finer  flavor  and  (juality  than  the  ordinary  kinds.  Onr  sU-ain  is 
a sure  header  and  heads  are  large  and  solid.  I^KICK:  l^kt.,  ue  l oz., 

20e;  1,4  lb.,  (ilic;  lb..  .1:2.00.  . , 

I I TA J A favorite  winter  variety.  Heads 

Large  Late  Drumnead  soud  and  of  good  te.\-ture, 

and  have  very  few  loose  leaves,  allowing  of  planting  closely  in  tbe 
field.  PKIfE:  Pkt.,  5e;  oz.,  2Ue;  V4  lb.,  GUc;  lb,,  ij;2.00. 

FUi.  “ILAT  DUTCH  CABBACE 

rremiUm  r lai  c/uicn  i^are  heading'.  Specially  .grown  beads 
compact  and  crisp.  Uneiiualed  for  cooking  or  slicing;  flavor  especially  fine.  It 

15c;  Vi  lb.,  50c;  % lb., 

00:  lb..  .$2.00 


ever  offered  the  American 
often  reach  fifty  pounds  eac 
will  flourish  on 


Anliiinu  King. 

Jlessrs.  : 1 am  pleased  Ic 

report  tb.-it  Ibe  cabbage  sceil 
inircbased  from  ,vou  last 
spring  grew  line  and  that  I 
bad  early  cabbage  ten  d.-iys 
before  any  of  my  neighbors. 
Yoni'S  very  tnily, 
(■HAS.  MEXDH.XHALL. 
Atchison,  K.-in.,  Nov.  11. 

cabb.'ige  grower.  jVbsolutel.v 
h.  Interior  is  r-ream.v  while, 
all  soils.  I’KICE:  I’kt.,  5c; 


riie  most  critical  cabbage 
uncr  in  the  land  need  liavc 
doubts  about  the  iiuality 
onr  cabbage  seed. 


Ratekin’s  Large 
American 
Drumhead 
Cabbage 


EateUin’s  Drumhead  or  World  Beater. 


This  is  one  of  the  hardest 
ading  and  best  all-round 
bbage  grown.  Plants  are 
strong  growth,  having  only 
moderate  number  of  outer 
ives  growing  closel.v  about 
e large,  solid  round  beads. 
?ads  beautifully  blam-lied 
d of  the  finest  flavor. 
jriUCE:  Plit.,  .5c;  oz.,  2Uc; 

14  lb.,  50c;  lb.,  $2.00. 


rremium  Late  Flat  Dutch, 


Katekin’s  .\I1  Head. 


All  is  generally  grown  on  Long  Islaml  for  (he  New  York 

/All  tJCdsClIlS  market.  Heads  very  large,  round,  often  noarl.v  spherical,  but 
usually  sumewbat  flattened;  very  solid  and  of  the  best  nnality,  keeping  as  well  .-is 
the  winter  sorts.  Plants  very  vigorous  and  sure  heading;  leaves  large,  smooth, 
with  dense  bloom.  Iteimirkable  for  its  abilily  to  stand  the  liot  snn  and  dry 
weather.  Our  trial  has  shown  that  heads  which  were  fit  for  market  by  .Tnly  lOtli 
were  still  salable  Sei)teud)er  luih,  the  only  cliango  being  im-reased  size  and  densily. 
One  of  the  very  best  sorts  f<ir  general  cultivation.  I’ltICE:  I’kt.,  5e;  oz.,  20c; 

V4  lb.,  ,50e;  lb.,  $2.00. 

’«  All  H#»arl  LABLIE.ST  Ol'  ALL  L.VKGE  CABBAGE. 

® /All  riCdU  considerably  larger  llniii  an.v  other  early 

summer  variety  that  is  equally  as  early.  'I'he  dee;),  flat  heads  are  remarkably  solnl 
.'lud  the  most  uniform  in  color,  form  and  size  of  au.v  variety.  'I’lie  hard  lieads  grow 

so  free  from  spreading  le.-ives  th.-it  fully  1,000  more  heads  than  usual  \(ith  large 

cabbage  can  be  obtained  to  the  acre,  it  is  re.-illy  :in  all  ye.-ir  round  e.'ibbage,  being 

eqmilly  good  for  winter.  I’KICE:  Pkt.,  5<- ; oz.,  1.5c;  % lb.,  00c;  lb.,  .$2.00. 

fl  popular  sort  for  main  croj) ; neve)'  fails  to  form  unifnriidy 

*^*^* ''**^**'^  large  :iud  solid  beads,  wlucb  are  tender  and  of  fine,  sweet  ll.-ivor. 
•Vu  excellent  keeper  and  a good  ship[ier.  I’KICE:  I’kt.,  oc ; oz.,  20c;  V4  lb.,  00c; 
lb.,  $2.00. 


Bristol,  lud.,  Pebrimr.v  20,  lOM. 
Gentlemen;  Euclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds  for  tbe  coming  year.  I sent 
to  you  last  year  fur  garden  seeds  also  Billion  Hollar  Gr:iss  and  some  of  your 
Iowa  Silver  Mine  seed  corn,  ami  was  gve.-itl.v  pleaseil  witli  rcsiilfs  from  all  of 
these  seeds,  aud  am  enclosing  you  another  ortler  for  my  seeds  this  v'car. 

'J’rnlv  voui's. 

,M.  At.  .YICHOLAS. 


2 ozs.,  doc ; 
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AMERICAN  GROWN  CABBAGE  SEED, 


Let  Us  Help  You 


Henderson’s  Extra  Early  Jersey  Wakefield 


\Ve  want  every  vustoiiier  to  feel  that  it  is  OUlt  business  to  help  HIS  business.  Whether  this  help  conte.s 
in  the  form  of  [ledigree  seeds  or  throtigh  culture  directions,  or  through  advi<'e  given  b,v  correspeud- 
cnce — all  have  the  same  purpose.  Business  de.-ils  with  ns  must  in  every  c.ase  satisfy  the  i-ustoiner  or  we  want  to  know  it.  “To  err 
is  human”  and  mistakes  rna.v  happen  in  spite  of  all  precaution.  We  consider  those,  who  give  us  a chance  to  do  the  right  thing  at  all 
limes,  tlie  (rue  friends  of  onr  business. 

Uniloubtedly  the  very  finest  strain  of  this  well  known  popular 
variety  in  cultivation.  The  heads  arc  extremely  solid,  pyra- 
midal in  shape,  and  with  very  little  outsiile  foliage.  I grow  this  strain  especially  for  the  most  CKITIC.^L  TRUCK  UKOWERS  AND 
I’E.UNTERS.  It  is  a little  higher  in  price  than  the  regular  strain,  but  is  well  worth  every  cent  of  the  difference.  PRICE:  Pkt., 
.'ic : oz.,  L’Uc ; Vi  lb.,  lb.,  $'_’.00, 


Large  Jersey  Wakefield 

illustration. 


llea<ls  are  ver,v  bard,  compact,  solid  and  conical  in  shape.  Few  outside  ieaves.  We  do  not 
admit  that  our  stock  has  any  superior.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  be;  oz.,  llOc;  lb.,  50c;  lb.,  ?!1.7o.  See 


Ratekin’s  Copenhagen  Market  popular  with  market  gardeners. 

It  is  the  finest  large,  round-headed,  early  calib.age  in  cultivation.  It  is  further 
desiralde  on  account  of  the  remarkalile  < haracteristic  of  maturing  the  heads  all 
■at  the  same  time,  enaldiug  the  grower  to  gather  his  crop  with  less  expense  and 
permitting  the  ideaning  of  the  hand  at  the  first  cutting.  The  heads  average 
about  ten  iionnds  each  in  weighl,  are  bal'd  and  solid  with  sin.-ill  core.  The 
c|uality  is  extra  fine  and  sweet.  It  matures  as  early  as  the  Wakefields  and  will 
yield  more  to  the  acre  In  weight.  The  Ic.aves  arc  light  green,  small,  saueer- 
shaped  .-ind  tightly  folded,  making  it  [lossible  to  set  them  close  together  in  the 
field.  PRICE:  I'k't.,  lU'-;  oz.,  Illc ; >4  lb.,  .fl.!’.'),  postiiaid. 


Early 

i-a  bliage. 

other  sorts.  Heads  are  regular,  conical  :md  keep  well  Ijoth  summer  and  winter. 
<>ur  seed  has  been  esiiecially  selected.  PRICE:  i‘kt.,  .be;  oz.,  l.bc ; hi  lb.,  50c; 
II).,  SU..50. 


\A/inni rrof Very  ctirly.  The  le.-ives  tire  dark  green  and  very 
W innigSi.aai.  ti^btly  foble<l,  umking  it  the  h.-trdest  of  iiny  early 
Tills  varielv  seems  to  sutler  less  from  (he  oilibage  worm  thitu  most 


seemed  as 
Wtikefiebl 
(lie  size. 


Large  Charleston  Wakefield  wakli\eili’,‘'''onb''’'it  hs‘‘ab.,,if 'one 

week  later  tlnin  th.-it  popular  earl.v  variety  .'ind  grows  much  larger  he;ids,  often 
averaging  8 to  10  iionnds.  ,\s  solid  as  Kiirly  Winnigst:idt.  There  are  immense 
<iuantities  grown  in  the  South  for  Northern  markets.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  V’  oz., 
l.bc;  oz.,  i;.bc;  la  lb.,  60c;  lb.,  .'jf-’.OO. 

Ratekin’s  Washington  Wakefield  Cabbage 

"First  in  Heart,  First  in  Market,  First  in  the  Hearts  of  Gardeners.” 

I introduced  this  c;ibb:ige  in  1893,  at  which  time  my  stock  was  limited. 
I received  so  nnin.v  letters  of  praise  and  congratulations  regarding  it  that  it 
though  everyone  who  tried  it  must  have  written  to  make  known  (heir  s:ttisfaction.  All  g.-irdeners  are  so  familiar  with 
('jibl)ages  (h:)t  dcsi  i'ii)tion  is  unnei'ess.-ir.v.  It  is  firllv  as  earl.v  as  anv  other  striin  of  W:ikefield  r';it)bage  and  double 
No  other  ojuals  it  in  carliucss,  size  of  head  .-ind  purity.  PRICE:  l.arge  I'kt.,  10<-.,  oz.,  “be;  'A  lb.,  7bc ; lb.,  ifL’.bO. 


Early  Winnigstadl. 


I 
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Henderson’s  Snowball  Cauliflower 

IS  THE  BEST.  IT  HEADS  WHERE  OTHERS  FAIL 

Cauliflower 


See  Parcel  Post  Map  and  Parcel  Post  Rates  on  page  1,  this  catalog.  By  reading 
and  studying  it  carefully  you  will  know  amount  of  postage  to  send  to  prepay  parcel 
posta  ge  on  such  seeds  as  we  do  not  prepay  postage  on. 


One  ounce  will  pi-od  nro 
nbout  a, 000  plnnts. 

These  need  a deej),  rich, 
moist  soil,  and  l•e<|llire  same 
Irwatment  as  eabl)aKes.  For 
early  summer  varieties,  seed 
slioiild  l)e  sown  in  Iioll)ed 
early  in  March,  transplant 
when  weather  is  warm.  For 
late  or  autumn  varieties,  sow 
in  Afareh  or  April,  transplant 
in  .fune:  hoe  often. 


Henderson^s  Snowball  Cauliflower  To 


other.?.  It  is  the  e.nrliest  of  .nil  Cauliflowers.  Its  clo.se-growing. 
compact  habit  enables  one-third  more  to  be  planted  on  the  same 
space  of  ground  than  can  be  done  with  other  varieties.  For 
forcing  under  glass  during  winter  and  spring  Henderson’s  Snow- 
Ball  is  pectiliarl.v  well  adapted,  from  its  dwarf  growth  and  short 
outer  leaves,  and  for  this  purpose  no  other  Cauliflower  is  now 
so  largely  grown.  Its  dwarf  habit  and  short  outer  leaves  allow 
if  to  be  planted  as  close  as  18  to  20  inches  apart  each  way,  thus 
making  it  especially  valuable  to  market  gardeners.  Our  stock  is 
extra  choice,  and  cannot  be  excelled.  It  is  grown  in  Denmark 
where  this  variety  originated  by  a grower  we  believe  to  be  the 
best  in  the  world.  PRIC’E:  Pkt.,  15c;  % oz.,  G5c;  oz.,  ,'i;2.25. 

Extra  Early  Dwarf  Erfurt  i‘  S', 

in  Europe  and  with  eastern  gardeners.  First  quality.  PRICE: 
I’kt.,  10c;  14  oz.,  ,50c;  oz.,  ,?1.75. 

Farlv  Paric  known  small  sort  which  is  usually  (luite 

i-iai  ly  1 ctrib  satisfactory.  Price  is  so  low  this  year  that 
.‘ill  can  try  this  excellent  vegetable.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  ,5c;  oz.,  ,50c. 
t farirki-manrl’c  '“.te  variety  of  large  size;  fine  quality. 

1-enormanu  s price:  put.,  loc;  oz„  coc. 

Cress  or  Pepper  Grass 

Fapiv  r'sivlorl  'W'ell-known  salad.  Sow  at  intervals  all 
M^aiiy  v„uiicu  season.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  ,5c;  oz.,  10c  % lb., 
25c. 


Tviiax  ^ow  Seed  along  the  border  of  running  water. 

1 rue  vv  aier  price:  put.,  lOe;  oz.,  ,s5e. 

I Jninnri  perennial  variety;  hardy,  produces  well; 

*“**'’*  cso  same  flavor  as  Water  Cress.  Grown  on 
high,  dry  land;  does  not  run  to  seed  rapidly.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  lOe; 
yz.,  25c. 


Chicory 


I ^ snbsitule  for  coffee.  Cultivate 

gc  iAuuieuthe  same  as  carrots.  Take  up  roots  in  the 
fall,  cut  in  small  pieces  and  let  dry.  When  wanted  for  use  it  is 
roasted  and  ground  like  coffee.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5e;  oz.,  10c;  14 
lb..  25c;  lb..  75c. 

delicious  winter  vegetable  which  is  reallv  .a 
TT  y-ii-ipty  of  Chicory,  but  is  sometimes  called  French 

Endive.  It  in.akes  one  of  the  finest  of  all  s.alads  and  is  also  ex- 
celletit  boiled.  Plant  seed  in  Ma.v  or  .Tune  in  open  ground  anil 
in  the  _f. a 11  dig  tlie  roots  and  jdant  Ihem  in  earth  in  a,  dark  cool 
place  in  tlie  cellar  or  under  gi'eenhonse  Ijench.  By  planting 
deeply  in  loose  soil  a more  solid  head  is  produced  which  is  vei'v 
flue.  PRICE:  J’kt..  10c;  oz.,  .’lOc. 


Chervil 


('An  oniK'o  will  sow  100  fool  of  ilrill.) 
liOavos  used  in  soups  niul  salads.  They  have  a pleasant 
aromatic  taste  w’hich  is  greatly  liked.  Cultivated  like  parsley. 
1*RICK:  Pkt.,  DC* : oz..  ir>r:  Ih..  40c. 


One  oiinee  will  sow  18  .square  feet,  and  G pounds  will  sow  an  acre. 

Broad-Leaved,  Large-Seeded  Tse,f'‘’ duTing  ’’"'Jhe 

winter  and  spring  as  a snljstitnte  for  lettuce,  and  also  cooked 
.and  used  like  spinncli.  It  will  mature  in  six  weeks.  Sow  in 
earl.v  spring  in  drills  a foot  apart,  or  for  winter  use  sow  in 
September  and  winter  over  like  spinach.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  ,5c;  oz., 
10c;  % II'.,  -Oc;  ib.,  65c,  postpaid;  by  express,  5 lbs.  or  more 
50c  per  llu 

Chufas 


A nice  little  ground  nut  greatly  liked  by  children.  In 
flavor  resembles  the  cocoannt.  Very  prolific,  a single  one  yielil- 
ing  200  to  400  nuts  growing  .inst  under  ground  and  easily 
reached  1>y  pigs  and  poultry  if  tliey  liave  access.  Grow  liest  iii 
light,  sandy  soil,  well  fertilized.  Plant  in  April.  10  in.  apart  in 
ft.  rows.  Cover  liglitl.v.  So.ak  seed  I'efore  planting  if  very 
dry.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  20c;  lb.,  ,50c. 

Collards 


(One  oz.  will  produce  al'ont  .‘!,000  plants.) 

Collards  are  largely  used  as  "greeus"  hi  some  parts  of  the 
country,  especially  south.  They  are  a form  of  loose-headed  cab- 
bage. 

riorkvcria  satisfactory  for  general  use.  PRICE: 

Vieorgia  _ lo,..  J,,  _ yge;  lb.,  .'(il.OO 


V,^U11U1C  f„,.  cabbage,  ex- 

cel)! tbat  extra  manure  and 
plenty  of  water  will  pay  upon 
Cauliflower.  If  tlie  soil  be  dry 
water  frequentl.v,  and  it  the 
plants  could  have  a heavy 
mulch  of  hay  or  straw,  if 
would  keep  the  soil  moist, 
and  they  would  not  suffer 
from  drouth.  The  early 
kind  should  be  strong 
enough  to  plant  out  not 
later  than  the  middle  of 
April.  The  late  kinds  ma.v 
he  planted  out  same  time  as 
cahhage. 


BIG  MONEY  IN  EITTLE  THINGS. 

Very  often  there  is  good  mone.y  in  “little  things"  which,  be- 
cause they  are  small  people  are  likely  to  overlook.  Popcorn  is 
one  of  these. 

Boys  or  girls  cau  grow  an  acre  or  two  of  popcorn  and 
dispose  of  the  product  to  your  local  merchant.  There  is  a de- 
mand for  this  article  everywhere  and  in  this  way  easy  money  can 
be  earned.  Why  not  plow  up  an  .acre  or  two  and  turn  it  over  to 
the  children.  It  will  afford  them  pleasure  and  profit,  and  give 
them  some  Christinas  money  ot  their  own.  If  yon  are  humane 
— you  will  enioy  it  witii  them. 

Mammoth  White  Rice 

popcorn  is  superior  to  tliis  for  yield  or  for  pareliing.  PKICE: 
Pkt.,  5c;  pt.,  20c;  qt„  .Soc.  postpaid;  pk„  85c;  Ijy  freight  or  ex- 
press.  at  purchaser's  exiiense. 

Color  a peculiar  Instrons  golden  yel- 
V^LStJen  S \jOItieri  low;  pops  lo  a ricli  cream  color;  very 
prolific.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  pt.,  20c;  qt.,  .‘15c,  postpaid;  pk.,  85c, 
by  express,  at  purchaser's  expense. 

N#»w  ^ valuable  new  rice  popcorn,  intro- 

ixCW  IXCU  Ocaliiy  (Bleed  by  an  extensive  popcorn 
grower  in  Illinois.  Ears  niedinm  to  large;  color  bright  red; 
deep  grains  and  small  cob;  cxtremel.v  earlv  and  productive. 
Highly  recommended.  PRICE:  Pkl.,  5c;  1/2  pt.,  10c;  pt.,  20c; 
qt..  :i.5c. 
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OMC  OUNCE  AVIEE  ritOOUCK 
ABOUT  S,000  I’EANTS 


C<ol<1«‘ii  Sfll'-BInnoliiiis--  I’.v  sort. 


^ ||.  Sow  tbe  see<l  iii  ;i  slieUeroil  loi'otion  in  the 

\^UlLUr6  garden,  in  a well  prepared  seed  bed,  *as  early 
in  the  spring  as  soil  can  be  worked.  Cover  the  seed  with  a 
very  little  soil  and  firm  the  same  well. 

Keep  the  seed  bed  moist  to  insure  quick  germination 
and  vigorous  growth. 

The  plants  will  be  ready  for  planting  out  the  last  of 
•Tune,  and  previous  to  that  time  the  toj>  leaves  should  be 
sheared  off  a couple  of  times,  which  makes  stocky  plants. 

A\'hen  ready  for  setting  out,  set  pi, ants  (>  to  8 inches 
apart  in  i-ows  -t  feet  apart.  Oire  must  be  taken  to  firm  the 
soil  well  around  the  roots  of  tlie  plants.  Plants  should  be 
set  out  in  (he  evening  ami  watered  and  shaded  from  the  sun 
for  a few  d.ays.  When  the  roots  of  the  celery  plants  are 
ver.v  long  it  is  advisalde  to  trim  them  off  before  setting  to 
about  ,'l  inches.  This  facilitates  the  plant  in  far  better 
sha  pe. 

Keep  the  soil  stirred  laetween  the  rows  and  around  the 
Iilauts  until  the  middle  of  August,  then,  work  the  soil  be- 
tween the  rows  and  draw  it  around  tlie  plants  from  time 
to  time  until  the  plants  are  covered  to  their  tips  and  the.v 
will  lie  ready  for  use  soon  after.  Before  banking  up  the 
Soil,  care  should  be  taken  to  draw  the  le.aves  together,  form- 
ing a close  head. 

When  desired  for  winter  use  it  should  not  be  bleached 
in  the  field,  but  enough  soil  should  be  drawn  about  it  to 
secure  an  erect  habit  of  growth  and  transferred  to  the 
cellar  prior  to  settled  cold  weather. 

One  ounce  of  seed  will  prodm-e  about  3,(100  plants. 


Golden  Self-Blanching  n1e^nost"poPL•^ 

ry  grown.  It  is  a SEEF-BEANCHING  sort  with  little 
banking  or  covering.  The  outer  ribs  assume  a beautiful 
golden  yellow  color,  while  the  “heart”  or  vine  stalks  are 
deliriously  tender,  brittle  and  sweet.  We  offer  two  strains 
of  this  vai-iety,  viz.,  K.ATEKIN’S  “I'KIVATE  STOCK”  and 
"KE<iCE.V.K”  stock,  and  for  the  following  reason:  Some 

years  ago  1 procured  from  a celery  grower  in  France  some 
seed  of  the  Golden  Self  Blanching  variety.  That  year  there 
h.iiipened  to  be  a good  deal  cjf  troul.de  in  many  parts  of  the 
countr.v  with  California  grown  seed  of  the  Golden  Self 
Blanching  celery,  it  did  not  blam  h as  well  as  usual,  nor 
was  the  seed  as  puie.  JI.v  customers,  of  course,  noted  the 
difference  in  the  (jualit.v  between  the  French  stock  and  the 
California  stock,  and  have  sime  insisted  on  h.aving  our 
Frenc  h grown  seed,  no  matter  what  the  difference  in  price. 
In  f:ict.  I have  on  several  occasions,  when  the  French  stock 
of  seed  1 mention  was  very  scarce  and  high  in  price  sold  it 
readily  at  from  ^15.00  to  $25.00  a pound,  when  I was  only 
asking  .$;j.00  a pound  for  the  very  best  California  seed. 


Ratekin’s  Private  French  Stock 

pkt..  l.'ic;  oz.,  50c;  ^ lb.,  $1.75;  Ib.,  $G.00,  postpaid 


Regular  Stock 


lOc;  oz,,  25c;  % lb., 
postpaid. 


White  Plume 


Stalks,  inner  le.ives 
and  heart  white  and 
fit  for  use  by  simpl.v 
lying  nj)  closel.v  with 
S(d't  twine.  .Mori'  used 
(han  any  other  variety 
by  market  gardeners. 
(Mir  seed  is  of  the 
liigliest  qnalily  and 
sure  to  please  all. 
I'KIf'E:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.. 
1.5c;  14  lb„  50c;  lb.. 

)il.75. 


Giant  Pascal 


Solid,  crisp  stalks  of  incom- 
liarablc  llavor.  Sli'ong  growth, 
[irodncing  perfect  l,v  blanched 
slalks  when  hilled  up  properly. 
(If  rich,  nutty  llavor.  Blanches 
casil.v  and  is  vi'ry  brittle.  A 
fine  kceiier.  an  excellent  shipper, 
retaining  color  and  fresh  aiqiear- 
ance  a long  time.  A favorite 
with  Sonthcrii  growers.  For  mid- 
M’ipter  and  early  Spring  use  il 
is  excellent.  PKK'E:  Pkt.,  -jc ; 

b.  oZ.,  15c;  oz.,  25e;  14  I''-,  e”  1 
lb..  $2.25. 


Winter  Queen 

Of  short,  stocky  growth,  broad 
heavy  stalks.  Fine  for  Winter 
use.'  PRICE:  Pkt..  .5c;  oz.,  20c; 
Vi  Ih..  Tmc  ; He,  •'>1.75. 

April  20,  lin  k 
SitK'O  writinp:  yii  I li:ivo  r*'- 
my  SIMM)  nil  < K..  n<-*’ept 

thniiUs  for  prmnpl  nlloulioii. 

GKO.  rjKr)]>Ts,  Miifoi-a.  in. 


rinir.o. 
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Ratekin’s  Superior  White  Spine  Cucumber 


EXTRA  EARLY  PROLIFIC— THE  FINEST 
FOR  SLICING 

Onriimlipr  porfoPlioti  lias  li('(‘ii  a(taiiicil  in  tliis  grand  iraprovoniont  in  llio 
Wliifo  Spine  rainily.  It  is  an  narly,  prnlilic  and  viint  innniis  proilnrer  of  nnil'nrnily 
large  and  sy  ninn't  riral  I'rnils  nl'  an  intcnsniy  rirli,  (ip('|i  green  eoliir,  faintly  marked 
witli  liglit  yellowisli  sliading  tewarii  I lie  lip.  it  runs  very  elnse  tii  t.V|ie.  Iiearing 
practieally  no  niissliaiien  frail  nr  eiills.  II  is  I lip  ideal  fur  sliiang — llesli  lieing 
(•(inipaet,  tine-grained,  sparkliii.g  while  and  of  most  refresliing  and  delightful  flavor. 
The  vines  are  vigorous.  i|iiite  iieailliy.  mildi‘w-]iroof.  nia iiil aining  Iheir  Inxnriance 
and  Iiearing  from  Iheearliesl  lo  the  latest  season,  t'lither  for  tlie  home  garden  or 
for  niiirket  this  variety  is  witlioiit  a peer.  i’KICK:  Tkt.,  lOe ; oz.,  fiUc ; % lb.,  nOe ; 
lb..  ¥l.-"li. 


(One  onnee  will  idanl  .aO  bills,  two  iionnds  will  plant  one  aere.) 

Cnrnmliers  sm-oeed  best  in  a rlcdi,  loamy  soil,  t'hir  first  earl.v,  sow  in 
hotbeds,  in  lierr.v  boxes  or  in  small  flower  pots,  six  weeks  liefore  the.v  can 
lie  set  out  in  open  ground.  'Wheii  danger  of  frost  is  over  transiilant  in 
hills  four  feet  aiiai't  each  way.  For  general  eroj)  plant  in  o|ien  ground  in 
May.  aliont  twelve  seeds  in  a liill.  When  danger  of  lings  is  past  thin  to 
four  strong  jilants  in  a hill,  h'or  piekling.  jdaut  in  .Tune.  Sprinkle  vijies 
witli  plaster  or  air-slal'ed  lime,  or  use  Sing  Shot,  to  prolect  tliem  from  liiiitK. 


Ratekin’s  Early  Prolific  Bears  the  Whole  Season 

An  extra  early,  exceedingly  iir  dific  and  continnons-lieariiig  variety:  a distinct 
.and  attractive  selection  of  the  White  Spine  class:  the  sh.iiie  is  nniqne.  longer  tlniii 
most  sorts,  taiiering  at  eacli  end.  slightly  ridged  tlironghont,  witli  Imr  few  “knolis." 

The  color  is  lieantifnl  dark  green,  is  oih'  of  the  liest  t'ncnmliers  for  slicing 
and  general  use.  the  tlesh  being  remarkably  firm  and  crisp:  it  also  yields  a remark- 
able large  nnmber  of  fruits  for  picl;ling.  and  holds  its  cro|i  for  an  unnsnall.v  long 
period.  (See  cnt.l  PKIfE:  I’kt.,  5c;  c.z.,  15c;  14  Pi..  ;i5c  lli.,  .^1.2.5. 

I Fruits  average  ten  to  twelve  inches  in  length, 

improvea  Long  Ijreen  Xkin  a deep  rich  green;  flesh  solid,  crisp  and  of 
excellent  quality.  This  is  an  extra  selected  strain  of  tlie  original  tyiie  and  can  be 
de|)ended  upon  to  ]irodnce  the  true  long  dark  green  fruits,  excellent  alike  for 
slicing  or  pickling.  I-’KK'E:  l‘kt.,  5c;  oz.,  Kic;  Vi  lb..  iiOc : lli..  liOc. 

I J D*  1,1_  This  variety  which  originated  with  a 

LniC&gO  Improved  1 ickie  leading  plckle  grower  near  Chicago,  is 
considered  the  best  variet.v  there  is.  as  it  is  ver.v'  prolific,  matures  e.arly  and  jiro- 
dnees  an  ininiens"  nnnilier  of  desirable  sliaped  pickles.  I’KICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz..  15c; 
’4  111..  50c;  111.,  .ft .25. 

Early  Cluster 

N'iiie  vigorous,  produc- 
ing tlie  liulk  of  tlie  croii 
near  tlie  root  and  in  clus- 
ters. t''ruit  short,  with 
nniformly  thick  end.  dark 
.green,  but  paler  at  blos- 
som end.  A very  produc- 
tive sort.  fRICE:  I’kI.. 

5c;  oz..  10c;  2 oz..  15c;  14 
ill.,  -file;  Hi..  $1..50. 

Early  Frame 

.\n  old  and  |io]nilar  var- 
iety of  medium  size, 
siraiglit  and  liandsome; 
excellent  for  pickles  wlien 
voiiiig.  1‘UrrE:  I’kt..  5c; 
oz..  10c;  1/4  111..  :tOc;  Hi.. 

SI.  25 


Japanese  Climbing  Cucumber 


I inprox  lal  I’ii-Klc — rtilcago. 


RiifeUin  s Superior  Wliite  Spine. 

A marvelous  climliing  var- 
iely  introduced  from  .Tapan. 
Iinniensely  jiroductive.  it  being  estimated  it  will  yieid  tliree  limes  as  mucli 
as  any  other  variety  in  a given  siiace.  'I'he  fruits  are  of  fine  flavor.  Does 
liest  in  dry  warm  summers.  I’KICE:  I’kt..  5c;  oz..  10c;  1,  Hi..  20c;  Hi..  .’>1.00. 

Bard,  Texas. 

Genllemen  :— T’lease  send  ns  yonr  1012  seed  calalogne.  I have  always 
liad  splendid  luck  with  my  garden  seeds  Unit  I ordered  from  yon.  I hope 
1 will  receive  a catalogue  in' lime  so  as  lo  send  you  my  order  for  seeds  in 
gooi.1  lime  for  planting. 

A F.  PT.FFFF 
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Sweet  or  Su^ar  Corn 


Golden  Bantam 


Is  becoming  each  year  more  firmly  fixed  in 
popular  favor  because  of  its  extreme  early 
eharaeter,  vigorous  growth  and  surpassingly  delieious  flavor.  We  have 
Imd  Iniiidreds  of  letters  from  <aistomers,  giving  it  the  liigbest  praise  as 
the  linest  extra-earl.v  sweet  eorn  they  have  ever  grown. 

.Mthongli  tlie  dr.v  gr.airi  is  entirely  free  from  any  flint.v  gl.-ize  it  is 
excei)tioiian.v  liard  ami  firm,  lieme  can  lie  iil.-mted  earlier  than  any  other 
true  Sweet  Corn.  The  stalks  are  dwarf  and  sturdy  in  liabit,  growing  to  a 
lieighi  of  four  feet.  Tlie.v  liear  two  and  tliree  good  ears,  wliicli  are  set 
well  above  the  ground.  The  ears,  five  to  seven  indies  in  length,  have 
eight  rows  of  broad,  yellow  grains,  extending  to  the  extreme  rounded  tip. 

•Many  market  gardeners  report  that  they  find  ttOLDKN  BANT.\.M 
tlnar  most  profitable  variet.v  throughout  the,  season  (from  .successive 
plantingsl.  as  soon  as  customers  become  aciinainted  with  the  splendid 
flavor  ami  distinct  color. 

(iOI.I)KN  B.\NTA.M  is  as  distini't  in  flavor  fi’om  that  of  white 
varieties  as  in  color-  being  almost  liter.illy  “sweet  as  honey.”  The  skin 
is  so  exceptionally  tender  that  it  does  not  need  scoring  or  cutting  across 
the  grain.  ritlCE:  I'kl.,  .oc ; lb.,  10c;  ]b.,  :10c;  ;;  lbs,,  T.'c. 

fh'igioating  in  the  far  north  Ibis  variety  is  therefore 
X ccp  v,r  x^ay  extremely  e.irly  in  maturing.  Besides  this  important 
tcatnre  it  is  n ‘‘Sweet  Corn”  in 
I he  true  sense  of  the  word,  lieing 
remarkably  sweet  and  tender. 

'I'lie  stalks  grow  about  three  and 
one-half  feet  high,  :ind  are  usu- 
ally very  prolific,  producing 
from  two  to  five  ears  each,  which 
measure  about  five  incites  in 
length,  and  are  well  filled. 

PKICK;  1,  lb.,  tfic;  lb.,  .‘the; 
lbs..  7."ic. 


Early  Minnesota 

sttindard  earl.v  variet.v  that 
lets  liebl  a high  piace  in  the  list 
of  sweet  corns  ever  since  its  in- 
troduction. The  ears  are  of  good 
size,  well  flavored  and  tif  the 
best  cooking  <iualilies.  Valuable 
for  either  private  or  market  use. 

I'UICE;  I’kt.,  10c;  V-  lb.,  l.-ic; 
lb.,  ;:0c. 

Crosby’s  Early 

ror  meilium  early  use  and 
general  crop  this  is  one  of  the 
most  desir.tlde  varieties.  Ears 
are  of  medium  size  and  Iho  cook- 
ing I'lualities  excellent.  good 
cropper  and  profitable  for  famil.v 
use  and  as  n markel  sort. 

1‘KICE:  Pkt.,  r,c;  '4  lb.,  Klc; 

lb.,  ;ir>c. 

Mammoth  White  Cory 

The  largest  and  best  extra 
earl.v  sweet  corn.  The  slalks  art‘ 
no  larger  than  those  of  I he 
■'While  t'ob  Cory,"  but  each 
stalk  furnishes  two  or  more 
large,  fine  shaped  ears.  very 
symmeli'ical  and  haudsomt',  wilh 
no  opening  between  the  rows  ai 
the  base.  The  grain  is  hirge. 
broad,  very  white  and  of  re- 
markably good  quality  for  sueh 
an  early  sort.  The  beaut.v  and 
(lolden  B.aninin.  finality  of  this  variety  give  it 

ready  sale,  even  when  the  tnarkel  is  over.st  oelted.  rUIt'E:  I’kl.,  10c;  lb.,  ,h0c ; fl  lbs.,  T.ie. 

r'oiKir.l-v.vr  r*  Variety  is  often  called  the  “shoe  peg”  corn,  owing  to 

l^OUniry  oomiomao  the  arrangement  of  the  crowded  kernels  wliieh  are  long  and 
ver.v  sweet.  The  ears  average. nine  inches  in  length  and  are  borne  from  two  to  five  and  some- 
tin. es  si-X  on  each  stalk.  The  cob  is  small  and  ver.v  closely  jiacked  from  lip  to  butt  wiHi 

slender  pure  white  kernels  of  the  finest  quality.  If  you  try  this  variety  you  wili  like  it. 

I’KH'E:  rut.,  be;  1/2  H'-.  laci  1 Hj-  “Cc  1 ” l''«- 

J bcf  mau.v  years  Stowell’s  Evergreen  Corn 

Improved  ^towell  S tiVergreen  1,.|S  been  the  most  prominent  main  croii 

Mirlety  and  Is  more  largely  planted  than  any  other,  being  a general  favorite  with  canuers 
and  market  gardeners  for  late  use.  We  have  been  selecting  this  for  a number  of  .years  to 
improve  It  frTr  family  use.  The  ears  are  medium  to  large  size,  and  our  illnstration,  the  pic- 
ture of  the  e;ir  in  fit  condition  for  table  use.  The  grains  are  deep,  exce[)tionally  tender  and 
reimiin  a long  time  in  an  edible  condition.  The  dried  kernels  are  shriveled  so  iniieh  thtil 
they  readil.v  show  its  unusual  sweetness.  rBICE:  I’kt.,  .be;  Vi  H’-.  Ific.  Not  pre- 

paid, V-j  plb,  (iOc ; pk.,  .'fl.'JO;  bn.  (bO  lbs.),  iff. IK). 

liarlieiilarly  selected.  It  produces  great  stalk 
evergreen  oweei  l oauer  ]p.,t  growth,  ims  of  ears,  ami  is  ready  in  .Inly 

when  jiaslnres  are  short.  Worth  double  the  cost.  I’KICE:  I.b.,  20c;  3 lbs.,  bOc,  postpaid. 

By  express,  not  preptiid,  % pk.,  40e ; pk..  7bc;  Im.  (.bu  lbs. »,  )f2.2b. 

COLLECTION  OF  FORAGE  AND  FODDER  PLANTS 

Beats  Drouth,  furnishes  green  feed  for  live  stock  during  the  summer  months  'uhen 
pastures  are  dr.v,  and  fodder  in  winter  when  roughness  is  wanted.  The  rape,  if  sown  in 
.I  line,  will  make  pasture  from  Jul.v  until  frost,  when  the  grass  is  dormant.  The  sweet 
fodder  corn  will  bo  ready  to  cut  and  feed  from  .Inly  to  Se[)tember.  The  Millet,  'Teosinte  tind 
I’eneilaria  are  ready  when  the  corn  is  used,  and  the  Cane  will  make  excellent  rough  forage 
for  winter  use. 

40  lbs.  Evergreen  Sweet  Eodiler  Corn,  (!  lbs.  Itwarf  Esse.x  Rape,  2.’>  lbs.,  tiermaii  Millet, 

1 lb.  Teosinte,  ;J  lbs.  I’encilaria,  ti.b  lbs.  Amber  fane. 

One  hundred  jioumls  of  seed  vvill  plant  8 or  1)  acres  and  furnish  tons  of  good  feeil  for 
the  stock,  .SENT  BV  EKEIGHT,  NOT  I’KEI’.MD,  EOK  ¥4.75. 

This  Collection  will  help  you  out  during  the  dry  summer  and  fall  months. 


SlowelTs  Fvergreen. 


RATEKIN'S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


Egg  Plant 

Ratekin's  Improved  New  York  Spineless 

Our  superior  stock  of  tliis  poiuilur  viirict.v  produces  a large 
crop  of  sliapel,v  purple  fruits  of  liberai  size  and  perfect  quality. 

Tbc  plant  is  of  low  growl  li  witli  a vigorous  braucbing  babil, 
strong  euougb  to  support  its  massive  fruits,  and  compact  euougli 
to  economize  space. 

It  is  very  prolific,  tbi'  fruits  are  of  a pleasing  purple  color, 
and  llic  <|uaiil,\'  superb.  I’KICK:  I’kt.,  5;  oz.,  doc;  -14  lb.,  'JOi’ ; 
Ib.,  .'i'o.l’o. 


ItateUin’s  Mew  York  Spineless  ligg  Plant. 


('ILTL'Ui;:  A tender  plant  that  should  be  starteil  quite 

early  in  a hotbed  or  box  in  the  house,  whiidi  must  be  kept 
warm.  Transplant  late  to  open  ground  feet  aiiart. 

Farlv  I nncr  Piirnl#s  «‘“'’liPst  variety  in  existence, 

l-OIlg  trurpie  Peing  several  weeks  earlier  than 
I he  above.  Same  color  as  Improved  New  Y'ork,  but  longer  and 
somewhat  smaller.  PKIt'li:  I’kt.,  .iic ; oz.,  L’.oc ; 1/4  lb.,  yoc. 

Ratekin’s  Black  Beauty  ’if'  ff™"' 

plants.  1 he  large  fruits  are  thick,  of  most  attractive  form. 
The  skin  is  a rich,  luscious  purplish  black,  and  on  account  of 
its  rich  colorjiig  coimu.ands  a higher  price  on  the  market  than 
other  varieties.  The  fruits  set  freely  and  develop  quickly,  so 
lhal  the  entire  m’op  < au  be,  gathered  before  there  is  auy  danger 
of  frost.  This  varief.v  is  ver.v  popular  with  truckers  aud  gar- 
leiiers.  I’KIt'K:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  35c;  14  lb.,  00c. 


Kale  or  Bore  Cole 


(Oue  oz.  produces  2,-500 
plants.) 

If  you  have  never 
grown  Kohl  Habi  you 
should  try  it  this  year. 
II  is  a most  excellent 
vegetable,  in  termed  iat<‘ 
between  the  cabbage 
aud  turnip.  Cultivate 
like  cabbage  aud  cook 
like  turnips. 

Goliath  Purple 

This  is  a new  sort, 
of  immense  size,  S(did 
and  sweet.  PRICK: 
Pkt..  5e : oz.,  2()i- ; % 
lb.,  70c;  11).,  .$2.2.5. 

Early  White 
Vienna 

Flesh  is  white  and 
tender.  (lood  market 
sort.  PRICE:  Pkt., 

5c;  oz.,  20c;  % lb.,  OOc ; 
lb.,  $2.00. 


Endive 


(Une  ounce  will  sow  about  GO  sq.  fl.) 

I’referred  to  lettme  by  Ibose  .wbo  luivo  tried  it.  Should  he 
more  l.argely  used,  one  of  the  best  and  most  wholesome  salads 
for  fall  ;irid'  winter  use.  Sow  seeds  in  April  for  early  use  or  in 
.Iiine  or  .Inly  for  winter  use.  When  leaves  are  8 inches  long 
lie  together  with  ;i  string  near  tui)  to  lihimdi. 

1 „ J Has  finely  cut  le.-ives  and  makes  a fiand- 

V^rCGIl  ^UriOQ  some  plant.  I’KICE:  I'kt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c; 

i/i  lb.,  lOc;  lb.,  $1.2.5. 

Also  called  winter  lettuce.  This  flue  new 
'Jlian.l  r ririg€Cl  variety  is  the  best  of  all.  It  is  a strong, 
vigorous  grower,  making  a large,  while  he.-irt,  and  the  leaves  :ire 
beautifully  curled,  and  of  best  (juality.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5e ; oz., 

15c;  J-i  lb'..  50e;  lb.,  $1.50. 

Ground  Celery 

Improved  Yellow 

which  grow  well  on  any  dry  soil,  arc  easier  raised  tbau  tlie 
loumto,  ;ire  prolific  bearers,  and  oil!  wlmt  luscious  fruit.  For 
sauce  or  pies  they  .are  excellent.  They  :ire  delicious  ;is  pre- 
, serves  ;md  wlieii  drie<l  in  siig:ir  :irc  nniclj  better  than  r.aisins 
for  cakes  :uid  puddings,  and  they  will  keep,  in  the  shuck,  if 
kept  in  a cool  pi, -ice,  nearly  all  winter.  No  one,  after  raising 
tlieni  oni;e,  will  ever  make  a garden  again  witlioiit  devoting  :i 
portion  to  the  (Iround  Cherry.  Hirections  for  preserving  with 
each  pkt.  I’RICE:  f’kt..  5c;  ),{.  oz.,  20c;  oz.,  30c. 


Cultivate  like  cucumbers;  may  he  trained  over  lattice  work, 
fences,  etc. 


Japanese  Nest  Egg 


Grows  almost  uniformly  to  the 
size,  color  anil  sha|ie  of  a hen's 
egg.  The  shells  are  hard  aud  make  the  very  best  of  nest  eggs, 
as  I lie.v  do  not  cr:ick.  The  birgest  ones,  when  sawed  in  two, 
nuike  excellent  pots  for  starting  tomato,  str;i wherry  ami  other 
idants.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  20c. 

Oinir»#»P  M:ikes  :i  lighter  and  more  convenient  dipper  than 
LJipptSr  iig  bought.  Dippers  of  various  sizes  of  a capa- 

city from  a pint  to  a (]U:irt  and  a half,  can  he  had  from  a few 
vines.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz..  20c. 

Very  large  aud  strong  grower.  For 
buckets,  etc.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  20c. 

This  fruit  has  iieculuir  lining 
which  is  spongc-like,  porous, 
tougli.  ehistic  and  dunible,  making  a imtural  dislicloUi  or 
sjionge.  Start  seed  early.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  10c;  oz.,  2.5i'. 

Grows  to  immense  size — I to  .5  feet  in 
nercuies  \^lUO  longtli.  price.-  I’kt..  5c;  UZ„  25c. 

Seeds  of  aliove  mixed.  Tliis  is  a very 
liopiihir  item  with  our  customers.  Many 
grow  them  as  etiriosities,  Init  they  are  really  useful  in  many 
w:i.vs.  They  are  easily  grown  aud  will  repay  the  work  expended. 
PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  20c. 

Ornam#»nfal  ^ mixture  of  odd-shaped  and 

WrnAmeniai  mixea  fancy-colored  sorts.  M;iuy  hand- 
some and  useful  sm:ill  gourds  in  this  mixture.  Also  offered 
among  ornamental  climbers  in  flower  seed  list.  PRICE:  I’kt., 

.)C;  oz.,  30c. 


Sugar  Trough 
Luffa,  or  Dishcloth 


Mixed  Utility 


Leek 

London  Flag 

The  Leek  is  closely 
allied  to  the  Onion. 
The  entire  lower  por- 
tion of  the  plant  is 
used,  which  is  smooth, 
solid  aud  generall.v  tlie 
same  thickness 
throughout  its  length 
aud  not  swollen  like  an 
Onion.  It  is  served  us 
a veget;ii)le  ;ind  in 
soups.  The  flavor  is 
mild,  ;ind  preferrefl  by 
many  for  tbis  reason. 
London  Flag  is  the 
liest  variety  for  gen- 
er:il  use.  I’RICE:  I’kt., 
■>c  ; oz.,  10c : i/i  11).,  lOc ; 
1 lb.,  $1.00. 


Kohl  Rabi 


A singular  variety  of 
'abl)age  with  au  eii- 
irged  swollen  stem, 

.-hicb  forms  iinme- 
iately  al)ove  the  ground.  It  is  extremely  tender  aud  part:ikes 
f the  flavor  of  both  Turnip  aud  Cabli;ige.  Should  be  in  every 

aiden.  bright  purple.  The  leaf  aud 

stems  are  tinged  with  purple. 
, .55c;  Vi  li>..  -$LO0;  Ih.,  .$2.75. 
Flesli  wliite  and  tender;  good 
iiuirkct  sorl.  I’RICF-;:  I’kI.. 


ariieu. 

ilarly  Purple  Vienna 

■RICE:  T’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  30c;  2 oz. 

Larly  White  Vienna 


2llc;  i;  lb 


.50c;  I lb..  $1. 
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Ratekin’s  Superior  Lettuce  Seed 


(One  ounce  will  sow  100  fl.  of  (Irill.) 

No  vegetalilc  is  more  universally  used  Ibau  lettuce,  and  to  lie  I liorouglily  ,i|i|ircci,ileil  it  must  ho  lirouglit  to  (Lie  l.ilile  fresh  aud 
unwilted.  Quality  depends  largely  upon  ra|iid  and  vigorous  growth.  ISow  in  hotlied  in  Marcli  and  in  open  .grouinl  as  earl.v  as  it 
.■an  be  worked,  thinly  in  drills  one  foot  apart.  For  succession,  sjw  every  three  weeks  during  season.  Thin  out  plants  as  they 


Early  Curled  Simpson 

An  improved  variet.v  of  Curled  Simp- 
son, witli  large,  loose  head  and  excel- 
lent flavor.  riilt'K;  I’kt.,  fic ; oz.,  10c; 
>/j  lb.,  30c;  1 111.,  $1.00. 


Grand  Rapids  Lettuce 

This  grand  lettuce  delights  all  who 
grow  it.  It  is  eiiually  suited  for  the 
market  gardener  anil  the  private 
planter.  The  market  gardener  will  find 
that  this  lettuce  will  command  a pre- 
mium over  other  sorts  on  account  of  its 
appearance  and  iiuality,  while  for  pri- 
vate gardens  no  other  lettuce  aiiproach- 
cs  it  for  table  use.  Foi-  salads  it  is  iin- 
eijualed.  A forcing  variety  of  superioi' 
quality  and  beautiful  appearam  e,  si  rung 
grower,  free  from  rot,  ami  keeps  crisp 
aud  tender  without  wilting  wiien  ex- 
posed for  sale  longer  than  any  oilier 
forcing  lettuce.  It  is  also  a desirable 
variety  for  sowing  in  open  ground. 
I’KICK:  l“kt.,  oc ; oz.,  15c;  % lb.,  -lUc ; 

lb., 


California  Cream  Butter 

A splendid  varioly  for  summer.  It 
produces  a very  large  and  white  head. 
It  will  stand  e.xtreme  heat  and  is  slow 
I I go  to  seed.  PKICK:  I’kt.,  5e ; oz., 

lUe;  14  lb.,  30c;  lb.,  DOc, 


unusually  solid 
g head,  is  quick  growing 
aud  .always  crisp  and  tender,  whether 
propagated  in  carl.i’  spring  or  in  Ibo 
not  days  of  summer.  I’KICli;:  I’kt., 

jc ; oz.,  15c;  Vi  lli.,  30c;  lb..  00c. 


(irand  Itanids  Lettuce. 


KateKiii’s  Kurly  I’rizeliead. 

Ratekin’s  Early  Prize  Head  hiad!"7imi  remaln'rtem 

der  and  crisp  throughout  the  season;  is  pronqit  to  head,  but  slow 
to  seed;  of  superior  llavor  and  very  hard.  I.e.ives  of  dark  reddish 

brown  color,  variegated  with  dark  green.  It  is  an  immensely  popular 
...  _ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(Katekin’s  Private  Stock.)  This  is  one 
of  the  very  best  of  the  "Butter”  head 
lettuces.  It  is  a very  great  favorite  with  market  gardeners  on  the 
cit.y  niarkets,  and  with  them  hoids  the  lead  in  iioiut  of  iiopularity. 
This  is  getting  to  be  equally  true  in  other  markets.  PKIC'E:  Large 
pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  lOe;  % H>-.  30e;  lb.,  .$1.00,  postpaid. 


variet.v.  PKlcii;:  J’kt.,  be; 

Market  Gardeners 


Black  Seeded  Simpson  larf.’-' hi  sTzel'of 

fine  f|iinlitv.  One  of  the  l»est  for  foivini*:  or  <>nt(l'H>r  plant- 
ing-. PKU  K:  or;  oz.,  lOr  ; Vi- Ih., '’l2oc  ; Ih..  hOr. 

Ratekin’s  May  King  Lettuce  fV'"''^foreilf| 

under  glas.s  or  outdoor  plaiitiug.  The  plants  are. of  iiuick 
growth,  iir'actirally  all  head  aud  handsome.  From  early 
spriiig  idaiitiugs  in  the  qpen  .ground  they  grow  quickly  t i 
a diameter,  of  six  , to  seven  inches,  witli  the  broad,  light 
green  outer  leaves  foldtug  closely  about  tlft-  round  solid 
Jiead.  In  cool  weather,  the  edges  of  these  outer  leaves  are 
lightly  tin.ged  with  brown.  TlU'  iiiuer  leaves  . -ire  hlauehed 
to  a rich  golden  .yellow,  and  have  a (SPFCI.-VLLV.  J'INE, 
ItICll,  I51TTKKV'  I'L-VVOK.  ’The  solid  round  heads  are  so 
lirmfv  folded  th.it  the.v  can  he  shipped  to  dislaut  niarkets 
ami  arrive  in  the  host  of  comlitioii.  It  is  the  very  best 
lettuce  for  early  idauliu,g  in  tlu'  S|iriii,g.  and  again  diiriug 
.\u.gust  ami  Sc|itemher  for  fall  use.  J’KICli:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz., 
lt)c;  ii  lb.,  3.5c;  lb.,  .si.iiti. 
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Ratekin’s  Big  Boston  Lettuce 

A OKAM»  LAlUiK  (ABliACiK  lACTTUCK. 

I'or  lOifhcr  Mulsunimcr  or  I'all  I'sc.  His,  <'oiii|Kirt,  Tt'iider  and 
Crihi>,  (.'rraiii.v-U  liite  Heads. 

'I'liis  grand  variety  lias  pi-oven  (o  be  niosl  valuable,  sleailily 
gaining  in  ))c)iinlarii y until  it  is  now  nmre  extensively  grown  tlian 
any  oilier  kind  of  lettui'O,  either  for  tlie  |irivate  lalde  or  for  sale, 
Xoidli,  .South,  East  or  ^^'est.  Whetlier  gi’own  in  the  open  ground 
for  snniiner  and  fall  use,  or  in  frames  for  s)iring,  or  forced  coid 
in  greenhouses  for  winter  use  it  invariably  gives  botli  grower  and 
user  the  ntinost  satisfaction,  iirodncing  during  all  seasons,  under 
ordinarily  favorable  conditions,  splendid  large  buttery-yellow 
Innids,  iKicked  with  thoroughly  blanchi'd  leaves,  crisp,  tender, 
sweet  and  white,  delighting  both  the  palate  and  the  eye.  This 
gi'and  variet.v  makes  a handsome  jilant,  xvith  but  few  ontsiile 
leaves,  and  stands  long  before  boiling  to  seed.  Although  Big 
Boston  is  one  of  the  best  large-headed  midsummer  lettuces  it  is 
also  tiecnliarly  adaiited  for  cool,  open-ground  culture;  large  areas 
of  it  may  la'  .seen  in  the  vicinity  of  northern  Iowa  as  late  as 
Xoveinber  l.lth;  a slight  covering  of  salt  hay  ainiil.v  protects  the 
plants  from  lianl  frosts,  and  when  cut  for  market  the  leaves  are  as 
fresh,  bright  aiul  nntinged  as  if  in  mid-summer.  'ITiousauds  of 
acres  of  it  are  grown  during  the  winter  in  Floriila  and  other 
Southern  States  for  shipping  to  northern  markets.  As  far  north  as 
Jlinnesota  it  is  a wonderfully  popular  .summer  lettuce.  In  fact, 
we  know  of  no  other  variety  th.at  giyes  siich  general  satisfaction 
under  so  many  yaried  conditions.  I’UICE:  I’kl.,  lUc;  oz.,  hOc ; */i 
lb.,  50c;  lb„  .fl.50. 


Big  Boston. 


Ratekin’s  Improved  Hanson  i;e’t‘'  m,'If^'ga\'-denm-s‘“w^^ 

are  sure  that  no  v.ariety  <'an  surpass  our  “I.'MPKOVIClt  H.VNSOIN” 
I.ettuce,  lieliciously  sweet.  cris|i  and  tender,  and  absolutely  free 
from  any  rank  or  bitter  taste.  Besisls  the  summer  heat  extremely 
well.  It  cannot  be  too  highly  iir.aiscd.  I’KICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  lOi- ; 
lb.,  25c;  1 lb„  00c. 

excellent  siiriug,  summer  .and  fall  variety, 
forming  good-sized  heads.  PKIC'E:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz., 
10c;  ’4  lb.,  30c;  lb.,  .Hll.OO. 


CHILDREN’S  CORNER  GARDEN 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  induce  the  children 'to  take  an 
interest  in  the  vegetable  garden,  but  all  children  delight  in 
melons,  fruits,  nuts  and  pop  corn,  and  we  have  made  a little 
collection  which  xvill  afford  them  delightful  things  to  eat,  and 
which  they  will  work  to  produce  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  labor. 

1 pkt.  Yellow  Ground  C'herr.v,  sweet  and  good;  1 i>kt. 
Monarch  AVliite  Kice  I’op  Corn,  enjo.ved  by  everybody;  1 oz. 
Chiifas  or  Barth  Almonds,  small,  sweet  ground  nuts  of  de- 
licious flavor;  % B>.  Ked  Cross  I’eanuts.  can  be  grown  in  any 
good  soil;  1 pkt.  Kock.v  Ford  Jliisk  Melon,  alwa.vs  well  flavor- 
ed ; 1 oz.  Sweetheart  Water  .Melon,  as  good  as  its  name.  All  the 
above  poslftaid  for  only  40e. 


Musk  Melons  or  Cantaloupes 

(One  ounce  xvill  jdant  about  (10  hills,  3 lbs.  to  the  acre.) 

The  soil  best  adapted  to  melon  is  a warm,  rich,  sandy  loam. 
Plant  in  hills  five  or  six  feet  apart  each  way,  ten  or  twelve  seeds  in 
a hill.  When  tliey  liegin  to  vine,  thin  out,  leaving  only  four  of  the 
most  tlirifty.  As  melons  are  very  sensitive  to  cold,  they  should  not 
be  planted  niitil  the  settled  warm  weatlier  begins — in  this  latitude 
ul)nut  the  middle  of  May.  Cultivatioii  sliould  ('ommeuce  as  soon  as 
the  plants  uppeur  ulnjve  the  ground,  ami  be  kept  up  once  a week 
until  the  vines  interfere  too  much.  You  will  be  pleased  witli  our 
seed,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  firoduced  at  Altooua,  with  special 
care. 

Ratekin’s  Rocky  Ford  Muskmelon  wo^rwl 

l aiuoiis  for  Its  Captivating  I'lavor.  KOCKV  BOKH  ims  proven  to  be 
u most  valmible  miiskmelon  ; its  size,  shupe  and  ((uality  exactl.v  suit 
the  ejiicure.  It  somewhat  resembles  tbe  old  Netted  tiem,  but  is  more 
oval  in  sliai>e.  Tbe  vines  ure  exceedingly  heulthy  ami  vigorous,  l>e;ir- 
iug  a?i  enormous  (luautity  of  fruits  during  the  entire  season.  It  is 
safe  to  s:iy  that  no  melon  has  ever  come  into  the  market  which  has 
sold  so  I'eadily  and  at  such  high  prices  as  the  Kock.v  Ford,  often  to 
the  exclusion  of  otlier  varieties.  The  color  of  the  skin  is  of  u rieh, 
greeiiisli-gold ; tlie  netting  is  pi-omiueut  unci  liglit  in  eolor;  uppear- 
auee  very  dtl ractive.  Tlie  llesh  is  very  di'ep,  ripening  clear  to  the 
rind;  ver.v  solid,  .vet  tlinrouglil.v  melting,  and  it  lias  an  exeeialingly 
smull  seed  envity.  IT  IS  VKKV  SWBBT  .AXI)  lA  SCIOCS  IX 
1 B.VVOK.  .Our  seed  was  esiieeia lly  grown  for  ns  by  n careful  grower 
at  Kocky  Ford,  and  is  the  best  type  of  the  geiiiiiiie  Koeky  Ford 
Mnskmelon.  It  Inis  been  used  in  many  sections  niid  is  pronounced 
by  melon  growers  a very  superior  strain.  I’KICB:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c; 
Vi  lb.,  30c ; lb.,  ,‘?1.00. 


Kalekin’s  Kocky  Ford. 


Additional  varieties  of  Musk  Melons  on  next  page.  A home  grown  Musk  Melon 
is  always  superior  to  one  bought  in  market. 
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Muskmelons  or  Cantaloupes— Continued 

ri  LXDKlii. — yeecl  iu  hills  1 (n  0 feel  ajciri  o;k'Ii  A\ay,  after  hanger  of  frost  is  over.  T'se  well  rotted  uiauuro  in  lljo 
hills.  Insert  seed  just  under  surface  of  soil:  1 ouuee  lo  du  hills:  jkohmIs  to  a<'re.  Thiu  out.  leaving  ouly  4 plants  to  a hill.  A 
light,  warm  soil  is  best,  but  there  are  varieties  adapted  to  heavy  loams,  if  well  drained,  hi  hoeing  draw  the  soil  well  up  to  the 
plants,  right  bugs  with  tobacco  dust,  Slug  Shot,  air  slaked  lime,  land  plaster  or  Bug  Death. 


Ratekin’s  New  Improved  Rocky  Ford 
Rust  Resistant  Tliis  type  is  the  higliest 
devel()})iuent,  t)otli  a.s  to 
netting  Mini  riist-resistant 
(pialities,  yet  attained  in 
tile  Itoeky  Ford  Canta- 
loupe. AVhen  vines  of 
some  varieties  are  entirely 
killed  by  rnst  and  blight 
Ai  itbin  tAvo  Aveeks  after  the 
sliipping  season,  the  A'ines 
are  green  and  continue  to 
blossom  ami  set  frnit  until 
frost.  The  melons  rnn  very 
uniform  in  size  and  the  ex- 
ceptionally heavy  netting 
is  laced  and  interlaced 
over  the  entire  surface, 
making  it  an  ideal  shipper. 
The  tiesh  is  green,  shading 
to  salmon  about  the  seed 
cavity  Avhich  is  nnnsnally 
small.  The  meat  is  solid 
and  line  graiiunl,  flavor 
nnexcelled.  Wliile  a feAV 
days  later  than  the  Early 
Hackensack,  it  is  more 
prolific.  Desirable  Avliere 
there  is  an  excessive  rain- 
fall. PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz., 
lUc;  Vd  II'-,  ^dc;  lb.,  st^l.OU. 


lmi>rov<Ml  KocUy  Xor<l. 


Ratekin's 
Extra  Early 
Market 

n.s  beiiutifiil  sbapo  ami 
ham.lsouic  appearam-i'  .art'  rc- 
iLiarked  upon  tvlien  iilat-ed  side 
li.v  side  on  Ibc  niarUel  bom-li 
or  <-ounler  willi  any  of  tbe 
popular  sorts  of  (be  day.  it 
ripens  only  ,a  lA'w  days  .a Tier 
Ibe  early  H.-irbensaek,  i.s  more 
proliti<',  im>ri‘  iiniforiii,  Ijeai's 
longer  and  llie  truit  is  more 
solid  : seldom  tiiirsls  at  Iilos- 
siim  end:  llavor  and  quality 
aj'e  all  dial  ean  be  desired.  !( 
is  green  llesbed,  \iilb  a small 
seed  eavily.  A valnalde  sort 
tor  general  crop.  rmCK: 
pkt.,  .5e;  oz.,  lOe ; >4  lb.,  40e ; 
lb.,  .'fl.-i.A. 


SHENANDOAH,  tOWA 
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I is  tl>e  earliesi  of  tbe  green  llesbed  sorts 

JU.1E1IU  ji,g  sweetest.  It  is  round  or  flat- 

tened. In  size  it  is  small,  lieiiig  from  three  to  live  inebes  in 
diameter — a very  eunvenient  size  for  serving  in  lialves.  If  is 
}iiore  largely  grown  in  tbe  great  melon  produeing  state  of  New 
•lersey  Ulan  any  <)tlier  soi'l.  .ami  is  used  in  enoi-iuons  iiuantities 
in  tbe  I'lasterii  cities  and  at  ibe  seasliore  resorts.  'I'lie  vines  are 
'■ery  prolitic  and  llu'  .aillnre  prolit.-ible.  PKICli;:  Large  pkt.,  !Ac 
oz..  10c;  ij  11).,  '_‘,jc ; lb.  7-Ae ; iiostpaid. 


f . 17  I If 1 AVe  offer  under  tliis  name 

Extra  t,arly  Hackensack  ,,  very  distinct  stock,  dif- 
ferent and  miicb  sniierior  to  tliat  often  sold  as  Extra  Early 
Hackensack.  Tbe  fruit  is  medium  sized,  nearly  round,  with  deep 
ril)S  and  very  coarse  netting.  Tlie  tlesb  is  green,  a little  coarse, 

I) ut  very  juicy  aud  sweet.  TllICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % 30c; 

II) .,  OOc. 
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Ratekin’s  Perfection  Muskmelon 


A I>ist  inffuislied  IMolon 
High  Bretl  at  Kvery  Point. 


RATEKIN’S  PERFECTION 


fropper.  Stiioy 
nial!  Seed  < avify 


((irepn  flesh.)  A pni’n^on  of  inpi-if — in  size,  shape,  netting, 
:ippeai'iince,  aroma,  flavor,  dei)th  of  flesh,  smallness  of  seed  cav- 
ity, cropping  ;ildlity  and  sldp|dng-  (inality.  I);  leaves  nothing  to 
l)e  desired, 

Ratekin's  Perfection  was  hred  hy  .Tohn  ,T.  Irwood,  near 
Rocky  Ford,  Coior,ido,  ;m  expert  in  his  iine.  Its  parents  were 
Metted  Gem  and  Pineapple,  witli  a second  hyliridizing  witli  one 
of  its  i)arents.  This  was  fuiiowed  b.v  five  years  of  careful  selec- 
tion. The  result  was  a melon  of  wide  local  celelirity,  and  one 
which  commands  exclusive  pirices  in  several  great  cities. 

Ratekin’s  Perfection  is  an  early  melon,  maturing  in  Iowa 
Ihe  last  of  .July  to  tlie  first  of  Angnsl.  It  is  larger  tlian  Rocky 
Ford,  the  averng(‘  weiglit  l)eing  somewhat  aliove  two  [lonnds. 
It  has  an  ideal  sliape  foi’  a fashionalde  market.  Tlie  Hesli  is 
green.  Tlie  interior  seed  cavity  is  small,  and  of  Iriangnlar  or 
[M'ismalic  sliaiie,  Ihe  seeds  lieing  few. 

As  a table  melon  Ratekin's  Perfection  cannot  lie  surpassed. 
In  delicacy  and  iinality  of  flavor  il  is  unexcelled  by  any  variety 


on  my  list.  The  flesh  is  dee]t  and  firm,  extending  from  the 
rind  almost  to  centre  of  the  melon. 

Ratekin's  Perl’erdion  bears  trans)iortation  well,  and  (’an  be 
carried  to  distant  cities  without  injnr.v.  tine  of  Irwood's  main 
markets  was  over  400  miles  from  his  farm,  and  the  melons  al- 
ways stood  the  journey  ]ierfectly,  and  would  have  traveled  a 
Ihousand  miles  just  as  easily. 

Ratekin’s  Perfection  lias  every  good  quality  possesseil  by  the 
Rocky  Ford,  with  the  added  value  of  being  more  iirodnctive. 
It  will  show  Ihe  effects  of  long  continued  drought,  in  common 
with  all  forms  of  vegetation,  but  does  not  seem  to  lose  its 
strength  wliile  lying  dormant  under  a scordiing  sun.  Upon 
tlie  coming  of  rain  it  responds  at  once  in  tlie  way  of  continued 
growth  and  abundance  of  fruit. 

Ratekin's  Perfection  is  now  sold  all  over  the  Tl.  R.  under 
a half  dozen  different  names.  Send  to  headquarters  for  the 
genuine  Seed.  PKICK:  Pkt.,  10c;  oz.,  l.-ic;  >/,  lb.,,  4llc ; lb.,  !f1..'in, 
postpaid. 


Emerald  Gem 


One  of  tlie  most  de- 
licious little  melons 
Unit  we  have  ever  eaten. 
The  flesh  is  thick,  of  a 
siifl'iised  salmon  color, 
almost  red,  and  ripens 
thoroughly  to  the  ex- 
treme thill  green  rind, 
it  is  peculiarly  cryslal- 
ine  in  appearance,  juicy 
and  ricli.  The  flavor  is 
sweet  and  luscious  be- 
I’oloske.v.  yond  description.  Ratli- 

sniall  for  marketing,  but  verv  nice  for  home  use.  I’KICK:  Pkt.,  be; 
lUc;  14  lb.,  :«)i-;  lb.,  liOc. 

‘The  new  Rocky  Ford  Melon  with  GOLDEN 
Mi'lAT."  Tliis  describes  the  melon  fully.  In  ap- 
liearance  it  looks  just  as  tlie  best  types  of  Green  fleshed  Gems.  'I'he 
oi-iginator  worked  on  this  strain  several  years  in  order  to  perfect 
it  and  claims  il  to  be  the  best  melon  on  tlie  market  today.  PRiril: 
(ikt.,  be;  oz.,  Ibc;  -J  oz.,  ’jbe ; jj  lb..  40c;  lb.,  Sl.'Jb,  fiostpaid. 


I’liiil  Hose 


Burrell  Gem 


Paul  Rose,  or  Petoskey  Ji" 


the  good  qualities  of  the  Netted 
(iem  and  Osage,  the  varieties  from  which  it  orig- 
inated. possessing  the  sweetness  of  the  latter,  witli  tlie  finely  netted  appearance  of  the 
Gem.  I''rnit  oval,  about  five  indies  in  diameter,  sliape  and  general  aiiiiearame  similar 
to  the  Netted  Gem;  of  a liglit  green  or  faint  golden  line  when  fully  ripe.  Firm  flesli, 
a rich  orangi'  like  tlie  t.)sage,  but  even  sweeter  and  higlier  flavored;  ripens  close  down 
to  the  rind,  with  small  seed  cavity;  the  most  uniformly  good  of  an.v  innskmelon  .grown. 
Rest  sliipper,  just  tlie  size  for  hotel  and  table  use.  Really  has  no  equal  as  a market 
melon  for  iirofessioiial  growers,  and  one  of  the  ver.v  Itest  sorts  for  tlie  home  garden. 
An  exceptionally  pure  and  fine  stock.  PRICE:  T.arge  Pkt.,  be;  oz.,  Iflc;  lb.,  tide; 
lb.,  .'jl.lb,  postimid. 


Emerald  fteni. 
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Watermelons — The  Best  New  and  Standard  Varieties 

^1.  A liijUt,  suiidy  soil,  with  good  exposure  to  the  sun, is  the  best  situation  to  plant  Water  Melons.  The  ground  should 

C^UltUrC  pe  prepared  deep,  but  receive  siuillow  cultivation. Hoe  often  and  very  lliorouglily.  If  extra-large  M’ater  Melons  are 
desiied,  for  exliibition  |)nr)ioses,  leave  but  one  or  two  on  a single  vine.  I’l.-iut  in  liills  S to  PI  feet  aiiart  ea(di  way.  witli  a very 
generoi'is  sliovell'nl  of  well-rott<'(l  manure  mixed  witli  tlie  soil  in  eai-li  liill.  If  conimen-i.il  fertilizer  is  used,  it  sliould  contain  a large 
penentage  of  ammonia  and  potasli.  Plant  eight  or  ten  seeds  in  each  hill,  and  tinally,  wlien  danger  from  insects  is  past,  thin  out 
to  tliree  strong  pl.ints.  Owing  to  the  large  size  of  Water- .Melon  seeds,  the  ounce  size  packets  are  about  rigid  for  small  gardens. 
One  ounce  of  seed  will  plant  2(1  to  30  hills;  four  or  live  pounds  will  plant  an  acre. 


Plant  the  Watson  or  “Tom  Watson”  Watermelon.  It’s  a Good  One 

TIh'to  are  a few  people  tlial  agree  wHh  Tom  Wutson’s  political  views  and  many  that  don’t.  However,  we  never  have  swn  any- 
body lliut  didn’t  ackm»wle(hjfe  tliat  the  “Tom  Walson  ’ watermelon  was  the  best  melon  they  ever  grew.  We  have  watelied  this  melon 
lor  several  years  and  grew  it  in  our  seed  erop  last  year.  It’s  an  all  right  melon  in  every  respeet.  It  has  the  best  of  eating  qualities 
and  it  stands  shipment  as  well  us  the  liest  of  shipping  melons  such  a.s  Seminole,  Chamiiion,  Kolb  Gem  and  others.  If  you  grow  the 
Watson  melon  you  have  something  that  sells  on  sight  in  all  the  marlcets  at  a good  priee;  it  stands  shipment  perfe<*tly  and  it  you  eat 
it  at  home  you  won’t  find  it  inferior  to  Monte  Christo,  KleeUley  or  .\lahama  Sweets.  The  Watson  is  an  all  right  eombination  melon, 
good  at  all  times  anil  for  all  puri>oses,  I’HICF’:  l*Ut..  lOe;  ounee.,  !.■><•;  ^ Ih..  Soe;  pound,  Jj'l.OO,  postpaid.  10  pounds  or  over,  not 
prepaid,  «.■>  cents  jier  (>ound.  . i *.  f v 

'J'lie  SoiUh  is  llie  lioiiie  of  the  waterinoloii,  .•iml  every  one  wants  to  grow  them  to  jierfection.  Tliere  is  nothing  that  can 
the  pla<'(‘  of  a large,  sweet,  jnhy  watermelon  on  a hot  summer  day,  ami  onr  spt'cial  strains  of  Sonihern  grown  melon  seed  should 
)>e  used  in  every  garden  where  something  especially  good  is  wanted. 

The  source  of  snjjply  is  from  the  Southern  States  where  crops  are  grown  for  seed  imrposes,  but  see<l  saved  from  everything, 
large  and  small,  perfect  and  imperfect.  We  have  seen  crops  of  this  kind  where  seed  were  l)eing  savc*d  from  melons  weighing  not 
over  two  or  three  jioimds,  most  of  them  diseased  and  rotten  ended.  Many  Nortliern  houses  are  using  the  latter  seed  and  have 
been  for  years.  They  can  l)uy  and  sell  it  at  a cheap  price,  but  you  don’t  and  can’t  expect  to  get  good  melons  from  seed  saved  like 
(bat.  Kvery  cent  saved  l)y  you  if  you  purchase  such  seed  costs  you  dollars  in  your  crop  groMii  from  it. 


Sweet  Heart  Melon  iarH%’^liU-|e!  hand- 
some, Iie.Tvy  ;uiil  productive.  Shape  is  oval; 
color,  mottled  light  to  very  dark  green.  Flesh 
bright  red,  solid,  tender  ;iik1  ver.v  sweet.  PKICK: 
I’kt.,  •Ic;  oz.,  10c;  l.i  11).,  ‘JOc ; lb.,  Tuc. 

Ratekin’s  Champion  KoUMs^Ve’m^^nd 

Sweet  Ile:irt.  .Ml  that  could  be  said  of 
KOI.B’S  OK.M  as  to  good  shipping  qualities  can 
be  truthfully  st;ited  in  a higlier  degree  of  RATE- 
KIN’S  CIIA.Ml’ION.  .Vll  the  praise  of  high  quality 
bestowed  on  the  Sweet  Heart  c.an  he  repeated  of 
nur  new  melon,  hut  its  prominent  point  of  merit 
is  its  extreme  size.  NO  MELON  EVER  YET 
rRODUCEI)  .VNVTHING  LIKE  SO  UNIFORM- 
LY LARGE  FRUIT,  NOR  APPROACHING  IT 
IN  PROlU'CTIVENES-S.  Melons  weighing  from 
40  to  (JO  Ihs.  are  frequent.  It  is  the  most  prolifie 
watermelon  ever  grown.  Its  color  is  a rich,  dark 
green.  Of  uniform,  symmetric.il  sliape,  roundisli 
to  blunty  oval,  and  tliis  similarity  of  sliape  run- 
ning throngli  file  whole  field.  PRICE:  Pkt..  10c; 
oz„  1.5c;  J4  Ih.,  3rjc;  II).,  ,'fl.i-). 


National  Watermelon. 

Ratekin’s  New  National  Melon  waTermMon  Vel^eHed 

(he  name  of  National  was  hecaiise  of  its  iirovou  aldlit.v  to  llonrisli 
almost  aii.ywliej'O,  even  in  districts  wliere  w;i(crmeIons  are  not  iisnally 
grown.  Tlie  National  is  a watermelon  of  nieiliiim  to  large  size  and 
of  high  tai)le  <|iiality.  It  is  of  southern  origin,  init  tlirives  well  in 
the  iiortli.  Ill  sliaiio  it  is  oliloiig.  'I'he  outside  color  is  |iale.  wiili  dark 
niarkiiig's,  _ resemliliiig  Seminole.  lint  witli  markings  more  distinct. 
The  tiesh  is  lirillinnt  red  in  color  and  remarkald.v  solid — so  solid,  in 
fact,  tliat  a 40-]ionnd  National  Watermelon  does  not  aiipear  to  lie 
much  larger  Gian  a Seminole  weighing  onl.v  twenty-five  iioiiiids.  Tlie 
ll.'ivor  is  delicious,  and  the  tlesii  is  entirely  striiigless.  Tlie  riinl, 
fliongh  thill.  Is  very  tough,  insuring  good  shipping  qualities.  I’RICE: 
l“kt.,  10c;  oz..  1.1c;  % lb.,  MOc;  11).,  Toe,  not  prejiaid.  Siiechil  iiriees 
oil  4 11).  lots  and  over. 


For  additional  list  of  standard  varieties  of  Water  Melons  see  next  page 
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RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


Watermeions-Best  Standard  Varieties— Continued 


Seminole  Watermelon 


Our  Kleckley  Sweet 


Oiu’  KliM-Mey  Sxvi'et  is  one  oT 
I lie  inusi  piiiiiiliH'  melons 

;^ro\vii.  No  nu'loii  li:is  ever  lielor(* 
nttnineil  such  popularil.v  in  so 
sliorl.  :i  iiine  I'oi*  home  use  :iml 
iiearliy  markets.  It's  a jierfeet 
Uieloii'  for  lli.at  ]JUrpose.  IIS  eat- 
iii£T  qii.alilies  it'a\'(‘  iiotliiii^'  to  he 
desired.  f'ines  are  slroiiR-  and 
viKoroiis,  and  melons  are  iiiediuiu 
to  large  in  si/.e,  oblong  and  grow 
from  l.S  to  114  inidies  in  leiiglli 
ami  10  to  ll’  imdie.s  tlirongli.  Skin 
is  a yi’ry  rieh  dark  green.  Flesii 
is  rieli  bright  searlet.  riiieuing  np 
(dose  to  llie  skin,  the  rind  S(d- 
dom  being  over  a liaif  inch  in 
tld(duiess.  It  is  extensively 
gr(‘)wn  in  liu‘  Nortli  and  Sonih. 
Onr  s('ed  was  saved  only  from 
sel(‘eted  melons.  I’KKIK:  I’kt., 

oz.,  fOe;  % II'-.  -•■>(•;  lb.,  SOe. 
imstpaid.  in  10  lb.  lots  or  over 
not  prepaid,  Ode,  per  lb. 


Ver.v  lai'ge,  exceedingly  productive, 
of  llu’.  finest  (iindity,  and  the  lieantiful 
red  core  makes  it  attractive.  Sweet  and 
very  delicious.  l.eautifnl  sliai>e  for 
m.ai-ket.  PRICK:  I'kt.,  he;  oz.,  10c;  Vt 
II).,  20c;  lb.,  COc;  lbs.,  lid.i’M. 


17  1 ICarly,  medium  size  .and  productive.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c,  oz., 

s E-ariy  i5c;'%  ib.,  loc,  ib.,  $1.00. 

, T T This  melon  is  e.arly,  large,  handsome,  heavy  and  pro- 

jWCet  Heart  ivicion  ductlve.  shape  is  oval;  color,  mottled  light  to  very 
dark  green.  Flesh  bright  red,  solid,  tender  and  very  sweet.  PRICK:  I’kt..  r.c : oz., 
10c:  Vt  lb..  25c;  lb.,  75c. 


4)  773 


Kolb’s  Gem. 

V 11  > This  variety  on  ac- 

IvOlD  S L»em  count  of  its  excellent 
shipping  ([ualities,  is  extensively  grown 
for  that  imrpose.  Grow  neaidy  round,  and 
the  color  is  dai-k  green,  with  li.ghter  nai;- 
row  stri))es;  very  thick  and  t' 

Flesli  light 
seed  is  choice. 


ity.  PRICE: 
25c;  lb.,  T5c. 


(1  and  id'  1 

good 

11a-, or 

(inr 

lircserviiig. 

, etc.,  li.-ivi 

I’UK  E: 

I’kt.. 

r»c  ’ o> 

15c; 

white  and 

sidid.  Fa 

, ■‘iOC. 

many  pics 

as  a lialf 

Sweet 

Tlie 

ard. 

old 

ih-sl 

si  and- 
(jual- 

used  wlien 
,-nale,  hut 

wanted, 
for  proser 

Pkt.,  5c ; 

oz.. 

icc; 

V,  lb.. 

20c;  Vi  lb.- 

, GOc;  lb.,  : 

This  novelty  of  unusual  value  _.  — 

;row  similar  to  the  watermelon  but  flesh  is  used  exclusively  for  sauces,  pn 

tig  a most  delicious  flavor,  resembling  the  flavor  of  apples.  I' Icsti 
ich  vine  produces  5 to  15  melons  one  of  large  size  tvill  ni  '''" 
bushel  of  apides.  They  keei>  fresh  and  solid  all  wilder,  so  ( 

It  will  i>ay  to  raise  them.  'Phis  melon  is  not  for  eatin.g  in  11 
ving.  and  largely  used  for  this  imrpose.  PRICE:  Pkt..  Id 


and 


make  as 
n be 
raw 


For  additional  list  of  new  and  standard  varieties  of  Water  Melons  see  next  page 


Monte  Christo  groun,lV’thirhas 

proven  to  be  a northern  strain  _ of 
“Kleckley’s  Sweet”  .and  is  certainly 
very  sweet  and  delicious  melon.  It  is 
very  large,  dark  green  color  outside, 
ami  lias  lieantiful  red  core  and  is  never 
stringy.  It  is  a grand  variety  for  both 
market  and  the  family  garden.  PRICE: 
Postpaid,  pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  '2oc; 
lb„  75c.  Purchaser’s  expense:  Pkt.,  5c; 
oz„  10c;  Vt  lb..  '20c;  lb„  C5c, 
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Watermelons-Best  New  and  Standard  Varieties  —“Continued 

Grown  Strictly  and  Saved  from  Crops  Grown  Exclusively  for  Seed.  All  Seed  Taken 
from  Selected  Melons  Only.  No  Melons  Sold  or  Shipped  from  Our  Crops 

South Th0  genniup  strain  grown  almost  oxclusively  in  Tgxqs 
/\iaoama  oweex,  me  oreat  C?oumwesiero  ivieson  and  the  soutlnvest.  a splendid  eombluatlou  melon  for 
shipping,  market  or  home  use.  In  shape  and  general  appearance  much  like  Florida  Favorite,  hut  average  much  larger  and  has 
slightly  darker  markings.  Sells  on  sight  in  either  Southern  or  Nortliern  markets.  Early,  bright  scarlet  flesh,  fine  grained, 
solid,  sweet  and  free  from  stringiness.  You  will  like  it,  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  lOc;  % lb.,  25c;  lb.,  75e,  postpaid.  10  pound  lots 
or  over,  not  prepaid  at  60e  per  lb. 

Selected  Florida  Favorite  Watermelon  y 

Our  special  selection  and  growtli  of  Florida  Favorite  has  given  us  an  unsurpassed  extra  ^arly,  good  quality,  medium- 
sized  melon,  just  the  right  kind  for  home  use  and  near-by  markets.  It’s  a large,  smootli,  beautifully  shaped  melon,  of  dark 
green  color,  irregularly  striped  with  lighter  green,  very  early  and  prolific.  Rind  of  medium  thickness,'  rather  tough,  making  it 
a good  shipper.  Flesh  red,  very  crisp,  tender  and  juicy.  PRICE;  Pkt.,  5c;  oz„  10c;  % lb„  ;25c;  lb„  80e,  postpaid.  In  lots  of  10 
pounds  or  over,  not  prex)aid,  60c  per  lb. 

Mammoth  Ironclad 


Immense  size,  h.'indsomely  mark- 
ed, oblong  shape,  flesh  bright  red 
and  very  solid.  The  rind  while  very  thiu  is  remarkably  hard. 
One  of  the  very  best.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  25c;  lb., 
75c,  postpaid. 

r'rMiTl  r»P  White-Seeded  Variety 

ICe  ^rcam  or  a cericSS  — Flavor  always  good,  sweet 
and  delicious ; flesh  solid  aud  of  rich  scarlet  color ; seeds  white. 
Form  is  oblong,  the  rind  is  quite  thin  and  dark  green  in  color. 
PRICE:  Pkt,  5c;  oz„  10c;  % lb.,  25c;  11).,  75c. 


Rlaplr  vigorous,  and  is  earlier  than 

AJICAC.K.  standard  variety.  It  is  immeusel.y 

prolific,  one  melon  grower  loading  five  cars  from  five  acres  of  It 
aud  then  had  large  quantities  of  salable  melons  left.  The  melons 
in  these  cars  averaged  34  pounds  each.  Melons  are  of  very 
uniform  shape  and  as  good  in  shipping  as  Kolb’s  Gem.  Of  a 
deep,  glossy  green  color  when  ripe,  which  gives  them  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  varnished.  Southern  grown  seed. 
PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % 11).,  25c;  11).,  75c,  postpaid.  10 
pounds  not  prepaid,  .‘p5.00 


GENUINE  GEORGIA  Rattlesnake  Watermelon 

the  Rattlesnake  grown  in  certain  sections  of  the  South.  No  one  has  such  seed  of  tlie  famous  variety  as  ourselves.  It  Is  simply  per- 
fection. Every  seed  of  it  is  taken  from  melons  weighing  30  pounds  or  over  and  00  to  70  pound  melons  are  nothing  unusual  in  our 
crops.  If  you  have  Iteeu  buying  seed  of  "Georgia  Rattlesnake"  as  usually  sold  you  don’t  know  how  good  the  Rattlesnake  melon 
is.  The  melons  grown  from  our  seed  of  this  are  so  fine  that  they  cannot  fail  to  give  yon  entire  satisfaction.  We  consider  "Rattle- 
snake” the  best  second  early  melon  there  is.  Plant  some  of  it  this  year.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  10c;  oz.,  15c;  % Ih.,  :l5c;  lli.,  .$1.00,  postpaid. 
10  pound  lots  or  over,  not  prepaid,  75  cents  per  pound. 

Undoubtedly  the  largest  of  all  melons,  iiaviug  lieen  grown  to  the  extraordinary  weight  of  140%  lbs. 
*mprOVea  l riumpn  very  productive,  as  melons  .aggregating  over  800  llis.  have  been  grown  on  one  vine.  Governor  Candler 
.states  tliat  he  had  one  of  the  Triumph  melons  weigliiiig  132  lbs.,  w'hicli  w.as  sufficient  to  sni)ply  the  43  persons  present  with  all  they 
could  eat.  It  is  of  dark  green  color,  matures  in  good  season,  fiesli  is  d.irk  red.  solid,  and  of  excellent  (jnality.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5e: 
oz.,  10c;  % lb„  25c;  lb.,  C5c. 

M/'Ivov’c  'Wrknrlorfiil  ^iirrav  famous  melon  for  sweetness  and  high  quality.  The  fruits  are  long  and  of 

Wltiver  9 TV  OllUCri  Ul  ougar  large  size,  averaging  al)ont  .35  lbs.  eacli.  Is  considered  one  of  the  handsomest  melons, 
l)eiug  rather  light  colored,  irregularly  striped  and  mottled  with  dark  green.  Rind  is  r.itlier  thin  l)ut  tough;  a good  shipper.  Flesh 
is  delicate  light  red,  entirely  stringless  and  tender,  .iuicy  and  luscious.  Vine  is  strong,  vigorous  grower,  very  prolific  and  with- 
stands extremes  of  weather,  either  wet  or  <lry.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  25c;  lb.,  7.5c. 

iDflPcv-  Izv  r' a 0i*e  • mail,  postpaid,  seven  5 cent  pkt’s  of  your  choice  of'any  linskinelon 

OpCClul  V./rrCi  lO  r allllly  VJ&FUtJIlCio#  ^^'atermelon  seed  yon  may  clioose  or  select  for  2.5  cents,  ttnc  ten  cent 

I)kt.,  will  count  for  two  5 cent  pkts. 

CrkApinl  OfF<ap  for  ^ postpaid,  mixed  1 oz.  all  varieties  Muskmelon 

opeciai  »^irer  ror  iviixea  IVlUSK-lVieiOn  oeeas.  seed  for  me;  % lb„  30c;  1 Ib.,  750;  $ame  oUer  on  Walennelon 
Seed,  except  eighty  five  cents  per  lb. 

To  Melon  Growers 

WHEN  YOU  STOP  TO  THINK— RATEKIN ’S  “FULL  OF  LIFE”  Melon  Seed  is  produced  from 
Pedigreed  Melons ; positively  not  one  single  Melon  being  sold  for  market — that  Seed  is  saved  from  Hand 
Cut,  Personally  Selected,  Thorobred  Specimens,  distinctly  marked,  uniform  in  Size — Ideal  Shape — 
Color  and  flavor;  fully  developed,  insuring  the  highest  degree  of  perfection — you  will  readily  appreci- 
ate the  vast  superiority  of  our  “FULL  OF  LIFE”  Strains  in  comparison  to  average  quality  offered  by 
many  dealers  as  CHEAP  SEED,  which  is  generally  saved  from  the  CULLS  of  crop,  after  the  BEST 
specimens  are  marketed.  If  you  want  the  Best  Melon  Seed  That  Can  Be  Grown — Send  to  RATEKIN’S 
SEED  HOUSE,  Shenandoah,  Iowa. 


Fi-onteimc.  K.insns,  April  S.  l'.)14. 

RATRKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE  ;—GenUemen—l  ;un  wriling  to 
sny  tlnit  I have  received  the  I’reminm  Undies  Gold  Wntcli  offer- 
ed liy  yon  for  order.s  ol)tained  for  your  seeds  and  am  much 
pleased  with  it.  All  my  customers  received  their  seeds  cor- 
i-ectly  and  in  good  shape  except  one.  Her  pack.-ige  was  broken 
in  transit  and  part  of  the  seeds  were  lost  in  the  mail,  l)Ut  when 
your  attention  was  called  to  it,  yon  dni)licated  the  lost  seeds 
.•nid  every  thing  has  now  l)een  made  right  and  satisfactory  to 
all  wl)o  gave  me  their  orders.  Again  thanking  you  for  courtesies 
sliowii  aud  wishing  yon  every  good  wisii,  1 remain, 

Sincerelv  vonrs. 

MISS  JULIA  Y'OUVAN. 

Coryell  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  5,  1014. 

Gentlemen: — I had  tlie  pleasure  of  seeing  your  Magi  Queen 
’roinato  grow  last  year,  and  was  so  delighted  witli  it  that  I 
determined  to  try  it.  1 have’iucluded  some  in  my  order  for  seed 
this  year.  Very  truly, 

U.  R.  LOVE.IOY. 

Elizal)etlitown,  Ky.,  Feb.  2.  1014. 

Gentlemen; — Y’on  ask  your  customers  to  write  you  a letter 
and  1 ;im  writing  to  give  yon  my  experience  with  the  Magi 
Queen  tomato  seeil.  I got  a 15  cent  package  of  seed  last  year 
iind  planted  them.  From  tliem  I sold  .$3.00  worth  of  plants  and 
set  out  70  liills,  and  from  these  I sold  .$;10.00  worth  of  'Tomatoes. 
They  came  into  l)earing  and  ripened  two  to  tliree  weeks  ahead 
if  any  1 have  ever  grown.  Truly  yours, 

G.  F.  BARNES. 

Nacogdoches  Co.,  Texas,  March  25.  1914. 

RATEKIN’S  SEEl)  Hui  SE: — Enclosed  finil  my  order  for 
seeds,  inilnding  some  of  your  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  Early  White 
Corn.  I ordered  a peck  of  lids  corn  la.st  ye.ar.  but  [tlantcd  to 


early  and  under  most  nnfavoraI)le  conditions  and  had  to  replant 
over,  lint  I kept  out  a i|uart  and  [ilanted  it  later  in  my  truck 
patch  and  every  kernel  grew  and  lieiiig  greatly  pleased  with  it, 
am  sending  for  enougli  to  plant  iny  entire  crop. 

Very  trniv, 

OSCAR  HARRIS. 

Pope  County,  111.,  April  4.  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — I received  my  first  order  and  ;ini  herewith  en- 
closing yon  another.  I was  well  pleased  with  the  seeds  I received 
lint  1 have  lost  seed  of  the  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  White,  and  I am 
sending  to  yon  for  new  .stock.  Kindly  give  tills  your  prompt  at- 
tention, 'rrnlv  yours, 

DIED  COLLMAN. 

Pnltonville,  N.  Y„  Marcli  28,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Tliis  is  to  say  I received  m.v  .seed  all  right,  and 
I made  a test  of  the  seed  corn,  and  every  grain  grew.  I also 
want  to  tliauk  you  for  .vour  prompt  attention. 

Truly  vonrs, 

JOHN  SMITH. 

Peoria  County,  Ills.,  April  24,  1914. 

Gentlemen ; — Enclosed  find  order  for  seeds.  1 liave  never 
lionglit  any  garden  seeds  from  yon  before,  lint  sent  to  yon  three 
years  ago  for  some  your  Iowa  Silver  Mine  Seed  Corn  wliich  I 
was  greatly  pleased  witli  and  slinll  again  plant  85  acres  to  it 
the  coming  season.  Kindly  give  my  order  prompt  attention. 

Trniv  vonrs, 

.rOHN  R.  MINOR. 

Ohio  Count.v,  Kentucky,  Aiiril  1,  1914. 

Gentlemen : — Enclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds.  I sent  to 
yon  for  some  Billion  Dollar  grass  and  otlier  seeds,  and  tliey 
reached  me  in  splendid  good  condition.  Please  give  quick  and 
jiroiniit  .attention  to  m.v  ]iresent  order. 

Trniv  vonrs. 

MRS.  HALLE  RUSSELL. 
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ONIONS.  A leading  specialty  for  years 

FIRST  QUALITY  ONION  SEED  We  Want  to  Sell  You  Your  Onion  Seed 

TIhtp  is  no  crop  uliicli  (leinands  more  upon  tlie  (lualily  of  the  seed  tlian  does  (lie  Onion  crop.  CIOOO  ONION  SiCKI)  is  of  vital 
ini|>ortani-e,  if  you  expect  satisfactory  results.  The  seed  tve  offer  we  know  is  not  surpassed  anywhere;  and  have  been  thorouglily 
tested  for  vitality  liefore  lieing  sent  to  cnstoiners,  so  tliat  success  is  certain  wliere  soil  and  season  are  favoralde  and  is  equally 
sure  to  produce  a sure  crop  anil  an  abundance  of  well-shaped  Onions,  free  from  scallions  or  stitr-necks.  Our  one  aim  has  always 
been,  and  is.  to  sell  at  reasonalile  prices,  and  as  low  as  any  relialile  firm  in  America,  who  have  an  honest  rei>utation  for  offering 
strictly  first  class  onion  seed  to  their  customers. 

Onions  do  liest  on  a riclt  ^onin,  previously  cultivated  for  two  years.  Stiff  clay  and  light  sand  are  equally  unf.-ivor- 
V^UlLUrc  aide.  'J'lie  land  should  he  highly  fertilized  with  well  rotted  manure,  complete  fertilizers,  etc.  Fresh  stable  manure 
has  a tendency  to  produce  soft  onions.  Drill  in  four  to  ">  lbs.  of  seed  per  acre,  one-lialf-inch  deep.  If  sets  are  wanted,  use  CO  to  80 
lbs.  of  si'ed  per  acre.  Six  to  ten  bushels  of  sets  will  plant  an  acre.  Fine  inarUet.able  onions  (according  to  variety  planted)  are 
easily  produced  the  first  year  from  early  siiring  sown  seed.  Culture  should  be  freiiuent  though  .shallow.  The  saiiie  ground  mav 
be  used  for  onioms  season  after  season  if  well  fertilized  annually.  Bone  meal  is  an  excellent  fertilizer.  Winter  storage  demands 
dryness  and  protection  from  sudden  changes.  Onions  should  never  be  handled  while  frozen. 


This  has  been  one  of  my  leading  specialties 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  In  color  the  skin  is 
deep  red.  The  flesh  is  white,  moderatel.v  grained, 
and  of  good  character.  One  of  my  patrons  grew 
(17,240  pounds  of  m,v  Large  Red  Wethersfield 
onions  on  a single  acre  of  ground,  some  years  ago, 
in  competition  for  a prize  for  largest  yield  on  one 
acre.  Yields  of  (iOO  to  800  bushels  per  acre  are  not 
unusual,  (iiiion  seed  value  depends  greatly  upon 
the  way  the  stock  is  selected  and  cared  for,  and 
the  seed  which  I offer  is-  of  the  earliest  form, 
grown  Irom  hand  sorted  bulbs  and  sure  to  pro- 
duce large  onions.  Specimens  of  our  Large  Ited 
Welhersfield  weighing  one  or  even  two  iiounds 
Irom  our  select  seed  are  not  iinconinion,  tlu're  is 
also  a noteworthy  nniformit.v  of  size,  scallions 
being  unknown  and  is  a magnificent  keeiier.  Many 
siraiiis  ot  Kcd  W cl  herslield  are  id'fereci  the  American  jiiiblic,  but  my  careful  comparative  tests  convince  me  that  none  sur|iass  the  one 
here  described.  It  is  in  every  way  a iicrfect  red  onion  for  honu'  and  iiiarK'el  pni'iioses.  I’KIt'K:  I’kt.,  ~>c ; oz.,  l.lc ; % lb.  4."x' • lb 
¥1..’i(l.  jiosipaid.  ’ •>  - , ■, 


Ratekin’s  Large  Red  Wethersfield 


Ratf»kin’«l  early  strain  of  the  well-known  Southport  or  large  ‘■Red  Globe"  onion  is  a most  valuable  ini- 

o lirovemeiit.  The  handsonie  shaiie,  cidor  and  keei>ing  (|iialilies  <d'  lids  onion  make'  11  one  of  the  verv 

best  varieties  grown  and  which  are  always  in  demand  towanl  spring.  I'KIt’I'l;  I’kt.,  lOe ; oz.,  20c;  Vi  lb.,  00c;  lb.,  $2  00  4 lbs  not 

prepaiil,  $0.o0. 

Ratekin’s 

of  the  seeil.  It 

lieavv.  It  is  h.irdy,  reliable  and  well  ada[ited  for  early  m:irket.  Extra  Marly  ited  will  succeed  almost  anvwhcre,  but  is  peculiarly 
fitted  for  northern  latitudes,  where  the  seasons  .are  short  ami  cool.  I’KU'E:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  ]5c;  % lb.,  45c;  lb.,  .$1.50. 


"i'l  succeed  in  cold,  mtickv  ground,  where 
tariy  ivea  Wetherslie:  ' ■ 

is  of  mihl  flavor,  and  keeps  well. 


...  other  sr>rts  would  fail.  II  m.-iliires  sooner  than  the 

Red  Wethersfield.  II  c.-in  be  made  to  iiroduce  fine,  in.-irkelable  onions  in  00  days  from  the  sowing 
color  is  n deep,  rich  red.  the  srrain  is  tiiu'  and  close  and  the  onion  is  soli, I ..on 


The 


c,  ,,  ,,  , . o , AVhitehead,  N.  (,'.  Febr.  28,  1014. 

(jentKunen  l-.iiclosed  find  my  order  for  seed.  I have  been  lilanting  your  seeds  for  the  jiiist  two  years,  and  I h.-ive  never  h.ad 

a.s  good  luck  with  seeds  before,  and  have  never  grown  finer  crops.  Truly  yours, 

,S.  M.’ WHITMIIEAI). 


l.f  en  I Icti  len  ; i.nclosi'd  find  my  orilcr  for  seeds,  for  the  coining  se.a.son. 
of  ,\'cars,  and  Inna'  ;ilwa\'s  foiiini  them  lo  bi'  juire,  ;uid  tlie  rigid  Ihing. 


'I'ntler.  Ark.,  Feb.  24,  1014. 
1 h.ave  been  gelling  my  seeds  from  you  for  a number 
1 will  senil  yon  another  order  a lillle  later  on. 

. Trul3‘  vours. 

H.  C DMFIR. 
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For  general  purposes,  the  country  over,  no  variety  is  more  largely  gro^vn. 
The  largest,  most  uniform,  heaviest  yielder  and  tbebest  keeping  of  all  the  red 
onions.  This  is  a standard  red  variety.  Large  size ; skin  deep  purplish  red : 
form  round,  somewhat  flattened:  flesh  purplish-white.  We  recommend  it  as 
a general  cropper  and  a variety  that  will  do  well  anywhere  that  large  onions 
can  be  grovni.  One  of  the  best  keepers.  Yields  enormous  crops.  Our  stock 
of  Large  Red  'Wethersfleld  Onion  Seed  is  personally  selected  by  us  and  excel- 
led by  none.  PRICE:  Pkt..  6c;  oz,  15c;  quarter  lb.  15c;  pound.,  81.50. 
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Chesterfield,  Missouri,  Jlardi 

Geutlemeu : — I am  sendiug  you  another  order  for  seeds. 
Those  I received  were  very  fine,  and  I always  feel  when  1 send 
for  seeds  from  your  house  that  I am  getting  the  very  best. 

Truly  yours, 

WACTER  SPEAR. 
Advance, ♦Illinois,  April  1,  lhl4. 
Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  find  order.  Please  send  seed  at  once. 
This  is  my  second  order  this  spring.  The  other  seeds  come  and 
are  growing  nicely. 

Truly  yours, 

JAMES  PACKER. 


Y ello W Globe  Danvers  y^oh^■  M.ape' wSr^ty  ‘‘of  "S!,rge 

size,  willi  thill,  yellow  skin,  white  Uesli,  fine  grained,  mild,  very 
linn,  and  the  best  of  keepers.  It  ripens  early,  sells  readily  at 
tile  highest  prices  in  our  markets.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
cropping  varieties  in  e.xistence;  has  yielded  1,000  bushels  per 
acre;  one  of  our  customers  states  that  his  crop  averaged  over  800 
bushels  per  acre  for  nine  years.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c;  % 
lb.,  30c;  lb.,  81.20;  4 lbs.,  not  prepaid,  $4.00. 


Mammoth  Silver  King  bur“’  twck 

tlirongh.  Single  Imlbs,  often  attain  weights  of  from  214  to 
4 pounds  each.  The  skin  and  flesh  are  white  and  of  a 
particularly  mild  and  ple.-isaut  flavor;  matures  early  and 
is  of  iiiilformily  large  size  and  perfect  form,  and  always 
bring  a good  price  in  market.  PRICE;  Pkt.,  5c;  OZ.,  15c; 
E lb.,  50c;  lb„  81.00. 


Gardeners  and  truck  growers  who  purchase  large  quantities  of  Onion  Seeds  and 
Sets  should  write  for  special  prices — Giving  list  and  quantity  wanted. 
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Ratekin’s  Big  Onions 


■ -.1 


For  table  use  large  onions  are  nuich  preferable  to  small 
ones  and  they  bring  a better  price  on  tbe  market.  While  they 
do  not  keep  quite  as  well  as  some  other  kinds,  still  they  are 
usually  good  till  .January  or  February- 

Ratekin’s  Mammoth  Prizetaker  if‘^!_™ne^of 

the  largest,  handsomest,  finest  flavored,  and  in  every  way  a 
ehoice  variety  of  yellow  onion,  having  been  grown  to  enormous 
weight  of  over  C lbs.  Of  a clear,  bright  straw  color,  and  uni- 
form, perfect  globe  shape.  Pro<luces  enormous  crops,  one 
report  being  over  1,200  bu.  per  acre;  l)ring  an  extra  price, 
being  sold  on  the  market  as  fancy  onions.  Keep  wonderfully 
well.  Our  seed  is  unexcelled,  ripen  up  hard  and  firm,  and 
present  the  handsomest  possible  appearance  in  market,  while 
the  pure  white  flesh  is  fine  grained,  mild  and  delicate  in 
flavor.  To  grow  largest  size,  sow  early  in  hotbeds  and  trans- 
plant to  open  grouiiil  soon  as  weather  is  favorable.  PRICE: 
Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  40c;  lb.,  .$1.40. 

Copper  King,  or  Mammoth  Pompeii 

(No.  2) — Have  been  grown  to  the  enormous  weight  of  5 lbs. 
5 oz.,  and  not  withstanding  their  large  size  retain  their  shape 
and  fine  quality.  To  obtain  an  idea  hew  large  this  really  is, 
weigh  the  hirgest  onion  you  can  find  and  compare.  Copper 
color,  flesh  white,  fine  grained,  mild.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5e;  oz.,  lOe; 
% lb„  40c;  lb.,  $1.40. 


Ratekin’s  Red  Globe 


Ratekin’s  White  Globe 


Ratekin’s  llanunotli  Prize  Taker. 

.Mv  strain  of  tins  onion  is  of  the  very  best, 
(llobe  Onions  are  the  most  popular  var- 
ieties grown,  and  the  Red  Gldbe  is  planted  heavier  than  any  other  variety. 
In  the  East  this  onion  is  called  the  Southport  Red  Globe  and  in  other 
sections  it  is  sold  under  different  names,  such  as  Ohio  Red  Globe,  Jlluuesota 
Globe  and  Globe  Red  Wethersfield.  I have  bred  up  a variety  superior  to  any 
other  of  the  above  named  sorts,  and  to  distinguish  it  from  ordinary  strains 
have  named  it  Ratekin’s  Red  Globe.  It  is  a perfect  globe,  skin  being  of  a 
rich,  glossy  red,  flesh  fine  grained,  and  always  mild  and  pleasant.  Like 
■my  otlier  globe  varieties  it  is  a very  hardy  and  a splendid  keeper,  and 
always  commands  top  prices  on  the  market.  You  make  no  mistake  in  plant- 
ing this  variety.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c;  lt>.,  50c;  lb.,  $1.70. 

On  account  of  its  handsome  appearance 
this  onion  always  brings  top  prices  on 
all  markets.  It  is  a silvery  white  in  color,  globe  shape  in  form,  flesh  of 
1 delicious  flavor  and  a fine  keeper.  This  onion  is  a very  heavy  yielder;  but 
a very  shy  seeder,  and  therefore  the  seed  is  always  highpriced.  PRICE: 
Pkt.,  5c ; oz.,  20c ; % lb.,  60c ; lb.,  $2.00. 

Tfils  is  000  of  tho  saiue  gcneral  ckurac- 
rv&tCKin  S Yellow  \_ilobe  ter  as  the  two  v.iri^ties  described 
above,  except  that  the  skin  is  of  a rich  yellow  color;  flesh  pure  white  and 
of  a mild  and  delicious  flavor.  These  three  varieties  of  globe  onions  I have 
bred  up  fur  years,  so  I am  sure  that  any  of  my  friends  who  entrust  their 
orders  with  me  will  be  highly  pleased  with  the  results  they  obtain  from 
their  crop.  All  of  my  Globe  Onions  ripen  evenly,  are  wonderful  keepers 
and  on  this  accoiint  should  be  planted  more  extensively  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c 
oz.,  15c ; 14  lb.,  50c ; lb.,  $1.75. 

Australian  Brown  Onion  vnUnil.le"' vilrie^^^  o?'’me®d\um  sfze! 

wonderfully  hard  and  solid,  and  most  attractive  and  when  once  bought 
puia-haser  will  call  again  for  those  “beautiful  brown  onions.”  PRICE:  Plst., 
5c;  oz.,  35c;  I4  H'-.  50c;  lb..  $1..50. 


New  White  Queen 

Small ; noted  for  extreme 
earliuess.  PRICE:  Pkt., 

.5c;  oz.,  20c;  14  lb.,  50c; 
lb.,  $2.00. 

rhivp'«  Perfectly  hardy 
\.^llives  little  perenni- 
als of  the  onion  tribe, 

grown  for  their  tops,  used 

wherever  flavor  of  onion  is  required.  Plant  in  garden;  they  grow  readily.  PRICE: 
Roots,  per  bunch,  15c;  three  for  35c;  doz.,  $1.00. 

Onion  Sets — Northern  Grown 

The  pl.anting  of  onion  sets  is  increasing  rapidly  year  after  year.  The  bottom 
onion  sets  produce  a large  onioii  ready  from  lour  to  six  weeks  earlier  than  can 
be  had  by  sowing  the  seed.  This  enables  tbe  grower  to  sell  his  crop  earlier  in  the 
season,  ,at  which  time  prices  usually  are  higher  than  when  tbe  bulk  of  the  crop 
reaches  market.  P.ottom  sets  also  produce  good  green  onions  on  any  soil  in  half 
the  time  it  takes  to  raise  them  from  seed. 

Bottom  onion  sets  are  produced  by  sowing  seed  very  thickly,  and  are  har- 
vested before  they  have  reached  full  development.  Our  sets  are  small,  even 
in  size,  dry  and  unsprouted. 

We  grow  our  own  onion  sets,  which  enables  us  to  produce  hard,  sound,  clean 
sets  of  tbe  best  quality.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  cpur  northern  grown  sets  will 
produce  onions  earlier  than  southern  grown  sets.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  our  seta 
are  hard  and  sound,  while  at  that  time  southern  sets  are  often  so  dried  and 
shriveled  and  so  lifeless  that  they  either  grow  slowly  or  fail  entirely  to  make  a 
liulb.  We  ilo  not  think  it  too  much  to  say  that  a bushel  of  our  sets  will  give 
twice  the  number  of  onions  as  will  a bushel  of  ordinary  sets. 

As  the  value  of  onion  sets  fluctuates  greatly  our  prices  are 
sub.iect  to  market  changes.  The  iirices  named  in  this  cata- 
logue are  based  upon  v.ilues  existing  at  the  time  of  publication.  .Tanuary  1st.  If 
you  wish  to  punhase  round  lots  be  sure  to  write  us  for  lowest  market  values. 

Chives,  Garlic,  Leek,  allied  with  Onions,  can  be  found  in  this  catalogue.  See  Index 


About  Prices; 
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Grow  Okra  or  Gumbo 

A fasliional)le  Southern  vegetable,  of  easy  grovtli  at  tlie 
North.  The  pods  are  used  when  young  and  tender  for  soups  and 
stews. 

CULTURE. — Sow  in  Jlay  and  .Tune,  after  the  ground  is 
warm,  in  drills  three  feet  apart,  cover  the  seed  with  about  1 inch 
of  soil,  and  thin  to  12  to  18  inches  apart  in  the  rows.  Use  1 
ounce  of  seed  to  100  feet  of  row;  8 pounds  to  an  acre. 

WkifA  standard  variety  throughout 

VV  line  V eivei  (Pg  South  for  home  use  aud  local 

markets.  AYe  have  a specially  fine  early  strain  of  this  variety. 
With  medium  size,  round,  smooth  pods  free  from  ridges  and 
not  prickly  to  the  touch.  This  strain  of  AA’hite  A’elvet  we  find 
to  be  the  best  of  all  the  white  varieties.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz., 
10c ; % lb.,  20c ; lb.,  COe,  postpaid. 

K'lo/'lrlov’c  average  G ins.  in  length 

IVieCKiey  S r avorue  py  ins.  1„  diameter  at  the 
bottom,  carrying  the  thickness  well  throughout  the  length.  Plant 
grows  2%  to  2 ft.  ill  height;  the  smooth  pods  appear  at  leaf 
joints.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  20c;  lb.,  50c. 


Perkin’s  Perfected  Long  Pod  J^ente^d  py  rannlfs 

and  market  gardeners.  It  is  a great  improvement  on  the  old 
green  podded  sorts.  Large,  handsome  green  jiods.  Fine  quality, 
very  productive,  4 to  5 ft.  tall.  PRICE:  l‘kt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb., 
20c ; lb.,  50c. 


Mustard 


A pungent  salad,  used  with  cress  or  for  greens.  Sow  thickly 
in  rows.  Don’t  cut  until  about  three  inches  high.  One  ounce 
will  sow  about  seventy-five  feet  of  drill. 

Plurmo  Leaves  long,  ruffled,  frilled  and  curved 
'^®'-**^**  IT  lUIIlc  gracefully  as  an  ostrich  plume;  desirable 
for  garnishing.  Can  be  cut  quite  early;  excellent  for  “greens.’’ 
PRICE:  Pkt.,  .5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  ’2.5c : lb.,  75c. 

Southern  Giant  Curled  poptua" ‘■\^u  'the  south^'  for 

pbinting  in  fall  to  furnish  early  spring  salad;  also  fine  for 
spring  sowing.  I’RICE:  I’kt.,  5c:  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  20c;  lb.,  GOc. 

nr»lrl#»n  finely  curled  leaves  of  bright 

v^ninese  OOluen  golden  yellow.  I’RICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz., 
10c;  14  lb.,  20c;  lb.,  GOc. 

White  English  rocr*'= 


Itatekin’s  ^lovs  C’url<Ml  I'arsley, 


Parsley 


CULTURE. — Sow  in  spring  aud  fall  in  drills  b">  inches  apart, 
keep  well  stirred  and  free  from  woods.  Wboii  pbuits  have  be- 
come strong  thin  out  to  0 inobos  ;ip:irl.  P.irsley  (d'ten  requires 
from  3 to  5 weeks  to  germimite.  So:ik  seed  in  w:iter  12  hours 
before  pbinting.  Plant  1 oniioc  seed  to  200  feet  of  row;  3 pounds 
per  :icre. 

FvfrrA  Mo««  Piirl#>cS  ^L’.iins  of  Extra  AIoss 

1-iA.Lrct  IVlUaa  V.^uric;u  envied  is  the  most  ornament;il  of 

• ill  varielies.  It  is  b:indsome  enough  to  have  ;i  place  in  your 
llower  gau’deu.  Tt  is  the  f:ivorite  sort  for  g:u’iiishing  :ind  to 
supply  hotels  ;inil  m.arkets.  It  is  pl.anted  ;ilmost  exclusively  by 
.V.tbiiil:i  market  g.ardeiiers  for  tlmt  purpose.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5o ; 
oz..  lOo;  hi  lb..  ’J.oo;  lb„  7.-,,.. 

rtrkiiFlA  Plants  of  dw.arf,  conip:ict  growth,  :ii'd 

U7UUU1C  III,.  y„|]||>;-  iciivys  h.ive  the  edges  be;ivily 

crimped,  giving  it  :i  gencr:il  :ippe;ii’.'iiice  of  coarse  moss,  often 
used  by  iimrkot  gardeners.  I’UICK:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c;  14  lb.,.;iOc: 
lb.,  .111.00. 

Plain  1 'no’ily.  a strong  grower.  :md  ex- 

* for  siMsoning,  for  which  purpose 

it  is  grown  :ilmost  exclusively.  I’lUCE:  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  H lb., 
•15c;  lb..  Toe.  ^ 

Garlic 


\ bulbous  root  of  the  onion  type,  useil  for  flavoring.  Culture 
s;mie  as  onions,  except  that  the  luilbs  (sets)  should  be  divided 
:md  pl;iced  2 inches  under  ground.  When  the  tops  turn  yellow 
take  up  ;ind  dry  in  the  shade.  PRICE;  Sets,  per  lb.,  35c-  3 lbs.. 
?1.00,  postp;iid. 


Parsnips 

CULTURE.— Parsnips  do  the  best  in  deep,  rich,  sandy  soil, 
hilt  Will  make  good  roots  on  any  soil  which  is  deep  and  mellow 
and  moderately  ricli.  As  the  seed  is  sometimes  slow  to  germinate 
It  slioiild  be  sown  as  early  as  possible;  cover  one-half  inch  deep, 
and  press  the  soil  firmly  over  the  seed;  give  frequent  cultivation 
and  tliin  the  plants  6 inches  to  the  foot.  One  ounce  will  sow 
I.70  feet  of  drill;  5 lbs.,  one  acre. 


gr.ained  aud  of  excellent  flavor.  It  i.s  a heavy  cropper.  Being 
Larger  in  di.ameter  .and  shorter  than  the  Long  Smooth,  it  is 
b:\rvcsleil  with  less  l.abor.  Excellent  for  stock  as  well  .as  for  the 
table.  I’RICE:  I’kt.,  10c;  oz.,  15e:  lb..  30c:  lb.,  ,111.00. 


Improved  or  Table  Guernsey, 

improved  Table  Guernsey 

of  the  Guernsey  Hollow  Crown  I’arsnip.  The  roots  do  not  grow 
as  long  :is  the  Hollow  Crown,  lint  are  of  greater  diameter  and 
more  e;isily  gathered.  Very  heavy  cropper;  roots  are  smooth 
with  a deep,  hollow  crown  and  a sm:ill  top.  Flesh  fine  grained, 
sweet  ;ind  of  excellent  qimlit.v:  cooks  evenly,  center  being  as 
fine,  soft,  even  iin.ility  :is  outside  portions.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c; 
oz.,  10c;  A4  lb.,  25c;  11).,  80c. 

Improved  Hollow  Crown  S'S,,  Sr,"  ™ 

sb.ipe  as  the  old  sort  but  smoother  and  of  more  even  quality; 
lijie  grained  and  excelleiif.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb., 
2oc ; lb.,  75c. 
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EARLIEST  LONG  POD  BUSH  PEANUT. 


Early  Sweet  Peanut 


l,cL  llio  cliililreii  grow  some  peanuts.  The  lOaiTy  Sweet  is  very 
easy  to  rai.se.  It  staiuls  the  lieat  and  drontli  like  a salanmniler, 
and'  is  so  early  tlmt  it  ripens  in  the  Northern  States  and  Can.-ida, 
while  its  (nnility  is  of  tlie  very  best,  the  nuts  being  exceedingly 
sweet  and  rieli  wlien  roasted.  Any  light,  sandy,  or  loose  soil  suits 
them.  I’KIt'E:  I’kt.,  lOe ; lb..  4()e.  By  express  o lbs.  or  more  25e 
per  lb. 


1 


Until  recently  it  was  thought  that  pea- 
nuts could  be  raised  only  in  the  South,  but 
they  are  now  raised  as  far  north  as  Canada. 
In  the  last  few  years  Peanuts  have  become 
very  popular  for  dry  land  farming.  They 
are  classed  with  Dwarf  Jlilo  and  Feterita 
in  their  ability  to  withstand  dry  weather, 
and  made  good  returns  in  the  dry  summer 


of  1913. 


The  tops  cf  the  plants  make  good  hay.  The  yield  even  in  dry 
seasons,  is  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a ton  of  hay  and 
from  fifteen  to  sixty  bushels  of  nuts  per  acre.  The  whole  peanut 
plant  makes  nice  feed  for  rapidly  fattening  cattle  and  hogs,  es- 
I)ecially  when  combined  with  grain.  A common  method  of  harvest- 
ing is  to  let  the  hogs  gather  the  nuts. 

Peanuts  do  best  in  light  sandy  loam.  They  should  lie  planted 
in  rows  from  28  to  3G  inches  apart  and  from  0 t > 10  inches  a])art 
in  the  row.  They  need  not  be  shelled  but  should  be  soaked  in 
warm  water  for  a day  or  so  and  then  planted  at  om-e  in  warm 
soil.  1‘laufiug  should  not  be  done  until  weather  is  good  and 
warm.  They  should  be  cultivated  and  kept  clean  until  they  begin 
to  form  pods.  After  that  they  should  be  left  alone.  It  takes  from 
one  peck  to  a peck  and  a h.ilf  shelled  nuts  and  from  a bushel  to 
a bushel  and  a half  in  the  shell  to  plant  an  acre. 


Mammoth  Early  Virginia  i^?aVe'‘aTi/!fi7he\rid'^^^^^^^ 

hardy,  very  prolific  and  of  the  best  quality.  Boys,  here  is  a 
• hauce  for  you.  Think  of  peanuts  in  your  own  garden  and  have 
plenty  of  them  to  eat.  They  produce  twenty-five  to  seventy 
bushels  [ler  acre  and  are  as  easily  cultivated  as  corn.  PKIt'E: 
Pkt.,  10c;  Ib.,  oOc. 

Spanish  Peanut 

■U  Splendid  Early  Varict.v. 

Pods  small  but  remarkably  solid  and  well  filled  with  nuts  id' 
very  fine  quality.  The  yield  i>er  acre  is  very  large.  Can  be  cul- 
tivated with  the  |ilow.  P.ecause  of  their  early  Intldt  and  easy  cul- 
livation,  it  is  the  best  variety  to  grow  for  fattening  hogs.  PKIt’E: 
Pkt.,  .")c;  C',  lb.,  20c;  lb.,  .lOe. 


Brown  County,  Texas,  March  3,  1014. 
(ieutlemen  : — Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  promptness  in 
filling  my  order,  and  to  say  1 received  my  seeds  O.  K.  and  found 
everything  just  us  represented  and  full  measure.  Trulv, 

W.  A.  WATTS. 

Washington  County,  Kansas.  M:irch  .Tth,  1!)14. 
K.-itekiu  ; — Enclosed  find  order  for  m.v  garden  seeds,  ;uid  to  say 
I had  such  good  success  from  the  seeds  ordered  from  you  last 
year.  I am  sending  you  my  orders  again  and  shall  hope  to  obtain 
even  better  success  the  coming  season. 

Truly  vours, 

JIBS.  O.  T.  GOLDSBEUIIY. 

Emmitt.  Ark.,  March  27th.  1014. 
Gentlemen: — I have  your  letter  in  regard  to  my  order,  and  in 
reply  would  say  my  seeds  have  been  received  and  come  exactly  as 
ordered  and  (hat  they  have  all  been  planted  and  are  up  and  m.v 
garden  is  looking  fine,  also  that  1 am  highly  pleased  and  de- 
lighted over  my  prospects  for  an  excellent  garden  this  year. 

I'erv  trulv  vours, 

A.  ,T.  MOKTnX, 


The  monster  of  the  pepper  family.  Sing- 
le specimens  of  Chinese  Giant  have  been 
grown  weighing  18  ounces.  The  plants  are  of  strong,  stocky, 
bushy  and  erect  growth;  growing  IS  inidies  to  2 feet  high,  and 
are  very  prolific,  setting  extra  large  fruits  at  the  base  ■which 
ripen  while  a second  crop  is  setting  on  the  branches.  Fruit 
is  much  larger  than  Ruby  King,  almost  square  in  shape,  while 
the  flesh  is  very  thick.  In  flavor  it  is  very  mild  and  entirely 
free  from  tiny  fiery  taste.  Our  illustration  shows  about  half 
the  natural  size  of  the  average  fruits.  PUICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  one 
half  oz„  30c;  oz.,  oOc ; lb.,  ifl.40;  lb.,  ?D.00. 

CUETEKE^ — I'epper  seed  tvill  not  germinate  freely  in  a 
temperature  of  less  than  0.5  de,grees.  This  necessitates  sowing 
seeds  in  hot  beds  or  boxes  placed  in  warm,  sunnv  situations 
from  January  1st  to  April  1st  in  most  parts,  'i'i'heu  plants 
have  six  leaves  transplant  to  other  beds  or  boxes  till  all  danger 
of  frost  is  past  and  the  soil  is  warm,  when  thev  may  be  set 
in  the  open  in  rows  .3  feet  apart  and  14  to  IG  ini  hes  apart  in 
a row.  As  they  begin  t)  bear  draw  the  earth  up  aro:uid  the 
stems.  One  cmice  of  seed  makes  tibout  1,000  plants  in  spring 
planting. 


Chinese  Giant 


IJfll  or  I5u!l  Xo‘e  Popiier. 


Large  Bell  or  Bull  Nose 

Mirioiy  both  for  liome  use,  uinrket  and  shipping’  to  X"rthern 
m.'irkets  from  Floridji.  I.ouisinnu  ;ind  Texns.  It  is  sweet  ninl 
has  a very  mild  llnvor:  is  comiiaratively  early  and  very  pro- 
lific. Fruits  .‘>  to  iiudies  long  and  2 to  iuclies  across  the 
slionldcr.  PKH’K:  Vkt.,  5c;  ounce  15c;  oz.,  25c;  4 lb.,  GOc ; 
lb.,  .S1.T5. 


Red  Cayenne 


I’Kir’E:  Per  pkt.. 

!aic. 


2r)c;  31  lb.. 
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Ratekin’s  Garden  Peas  Best  Varieties 

One  Quart  AVill  Plant  About  100  Feet  of  Drill.  Oue  and  One-half 
to  Two  Bushels  for  An  Acre. 


CPLTPKE:  Peas  of  extra  early,  smooth  class  are  the  very 
flrst  thing:  to  be  planted  in  the  garden  in  spring.  The  wrinkled 
sorts  follow  a little  later,  as  they  are  not  quite  so  hardy.  Tall 
late  varieties  need  brush  or  other  support.  By  selecting  sorts 
that  do  not  grow  much  over  four  feet  high  the  necessity^  of 
providing  brush  may  be  avoided.  Judicious  selection  of  varieties 
and  planting  frequently  for  succession  will  give  us  a full  supply 
of  the  choicest  green  peas  almost  during  the  entire  season,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer.  .Open 
furrows  tl'.ree  or  four  inches  deep  an<l  tliree  feet  apart;  scatter 
the  see<l  peas  into  them  and  cover  with  hoe  or  plow.  Cultivate 
like  corn  or  beans.  The  late  tall  sorts  may  be  planteil  in  double 
rows  and  brush  stuck  in  between  for  support.  All  garden  peas, 
however,  rtciuire  good,  strong  and  fertile  land.  Heavy  yields 
cannot  be  ol)tained  on  poor  soil. 

>"OTE:  AVliile  oiiu  supply  » f pe.-is  is  limited,  owing  to  un- 
l)le  growing  coiulitions,  yet  we  eiiu  supply  the  very  best  of 
• {uality.  Owing  to  crop  shortage  we  are  unable  to  (luote  prices 
on  large  (luantitios  hi  this  catalogue,  coiise<iuently  we  would  ad- 
vise that  all  of  our  customers  who  iiiteiid  planting  quantities 
write  us  for  lowest  <iuotatious  before  placing  their  orders. 

Ratekin’s  New  Wonder 

frost  is  bnrely  ont  of  the  grouml,  liefore  it  is  s 'fe  to  sow  i 
wrinkled  sorts.  This,  with  its  (Hiirkuess  of  growth  and  maturity,  ' 
renders  it  tlie  earliest  pea  on  record. 

Itatekiu's  New  AVonder  is  uiieijualled  for  general  excellence, 
size  of  pod  and  regularity  of  ripening.  It  grows  2V2  feet  high  and  ; 
produces  pods  of  good  size,  whicli  are  well  filled  with  round 
smooth  peas  of  splendid  flavor.  It  is  a very  iieavy  yielder  and  in  1 
this  last  fe.ature,  with  its  extreme  earliness,  lies  its  great  value  to 
market  gardeners  and  truckers.  At  tlie  same  time  it  is  one  of 
tlie  liest  for  private  garden.  rKIf’K;  Tkt.,  lOe  U'..  '-’(te ; lln,  ;iOe; 
by  express,  peek,  ,'ik!,U0. 


Gradus  or  Prosperity 

WIXIIOLT  A KIV.Vl,  lOK  T.'.BLK  (JI.\L,1TV. 

.in  Hxtra  Early  Wrinkled  I’ea,  liard.v,  earl.v  and  ver.v  protii- 
al>l“.  Tills  remarkable  I’ea  has  now  iieeii  on  the  market  10  years, 
and  lias  steailil.v  grown  in  iioiuilar  favor  until  todaj'  it  is  one  i f 
tlie  most  widely  known  varieties  in  cnltivation.  Tlie  secret  is  that  , 
it  pruilnces  a TKLEIMIONE  POl)  as  early  as  Alaska.  Tlien.  too,  l| 
its  qiiality  is  of  tlie  liighest  order — fully  equal  to  tlie  finest  late  i 
wrinkled  marrow  grown.  The  vine  is  of  vigorous  growth,  aliout  i 
;;0  inches  in  lieight  on  good  soil.  The  pods  are  liorne  alinndantly,  ‘ 
and  are  large  and  fine  and  most  Inscionji  quality.  For  tlie  home  H 
garden  it  is  iierfectly  adapted.  For  the  market  gardener  it  is  the 
most  profitalile  sort  on  aei-onnt  of  tlie  earliness  comiiined  witli 
size  of  |iod.  I’KIf'E:  Hv  mail,  postpaid,  pkt.,  .5c;  V2  lb.,  '-’Oc ; Hi.. 
;]or.  Not  prepaid:  F.  jik.,  .“a.lO:  pk.,  ; bn..  IfT.liO. 


Everbearing 

I-Ieight  2 feel: 
late  to  very  late: 
liard.v,  large  size 
and  good  quality. 
I’BICE:  I’kt.,  5c: 

1/2  lb.,  15e;  Hi.,  3()c. 
I’.y  express:  Half 

pk„  §!1.0(l. 


American  Wonder 


TTie  most  popular  extra-early  va- 
riety for  tlie  family  garden ; lie- 
ing  very  sweet,  it  cannot  lie  [ilanted  early:  on  good  soil  eaiTi 
vine  will  average  twelve  pods.  I’KICE:  Pkt.,  5<- ; F>  Hi.,  15c; 

111,,  40e.  P>y  expre.ss:  Half  pk..  .fl.2.5. 


A superb  variety  and  we  are  sure  onr 
I'listoiuers  will  welcome  it  as  an  ideal 


Nott’s  Excelsior 


family  and  market 
pea.  It  is  fully  as 
sweet  and  delicious 
as  the  American 
Wonder,  and  grows 
one-lialf  taller.  Pods 
are  larger  and  it  is 
far  more  productive 
than  the  I’reminin 
Gem,  and  it  is  with- 
in a day  or  two  as 
. early  aS>  tlie  first 
early  smooth  pea. 
The  peas  are  ready 
for  talde  use  with- 
in forty-tliree  days 
from  p 1 a n t i n g. 
Quality  very  su- 
perior. I’KICE: 
I’kt.,  .5c;  V2  Ib„  15e; 
III.,  ;jUc.  B,v  express: 
Half  pk.,  .'iil.25;  pk., 
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Peas — Choice  Grown  Stocks  — Continued 


Height  t\vo  feet,  jioils  rather  small,  rlark  green  <-oh)i', 
/-VictalYd  the  earliest  pea  known,  being  earlier  than 

the  Rural  New  Yorker,  and  70  per  cent  of  the  pocks  can  he  gathered 
iit  the  tir,st  picking,  PRICE:  I'kt.,  5c;  % Ih,,  10c;  Ih,,  25c,  Uy  ex- 
liress  : Half  idc,,  $1,25. 


„ _ J R#»cf  standard  first  early  variety;  popular  with 
aliu  ucsL  gardeners  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  This 
variet.v  is  perhaps  more  largel.v  grown  b.y  market  gardeners  for  first 
early  than  any  other.  Crop  is  ver.v  short  this  year.  PRICE:  I’kt., 

5c;  % lb.,  15c;  lb.,  30e.  By  express:  Half  pk.,  OOe. 


Ppf»miiim  Height  one  foot;  early  and  prolific;  a type 

M.  iciiiiuiii  ot  and  an  improvement  on  the  McLean  Little 

Gem;  puds  long  and  of  dark  green  color.  The  most  jiopular  sort  for 
family  usc\  PRICE:  I’kt.,  .5c;  ]/>  ih.,  1.5c;  lb.,  30c.  Bv  express: 

Half  pk.,  ,$1.10. 


Nrkff’c  Pvr-oIcirk»»  ^ superb  new  variety  and  we  are  sure  our 
injii  » i.ustouiers  will  welcome  it  as  an  ideai 

fainil.v  and  market  pea.  It  is  fully  ns  sweet  and  delicious  as  the  American  Wonder,  and  grows  one-half  taller.  I’ocls  are  larger 
and  it  is  far  more  productive  than  the  Premium  Gem,  .and  it  is  within  a (ia.v  or  two  as  early  as  the  first  early  smooth  pea.  The 
peas  are  ready  for  table  use  wilhin  forty-three  days  from  planting.  Quality  very  superior.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  % lb.,  15c;  lie.,  30c. 
B.v  express:  % pk.,  .$1.25;  pk.,  .$2.25. 

Iinmensel.v  productive,  of  tiie  tinesi  quality  and  excellent  sugar.v  flavor;  vines  ver.v  strong,  the  ])ods  are  of  large 
1 clcpnonc  size,  with  six  or  seven  delicious  peas;  height  four  feet.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  5c;  % lb.,  15c;  lb.,  30c.  By  express; 

Half  pk.,  $1.00.  ' 

Rlioe  ^ Height  two  feet;  laie  to  very  late,  hardy,  enormous  cropper;  pods  and  peas  large  size  ;mil  good 

DllSS  EiVerDCaring  quality.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  pjc;  Vi  li>..  loc;  lb.,  25c. 

Field  Pea.S  see  list  of  Miscellaneous  Pield  Seeds. 

'I'his  variety  was  introduced  years  ago.  Vine  Inishy,  growing  to  a height  of  ten  feet;  foliage  lie.ivy ; pro- 
ductive; matures  in  thirty-five  days  after  Sprouting.  PRICE:  Half  lb.,  15c;  lb.,  25i-. 


Improved  Stratagem. 


Tom  Thumb 


T„_„ _ I 'I’he  mosi  popular  late  variely  for  mai'kel  or  family  use. 

imprOVCQ  Oiralagcm  ■ n jf.i  preferred  because  of  tbe  immense  size  of  pods  and 
|ieas  .'ind  the  exceptional  sweetness  and  tenderness  of  the  peas  when  ready  to  use.  Hoes 
not  grow  very  tall,  being  really  a halt  dwarf  /;ort  two  to  three  feel  high,  and  does  not 
require  support,  though  it  will  repay  for  the  %ibor  of  training  up  with  grealer  yield  and 
longer  bearing  season.  It  is  a vigorous  grower,  of  branching  habit,  and  under  favorable 
comlitions  an  enormous  cropper.  Pods  are  large,  long,  aud  filled  with  seven  to  nine 
large  |)eas  of  superior  <iuality.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  V4  H>-,  We;  lb.,  30c;  3 lbs.,  80c.  By 
express,  ‘i  pk.,  $1.10;  pk.,  ,$2.00;  bu.,  $7.50. 


Mammoth  Luscious  Sugar  rntreh  ^a?ger ' t^a^ 

other  variety,  often  six  to  seven  inches  long  and  an  inch  and  one-balf 
liroad.  They  should  not  be  slielled.  but.  tlie  peas  and  pods  eaten 
together,  as  they  contain  so  much  sugar,  starch  and  gluten  ; are 
very  nutritious  for  family  use.  Grows  quite  tall,  five  to  six  feet  bigh, 
and"  requires  supiiort.  Most  popular  aud  is  decidedly  a desiralde 
variet.v.  PRICE:  I’kt..  lOc ; 14  W.,  15e;  lb.,  40c;  3 lbs.,  $1.10.  By 
express,  *4  pk,,  $1.75,  pk.,  $3.25. 

All  improvement  on  the  old  Ijurge 
IVbite  Marrowfat.  Fully  as  pro- 
ductive as  tbe  older  sort,  but  does  not  grow  so  tall  aud  rank.  Is 
used  almost  exclusively  for  late  midsummer  planting  by  market  gar- 
deners aud  is  ver.v  productive.  Grows  three  to  four  feet  aud  is  best 
if  supported,  tliougb  support  is  not  usually  given  where  it  is  grown 
by  gardeners  in  (luantity,  PRICE:  Pkt.,  ,5c;  % Ih.,  10c;  Ih.,  25c; 

3 lbs.,  G5c.  By  express,  V-  pk.,  75c;  pk.,  $1.40;  bushel,  .$5.00. 


Ratekin’s 

Sweet 


Ratekin’s  Hundred-Weight  Pumpkin 
Mammoth  Hundred  Weight  poiT/m,'.  “see,'i 

saved  oMly  from  select  specimens.  'I'his  is  the  pumpkin  to 
idant  for  show  pni'iioses,  as  it  often  weighs  200  (o  2.50  pounds. 
J’he  tiesh  is  fine-grained  .-md  sweet  and  of  a bright  yellow 
color.  A high  iiuality  table  or  pie  pumpkin.  Hiindred-weighl 
invariably  wins  prizes  at  fairs.  It  contains  I’omparatively 
few  seeds,  and  the  iirice  is  necessarily  high.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c; 
oz„  15c;  Vi  lb.,  35c:  lb.,  $1.25. 

I ai-<To  PkoAca  Large,  round,  flattened  fruits,  with 

*-'“*6'-  creamy  buff  skin.  It  is  an  cxcelleni 

keeping  variety,  with  lliick  flesh  of  exceptionally  flue  qual- 
I'ominouly  called  sweet  pumpkin  tbrougbout  the  Wesl. 


ilv. 

PUICE;  Pkl,. 


nz..  nil-;  Ih.,  2flc;  lb.,  .50c. 


Big  100  Pound 
Pumpkin 


Pumpkin 


ONE  OUNCE  WILL  PL.4NT  TWENTY-I  IVE 
HILLS.  FOUR  POUNDS  WILL  PLANT 
ONE  .iCRE. 


I’umpkins  are  not  so  particular  in  regard  to  soil  as  melons 
or  ciieumbers,  but  in  other  respects  are  cultivated  the  same, 
though  on  a larger  scale.  The.v  are  generally  raised  between 
hills  of  corn,  but  may  be  planted  with  great  success  in  fields 
by  themselves. 

Pumpkins  are  grown  largely  for  stock,  but  are  n real 
family  necessity,  and  sold  in  the  markets  in  large  quantities 
every  fall  aud  are  considered  a very  profitable  crop.  They  are 
very  valuable  for  feeding  to  stock. 

Include  a few  pounds  in  your  order.  Planted  with  corn 
two  pounds  will  plant  one  acre. 


Kaickin’s  lluiulrcd  l\'i'iH:bl  rimioMn. 
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Do  you  want  to  grow  the  biggest  pumpkin  in  your  county?  If  so,  RATEKIN’S 
MAMMOTH  PRIZE  is  the  variety  to  do  it  with.  The  pumpkin  from  which  our 
engraving  was  made  weighed  212  pounds.  It  is  nothing  to  grow  them  weighing  from 
100  to  125  pounds  on  unfertilized  ground.  Under  good  cultivation  its  a monster.  In 
quality  it  is  good,  considering  the  size.  Flesh  is  a bright  golden  yellow  and  fine  grained, 
A good  yielder  and  keeps  well  if  handled  carefully  in  gathering.  Packet,  10  cents; 
ounce  15  cents;  pound,  40  cents;  pound  $1.25. 


Mammoth  Tours 

Also  callerl  “IMamniodi 
\VliaIe.”  CU'igiiui  ted  near 
Tours.  France,  wber^  it  is 
largely  grown.  Iiotli  for 
feeding  <-attle  and  talde 
use.  Grows  to  an  ini- 
inen.se  size,  sometimes  ;i 
feet  in  leuglli,  and  to  a 
weight  of  Kit)  to  200  1I)S. 
Flesh  of  salmon  color. 
Seed  of  a peculiar  .shape. 
PRICE:  Pkt..  10c;  oz..  15c; 
14  11).,  10c;  1 lb.,  .111.10. 

Japanese  Pie 

.V  crook  neck  variety. 
K.arl.v.  Seeds  are  marked. 
Flesh  of  fine  (luality. 
Keeps  well.  TRICE:  Pkt.. 
Dc;  oz..  10c;  % lb.,  30c; 
I lb.,  9oc. 


Sugar  or  Sweet  Pumpkin  if’'®  ? r“  m 

which  the  celebrated  pumpkin  pie  is  made ; also  first- 
(dass  for  baking.  It  is  small,  being  from  10  to  12 
inches  in  diameter,  Init  its  quality  is  of  the  finest. 
Most  prolific  and  is  not  excelled  ns  a table  variety. 
PRICE :.I’kt.,  .5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  25c;  lb.,  7.5c. 


From  20  seeds  Mam- 
moth Tours  Pumpkin,  I 
grew  10  pumpkins  that 
weighed  1.000  lbs.  and  in- 
numerable smaller  ones. 

JOHN  C.  .TONES, 
Brownwood,  Texas. 
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Ratekin’s  King  of  the  Mammoths 

Woiulerfiilly  grniui  :iiul  colossal  variety,  astoiiisliing  every- 
one by  its  niaminotU  size  anil  heavy  weight.  Think  of  it — a 
single  Pumpkin  weighing  -!(!!)  pounils!  JIany  of  our  customers 
saw  this  specimen  on  exhiliition  at  the  World’s  l''air.  King  of 
Mainmotlis  is  always  a prize  winner  at  fairs  and  exhibitions. 
Notwithstanding  its  enormous  size,  it  is  one  of  the  Iiest  pie  and 
table  varieties  grown.  A splendid  keeper,  and  exceptionally 
valuable  for  feecliiig  luirposes.  I'KICK:  Choice  stock  seed,  by 
mail,  postpaiil,  oz,,  5c;  % lb.,  loc:  lb.,  2~n  \ ]b„  40e.  P>y  express 

or  freight,  at  buyer’s  expense,  r>  lbs.  Ifl.oO. 


Piz»  ^ noted  New  England  I’ie  or  Small  Sugar 
1 aHKc6  1 le  Pninpikin.  Same  shape  and  color  as  the  Con- 
necticut Field  but  is  smaller,  very  sweet,  fine  grained  and  on  ■ 
of  the  best  varieties  for  table  use.  It  pleases  everyone  for  mail- 
ing' pies.  Early.  PKIC'K:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  lllc;  Vi  lb.,  2(lc ; lb.,  Cbc. 


Connecticut  Field 


Is  tlie  common  field  or  cow  pump- 
kin. If  yon  liave  any  live  stoik 
plant  some  of  these.  PKICE:  Oz.,  5c;  ili.,  1.5c;  lb.,  liy  mail., 
g.'ic;  by  cxiiress  oi-  freight,  10  lbs, 


Katekin’s  Select  Radisli  Seed 

THESE  PRICES  INCLUDE  POSTAGE  PAID  BY  US 


Cultlll*#*  radislies  rennire  a rich  loose,  moist  soil,  so  that  they  can  be  grown  quickly.  The  crisp,  tender 

V^UILUre  (Jesli  of  early  radislies  depends  almcst  entirely  on  rajiid  growtli.  Successive  plantings  should  be  made  every  10  days 
or  two  weeks  to  keep  np  a continuous  supply  of  crisp  and  tender  radishes.  For  early  use  plant  the  round  or  button  radishes  and 
oHve  shaped.  For  later  use  plant  tl.o  1 ng  and  lijlf-b  ng  varieties,  as  they  root  much  deeper  and  resist  beat  and  drought  bette;'. 
What  are  known  as  winter  radishes  should  be  sown  in  August  and  Se)iteinbor.  All  radishes  should  be  sown  thinly  in  drills  one 
foot  apart,  seed  covered  Vi  inch  and  kept  clear  of  grass  and  weeds.  Sow  cue  onme  of  seed  to  100  feet  of  row;  10  to  12  pounds  per 
acre.  Onr  radish  seed  is  of  the  best,  all  being  grown. from  carernlly  selected  and  transiilauted  roots. 

All  R'arlicli  bust  iiii.xture  of  radislies  ever  otrered  ; eontaiiis  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colors.  A suiipl.v 

i_ICasUllo  IXdUlsll  J&.LU1  C Qf  (i;i„  seed  will  tie  just  the  thing  for  small  gardens  wlien  space  is  limited,  and  you  want 

to  make  a garden  witli  one  sowing  of  seed.  I5.v  sowing  seed  of  this  mixture,  you  wilt  Iiave  railislies  very  early  anti  eontiiiue 

Plant  it. 


tliroiighout  the 
I’UKE:  Pkt. 

Winter  Radishes 


California  Mammoth  White 


t iwc  , yjt  ill.,  . 

Long  Black  Spanish 


easoii,  liavirg  all  ll'.e  leading  early,  ni'dium  and  late  sorts. 
: oz.,  15c;  Vi  lb.,  20c;  111.,  GOc. 

The  merits  of  Wintei'  ll.'idishes  are 
little  appreciated,  probably  because 
they  are  seldom  grown  and  few  pe  qde  have  knowledge  of  tbei.- 
worth.  These  grow  to  large  size  ami  kcej)  well  for  winter  and 
spring  use.  Sow  seed  iji  the  middle  of  .Tune.  Include  some  of 
these  in  your  order. 

Pure  white,  about 
one  foot  long  and 

two  to  three  inches  through,  tapering  regularly  to  tip.  Tlic  flesli 
is  tender  and  crisp,  keeping  well  through  tlie  winter.  I’KICE: 

Large  pkt.,  .5c;  oz.,  10c;  y^  lli.,  2.5c;  lb.,  7.5c; 

f^Viina  Rncia  Hriglit  rose  color,  flesh  firm  and  piquant, 
ixu&c  cyliiuii.i,.;il.  or  largest  at  the  bottom,  tapering 
abruptly  to  small  top.  One  of  the  best  for  winter  use.  I’KICK: 

Large  pkt.,  .5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vd  H'..  20.';  lb..  0.5c. 

tfne  of  the  largest,  latest,  as 
. - well  as  (he  hardiest  of  radishes. 

Itoots  of  medium  size,  oblong,  black,  .and  flesh  is  of  firm  texture. 

PKIf'E;  Large  pkt.,  .5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vd  lb..  2.5c;  lb.,  75c. 


We  are  ^iire  this  mixture  uill  surprise  you. 


California  Mammoth  While  Winter. 


Round  Black  Spanish 


Hoots  round,  somel  lines  tap- 
slniped,  three  or  four  inches 
in  diameter;  skin  black;  flesh  white.  Fine  for  winter  use  as  the 
roots  keep  a long  time.  PltlC  K;  I’kt.,  ;5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vd  lb.,  25c: 
II).,  75c. 


You  cannot  buy  better  radish  seed  than  ours  no  matter  what  the  price 
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ivaclish  — Continued 

Fas-lxr  popular  variety  for  hotbeds  and 

1-ia.riy  OCctritrL  Vjicjijc  forcing-,  as  it  is  the  earliest  of  all.  Of 
liandsome  color,  crisp,  .iuicy  and  tender.  It  forms  a small  top  and  will 
stand  a great  amount  of  heat  without  becoming  pithy.  Its  fine  shape,  well 
illustrated  liy  the  accompanying  engraving,  makes  it  sell  for  a higher  price 
and  more  readily  than  any  other  sort.  PRICE:  Pkt„  5c;  oz.,  lOe;  % lb.,  2oc ; 
.. 


Scarlet  Radish 


Radish 


16= Day 
Radish 


If  you  want  to  grow  the  very  Earliest  Scar- 
let Turnip  Hadi.sii,  this  is  what  you  want.  It 
certainly  is  a little  gem  and  is  very  valuabTb 
for  forcing  and  especially  adapted  for  grow- 
ing in  iiot  beds  or  to  sow  very  early  in  the 
open  ground.  It  is  very  crisp  and  tender,  and 
will  produce  radishes  fit  to  pull  IG  days  after 
sowing  the  seed.  We  are  pleaseil  to  be  ;ible  to 
offer  our  customers  such  a splendid  early  ra- 
dish anil  we  know  it  will  be  highly  prized 
ulierever  grown.  PRK'E:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c; 
U lb..  20c;  11).,  GOc. 


A long  extra 
earl  ,v  variety, 
with  color  of 
snow  white.  it 
is  crisp  and  bril  - 
. lie  and  of  an  e.\- 
Icellent  mild  tia- 
Ivoi'.  roots  are 
very  uniform  in 
size.  PRK'E; 
Pkl.  . .5c;  oz  . 


ICICLE 


Scarlet  Turnip,  White  Tip 

Handsome  bright  scarlet,  white  tip.  Many 
gardeners  make  sowing  of  it  every  two  weeks 
during  summer;  its  fine  appearance  attracts 
•ustomers;  quality  always  pleases.  PRICE: 
Packet,  5c;  oz.,  lUc;  i.*  lb.,  25c;  lb.,  75c. 


Improved 
Chartier. 
plant  liber- 
ally of  thiS| 
Radish 


White  Lady  Finger  „‘“‘”'Tn 

“White  Naples,”  or  “Vienna.”  Large,  white 
crisp  variety,  about  as  larg(»  a.'^  “Long  Scarlet” 
ainl  .siijiilur  in  shape.  A verv  desirable  sort. 
PKU'K:  put.,  r.r;  oz.,  ID.-;  ll>.,  jOc;  lb.,  60.*, 


Early  Long  Scarlet  Short  Top 


Is  distinct  from 
any  radish  In 
oz„  Itic;  U Ih., 


Improved  Chartier 

cuKlv.-ilion.  PRICE;  Pkt.,  5 


Sciirlcl  Turnip  White  Tipped 
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Rhubarb,  or  Pie  Plant 

rULTUKE.  Sow  the  seed  in  cold  frame  in  the  spring  and  as  soon  as  the  plants  are  large 
enough  transplant  into  rows  t foot  apart  eacdi  way  and  cultivate.  The  foilowing  spring,  plant 
out  in  rows  .5  feet  apart  each  way  and  eacli  spring  work  into  the  soil  a liberal  supply  of  de- 
composed stable  manure.  Khubarb  roots  are  set  out  and  cultivated  as  the  above  and  tliis 
method  gives  edible  rhubarb  in  a very  short  time. 

One  oz.  of  seed  will  sow  75  ft.  of  row. 

Iji  1,  L.  C J Vigorous  and  productive.  The  leaf  stalks  are  very  numerous,  tlie 

l\nUDSll*D  i3C©Q  longer  ones  being  from  15  to  20  indies  in  length,  and  fully  one  and  a 

half  imdies  wide.  The  wliole  plant  is  nearly  514  feet  in  diameter,  wliile  the  leaves,  exclusive 
of  the  flower  stalks,  are  about  214  feet  in  heiglit.  Ithubarli  is  very  liiglily  esteemed  for  use  in 
jiies.  tarts,  jelly  and  marmalade  and  large  iinantities  are  sold  in  all  markets  every  year.  It  is 
tile  first  vegetable  of  the  season,  and  no  garden  should  be  without  it.  ERlt'E:  Large  pkt.,  5c; 
oz.,  15c;  14  11).,  40c;  ill.,  .'t;i.25.  Roots,  loe  eaidi ; 4 for  50c;  12  for  .$1.25,  postpaid.  Not  prepaid, 
10c  each;  10  for  05c;  25  for  $1.50;  50  lor  $2.50;  100  for  $4.75. 

Horse-Radish  Sets 


Horse-radish  is  always  in  demand  in  winter  and  spring.  The  culture  is  by  seta  or  root 
cuttings,  as  it  seldom  seed's.  These  sets  are  planted  in  rows  or  furrows  2 to  3 feet  apart  and 
15  to  18  inches  apart  in  the  rows.  Tlie  sets  slionlil  be  pla<‘ed  in.  a perpendicular  position,  will) 
ci'own  ;5  to  0 inches  below  surface.  Horse-radish  deliglits  in  a deep,  rich  soil.  It  makes  large 
top  growth,  giving  weeds  small  <-hance.  The  f'Oll.MON  VARIETY. — Very  choice  I offer  at  25 
cents  per  dozen.  .50  for  60  cents;  100  for  $1.00,  postpaid  by  mail.  Hy  fi-eight  or  express  at 
purchasers  expense  OOe  per  JOO;  .$6.00  per  1000. 


Spinach 


Q • 1,  14pring  use,  sow  seed  in  Au- 

i3piI12lCri  ^UllUrc  gust  or  Seiifeniber.  in  ricli  soil.  I’pon 
approaidi  of  cold  weather,  cover  the  plants  with  :i  inches  of  straw 
or  salt  hay.  in  llie  Spring,  when  dry,  remove  tlie  litter  and  plants 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  a short  time.  Sow  seed  1 imdi  deep  in 
rows  1 foot  aiiart  or  broadcast.  For  a succession,  sow  every  two 
weeks  from  .Viiril  to  August.  I'se  1 ounce  to  UK)  feet  of  drill;  8 to 
It)  jiounds  |ier  acre  in  drills;  12  to  15  pounds  broadcast.  The 
Hiiest  "greens”  of  any  plant  in  cultivation. 

I C c-nn  f'bis  is  a wliolesome  vegetable  throughout 

l_iOrig  OcaSOIl  the  entire  season.  It  is  ver.v  hard.v.  Seed 
sown  in  September  will  produce  small  plants,  whiidi,  with  a sliglit 
covering  will  be  available  for  use  very  early  in  the  spring. 

The  plant  is  small,  with  rich,  Instrions  green  leaves.  These 
are  short,  broad,  very  thiidi.  and  of  so  great  substam-e.  that,  it 
loses  bulk  in  cooking  less  than  any  other  sort.  The  leaf  stems 
are  very  slmrt,  whi(  h so  greatly  reduces  the  diameter  of  the  plant, 
tliat  it  ma.v  be  grown  more  closely  than  other  varieties,  and  the 
: whole  plant  forms  a compact,  dense  rosette,  perfect  in  color  and 
substam-e,  and  unei|ualled  in  flavor.  tSee  cut.)  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c; 
oz.,  lUc;  li  lb.,  20c;  lb.,  50c. 

A/ir-foi-Ja  variety  is  distinguished  for  its  exceedingly  dark  black-green 

V IClOria  being  from  two  to  three  weeks  later,  than  the  ordinary  varieties. 

The  leaves  are  thick  and  spread  out  flat  tipon  the  ground.  It  is  excellent  for  spring  soi 
hardy  to  withstand  the  winter  in  this  locality.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  20c;  lb.,  25c, 
Bloomsdsilc savory-leaved  curled  variety.  Very  highly  valued;  especially  in  tlie  South.  PRICE: 


Long  Season  Spinach. 

lor.  and  also  for  its  very  long  st; 

■ing,  but 
Pkt.,  5c; 


uuling  (lualities, 
ned  suHii-iently 
oz„  10c;  II'., 


Very  useful  to  supply  the  place  of  the  ordinary  spinach  . during  the  very  hottest  nionlhs  of  the  year,  or  in 
Iiew  ^ectianu  dry,  arid  localities.  A few  plants  will  supply  a family  wilh  Ihis  delicious  vegetable  from  .lul.v  lo  Octidier. 
PRICE;  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  .30c;  lb.,  $1,00. 

I rmcr  Sf^mdino'  Vhis  excellent  variety  comes  quickly  to  maturity  and  remains  in  condition  for  use  much  longer  Ilian  other 
l-iUlIg  tJlallUIllg  sorts.  The  leaves  are  smooth  and  very  dark,  rich  green.  In  our  estimation  the  best  for  the  iirivate  garden, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  profitable  with  market  gardeners.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  V4  H',,  15c;  lb,,  40c,  postpaid, 
Prirlflir  Winl-#»p  very  hardy  variety  and  will  withstand  severe  weather  better  than  any  other  sort,  II  is  used  largely  for 
» I iviviy  TY  iiiLCi  sowing.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  1.5c;  lb.,  40c,  iiostpaid. 


Salsify  or  Vegetable  Oyster 

CrLTPRE. — Also  known  as  Oyster  Plant  or  Vegetable  Oyster.  Treat  about  the  same  as  carrot,  except 
that  salsify  is  hardier,  and  may  be  left  in  the  ground  all  winter.  Sow  in  drills  a convenient  distance 
1 to  2 feet  apart,  and  thin  to  4 inches  in  the  row.  Cover  seed  about  1 inch.  I'se  1 ounce  to  75  feet  of 
row;  8 to  10  pounds  per  acre.  Sow  in  April  or  .May. 

IVIamiTirkfVi  SanrliA/ij-Vi  Tclanrl  ‘»'P™'’ed  lype  and  the  largest  and  most  prolific 

^**“******^*^**  kjanilWICri  isidnu  salsify  now  in  cultivation.  It  attains  large  size,  being  twice  the 
size  of  the  Long  White.  In  quality  it  Is  much  superior  to  the  other  sorts.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  oz.,  15c; 
L lb..  ;>,0c;  lb„  $1.00. 

Ratekin’s  “Home  Garden^  Collection 

THE  BIGGEST  AND  BEST  BARGAIN  EVER  OFFERED  BY  ANY  SEED  HOUSE 


I-B  pint  Beans;,  Improved  Golden  Wax 
pint  Bean«,  iaoii^  Vellow  Six  Week)!) 

I-B  pint  Bean^,  Kentuek>  omier 
\ lai'8:e  packet  Beet,  Karl.v  Kelipse 
I large  ]»aeket  Beet,  Ia>ng  Blood 
I large  packet  Cal)l)age,  Eurl.v  Jersey  Waketield 
I large  packet  <'abhage,  Katekiii's  Autumn  King 
I large  packet  ('arrol,  Darner’s  Half  Long 
I large  packet  Celery,  Golden  Sell  Blanching 
I large  jmcket  (’iicumbcr.  Cool  and  Crisp 
I large  pac'ket  Cuciunber,  < bicugo  I'ickliiig 
l-B  pint  Sweet  C <»rn,  Beep  O'  Day 
l-:<  pint  Sweet  Corn.  Evergreen 
l-;l  pint  Bop  Corn,  (White  like.) 

I large  pa<'ket  Egg  Blant,  Early  Hound  Burtde 
I large  packet  Eiulive 

I large  packet  Lettuce,  Earl.\  Curled  Simpson 
I large  i>ackel  Lettuce.  Ciraiid  Kapids 
I large  tim  kel  Miiskmelon,  Osage 

#1.50  GKTS  THIS  COMPLETE  < OLLE 
bt  Best  >’arietles  ot  Vegetable  Seeds,  including  N 
Tl\is  collection  i-  ulreaily  put  ut»  in  sealed  packages  and  cufinol  be  ebun 
wbr  re. 


Mantmotb  Samlwi<‘l 
Island. 


I large  packet  Watermelon.  Cole's  Early 
i large  packet  Watermelon,  Kleekley  Sweet 
I large  packet  Onion,  Red  Wetbersfleld 
1 large  pac*ket  Onion,  Vellow  Globe 
1 large  packet  Parsley 

1 large  packet  Parsnip,  Hollow  C'rovrii 
1-8  piiit  Peas.  Alaska 
1-8  pint  Peas.  Gradiis 
1-8  pint  Pea.s,  Teleptioiie 
1 large  packet  Pepper.  Bull  Nose 
I large  |»ackel  Pumphiii.  Pie 
I large  packet  Kadisb.  l-'rencb  Breakfast 
I large  packet  Kadisb,  Improved  Citarfler 
1 large  packet  Salsify,  Maminotli  Saiulwi^-b  Island 
1 large  packet  Spinach,  Bloonidale 
1 large  packet  Squash,  Hubbard 

I large  packet  'i'omato,  Earliaiia 

I large  packet  Tomat<».  Mjit<ble*-s 

I large  packet  Turnip,  Purple  T<»p  .Milan 

CTION  DELIVERED  FREE  AT  VOl  R DOOR, 
ine  1-8  Pint  Packages  of  Beans.  Peas  and  Sweel  Corn, 
ged.  N<*t  sul»Je<t  to  un>  premiums  or  disi'ounib  idVcred 
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Quality 


Chicago 

Warty 

Hubbard 

The  Loader  in 

All  market!^. 


Golden  Hubbard 


The  One  Variety  of  Squash  that  is  Never  Troubled 
l>y  Bugs.  Justly  Popular  Wherever  and  Whenever 
Grown.  This  is  a True  Huhl>ard  Squash,  li.xeept  in 
Color,  wliieh  is  bright  Golden.  It  ripens  its  crop  very 
early.  The  fruits  are  very  uniforin  in  size,  weighing 
from  si.v  to  eight  ])ounrls,  and  in  shape  are  like  the 
Huhh.ard.  Though  inaturiug  eaidy  they  are  wonderfully 
l(ji]g  keepers,  so  they  can  be  held  over  in  good  condition 
for  Spring  use.  The  shell  is  warty,  hard  and  strong-, 
and  a very  beautiful  orange-red  color,  e.vcept  for  a bit 
of  olive  green  on  the  blossom  end.  The  flesh  is  a deep 
or.-inge,  and  uniformly  so  to  the  end,  never  having  the 
green  tinge  So  objectionably  in  other  sorts.  It  cooks 
vei-y  dry,  fine  grained  and  good  flavored.  Has  no 
superior  as  a table  .Siiuash.  PRICE:  I’kt.,  oc;  oz.,  10c: 
Vi  lb.,  ,‘{0c;  Vo  lb.,  5."ic;  lb„  .id.oo. 

Ratekin’s  Chicago  Warty  Hubbard 

Our  str.ain  of  the  above  will  produce  what  we  con- 
sider the  Ideal  Hubbard  for  liome  or  for  market.  For 
thirty  or  forty  years  the  Squash  lias  ranked  first  for 
a \\  inter  keeper.  It  is  shipped  thousands  of  miles  in 
'■ar-load  lots  from  the  West  to  East  every  year.  With 
the  growing  of  it  in  a large  way  it  was  found  that  the 
largest,  heaviest,  dark,  rough-skinned  specimens  are 
most  valnalde  and  most  salable.  Choicest  stock  Seed 
of  our  own  growing.  Send  to  Katekin’s  Seed  House  for 
I he  lies!  Seed.  PRICE:  Pkt..  Dc;  OZ.,  lOc:  % lb  *>50 
i/j  lb.,  4.-K-;  lb.,  8oc.  > 74  ., 


PRODUCTIVE 
EARLY 

BEAUTIFUL 

GOOD 


Winter 

Squashes 

The  acknowledged 
Standard  for 


More  people  in  more  places 
plant  the  Hubbard  Squash 
than  any  other  sort;  that  is, 
is  the  American  favorite.  It 
outsells  all  other  varieties  in 
markets.  It  is  an  especial 
favorite  and  reaches  perfection 
almost  everywhere  from  ocean 
to  ocean,  and  from  Canada  to 
the  gulf.  Thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  barrels  of 
Hubbards  shipped  from  the 
West  are  annually  disposed  of 
in  Philadelphia,  New  York 
and  Boston.  While  the  aver- 
age strain  is  good  there  are 
differences  in  the  Hubbard 
type  which  should  be  recog- 
nized by  progressive  garden- 
ers. 


Our  Improved  Hubbard  re- 
presents the  perfection  of  the 
type. 

The  flesh  is  of  a rich  yellow 
or  orange  color,  and  is  very 
fine  grained,  solid,  dry  and 
sweet.  The  toughness  of  the 
rind  or  shell  makes  it  a good  keeper.  The  color  varies  somewhat,  being 
sometimes  green  and  sometimes  reddish  when  mature;  but  the  color  and 
quality  of  the  flesh  are  fixed  and  unchangeable — always  a deep  golden 
yellow  or  orange. 


ffg^GOLDEN 


Ratekin’s  Improved 
Hubbard 

The  Faniniis  Standard  Winter  Squash 
for  All  Purposes. 


The  Grand  Old  Favorite.  This  is  a superior  selection  of  this  famous  variety,  and 
one  of  the  best  Winter  Squashes.  Flesh  bright  orange  yellow,  fine  grained,  very  dry, 
sweet  and  rieJj  flavored.  Keeps  perfectly  good  througliout  the  Winter.  Boils  or  bakes 
exceedingly  dry,  and  is  esteemed  by  many  to  be  as  good  b.-iked  as  a Sweet  Potato.  Our 
stock  is  most  l•.■lref^Illy  selected  with  regard  to  quality  of  the  flesh  and  color  and  wartiness 
of  the  shell,  but  the  latter  peculiarities  are  largely  determined  by  the  soils  in  which  the 
Squashes  are  raised.  Our  customers  can  plant  this  variety  in  perfect  confidence  that 
every  fruit  will  be  a pure  Hubbard.  Send  to  Katekin’s  for  the  best  Seed.  PRICE: 
I’kt.,  5e;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb-  2,'5c ; % lb.,  45c;  lb.,  85e. 

This  is  of  true  bush  growth,  nearly  as  early  as  the 
Early  Mliite  Bush,  and  produces  large  thick  fruits 
with  scalloped  edges,  frequently  twelve  to  fourteen  iuehes  in  diameter.  PRICE:  Pkt., 
."c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  -fl.OO,  postpaid. 


Mammoth  White  Bush 


VARIETIES  OF  SUMMER  SQUASH 


Burpee’s  Bush — Fordhook  Squash 


Mammoth  Chili 


A very  large-fruited  variety.  Under 
special  cultivation  the  fruits  attain  a 
very  great  weight  and  are  of  attractive  appearance.  The  skin  is 
(luite  smootli,  but  with  broad  open  netting  .-ind  of  a rich  orange- 
yellow.  Flesh  very  thick,  of  a rich  vellow  coloring:  fine  grained 
and  sweet.  PRICE:  Fkt.,  .5c;  o/.„  15c;  % lb.,  40c ; lb.,  .'t;i..50. 

Favlxr  RiioLt  Scalloped.  This  is  the  white  Patty 

early  Wlllte  OUSh  or  “CymUng”  of  the  South. 

The  plants  are  of  true  bush  growth,  producing  fruit  ready  for 
use  very  early  in  the  smnnier.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5e ; oz..  10c:  14  lb., 
lOc ; 111,,  00c.  postpaid. 


Being  of  “bush  growth,”  the 
I)laiits  can  be  grown  much  more 
closely  together.  The  fruits  are  rather  shorter  and  thicker 
than  those  of  the  running  type;  the.y  are  also  thicker  fleshed 
and  have  :i  smaller  seed  cavity,  but  unfortunately  do  not  come 
as  true  to  type.  Our  Fordhook  Squash  is  about  .a  week  later 
than  the  Early  White  Bush;  it  is  much  sweeter  and  better 
flavored.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  15c;  % lb.,  40c;  Ih.,  |1.’25,  post- 
paid. 

This  strain  is  equally  as  early  as 
the  common  small-fruited  variety, 
while  tlie  sciuashes  grow  to  a much  larger  size,  measuring  from 
eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  in  length.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  ,5c;  oz„  1.5c; 
l.i  lb..  40c;  lb.,  $l.‘i5,  postpaid. 


Giant  Crookneck 
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HENDERSON’S  RED  PONDEROSA 

The  Grandest  Tomato  on  Earth 

Pr»nrltf»rncji  appearance  ten  years  ago  it  gripped  and  held  tlie  admiration  of  all  who  grew  il. 

onaerusa  This  has  made  it  possitde  not  only  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  (luality  which  it  has  always  occupie<l,  hut, 
by  careful  development  to  raise  it  to  a higher  standard  of  perfection  than  ever. 

ViKiuestionably  the  one  great  requisite  in  ;i  vegetable  for  private  use  is  quality — first  and  always  QUALITY.  With  a Tomato 
this  means  primarily  good  flavor,  free  from  acidity;  then  a fairly  tender  skin,  solid,  meaty  flesh,  few  seeds,  and  very  little 
.iuicy  pulp.  These  ideals  are  perfectly  exemplified  in  I'onderosa:  I’onderosa  in  size  or  delicious,  meaty  flavor  is  not  only  the 
l.argest  but  also  the  heaviest  tomato  grown.  The  color  is  a glowing  ci-imson ; shape  quite  regular  considering'  its  size,  and  it  is 
considered  liy  thousands  of  people  the  best  table  variety  in  existence  for  slicing,  having  lint  few  seeds.  The  fruit  I'ipens  early  and 

liears  well  until  verv  late.  A good  tomato  for  home  use.  I offer  the  genuine  he.-iibiuarters  stock.  rRICE:  Pkt.,  Klc;  y.  oz.,  L’.bc; 

nz.,  40c:  Vi  lb.,  .Id. 10;  lb.,  .'jif.on. 

One  ounce  produces  about  2,000  plants:  2 ounces  enough  for  an  acre.  For  early  crop  sow  in  hotbeds  in  .Januar.v 

1 UdimUCs  Februar.v.  l''or  late  crop  in  open  beds  in  yiay.  Lo  not  doi)end  on  one  ]danting  cf  tomato  plants  !■>  extenil  the 

whole  season  througli,  as  they  should  be  i)l:uited  both  early  ;iud  late  for  best  results.  Tomato  as  .-r  field  crop  yields  300  to  .'100  bushels 
per  acre. 

flLTl'IlK:  .Sow  in  a hotbed  in  early  spring,  or  the  seed  may  be  sown  in  shallow  boxes  and  ])l;iccd  in  a ■\rindow  when  one 
lines  not  wish  to  have  the  trouble  of  making  a hotbed.  Trnnspliiut  in  the  o|ieu  gi-oniid  when  all  daugei'  of  frost  is  past,  .setting 
the  plants  four  to  five  feet  apart  each  way. 

t Tlils  Is  tile  luosl  populiii'  luuiii  ci'op  va I'U'I  v ill  cultivation  and 

[New  otone  1 he  Ltenuine  Livingston  otrain  tpei.j.  i,iy  more  seed  soui  ..r  tins  sort  timu  aii  others 

combined  under  the  Ideal  Toiniito  f'omlitions  of  ‘'famous”  Iowa,  we  have  brniiglit  this  tmimto  to  a very  bigli  slate  of  iierfectioii, 
so  that  our  seed  is  not  surpassed  in  quality  by  any  stock  offered,.  This  vai'iety  has  obtained  imint'iise  i)o|iularity  witli  market 
gardeners,  Soiitborii  growers,  caiiners  and  linme  growers  everywhere.  Its  solidity  ami  carrying  iiualities  are  remarkable.  Its 
color  is  a desirable  red.  Its  sliaiie  a ]ierfectly  siiiootli.  and  tliicker  from  stem  to  blossoin  end  than  most  varieties,  making  it 
very  liaudsoiiie  and  sale;ible.  Xobody  finds  any  fault  with  tliis  variet.v,  but  all  speak  in  tlie  liighest  terms  of  its  beautiful  color,  its 
wonderful  .vieldiiig  qualities,  its  iiiieqiialed  firmness,  nr  some  other  of  ils  good  points.  I'Ulf'L:  I’.v  mail  imstpaid : I’kt.,  5c;  oz., 
20c;  Vi  lb„  tiOc;  lb.,  $2.00.  Not  prepaid;  Vi  lb..  Otic;  lli.,  .'>1.110. 

You  Will  Grow  Good  Tomatoes 

If  you  plant  Ilatekin’s  Tomato  Seed.  It  is  just  as  easy  to  grow  good  tomatoes  as  it  is  small,  inferior,  mis-shapen,  cracked, 
split,  almost  worthless  ones,  grown  from  cliea])  seed;  usu.-illy  the  refuse  from  canneries  or  saveil  from  tail-end  of  the  market 
gardeners  crop. 

Our  tomato  seed  is  saved  exclusively  from  crops  grown  for  seed  purposes  and  only  from  the  choii-est  tomatoes  in  the  fields.  We 
will  not  attempt  to  compete  in  price  with  seed  dealers  who  sell  canning  factory  seed  or  who  bn.v  up  tomato  seed  from  the  refuse  of 
market  gardeners  crops  and  other  truck-growing  States. 

Katekin’s  tomato  sccil  has  ,a  reputation  equaled  by  that  of  no  other  house  in  this  country.  It  leads  all  others  in  the  tomato 
shipping  sections  of  the  SOUTH.  Our  seed  stands  the  test  of  time.  It’s  not  a case  of  good  one  .vear  and  poor  the  next,  but  it's 
good  all  the  time.  Makes  paying  crops  for  the  men  who  grow  tomatoes  for  shipment  in  the  South;  makes  jiaying  crops  for  local 
market  gardeners;  it  gives  home  gardens  a bountiful  supply  of  delicious,  large  sizeii.  smooth  tom.-itoes.  all  tlirough  the  summer; 
it’s  exactly  the  seed  yon  want  for  your  use  this  ye-ir,  no  ncittcr  whether  yon  garden  for  market  or  home  use. 
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THE  EARLIEST,  FIRM  SOLID.  THICK  FLESHED 
TOMATO  GROWN. 

Combines  the  earliness  of  Earliana  with  the  beauty 
and  flavor  of  Stone  and  the  solidity  of  Ponderosa. 


Tomatoes 


Continued. 


From  a true  photograph  Earliest  of  All  Red  Tomatoes.  “Ma^i  Queen.”  Packet,  15c;  ounce,  50c. 

We  first  iniroduc-eil  ;ind,  catiilogiied  this  GIIANDK.ST  OF  ALL  TOMA'I’O  in  liMi.’,  under  the  he.-id  nf  “UATEKIN'S  NAMFLK.SS 
TOMATO”  in  wliii-h  we  s.iid  fhe-u  as  now  verified  by  inure  than  fifty  thousand  gardeners,  truck  growers  and  house  wifes  who  have 
since  tried  aiid  tested  it.  as  follows. 

A first  early  tomato  introduceil  hy  ns  that  will  displace  all  other  varieties  for  earliness,  si/.e,  coloi-,  shape  and  solidity; 
equal  alike  for  either  home  or  market  use  and  canning  purposes.  This  being  our  (the  introducer's)  first  season,  we  want  each  and 
every  one  of  our  customers  to  try  out  at  least  one  packet. 

We  have  tested  it  carefully  in  all  section  of  the  country,  before  offering  it  to  the.  trade,  from  New  .Jersey  to  Oregon,  from 
Minnesota  to  Texas,  in  fact,  every  section  of  the  country  where  tomatoes  are  grown,  and  have  proven  conclusivei,v  to  our  satisfac- 
tion, tliat  it  is  TllK  VERY  BEST  E.VKLY'  TO.'I.ITO  GROWN.  The  fruits  ripen  up  evenly  and  set  more  freely  tlian  Earliana,  also 
they  command  a higher  ]irice  ou  the  market  on  aecount  /if  their  color,  size  and  shape.  In  the  northwest  they  are  sure  to  set  their 
fruit,  are  abundant  bearers  and  have  proven  themselves  practically  tree  from  the  terrible  blight  which  affects  all  other  varieties 
in  that  section. 

In  the  south  the  “Magi  Queen”  has  proven  a winner.  It  ripens  for  first  earl.v  market,  keeps  well,  is  a good  shipper,  but  best 
of  all.  "Magi  Queeu"  withstands  the  hot  dry  winds,  is  free  from  the  rot  and  blight  which  southern  gardeners  are  always  fighting. 

,«IZEr»  PP  EROJI  EVERY  ST.iNDPOINT  IT  IS  THE  BEST  .YEE  PERPOSB  TOYIATO  I HAYE  EYER  SEEN.  The  M.YGI 
tlEEEN  TO.M.YTO:  Grand  and  glorious  tomato;  the  largest,  handsomest  finest  flavored,  most  superior  earl.v  tomato  ever  offered  or 
introduced.  It's  a healthy,  thrifty  rapid  growing  tomato,  oue  that  never  blights,  rots  or  spots.  The  plants  are  very  compact,  with 
stout,  close  jointed  branches,  which  set  fruit  vei’y  freely.  The  fruits  are  good  size  and  ver.v  beautiful;  brilliant  scarlet  color, 
smooth,  sweet  and  juicy,  yet  the  flesh  is  solid,  almost  "beefy,”  contains  but  few  seeds  and  with  very  small  core.  It  is  everbearing 
from  two  months  after  it  is  transplanted  until  frost,  and  has  proven  the  best  and  sweetest  of  all  for  slicing  and  for  all  purposes. 
PRICE:  Pkt.,  15c;  oz.,  50c;  % lb.,  .jll.oO;  lb.,  $2.25;  lb.,  ijJl.oO. 


YVINNER  01  FIRST  I'RIZE.  Vii  ksburg,  MisS. 

.1.  W.  Itatekin,  Shenandoah.  Iowa. 

My  Dear  Sir: — Y'ours  came  just  as  we  were  startin.g  for  a short  visit  at  Wateidoo,  Iowa,  from  which  we  returned  last  Wednes- 
day evening.  Was  mu(di  pleased,  of  course,  both  at  being  adjudged  a “good  Indian”  and  at  winning  the  name  prize — as  to  wliich 
.Mrs  liongley  iilayed  it  low  down  on  me  by  asking  before  showing  me  yonr  letter,  but  after  reading  it,  if  she  could  have  the 
.'flu. 00  in  case  1 wen  it.  Of  course  1 said  “yes,”  thiukiug  a one  in  a thousand  chance  offered  great  opportunit.v  for  cheap  gener- 
osity. YVith  best  regards  I am,  Siucerel.v  yours, 

C.  E.  LONGLEV. 

Italekin's  Seed  House.  Slienaudoah,  Iowa.  Eldorado  Springs.  Mo. 

De.ir  Sirs:--IaLSt  Marcdi.  through  the  kindness  of  a neighbor,  one  of  your  catalogues  came  under  my  notice.  I desired  some 
seeds,  ;ind  included  in  the  order  sent  you  1.5  cents  for  a package  of  R.YTEKIN'S  N.YMELESS  TOMATO.  I jilanted  half  of  the 
pa<-kage,  putting  part  of  the  seeds  in  a hot  bed  and  some  in  a box,  in  the  house.  Soon  the  seeds  were  up.  I believe  1 am  safe  in 
saying  every  seed  germinated.  YVe  set  out  500  |)lants,  besides  giving  freely  of  plants  to  several  of  our  neighbors. 

While  we  have  had  a little  better  lU'ops  this  year  than  last,  yet  at  times,  our  garden  has  suffered  t)adj,v  from  back  of  moisture, 
but  oui'  tomatoes  yielded  so  bountifully;  Ihe.v  more  than  satisfied  our  expectations.  YVe  have  used  inan.v  bushels  in  our  family, 
eaten  them  every  way.  for  we  are  fond  of  sindi  a lusi-ious  vegetable.  YY^e  have  also  canned  over  90  (luarts,  made  several  gallons 
of  catsup,  and  preserves  and  sold  at  00  cents  per  bushel.  ,'i;i0..58  worth  of  tomatoes. 

Our  toin.atoes  were  the  first  home  grown  ou  the  market,  for  which  we  received  5 cents  per  lb.  YY^e  gave  a liberal  supply  of 
our  first  ripe  ones  to  our  friends,  who  wondered  at  our  success,  in  ripening  them  so  early.  YY'e  have  plenty  to  use  yet,  and  an 
abundance  of  green  ones  for  pickling. 

Can  truthfully  say  our  little  investment  in  the  “Nameless  Tomato”  seed,  yielded  us  the  best  and  biggest  returns  of  anything 
gi-own.  this  season,  in  onr  garden. 

In  conidusion  would  suggest  “.TUNE  DELIGHT."  as  an  aiipmpriate  name  for  the  NAMEIdCSS  TO.YIATO,  Hoping  to  be  a 
sina-essful  contestant,  with  best  wishes  for  your  futui-e  prosperity,  I remain.  Sincerely  yours, 

Y)ltS.  GEORGE  McELYVAIN. 
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ToHiat06S  Continued 


SMALL  FRUITED  TOMATOES 


Spark’s  Earliana 

(Scarlet  reil.)  ^'eL■y  iioiMilur  willi 
many  growers  of  tomatoes  foj' 
e;lrly  market.  There  is  no  i^uestioii 
hut  tlmt  Earliana  is  a very  early 
variety,  and  one  fully  deserving  the 
remarkable  newspaper  notoriety  it 
has  had  for  the  jiast  few  years.  As 
far  as  I am  person.ally  concerned  I 
am  satisfied  Ratekin's  M.4GI  <JUEKN 
is  still  the  earliest  of  all  tomatoes, 
lint  at  the  same  time  I am  willing 
to  admit  that  Spark's  Earliana  is 
also  an  excellent  variety,  and  that  it 
has  given  Ratekin’s  MAGI  QGEKN, 
a harder  tussle  for  supremacy  than 
any  early  variety.  Of  large  sixe, 
Scarlet  red  color  and  great  produc- 
tiveness. I have  secured  a supply 
of  seed  direct  from  headquarters. 
PRICE:  Pkt.,  KIc;  oz.,  30c;  % lb„ 

8.1c;  lb.,  .?3.00. 


Dwarf  Champion  Tomato. 

Dwarf  Ibvarf  .and  compad  in  l.abit:  sold  by 

1 v^lldllipiun  Some  seoi'.smen  as  the  Tree  Tomato.  Stands 
up  well  even  when  loailod  with  fruit,  having  .a  stiff,  bushy  stem;  can  be 
jdanlcd  close  togetlier;  very  desiiaildo  in  small  gardens>  e.arl.v.  It  is 
alw.-iys  smootli  and  .a 1 1 ract ive : the  skin  is  (■  ugh  and  llesii  solid,  but  li.as 
no  hard  core  and  is  of  good  flavor.  PRICE:  Rkt.,  5c;  oz.,  30c;  l/J.  lb.. 

:iuc;  lb.,  .s.'i.oo. 


Ratekin’s  Mammoth  Beauty 

RafAlr^n’e  Rooiifir  THE  BEST  M.VIX  CROP  TOMATO.  Smooth,  uniform,  prolific, 
® Jjcauiy  ^ long  keeper  and  of  the  finest  quality.  Fruit  is  a glossy 
crimson,  of  large  size  and  so  perfect  and  uniform  that  they  look  .as  though  each  one  were 
moulded  with  a stamp.  Ou  account  of  its  perfect  shape  and  great  l>e.auty,  it  is  unsur- 
passed for  market.  Its  quality  is  excellent,  fiesh  soliil,  beefy  and  with  very  few  seeds. 
Ripens  up  after  the  first  earlies  and  eoutiiiues  to  Item-  fruit  until  frost.  A splendid  keeper; 

^ ripe  fruit  fresh  from  the  vine  have  Ijeen  kept  in  perfect  condition  from  three  to  four  weeks 
during  the  warm  summer  weather.  Planted  together  side  l>y  side  with  our  new  tomato, 

I MAGI  QPEEN,  you  will  have  two  of  the  most  profitable  tomatoes  to  i)e  grown  and  can  cater 
to  the  most  critical  of  markets,  ther^jy  gaining  the  higliest  prices.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  3 
puts.,  25c;  oz.,  40c;  U lb.,  90c;  lb.,  li;3.00.  Ceilts 


We  will  send, 
postpaid,  seven  5 
cent  packets  of  any 
variety  of  oiir  to- 
matoes yon  inay  se- 
lect. Value  3.y  cents 
I'or  '25  cents. 


Chalk’s  Early  Jewel 


Tim  largest,  smoothest  and  finest  lla\- 
ored,  extra  early  briglit  red  tomal". 
.\boiit  ten  d.iys  laler  Ih.in  M.VGI  (JCEEX.  It  is  a he.-ivy  cropper,  willi 
Inmatoes  of  large  size  ami  sweet  ll.avor,  pi'oducing  (hroiigiiont  the  se.ison. 
The  plants  are  of  bushy,  comp.-nT  growlh,  heavily  loaded  with  friiU. 
The  tomatoes  are  of  gooil  size,  .inst  right  for  market;  are  very  solid  and 
ileeji  Ihrougli,  Ijeing  .-ilmost  round;  color  bright  scarlet,  ri[)euing  t > tlic 
stem  witlumt  cracks  or  green  core.  T’lie  fiesh  is  tliick,  solid,  of  fine  flavor, 
witli  few  seeds.  Tlie  skin  is  strong  enough  to  make  it  a good  sliipping 
variety.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  oz.,  30c;  % lb., 'UOc;  lb.,  $3.00. 


Mixed  Tomatoes 

preiiared  lliis  mixture  of 
we  1 liink  will  please  all 


For  the  advantage  of  some  of  our  cust  imcrs 
who  would  like  to  try  all  kinds,  we  hive 
I lie  varieties  named  and  several  others  v liich 
PRICK:  I’kI..  ."ic;  oz.,  ,",()c;  i,  11, .S,-,,'. 


UxoIj-  T 4. .'lakes  line  Preserves.  This  lise- 
OUSK  1 OmaiO  fni  fruit,  wliich  is  .-ilso  railed 
Slrawl)erry  and  Ground  Cherry  'I’omalo.  is  greally 
valued  fur  use  as  a preserve,  it  also  makes  delicious  pies 
either  when  ripe  or  dried  with  sugar,  Wlien  ripe  tin' 
fruits  ai'e  lialf  an  inch  in  diameter  and  of  very  sweel 
and  agreeable  llavor.  'I'he  vines  cover  I he  ground  and 
yield  enormously  of  the  fi'tiit  wliich  is  endoseil  in  a 
liusk  or  fruit  calyx.  There  are  two  varieties  of  tlie 
Husk  Tomato,  the  Golden  Husk  and  the  I’nrple  Husk. 
We  consider  tlie  Golden  Husk  liy  far  tlie  lieller  of  the 
two  and  unless  otlierwise  directed  will  always  send 
Golden  Husk  on  orders  received  for  Strawberry,  Ground 
I'lierrv  cr  Husk  Tomato.  PRICE:  Pkt..  .5o ; oz..  ,'jOo ; 

III,,  ird.dO. 
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CULTURE. — Sow  early  varieties  in  April,  iu 
drills  12  to  18  inches  apart.  Cover  seed  % inch 
and  thin  out  to  4 to  6 inches  iu  the  row.  Culti- 
vate frequently.  For  succession  sow  at  intervals 
until  the  last  week  iu  May.  For  Fall  and  Winter  crop,  sow  in  July  or  August  in  drills  or  broadcast, 
drill;  IV2  pounds  to  acre  iu  drills  or  2%  pounds  broadcast. 


Ratekin’s  Turnips 


OUR  PRICES  INCLUDE  POSTAGE 


Use  1 ounce  to  250  feet  of 


Early  White  Elat  Dutch— Early  Red  or  Purple  Top 


Early  White  Flat  Dutch  stand-by,  and  one 


of  the  most  popul.ar  early 
varieties  for  either  spring  or  fall  planting.  Of  medium  size,  and 
a <iuick  grower.  Is  flat,  as  shown  In  the  illustration,  with  very 
sm.ill,  fine  t.i]iroot.  Flesh  and  skin  pure  white;  flue  grained  and 
sweet.  PRICE:  Oz.,  5c;  % lb.,  15c;  lb.,  5Uc,  postpaid.  10  lbs., 
not  prepaid,  i^l.OO. 

Early  Red  or  Purple  Top  aT'.'l" 

nip,  being  almost  identical  with  tlie  Flat  Dutch  e.vcept  for  the 
deep  red  or  purple  color  of  tlie  skin  at  the  top  of  the  l)nlb. 
Known  iu  many  sections  as  the  Purple  Flat  Dutcli.  It's  a iiuick 
grower  with  very  fine-grained,  sweet-flavored  tlesli.  The  reel  top 
of  the  bulb  extending  down  to  where  it  rests  in  the  soil  adds 
very  much  to  tlie  attractive  appearance  of  this  popular  variety. 
I’KICE:  Uz.,  5c;  T4  lb.,  15c;  lb.,  50c.  10  pounds,  not  prepaid. 


.'fl.OO. 


Extra  Early  White  Egg  eTwy  murwllh  t^^ 


able  seasons  is  ready  for  t.alile  use  in  (i  weeks  from  sowing.  Skin 
and  flesh  are  a juire  snow  wliite;  solid,  fine  grained,  sweet  and  a 
good  keeper.  Looks  very  attractive  linnched  for  sale  and  garden- 
ers with  this  variety  have  no  difficulty  iu  selling  at  top  prices. 
PRICE:  Uz.,  5c;  % lb.,  20c;  lb.,  tiOc.  10  lbs.,  not  prepaid,  .'?4.50. 


F-vfi-a  Fai*Nr  Milan  earliest  of  all  turnips.  A flat, 

J-iAlld.  l-idiiy  IVJLlld.il  purple  top  variety,  resembling  tlie 


Early  Ked  or  I’urple  Top  very  closely  but  is  two  weeks  earlier. 
I’erfect  iu  shape  and  color,  sweet  and  flue  grained.  Seed  supply 
very  short.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  25c;  lb.,  70c. 


Ratekin’s 


Big  Turnip  Collection 


Tlie  most  popular  of  all  turnip  collertions.  This  {fives  every 
family  a supply  of  early,  medium  and  late  turnips.  No  other 
house  in  America  ofl’ers  you  such  a barg:ain  in  turnip  seed  as 
this.  For  30  cents  we  will  send  you  postpaid  one  ounce  each 
of  Extra  Early  White  E#f{f,  Purple  or  Ucd  Top  Strap  Leaf,  Early 
White  Flat  Dutch,  Purple  or  Kcd  Top  («lol>e.  Yellow  A»r  Amber 
Globe,  Improved  American  Rutabajfa  and  Seven  Top — 7 ounces 
of  Turnips,  all  different,  for  30  cents,  delivered  at  your  post- 
otlh*e.  No  other  varieties  will  he  sold  at  this  price  and  no 
changes  will  be  allowed  in  this  colle<*tion.  If  you  do  not  want  to 
plant  all  this  seed  this  spring,  what  you  hold  over  is  perfectly 
good  for  your  late  summer  and  fall  sowings. 


7 OUNCES,  7 VARIETIES, 
30  CENTS,  POSTPAID 


Ratekin’s  Mixed  Turnips 


of 


own  conhiiiiing  some 
of  ench  variety  of  turnips  .-iiid  rutal);ig;i  catalogued  l)y  us.  This 
mixture  i.s  made  to  suppl.v  the  demand  of  tlie  tliousands  of 
planters  who  wisli  to  make  only  one  sowing  ;ind  at.  the  same 
time  have  a succession  of  turni|)s  to  suiqily  tliem  all  through 
the  season.  Tliis  mixture  contains  all  the  e.-irly,  medium  ami 
late  varieties  and  “salad"  v;irieties  for  "greens.”  i’RICE:  Oz..  5c; 
14  lb.,  ‘20c ; lb.,  00c. 


Secaucus,  New  .Jersey,  .Tan.  ITtli  1014. 

Ratekin's  Seed  House: — I ordered  and  received  m.v  seeds 
from  you  last  year  ami  had  the  liest  luck  and  crops  from  them 
that  I have  ever  grown  and  wish  to  send  to  you  again  this  year, 
but  as  yet  have  not  received  your  catalogue  for  tliis  year.  Please 
mail  one  to  my  address  by  return  mail,  meantime  beg  to  remain 

Yours  truly, 

WILLIAM  REINE. 


Purple  or  Red  Top  Globe  Turnip. 

Our  most  popular  var- 
iety f ir  general  plant- 


Purple  or  Red  Top  Globe 


postpaid 


oz„  oc;  % lb.,  15c;  lb.,  50c 

c U 11  U^tra  earlv  variety.  Perfectly  round,  | 

tiarly  onownall  p„i.e  white,  scdld.  sweet,  with  short  top.  (i 
I’KICE:  Oz.,  5c;  T4  lt>-i  25c;  lb.,  75c,  postpaid. 

r’  IJ  U 11  ^ splendid  yellow  variety;  flue  grained,  ► 

laOlGen  oaii  me<lium  size,  as  round  as  a ball,  with  color  |i' 
of  a deep  orange.  Of  medium  size;  a rapid  grower,  maturing  1 
early  This  is  the  finest  flavored  of  all  the  yellow  varieties  for  l 
table  use.  PRICE:  Oz„  5c;  .’4  b'-.  '20c;  lb.,  60c.  postpaid. 


Purple  Top,  Strap-Leaved  i'geuerta  f’X"rue 

all,  and  more  hirgely  grown  than  any  other  turnip;  will  do  well 
to  sow  eitlier  bro:idcast  or  in  drills,  and  will  form  good  sized 
liulbs  in  seven  or  eight  weeks.  Rather  flat  and  of  medium  size. 
Color,  purple  :ibove  ground,  white  below;  flesh,  white,  fine 
grained  and  tender.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  T4  lb.,  20c;  lb. 
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Ruta  Baga  or  Swede  Turnip,  Imported  Stock 


1 


Are  you  aware  that  Ruta  Bagas,  or 
Swedish  Turnips,  are  among  the 
most  valuable  root  crops? 


AN  EMINENT  .niUiority  on  ngrifulture  never  made  a more 
trntlifnl  statement  tlian  when  he  said:  "As  eonijiared  with  liay 

at  spiO  to  .'?15  per  ton,  I prefer  Itnta  Ihigas  at  .fh  i>er  ton."  An 
average  yield  of  liO  to  dd  tons  to  tlie  arre  is  eonmion. 

If  sown  the  last  of  .Inly  or  the  first  of  August,  they  make 
an  excellent  pasture  for  shee|i  during  the  fall  months,  and  the 
bnlb  or  tnrnip  will  furnish  a rich  food  for  them  all  winter. 
All  kinds  of  stock,  relish  and  fatten  npou  them,  when  fed 
in  combination  witli  hay.  Send  to  .Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
■Washington,  D.  C.,  for  .Special  Tree  Bulletiu  on  Root  Crops. 

CCLTURE:  Rutabaga  seed  should  be  sown  three  or  four 

weeks  earlier  tlian  tliat  of  tlie  talde  varieties  of  turnips.  The 
ground  shouhl  be  enriclied  witii  well  rotted  manure  and  the 
seed  sown  in  drills  two  and  one-half  inches  apart  and  thinned 
out  to  six  or  eight  inches  in  rows.  When  the  roots  have  fully 
matured  and  before  severe  weather  sets  in,  pull,  cut  off  the 
tops,  and  store  them  in  a root  cellar  or  pit. 


Ratekin’s  Improved  American  Rutabaga 

A I’rize  Winner  Ever.v  wiiere. 

Ouf  speci.al  strain  of  Imiu-oved  .American  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired.  It  is  the  liest  and  he.avlest  cropper  of  all  ruta- 
bagas. This  variet.y  h.as  lieen  grown  and  improved  for  .years 
to  meet  the  wants  and  trade'  of  the  most  critical  gardeners. 
It  is  of  fine  form,  witli  a ricli  purple  colored  top  and  yellow 
tlesh  of  very  pleasing  appearance.  Elesli  is  tender  and  sweet 
and  exceptionally  free  from  stringy,  liard  tlesh.  It  has  a com- 
par.atively  small  top,  fine  roots,  and  is  the  surest  and  heaviest 
cropper.  If  you  grow  rnt.abagas  yon  need  our  "Improved 
American.”  PRICE:  Ounce,  .5c;  14  pound,  1.5c;  pound,  50c, 

postpaid. 

Mammoth  White  Russian 


One  of  the  Best  in  Cultivation. 

One  of  the  grandest  sorts.  Grows  very  large  with  single 
tap  root,  small  top,  short  neck.  Strong  constitution ; certain 
cropper.  Will  stand  severest  weatlier.  Produces  a very  heavy 
weight  per  acre.  Keeps  sound  till  late  Spring.  The  best 
Rutabaga  in  cultivation.  PRICE:  X'kt.,  .5c;  oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  15c; 
% lb„  25c;  lb.,  50c. 


Ratekin’s 


American 

Rutabaga 


New  Monarch,  or  Elephant 


This  magnificent 
Rutabaga,  first  of- 
fered in  1007,  is  uniinestiona))ly  one  of  the  most  profitable  of 
_ , ^ . all  Swede  Turnips,  as  well  as  the  hardiest,  heaviest,  best 

Improved  w Kutabaga  shaped  ami  by  far  one  of  the  most  productive,  a yield  of  1,00(1 

bushels  ner  acre  and  over  under  careful  cultivation,  V)eing  of  fre(inent  occairrence.  llnlbs  :iie  some\\h,at  oval  in  shape,  slightl.v 
obiong  and  remain  sound  and  good  indefinitely.  Flesh  is  of  a beautiful  yellow  color,  always  sweet  tern  .nnicy  and  nutritions. 
The  finest  of  ;ill  Swedes,  and  a variety  that  should  be  sown  in  preterence  to  others.  I RUE:  1 Ut.,  oc , oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  „oc; 

V-  11).,  .T5c;  lb.,  GOc. 

I J n 1 T A large  early  sort  of  fine  quality.  Roots  globe-shaped,  skin  purplish  red  above  ground  and 

Improved  purple  lop  yellow  below':  tlesh  yellow;  necks  small.  An  excellent  variety  in  every  way.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c; 
oz.,  10c;  % lb.,  20c;  lb.,  50c. 


Tobacco  Seed 

Tobacco  The  importance  of  this  crop  in  m.anv  sections  makes  the  use  of  the  very  best  seed  an  urgent  necessity.  Not'nntil 
we  found  the'ri"-ht  kind  of  seed,  did  we  offer  it.  We  now  feel  safe  in  stating  that  the  (luality  of  seeil  offered  below  is  ;ibsolntely 
unsurpassed.  Southern  farmers  and  tlieir  tenants  and  einplo.vees  spend  millions  of  dollars  evei.v  year  foi  tobacco  millions  Unit 
go  to  the  Tobacco  Trust.  Why  not  grow  the  suppl.v  on  your  farm  ! 

t.'  L 1 C Best  adapted  to  the  Northern  and  Aliddle  States,  as  it  is  hardier  and  matures  its  crops  earlier  than 
^OrmCCtlCUl  other  varieties.  PRICE:  I'kt.,  5c;  oz.,  25c. 


I 


White  Burley,  Improved 

oz.,  35c;  Yi  lb.,  .^1.00;  per  lb.,  $2.50. 


Grown  for  ns  by  one  of  the  best  growers  in  Kentmd;y.  A greatly  improved  type, 
leaves  are  large,  wide,  porous  and  make  fine  plug  filler  and  wrai>pers.  PRICE:  Pkg.. 


The 

lOi-; 


HOLT’S  MAMMOTH  SAG'S,.— (Average  size  leaf, ^ 


C Sow  in  rich  ground  and  thin  out  the  plants  to  st.and  1C  inches  apart. 

Oage  T'sed  for  fi.avorings  a'lid  dressings.  PRICE:  Pkl.,  5c;  oz.,  15c;  Yi  lb., 

. 40c;  lb.,  $1.50. 

j|  Mammoth  Russian  Sunflower  .Tnd^^hr'awrfTge’  y^eid""i^  "bio 

I bushels  to  the  acre.  I’KICE:  Oz..  5c;  V.  lb..  15cj  lb.,  25c;  3 lbs.,  70c,  post|)aid. 

There  is  absolutely  no  w:iste  of  the  crop.  Every  portion  can  be  utilized. 

I The  seed  is  eagerly  eaten  by  fowls,  and  they  lay  more  eggs  than  on  any  othei- 
[ food.  I plant  in  hills  the  same  ;ts  corn  (only  three  seeds  to  the  hill),  and  culti- 
vate the  same  as  corn.  I cut  them  when  the  leader,  or  top  tlower,  is  seeding. 
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Special  Rates  on  Seeds  in  Packets 

THIS  OFFER  IS  BY  MAIE,  POSTAGE  PAID  BY  US.  TO  ANY  POSTOFFICE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

For  remittance  of  SI  you  may  select  seeds,  in  packets  only,  valued  at  $1.25 

For  remittance  of  .$2  you  may  select  seeds,  in  packets  only,  valued  at  2.60 

For  remittance  of  ,$3  you  may  select  seeds,  in  packets  only,  valued  at  3.9O 

For  remittance  of  $4  you  ma.v  select  seeds,  in  packets  only,  valued  at  5.20 

For  remittance  of  $5  you  may  select  seeds,  in  packets  only,  valued  at  > . 6..50 

SPECIAL  COLLECTION  OF  VEGETABLE  SEEDS 

The  collections  as  offered  do  not  admit  aiteration,  because  they  are  put  up  all  re>idy  to  ship  in  advance  of  the  busy  season, 
thus  enabling  us  to  offer  them  at  much  less  than  tlie  varieties  would  cost  separately. 

^ Wardwell’s  AVax  Bean.  1 Packet  Cucumber,  Emerald.  1 Packet  Pepper,  Sweet  Mountain. 

VdUHCUUUll  j Packet  Pole  Eima  Bean.  1 Packet  Lettuce,  Hanson.  1 Packet  Pumpkin,  Sugar. 

A1  Packet  Beet,  Half  Long  Blood.  1 Packet  Lettuce,  Prize  Head.  1 Packet  Radish,  Icicie. 

1 Packet  Beet,  Eclipse.  1 Packet  Muskmelon,  Rocky  Ford.  1 Packet  Radish.  Early  Scarlet  Globe. 

1 Packet  Cabbage,  Early  .Jersey  AVake-1  Packet  Muskmelon,  .Jenny  Lind.  1 Packet  .Salsify,  or  Vegetable  Oyster. 

.36  Packets  field.  I Packet  AVatermelon,  Ice  Cream.  1 Packet  .S'pinacii,  Victoria, 

of  Choice  1 Packet  Cabbage,  Premium  Flat  Dutch.  1 Packet  AA'atermelon,  Dixie.  1 Packet  Squash,  Mammoth  Crook- 

Vegetables.  1 Packet  Cauliliower.  1 Packet  Onion,  Yellow  Globe  Danvers,  neck. 

A Complete  1 Packet  Carrot,  Danvers.  1 Pa<ket  Onion,  Prize  Taker.  1 Packet  Squash,  Hubbard. 

Vegetable  1 Packet  Celery,  AVbite  Plume.  1 Packet  Parsley,  Moss  Curled.  1 Packet  Tomato,  Magi  Queen. 

Garden  for  1 Packet  Corn,  Mammoth  AVhite  Cory.  1 Packet  Parsnip,  Hollow  Crown.  1 Packet  Turnip,  Purple  Top  AAMiite 

$tm  1 Packet  Corn,  AATiite  Evergreen.  1 Packet  Peas,  Nott’s  Excelsior.  Globe. 

1 v V 1 Packet  Cucumber,  Arlington  AViiite  I Packet  Peas,  Champion  of  England.  1 Packet  Turnip.  Yellow  Globe. 

“ ““  Spine. 

COLLECTION  B — 17  Packets  Choice  Vegetable  Seed.  Postpaid  50  Cents 

Davis  Wax  Bean,  Charleston  C.abbage.  Danvers  Carrot,  Giant  Pascal  Ceiery,  Metropolitan  Corn,  Early  Cluster  Cucumber,  Denver 
Market  Lettuce,  Osage  Muskmelon,  Pordhook  Early  Watermelon,  Yellow  Glolie  Danvers  Onion,  Hollow  (’rown  Parsnip,  French  Break-' 
fast  Radish,  Dwarf  Telephoue  Pea,  Spark's  E.-irli.-ina  Tomato,  Sibley  Siiuash,  White  Egg  Turuip. 


Flower  Seed  Collections 


From  early  childhood  w-e  have  been  passionately  fond  of  flowers.  The  summer  days  were  altvays  spent  in  our  home  garden. 
Great  beds  of  Phlox,  Pansies,  A'erbeuas,  Portulaca,  Sweet  Wllliaiiis,  Four-o'clocks.  Candytuft,  Balsam,  etc.,  were  our  daily  de- 
light. Our  boyhood  was  spent  in  the  garden  (our  father  being  a gardener  and  truck  grower),  our  young  manhood  found  us 
there;  indeed,  there  is  no  place  we  feel  so  coimdetely  at  home  as  when  surrounded  with  plants  and  flowers.  We  have  for  long 
years  tested  every  flower  obtainable,  ami  our  list  is  full  of  choice  sorts — and  we  pride  ourselves  that  no  flower  seed  offered  in 
America  have  a higher  reputation  among  gardeners  and  all  lovers  of  beautiful  blossoms  than  our  Choice  Northern  grown,  sure 
lo  grow.  Flower  Seeds. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  failures  in  the  flower  and  vegetable  garden  occur  from  improper  sowing  and  treatment.  We  want 
everybody  Inlying  our  seed  to  have  success  with  them,  and  we  urge  upon  them  to  carefully  read  and  study  the  culture  of 
flowers. 

SOIL — Prepare  this  carefully;  have  it  smooth,  fine,  mellow  and  well  enriched.  It  is  well  to  choose  a sunny  location  south 
of  the  house;  make  your  seed  bed  even  l>y  means  of  a smooth  board.  Do  not  sow  on  wet,  cold  soil — have  it  warm  and  mellow. 
Put  a little  stick  at  each  end  of  each  row,  so  as  to  mark  it,  ami  pull  all  the  weeds  that  appear  between  the  rows  the  first  day 
they  cat!  lie  seen.  When  jilanls  are  large  enough,  remove  same  where  you  want  them  to  remain,  and  they  will  reward  you  with 
flowers  .all  stiiumer  and  gladden  your  heart. 

A MAGNIFICENT  FLOWER  GARDEN  FOR  $1.00 

,$l.l)(l.  This  collection  contains  the  cream  of  alt  flower  seeds  and  cannot  be  broken.  It's  what  you  will  need  if  you  want  a great 


garden  of  <dioice  flowers. 

I.  Abronia. 

J.  Auchusa. 

Ageratnm. 

4.  Alyssum. 

A ma  ran  thus. 

I).  Antirrhinum. 

7.  Asters,  early. 

».  Asters,  late. 


ii.  Balsam. 

1(1.  Celosia. 

II.  Calliopsis. 

1-’.  Candytuft. 

i:;.  Canterbury  Bell. 
14.  Chrysanthemum. 
1.7.  Centaurea. 

III.  Cosmos. 


17.  Dianthus. 

IS.  Eschscholtzia. 

10.  Forget-Me-Not. 

20.  Gaillardia. 

21.  Gypsophyla. 

22.  Ilelischrysum. 

23.  Hollyhock  .Annual. 

24.  Linum. 


27.  Lupinus. 

26.  Marigold. 

27.  Mignonette. 

28.  Nasturtium. 

29.  Nigella. 

30.  Pansy. 

31.  I’hlo.x. 

.32.  Poppy. 


33.  Portulaca. 

34.  Ricinus. 

35.  Stock. 

.30.  Sweet  Peas. 

37.  Scabiosa. 

38.  Verbena. 

.30.  Vinca. 

40.  Zinnia. 


Above  40  Brilliant  Annuals  Only  $1.00,  Postpaid  ''eSarminr  cXl^n'of  ^H-ty  ^'diffem,t  “ruffauL 

beautiful,  free  flowering  ;innnals.  They  surely  will  bear  ljushels  of  flowers  during  a summer. 


r ACTS. 

^ I* I 1.  Astt 

^ Vf  2.  Ball 


These  nineteen  packages,  brilliant  varieties,  50c  postpaid. 


1.  Asters. 
Balsam. 
Bai'lonia. 


4.  Candytufl.  7.  Diantlius.  10.  Gypsophyla. 

7.  Celosia.  8.  Eschsclioltzia.il.  Larkspur. 

6.  Cosmos.  9.  Four  o'clock.  12.  Lobelia. 


13.  Marigold. 

14.  Mignonette. 

15.  Pansy. 


16.  Petunia. 

17.  Phlox. 

18.  I’oppy. 


19.  Zinnia. 

All  for  50c 


Climbing  Flower  Collection 

Hardy,  annual,  rapid-growing  climbers, 

— Balloon  Vine,  Canary  Bird  A’ine,  Cy- 
press Vine,  Humulus,  A'ariegated;  Doli- 
chos,  Ilyaclntli  Bean;  Morning  Glory. 

Six  Packages  for  25c.  I’ostpaid. 

Sweet  Scented  Flower 
Collection 

Charming,  hardy,  garden  flowers  easily 
grown  from  seed,  which  will  fill  the  air 
with  their  sweet  fragrance — Alyssum. 

Ocean  Spray;  Carnation,  Giant,  Marguer- 
ite .Mixed;  Matthiola,  Eve,ning  Scented 
Stocks;  Stocks.  Large  Flowering  Mixed; 

Sweet  Williams,  Mixed;  Mignonette,  Snow 
(dueen ; Heliotrope,  Mammoth,  Alixed ; 

Sweet  Sultan.  .Mixed;  Candytuft,  Fra- 
grant; Sweet  Peas,  Cupid,  IMixed. 

Ten  Pac'kages  l'»»r  25c,  Postpaid. 

Perennial  Flower  Collection 

This  collection  is  composed  of  I he  fol- 
lowing old  fashioned,  hardy  flowers: 

Aquilegia.  Mixed;  (■'ampannla.  Cup  ahd 
Saucer;  t'arnation  Alarguerite ; Coreopsis; 

Daisies,  Mixed;  Delphinium.  Mixed;  For- 
get-Me-Not,  Palustris;  Gaillardia,  Gran- 
diflora;  Poppy.  Oriental,  .Mixed;  Sweet 
Williams.  Mixed. 

Tell  Packages  for  30e,  Postpaid. 

Prices  named  on  collections  are  net;  without  premiums  or  discounts. 


For  25  Cents 

Here  is  .a  fine  complete  Flower 
Garden  Uolleetion : It  is  composed 

of  one  jiackage  each  of  tlie  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Acrocliniiim. 

2.  Ageratnm. 

.3.  Calliopsis. 

4.  Morning  Glory. 

5.  Feverfew,  White. 

6.  Nasturtium. 

7.  Sweet  Peas. 

8.  Pansy. 

9.  Petunia. 

10.  Poppy,  Sliirley. 

In  all  ten  packages,  for  only  25 
eenls,  postpaid.  A pleased  lad.V 
wrote  us:  "The  25c  Flower  Seed 

Collection  gave  me  three  bushel 
baskets  full  of  blossoms  during 
last  year.” 

These  ten  packages  are  beauties 
and  will  please  you. 

Postpaid  for  26o. 


The  Bon  Ton 
Collection 

Postpaid,  75e. 

Composed  only  of  the  very  choic- 
est. finest,  rarest  mixtures  of  their 
kind. 

Pkg. 

I .Asters,  Ratekiu’s  Giant  Branch- 
ing, Mixed. 

1 Balsam,  The  King. 

1 Carnation,  Perpetual. 

I Celosia,  Prize  Winuer, 

1 Dimorphoteca. 

1 Miguouette,  Victoria. 

1 Perpetual  Nasturtium,  Dwarf 
Mixed. 

1 Petunia,  Ruffled  Giants. 

1 Pansy,  Mam.  Butterfly. 

I Phlox,  Fireball. 

1 Salvia,  Fireliall. 

I Sweet  Peas,  Grand  Orchid,  Mixed. 
1 A’erbena,  Mammoth,  Mixed. 

A total  value  of  $1.85,  which  will 
lie  sent 

Posipuid  for  but  75e. 
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Ratekin’s  Choice  Red  River  Grown  Seed  Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Cl’I/n  KK.  I'so  S to  10  luislicis  of  sci'il  |iol;ilcH‘s  |)or  im  to.  i'iiI  to  two  oyps.  ri;m1  in  rows  ;i  feol.  .■ipni’l,  oiiil 
(lro|i  10  to  IJ  irii-lies  .i|iMrl  in  nnv.  ( 'iiltivnlL'  oouslnnlly  nnd  tlioronglily.  Uiilging  witli  loose  soil  is  often  iirnct iceil, 
lint  it  is  not  .-ilwnys  neocssni-y . Store  in  frost-proof  eelhir  or  [lit  in  wintei-.  I’otatoes  are  plnntpil  liotli  early  anil  late, 
n j.  1 • » C J potatoes  wo  send  oitl  are  seed  iiotatoes  In  every  sense 

IvateKin  S ijeeu  rotaioes  wnai  iney  Heit  tlie  wonl  seed  sliottUl  imiil.v.  'J’liey  are  tint  utily  the  liesi  we 

can  supply,  Ipil  we  try  to  have  tlieni  t lie  best  to  be  bad  from  tiny  sottree  at  any  iirieo.  To  that  end  they  will  be  btitid  sorted, 
seleeted  stoeb  siteli  as  anyone  will  be  |irotnl  to  platit. 

/-V  Dll.  /"I • i.l-_  ST-—  tbir  stock  is  growtt  exeltisively  in  the  Kod  lliver  \’alle.v,  North 

Our  Potatoes  are  Orown  lU  tne  Jrar  INorth  Dakota  ami  .Mimiesota.  "Ued  niver”  stock  always  eoinnianils  a 

lireuiiitm  over  iiotatoes  proilnced  elsewhere.  No  seed  )iotatoes  can  be  compared  with  those  produced  In  the  North,  either  for 
vigor  and  freedom  from  disease,  or  for  producing  atid  long  kee]iing  qualities. 

Otir  seed  imtatoes  are  grown  for  ns  tinder  contract,  especially  for  seed  pnrposes.  We  personally  instruct  our  growers 

as  to  the  best  metlimls  of  ettUivation  and  harvesting  and  ottr  own  men  superintend  loading  of  cars. 

Otir  seed  is  clean,  healthy  and  free  from  scali;  and  in  order  that  the  product  may  be  eiittally  so,  we  urge  our  customers 
to  treat  the  seed  Ihe.v  plant  with  Formaldehyde,  as  the  soil  may  lie  infected. 

There  is  profit'  as  well  as  satisfaction  in  planting  our  seed,  for,  tint  only  is  it  ptire,  httt  the  additiotuil  yield  to  lie  secured 
from  it  change  of  seed  will  every  time  pay  for  the  seed  itself  many  times  over,  so  that  the  invesrment  itself  is  profit  instead 
of  expense.  Think  of  oiJ0,  oOO,  -±00,  500,  and  even  000  bushels  per  acre  and  then  compare  it  with  the  average  yield  of  potatoes 
from  home  grown  sorts. 

riafia  i-kf  i^l'>l>  onr  seed  iiotatoes  in  the  spring  as  soon  as  danger  of  freezing  is  over,  so  they  will  arrive 

LfaZG  or  Onipmeill  p,  plenty  of  time  for  planting.  All  orders  for  potatoes  are  acknowledged  as  soon  as  received  and 
forwarded  the  first  day  that  we  feel  that  it  is  safe  to  start  them.  When  shipment  is  ordered  otherwise,  shipment  is  made  at 
purcliaser’s  risk  and  we  assume  no  responsibility  on  account  of  freezing.  We  do  not  charge  for  bags,  boxes  or  barrels.  All 
potatoes  are  carefully  packed  and  delivered  to  the  railroad  company  in  good  order  and  condition,  then  our  responsildlity  ceases. 

If  you  are  not  rvady  to  order  your  seeds  now  write  us  how  many  to  reserve  for  you,  making  remittance  to  cover  half 
your  order;  then  when  they  can  be  shipped  safely  without  danger  of  freezing,  send  balance,,  and  seed  will  be  sent  promptly  and 
at  once. 


Eureka  Extra 
Early  Potato 

The  Favorite  Extra  Early 

None  More  Quick  to  Mature 
More  Proof  .Vgaiiist  Drought  and  Blight 
So  I'ree  from  Second  Growth 

As  to  its  origin  and  history,  the  orig- 
inator says  of  it:  "Fureka  Extra  Early 
was  a chance  lull  found  growing  in  a 
field  of  Early  Morn  potatoes,  season  of 
1805.  In  looking  over  the  field  a single 
plant  was  noticed  distinct  from  the  rest, 
which  died  while  the  others  were  still 
green. 

“It  has  never  failed  to  produce  a large 
crop  of  extra  early  potatoes.  The  plant  is 
dwarf  and  compact,  maturing  in  advance 
of  the  Early  Rose  and  I'l-eeman.  It  never 
has  had  the  blight.  The  tubers  are  round, 
slightly  flattened.  White  Skin,  free  from 
disease.  Flesh,  white  and  meal.v;  no  cores 
or  black  specks.  Quality  unsurpassed. 

“One  point  alone  which  makes  it  valu- 
able is  that  it  has  never  taken  second 
growth,  and  resists  drought  better  than 
any  other  potato  I have  ever  grown.  North, 
South,  East  and  West,  Eureka  the  past 
summer  came  off  with  flying  colors.  I 
again  advise  early  orders,  for  while  my 
stoidi  is  large,  the  demand  for  Eureka  is 
simply  astonishing.  PRICE;  Per  lb.,  kUc; 
k lbs.,  T5c,  postpaid.  By  express  or  freigid  : 
Per  peck.,  75c;  per  Im..  8“.-J5;  5 bn.  or  over, 
•V'i.uo  per  I III. 


EurekKai 


Bliss’  Red  Triumph 

A Great  Leader  in  the  South 

Extremely  prolific  and  a full  week  in  advance  of  Early  Rose, 
('(dor,  a beautiful  light  red.  Size,  niedinni.  (irowth,  very  niiiforin. 
Shape,  nearly  round.  The  flesh  is  white:  very  meal.v  when  conked. 
This  polalo  is  in  exceedingly  high  favor  with  Southern  market  garden- 
ers and  I nickers,  and  is  shipped  to  the  Northern  markets  in  ciiorinons 
quantities  in  the  earl,\-  spring.  It  grows  well  at  the  North.  'I'hc 
eyes  are  slighlly  depressed  and  the  skin  is  smooth.  Its  beauty,  good 
quality,  extreme  earliness  and  great  productiveness  make  it  very 
profltahle.  PRICE:  Postpaid,  1 Ih.,  Hoc;  .‘1  Ihs.,  (iOc.  By  freight  or 
express,  pnridiaser's  expense:  Peck,  GOc;  bn.,  ^l.Ot);  ‘l  bu„  81.75; 
5 bn.  or  more,  81. (lU  per  bu. 

WE  W.ANT  EVERY  ONE  OF  OUR  FARMER  ERIENDS,  AND 
TII.VT  .ME.VNS  .AEL  WHO  RECEIVE  THIS  BOOK,  TO  PL.VNT 
.SOME  OF  OUK  E.NTK.V  E.ARLY  EUREKA  I’OT.VTOES  THIS  YEAR. 

See  I’arcel  Post  and  Express  Rate  on  page  No.  1 Freight  rate 

page 
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Ratekin’s 

Extra  Early  Ohio  Potatoes 


Seed  Potatoes 


PKICKS  on  potatoes  frequently 
change  as  the  market  advances  or  de- 
clines. If  you  want  a quantity,  write 
us  for  special  quotation. 


Our  Own  Special  Stock. 


We  consider  these  to  he  the  earliest, 
purest  and  altogether  the  liaudsoraest 
stock  of  Earlj’  Ohio  Potatoes  to  be 
found  anywhere.  On  these  points  we 
challenge  comparison  with  stock  from 
any  other  source.  We  do  not  admit 
that  its  equal  exists  among-  Early  Ohio 
I’otatoes.  They  are  grown  under  con- 
ditions that  make  tliein  cost  more  than 
common  stock.  They  are  selected  with 
the  utmost  care  and  the  result  is  such 
as  to  delight  everyone  who  knows  and 
appreciates  a good  potato. 

The  Early  Ohio  Potato  is  so  well  and 
generally  known  as  to  require  no  ex- 
tended description.  We  believe  it  to  be 
more  popular  than  any  otlier  variety, 
which  fact  is  evidenced  liy  the  very 
large  demand  we  have  for  it.  Our 
sales  on  this  sort  are  many  hundreds 
of  bushels  in  excess  of  the  quantity  Fancy  Xorthern  Grown  Extra  Early  Ohio.  (Grown  in  Red  River  Valley), 

sold  of  any  other  one  kiml.  They  can  be  depended  upon  so  uniformly  to  give  a good  yield  under  most  all  conditions  and  .-ill  soils 
and  produce  a tuber  of  an  ideal  size  for  early  market  use. 

Notwithstanding  its  earliuess,  this  potato  keeps  well.  f)ur  stock  in  the  sin-ing  is  as  sound  as  a dollar. 

The  accompanying  picture  of  Extra  Early  Ohio  Potatoes  in  the  illustration  represents  the  stock  we  send  out.  smooth,  uni- 
form and  of  line,  typical  shape.  This  potato  is  characterized  l>y  pink  skin,  shallow  eyes,  blunt  ends  and  a slightly  pel)bled  appear- 
ance, peculiar  only  to  this  variety. 

In  anticipation  of  the  usu:il  heavy  demand  we  have  now  in  stock  a very  fine  and  liberal  stock  of  tliese  excellent  potatoes. 

PRICE:  Based  on  placing  potatoes  in  liags.  we  (luote.  sfbject  to  market  changes:  1 bu.,  .$1.00;  5 bu.  and  over, 


POUND  PRICES:  Ail  varieties,  Aoc 


lb.;  ."  lbs.,  fide,  postpaid,  except  when  other- 
wise noted. 


Early  Rose  Potatoes 
“THE  PURE  QUILL” 

An  Old  Standard  Favorite  Sort 

Every  farmer  and  gardener  knows  the 
Early  Rose  potato,  and  nothing  need  be 
said  in  its  favor.  It  has  no  faults,  ex- 
cept that  ill  treatment  and  neglect 
sometimes  cause  a poor  or  weak  strain 
to  be  put  on  the  market  under  the 
name  of  Early  Itose  seed  potatoes.  1 
liave  been  at  great  pains,  therefore,  to 
get  a true,  strong  strain  of  Early  Rose 
grown  in  the  far  North,  for  mj’  stock, 
and  I can  offer  it  as  tlie  purest  and  liest 
that  can  be  had.  Indeed  it  is  tlie  old 
Early  Rose  itself,  as  vigorous  and  |)fo- 
ductive  as  ever,  hiarly  Rose  will  never 
go  out  of  fashion  as  long  as  the  orig- 
inal stock  can  he  olttained.  PRICE: 
I*ound,  2.5c;  3 ll>s.,  fide,  postpaid.  By 
express  or  freight,  i^ot  prepaid,  1 pk., 
.5dc;  Vj  bu.,  dde;  bu..  $].,5(1;  5 bu.,  .'id. Id 
per  bu. 


Earl.v  Rose  Potato. 


IvicK  t'arly  variety  maturing  only  a few  days  later  tlian  Early  Ti-iuinph.  Gold)Iers  are  preferred,  how- 

lilSn  V/OODier  ever,  to  tlie  Triumpli  on  account  of  their  color,  which  is  a cream  wliite.  The  tuliers  are  round  and  uniform 
in  size  and  sliape.  Tlie  eyes  are  strou.g  and  well  developed  and  slightly  indented.  'I’lie  iiesh  is  white  and  of  fine  quality  and  flavor. 
I’RICE:  % bu.,  5dc;  1 busliel.  .'j;i..50:  .5  bushels  and  over,  Ifl.Id. 

Riii-Kanlf  ■'  >'T.\Nn.\Rl>  E.\TE  V.VRIETY.  Continues  in  good  demand  and  is  more  largely  used  than  any  other.  It  is  of 
DUrDallK  good  size,  of  fine  form  and  an  excellent  yiebler.  The  flesh  is  white,  very  nieal.v  and  of  fine  flavor  and  quality.  The 
best  potato  for  baking.  'Phis  variety  is  well  adapted  to  heavy  soils.  PRICE:  By  freight,  H bu.,  .50c ; bu.,  Ifl-od;  5 bu.,  at  .fl.IO; 
by  mail,  Idd  eyes,  postpaid,  ,'?1.00. 


M ^ Tliere  is  nothing  sold  from  seed  catalogues  in  which  so  much  humbuggery  is  exercised  as  in  The 

new  V • / V arieiies  item  of  seed  potatoes.  During  . the  past  few  years  hundreds  of  alleged  new  varieties  have  been 
introduced  and  sold  at  high  prices,  and  yet  there  are  not  to  exceed  ten  or  twelve  standards  and  well  known  sorts  today. 

DATE  OF  SIIIP.MENT — Potatoes  will  be  shipped  at  any  date  ordered  at  piireliaser’s  risk,  but  where  no  special  instructions 
are  given  to  tlie  contrary,  we  will  hold  same  until  in  our  judgment  there  will  he  a minimum  danger  from  freezing.  Of  the  many 
varieties  that  claim  public  favor,  we  liave  selected  the  best  in  cultivation. 


Seed  Potato  Eyes  by 


Tli#»  Rf>cf  Wa-U-  Plantintr  There  are  many  people  living  in  cities  or  towns  who  have  a small 

1 nc  DeSI  way  lO  oecure  uianiing  occu  garden  and  would  like  to  devote  a portion  of  it  to  potatoes,  but  do 
not  feel  like  jiaying  tlie  freight  or  express  charges  on  a small  quantity  of  seed. 

By  careful  selection  we  take  the  very  best  potatoes,  from  which  the  eyes  are  cut.  These  are  prepared  lu  such  a way  that 
they  will  keep  iu  good  couditiou  for  a coiisideralile  length  of  time. 

It  has  lieeu  comlusively  proven  that  potatoes  cut  to  single  eves  give  the  largest  yield  and  best  results  generally. 

PRICE  OF  POT.ATO  EYE.S,  POSTP.YID:  Per  CO,  COc;  I’er  100,  ,$1.00;  per  250,  .'j!2.25;  per  1.000,  .118.00. 

With  careful  culture  sixty  eyes  produce  four  to  five  bushels;  200  eyes  fifteen  to  tweuty  bushels. 

Soiafl  Pp5p#»c  Owiug  to  the  fluctuating  market  and  the  impossibility  of  accurately  estimating  future  values  at 

vjceu  1 ULclLU  1 riCch  time  of  going  to  press  with  tliis  catalogue,  all  prices  are  sub.iect  to  market  changes.  Those 

who  do  not  care  to  order  seed  potatoes  until  later  should  send  for  latest  I’rice  1, 1st  before  ordering.  These  lists  are  issued  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  season.  Those  wishing  to  buy  iu  large  (juantities  should  write  for  special  prices,  stating  varieties 
and  number  of  bushels  wanted. 
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Ratekin’s 
New  Majestic 

RATKKIN’S  GrOilt  M:i.iestir  \v:is  fiist 
offered  to  the  publii-  in  Ihln,  siiu’e  which 
time  I hnve  received  liundre(is  of  rei'orts 
of  field  crops  riiiiiiiiijf  up  to  5(JU  liuslicls 
per  acre.  On  account  of  its  eaidincss 
it  is  not  affecte(i  liy  the  usuai  uddsnin- 
luer  droughts,  wldle  in  keeping  ([ualitics 
it  is  unsurpassed  by  any  variety  nndci- 
cuitivation.  Tlie  iilustration  does  not 
in  any  way  exaggerate  its  handsome 
appearance.  It  produces  an  nnnsnally 
large  proportion  of  mercliantahle  tuli- 
ers.  The  potatoes  grow  (dosely  in  tlie 
hiil,  and  are  large  and  nearly  uniform 
size.  It  stands  alone:  The  Great  .Ma,ies- 
tie  all  purpose  potato. 

IVe  wish  we  had  space  to  tell  .von 
all  we  know  almut  tins  wonderful  L.arge 
K.irly  I’otato. 

It  stands  to  oilier  potatoes  as  rich 
.Tersey  cream  does  to  skimmed  milk.  As 
early  as  the  earliest,  and  Is  lietter  than 
the  liest.  PKICK:  I’eck,  (iUc ; u.  |,u.. 

1 bu.,  ¥l.bU;  5 hu..  .fl.T5  per  Im. 


Katekin’s  New  .Majestic. 


^ ■ '^1 


Carman  No.  a Potato. 


Carman  No.  3 

The  Best  Main  Crop  Potato. 

The  fame  of  this  potato  aliroad  in 
the  land,  and  it  is  uiniuestionabl.v  the 
ver,v  best  main  crop  late  potato  on  the 
market.  All  tlie  (’arnian  seedlings 
(originated  liy  Mr.  Elbert  S.  Carman, 
late  editor  of  the  Ilural  New  Yorker) 
have  proven  popular:  but  the  Carman 
No.  o is  alrcad.v  rivaling  in  popularity 
tlie  Burbank,  and  is  undoubtedly  a 
much  better  piotato.  tVithout  any  ex- 
ception whatever  It  is  the  GKE.VTESX 
YIEEBING  POT.VTO  ever  introduced, 
and  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that  it 
does  not  yield  an.v  small  tuliers  at  all. 
The  tubers  are  borne  very  close  to  the 
plant,  a single  turn  of  the  fork  turning 
out  every  rmtato.  It  is  of  large  size  and 
of  the  shapeliest  form.  Eyes  are  few 
and  shallow.  It  is  a perfect  keeper  and 
is  not  surpassed  as  a lalde  variety.  Skin 
and  flesh  of  extreme  whiteness.  It  has 
no  hollow  hearts  or  an.v  dark  parts. 
We  recommend  this  potato  to  our  cus- 
tomers as  being-  umiualifiedly  THE 
BEST  of  all  late  sorts.  PRICE:  I’eck, 
50e;  bu.,  SOc;  bu.,  5 bu.,  $1.-10 

per  bu. 

There  is  no  other  crop  in  tlie  world 
that  responds  to  a change,  or  to  new 
varieties  more  readily,  if  so  profitably, 
as  a change  in  your  seed  potato.  There 
is  no  other  crop  tliat  runs  out  so 
quickly,  except  possibly  oals,  as  do  po- 
tatoes. 


Rural  New  Yorker 

O Cue  of  the  largest 

“ .yielding  varieties  in 

existeuee.  Large  aud  uuusually 
smooth,  with  few  aud  sliallow 

eyes,  skin  wliite  as  is  also  th(> 
flesh.  wliich  is  of  superior 

(|Uality.  Medium  late  ami  the 
best  drought  resister.  There  is 
no  other  potato  of  more  hainl- 
some  a piiearanee  than  the  Kura  I 
New  1'orker.  .\lthongh  it  is  a 
large  yielder  it  grows  hnl  few 
;ind  small  vines.  It  is  very 
liardy  and  will  stand  (lie  heaviest 
inannring  witliont  getting-  seahliy 
or  spotted.  PRICK:  y,  Bn.,  ."Oe : 
lin.,  $1.c0;  d hn,.  .$1.10  [ler  Inishel. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh 

One  of  Mr.  Carni.-in’s  latest  and 
liest  introductions — a seedling  of 
tlie  Itnral  New  Yorker  No.  u’.  Sir 
Walter  Kaleigh  resembles  the 
Itnral  in  sliape,  iuit  is  a little 
more  huff  in  color.  PRICE: 
I’eek.  .oOc : half  hnshel,  .SOc:  1 

linsliel,  $l.dO:  .1  hnsliels  and  over, 
•SI  .40. 


Rural  New  V orUer  No. 
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RATEKIN’S 

SEED  CORN 


To  the  Farmers  and  CormGrowers,  Everywhere: 


It  will  pay  you  to  read  this  Seed  Book  through  carefully  from  cover  to  cover  whether  you  are 
one  of  our  customers  or  not.  I especially  want  every  one  who  plows  and  plants  farm  seeds  of  any 
kind  to  read  the  farm  seed  department,  also  want  the  housewife  and  ladies  to  look  over  the  vegetable 
and  flower  Seeds  we  have  to  offer  them. 

In  this  book  we  have  tried  to  give  you  honest  descriptions  both  by  photographic  illustrations  i 
and  with  pen,  interspersed  from  a practical  experience  of  over  fifty  years  on  a farm.  Besides  the  ex- 
periences of  more  than  a hundred  thousand  farmers  and  truck  growers  who  have  purchased  their  seeds  I 
from  us  during  the  past  thirty-one  years  that  we  have  been  in  the  Seed  business.  During  this  latter 
period  we  have  sold  and  sent  seeds  to  more  than  a million  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  to  many  of  the  foreign  countries,  and  have  pleased  customers  at  nearly  every  town,  city,  hamlet 
and  post-office  in  this  Union. 

SEED  CORN  was  the  first  specialty  taken  up  by  us,  almost  forty  years  ago,  but  later  we  took 
on  all  kinds  of  farm,  vegetable  and  other  kinds  of  seeds  planted  or  grown — meantime  our  Seed  Corn 
trade  increased  from  year  to  year  until  the  past  twelve  or  fifteen  years  we  have  been  noted  as  the  old- 
est and  largest  Seed  Corn  Growers  in  the  United  States  or  in  the  World,  and  now,  not  only,  make  ship- 
ments direct  to  farmers  and  planters  in  every  state  in  the  Union,  but  in  addition  do  an  extensive  whole- 
sale business  in  this  line,  suppljpng  a very  large  number  of  Seed  Houses  and  dealers  of  the  country  with 
their  Seed  Corn,  in  different  varieties. 

The  varieties  of  Corn  offered  and  described  in  this  book  are  all  pure  stock,  thoroughbred  and  ] 
have  been  thoroughly  tested  as  well  as  having  years  of  careful  selection  and  breeding  back  of  them,  ,|| 
demonstrating  their  superiority  over  other  “good  kinds.’’ 

It  is  true  there  are  some  varieties  of  Corn  that  are  exceptionally  suited  to  some  localities  that 
are  not  adapted  to  other  latitudes,  climate,  seasons  and  soil,  but  in  our  experience  and  experiences  | 
given  us  by  our  customers,  all  practical  farmers  and  corn  growers  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  we  i 
are  in  position  to  often  help  our  customers  in  making  selection  suitable  to  their  latitude,  climate  and  1 1 
soil,  also  for  purposes  intended,  whether  for  a grain  crop,  fodder,  forage  or  ensilage  purposes,  and  it  is 
always  a pleasure  to  us  to  do  this  when  requested.  No  one  appreciates  the  value  of  good  seeds  more  ' 
than  we  do.  Good  Seeds,  suitably  adapted,  make  good  crops,  and  good  results  therefrom  make  pleased  ' 
and  permanent  customers  and  those  are  the  kind  we  strive  to  obtain  and  hold.  Thus  it  is  even  more  to 
our  advantage  to  send  out  nothing  but  the  very  best  that  can  be  produced  than  it  is  to  our  customers.  i 
Therefore  when  in  doubt  about  varieties  of  seed  corn  or  any  other  Seeds  we  vdll  be  more  than  pleased  i 
for  you  to  write  us.  We  will  be  glad  to  answer  your  questions  and  to  give  you  any  further  informa-  i 
tion  we  can. 

Very  truly  yours. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE, 


For  Parcel  Post,  Express  and  Freight  Rates  see  pages  No.  1 and  2. 
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11/  A I J SHENANDOAH  is  loc'citcd  in 

Where  We  Are  Located  southwestern  lowa,  twenty 
miles  east  Iroin  the  Nebraska  state  line,  and  the  same  distance 
north  from  the  Missouri  line,  in  the  rich,  fertile  valley  of  the 
Nishnabotna  River,  which  is  noted  as  the  greatest  corn  growing 
district  in  the  world,  and  where  corn  attains  its  greatest  perfec- 
tion. This  is  no  idle  boast.  The  claim  is  not  only  established 
but  conceded  by  all  who  have  ever  made  a trip  down  this  beauti- 
ful valley — the  Egypt  of  America.  Bayard  Taylor,  (he  famous 
poet,  author,  journalist  and  traveler,  crossed  this  part  of  the 
country  years  ago,  before  Shenandoah  existed  and  when  this 
part  of  Iowa  was  unbroken  and  almost  uninhabited.  At  that  time 
Mr.  Taylor  gazed  across  the  valley  of  the  Nishnabotna  and  de- 
clared the  landscape  the  most  beautiful  his  eyes  ever  beheld.  He 
called  it  the  garden  si)ot  of  the  world.  The  rich  soil  extends 
four,  six  and  eight  feet  in  depth,  full  of  life-giving  qualities  that 
make  the  monster  ci’ops  it  grows. 

SHENANDOAH  is  located  485  miles  due  west  of  Chicago, 
on  the  Chicago.  Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad,  miles  north- 
west of  St.  Louis  and  fifty  miles  southeast  of  Omaha  and  Council 
Bluffs  on  the  main  line  of  the  Wabash  Railroad,  and  162  miles 
north  of  Kansas  City  and  100  miles  from  St.  -Joseph,  being  also 
the  terminus  of  the  Keokuk  and  Western  Railroads:  thus  we 
have  the  benefit  of  three  trunk  lines  reaching  all  the  leading 
cities  and  railroad  centers  of  the  country  direct.  This  county 
attained  the  distinction  of  producing  more  corn — area  considered 
— some  years  ago,  than  any  other  territory  in  the  world. 

Twenty-two  by  twenty-four  miles  square,  produced  SIX  MILLION,  TWO  HUNDRED  THOUSAND,  SIX  HUNDRED 
AND  THIRTY-TWO  BUSHELS  OF  CORN  as  shown  by  the  United  States  census  I’eport — over  three  hundred  and 
twenty  bushels  of  corn  for  each  man,  woman  and  child  resident  of  the  county.  This  equaled  the  combined  produc- 
tion of  corn  of  the  following  states:  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Maine,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  in  addi- 

tion equal  to  more  corn  than  any  one  of  ten  other  states. 

The  Beautiful  Nishna  Valley  of  Southwestern  Iowa  ^piL^d^btfore.^bu^^i  clnnVreUaiVTrom 

saying  it  again  and  giving  some  further  impressions  that  come  to  me  about  our  natural  facilities.  There  may  be 
more  beautiful  valleys  than  the  Valley  of  the  Nishnabotna.  Not  having  traveled  all  over  the  world  I do  not  know, 
I but  I have  traveled  over  much  of  the  United  States.  I have  heard  travelers  who  have  made  the  trip  around  the 
world  and  visited  about  -every  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  rave  over  the  beauties  of  rivers  and  streams  in 
I foreign  lands.  But  I did  not  know  whether  they  were  telling  the  truth  or  just  blowing  off,  and  neither  does  it  make 
any  difference  for  this  occasion. 

I do  know,  and  that  is  all  that  really  concerns  this  subject,  that  this  is  the  natural  home  and  greatest  corn 
growing  locality  to  be  found  in  the  world;  where  corn  attains  its  greatest  perfection.  Owing  to  this  fact,  corn  is  the 
chief  product  of  our  farms  and  farmers.  For  these  reasons,  if  for  nothing  else,  it’s  the  place  where  corn  has  been 
nurtured  and  brought  to  its  highest  perfection. 

The  Nishnabotna  country  is  as  fertile  as  the  Valley  of  the  Nile,  and  we  have  the  I’ichest,  wealthiest  class  of 
farmers  here  to  be  found  in  any  place  I have  ever  seen.  Corn  was  the  foundation  of  this  wealth,  not  that  they 
hauled  the  product  to  the  railroad  stations  and  sold  it  on  the  market,  but  wherever  corn  is  grown  in  abundance  farm- 
ers have  a lot  of  stock,  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  about  them  and  are  thus  enabled  to  get  the  benefits  of  all  the  by-food 
products  of  it,  and  in  lieu  of  paying  freight  on  ten  or  twenty  carloads  of  grain  from  their  year’s  crop  it  is  condensed 
into  beef,  pork  and  fine  horses.  Thus  instead  of  being  ten  to  twenty  oars  to  pay  freight  on,  there  is  but  three  or 
four,  as  the  case  may  be.  J.  W.  RATEKIN. 


<»©»B»tAU  OFFICE.  ELM  *npvAU.£Y  ST 


IT  PAYS  TO  PLANT  GOOD  THOROUGHBRED  VARIETIES  OF  SEED  CORN. 

PROF.  P.  G.  HOLDEN  of  the  IOWA  STATE  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  at  Ames,  lowa,  says;  “I  went  to 
the  corn  fields  of  one  hundred  farmers  in  Storey  County,  Iowa,  where  the  State  Agricultural  College  is  located, 
and  where  the  farmers  were  in  their  fields  planting  corn,  and  I took  a quantity  of  seed  corn,  such  as  they  were 
planting,  from  one  hundred  different  corn  planter  boxes,  and  took  it  to  the  grounds  of  the  State  Experimental  Sta- 
tion of  the  Agricultural  Colle'ge,  and  planted  it  on  our  trial  fields.  Some  of  it  made  ONLY  TWENTY  BUSHELS, 
WHILE  OTHER  LOTS  YIELDED  ALMOST  ONE  HUNDRED  BUSHELS  PER  ACRE.  This  wide  difference  WAS 
ALL  IN  THE  SEED  AND  VARIETIES.  The  land  and  cultivation  and  other  methods  all  being  identically  alike. 
The  expense  of  growing  was  the  same.  The  BEST  SEED  AND  VARIETIES  produced  fully  FOUR  TIMES  AS 
MUCH  CORN  of  better  quality  than  did  the  other  lots  of  INFERIOR  SEED.” 


REMEMBER-I„  Counting  the  Cost  of  Seed  Corn  ?;4,rthl’’:o«''p"e:Lcrf,rr 

varieties  is  but  25  to, 40  cents  per  acre!  Oniy  one  bushei  per  acre  increased  yieid  more  than  pays  ail  cost  of  seed. 
The  commonest  mongrel  scrub  corn  costs  you  something.  The  corn  we  grow  and  sell  you  is  not  only  selected  seed, 
but  is  pure  bred  and  has  been  carefully  handled,  dried  and  cured  as  seed  corn  should  be,  and  will  grow  and  give 
you  a yieid  of  10  to  40  bushels  per  acre  more  than  ordinary  varieties. 


A bushel  of  seed  corn  that  increases  your  yield  ten  bushels  per  acre,  makes  you  at  the  rate  of  $50  to  $75  per  bu. 
Hence,  don't  forget  that  if  you  plant  seed  that  lowers  your  yield  this  much  or  more  it  has  cost  you  at  least  $40.00  to 
$50.00  per  bushel. 
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DIAMOND  JOE’S 
BIG  EARLY  WHITE 

Largest  Eared,  Early  Maturing  Corn  in  the  World. 


For  Parcel  Post,  Express  and  Freight  Rates  see  pages  No.  1 and  2. 
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What  is  Good  Seed  Corn?  Method  of  Selecting  and  Handling 


To  Be  First  Class  Seed  Corn  sLiuhu-I''\^'riety 

of  superior  quolity  in  yieid — early  and  sound  nmtnrity — corn 
that  has  demonstrated  its  ability  to  ontyield  otlier  strains  of 
tlie  same  variety.  It  slionid  sliow  a liigli  per  cent-  of  germina- 
tion. tluis  insuring  an  even  .-ind  i)erfeet  stand.  It  slionid  be 
pnrcdiased  from  a iiraetical  and  scientifie  corn  lireeiier,  one 
who  possesses  a knowledge  and  e.vperienee  in  tlie  growing  and 
judging,  as  well  as  tlie  preiiaratioii  of  seed  in  ali  i(s  details. 


C_1 it  nnmlier  of  years  farm- 

oelecting  oeeci  Corn  ei...  ii.,ye  been  advised  to  go 
tlirongli  tlieir  eornfields  lieforO  gathering  time  and  seleei  the 
best  ears  for  seed.  In  this  way  and  liy  this  proeess  you  will 
donlitless  seleet  eorn  that  will  grow  if  properly  handled,  lint 
I do  not  believe  tills  metliod  will  result  in  mneh,  if  any  im- 
provement, unless  the  non-produetive  stalks  are  cut  out  iie- 
fore  the  pollen  is  distributed.  If  tliese  Inferior,  non-productive 
stalks  fertilize  the  stalks  wliich  produce  the  large  ears,  nundi 
improvement  is  impossible.  In  my  own  case  in  iilanting  my 
seed  stock  for  all  we  grow  on  our  own  farms  and  to  sniqily 
our  contract  growers,  I plant  in  plots,  in  hills  3 feet  (1  imdics 
aiiart  eaidi  way,  .3  kernels  to  tlie  liill,  or  in  drills,  rows  same 
distance  apart,  one  kernel  every  1-1  inches  in  tlie  row.  1 disc 
and  harrow,  thorouglily  pulverizing  the  ground  liefore  plant- 
ing. Also  harrow  again  just  liefore  or  at  time  corn  liegiiis  to 
peep  tlirough  tlie  ground.  After  that  give  good  cultivation — 
best  I know  how,  plowing  deep  and  close  to  corn  tlie  first  time,  after  that 
shallow,  so  as  not  to  break  or  disturb  the  com  roots,  and  when  tlio  tassel 
emerges  from  tlie  stalks,  and  before  iiolleii  is  shed,  I cut  out  every  stalk  that  iloes  not 
show  one  or  two  good  “slioots”  on  it.  A few  years  of  tliis  kind  of  selection  will 
result  greatly,  more  in  the  increased  yield  tliaii  going  througli  tlie  field  and  making 
ear  selections.  For  eacli  seed  [latidi  of  eorn  1 select  ground  as  far  away  from  other  _ _ 

corn  as  possilde,  as  the  pollen  is  often  carried  quite  a di.stance,  causing’  diifferent  varieties 
to  mis. 

How  Our  Seed  Corn  Is  Handled  5S!  .«'  iTrC-'&'SS 

corn  and  crops  are  handled  after  it  is  grown  and  garnered.  This  is  an  important  question. 

First  of  all,  our  crops  are  allowed  to  remain  in  tlie  field  on  the  stalk  as  long  as  weather 
conditions  will  admit,  in  order  tliat  tlie  ears  may  liave  the  full  benefit  of  natures  process  id'  dryiiyg, 
wliicli  is  the  iiest  method  for  curing  corn  tliat  lias  ever  been  devised.  Hut  wlicn  the  time  comes 
to  get  it  in  everything  else  is  made  secondary  to  that  end,  and  every  luishel  husked  each  day  goes 
into  our  corn  house  before  we  sleep.  As  fast  as  it  comes  in  it  is  shoveled  into  slat  bottom  bunks, 
liiiilt  especiall,v  for  this  purpose,  so  tliat  ever,v  ear  can  lie  observed,  and,  liere  we  liave  a small 
army  of  men,  experts  in  the  business,  to  go  over  it,  sorting  it  out  ear  liy  ear,  selecting’  only  the 
well-develoiied  and  Iiest  matured  ears,  wliich  is  conveyed  to  our  regular  rc[iositories.  The  refuse, 
culls,  shelled  corn,  silks  and  husks  stripiied  from  tlie  select  ears  is  cleaned  uii.  slielled  and  sold 
on  the  market.  Thus  we  are  able  to  economize  space  and  all  our  storage  room  for  choice  ears 
only.  Ordinaril,v  we  reserve  from  2.o  to  40  per  cent  of  the  first  sorting.  But  wlieii  tlie  time  comes 
for  slielling  and  sliipping  out,  usually  commencing  about  January  1st,  aS  wc  supply  many  of 
tlie  leading  seed  liouses  and  seedsmen  of  tlie  country’  yvith  their  seed.  WE  GO  CVEll 

E.V(  H -VNI)  EVEKY  E.YU  THE  SECOND  TIME,  KIGIDEY'  INSPECTING  E.YCII  AS  TO  VITAE- 
ITV,  THE  BCTT  AND  TIP  ENDS  BEING  TAKEN  OFF  BEFORE  SIIELEING  for  shipment. 
Meantime  our  seed  corn,  liefore  the  second  inspection  and  resorting,  is  kept  in  tliorongh  ventilated 
houses,  ventilated  at  the  bottom,  from  sides  to  end.  To  do  the  cleaning  and  grading  we  have  ma- 
(diinery  specially  built  for  tins  purpose,  and  w’hen  we  sa.v  we  have  the  best  and  most  complete 
equipment  tliat  money  will  buy  or  to  lie  found  in  any  seed  house  iu  America  we  lielieve  we  are  not 
overstating  the  facts.  After  shelling  all  grain  and  seeds  pass  over  a cleaner,  yvliere  it  is  cleaned 
and  fanned.  Then  it  is  conveyed  to  our  new  process  cleaner  and  grader,  which  makes  five  different 
separations— extra  large  kernels,  small  undersized,  extra  thick  and  extra  thin,  and,  fifth,  the  graded 
seed  corn,  similar  to  illustration,  sliown  on  this  page.  'We  have  been  told  a tliousand  times  that 
the  way  we  (dean  and  grade  our  Seed  Corn,  'Wheat,  Oats,  Barley  and  Grass  Seeds  make  it  alone 
yvorth  twice  as  much  as  tlie  same  quality  of  seeds  cleaned  on  ordinary  mills.  OFK  AJIBITION  I.S 
TO  SEND  OFT  NOTHING  BUT  WHAT  WIDE  GROW  AND  OF  THE  HIGHEST  GK.YDE  AND 
QU.VEITY. 


CORN— ITS  IMPORTANCE  AND  VALUE  TO  THE  FARMER 


TL_  corn  crop  of  the  United  States  is  shorvii  liy  the  fact 

1 lie  VAiCaL  lllljJUl  IdllCC  tliat  of  18o,tl0l),U00  acres  devoted  to  all  kinds  of  grains  grown 
lO.j.OOO.OOO  acres,  or  more  tlian  00  per  cent  of  all,  is  devoted  to  corn  alone,  the  value  of  whicli 
averaged  on  a live  years’  stretch  $1,000,000,  about  two  times  the  annual  value  of  the  cotton  crop,  and 
twice  as  much  as  the  wheat  crop  of  this  countr,v  during  the  same  period,  yvhich  yvere  next  iu  tlieir 
order  to  the  corn  crop.  Thus  it  will  be  oliserved  tliat  corn  is  the  leading  croji  of  the  United 
States,  and  I might  here  add  that  tliree-fourtlis  of  all  tlie  corn  groyvn  in  the  yvorld  is  iiroduced 
ill  this  country.  Yet  it  is  a fact  that  yvith  proper  conditions  and  cultivation  the  same  number  of 
acres  could  be  casil.v  made  to  produce  twice  as  many  biisliels  as  are  noyv  being  obtained,  and  I 
beliey’e  ,vou  yvill  agree  yvitli  me  yvhen  I tell  you  the  average  yield  per  acre  during  tlie  years  I 
speak  of  yvas  luit  24.00,  and  yvlien  yve  consider  tliat  many  hundreds  and  thousands  of  farmers 
groyv  an  average  of  fifty  to  ninet,v  bushels  per  acre,  and  in  some  isolated  instances  groyy'  from 
100  to  200  liushels  ])er  acre  it  stands  to  reason  that  there  is  very  much  of  the  com  crop  that  falis 
largely  lieloyv  tlie  average. 

Every  1)0(1, y’  knoyy.s  that  good  seed  is  preferable  to  that  of  poor  quality.  No  argument  is  necessary  to  convince  people  that 
pure  thorouglibred  Varieties  of  Seed  Corn,  like  farm  animals  is  mucli  to  be  preferred  over  an  amalgamation  Unit  means  all  kinds 
of  grief  to_  tlie  farmer.  It  does  not  require  any  convincing  argument  to  slioyv  farmers  the  necessity  of  procuring  tlie  y’cry  best 
Seed  and  Varieties  in  order  Unit  a good  stand  may  lie  possible  and  a large  yield  at  hary’est  time  assured.  Tliis  is  not  intended 
to  cony’ey  any  neyv  inforniation  Init  is  intended  to  brush  aside  any  carelessness  or  indifference  that  ma.v  jirevail  and  to  stimulate 
a vigorous  iii(|uiry.  Tlie  qiialit.v  of  tlie  seed  means  everything  to  tlie  farmer  yvliose  yvhole  season's  yyork  is  predicated  upon  the 
procurement  of  good  seed.  Indifference  to  tliis  fact  may  load  to  disastrous  results. 

Tlie  matter  of  good  seed  is  of  too  mucli  importance'to  permit  clieapness  to  enter  Into  a consideration  of  the  subject.  The 
price  oiiglit  to  be  a secondary  consideration. 


IIATEKTN’S  SEED  HOUSE:  Slieiiandoali,  Toyva, 

Geiitlemen:  I sent  to  you  last  spring  for  six  Inislieis  of 
I took  100  kernels  out  eaidi  bag.  From  this  test  207  slioyvod 
to  say  I have  the  largest  and  best  crop  I ever  greyy. 


Nov.  1st  1914. 

IMamond  .Toe's  Big  Early  White  Seed  Corn.  AViieii  1 received  it, 
strong  healtliy  siirouts.  My  Crop  is  noyv  made,  and  it  is  enough 
Truly  yours. 


SAMUEL  LEl’OLD,  Weatherford,  Tex. 
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Uiaiuoud  Joe’s  Big  White;  Drouthproof. 


Ratekin”s  Diamond  Joe’s 
Early  White 

THE  EARLIEST  MATURING  BIG  EARED 
CORN  IN  THE  WORLD 

Rebists  Drought  and  {Scorching^  Heat  Better  Thau 

LyrUUglll.prOUl  other  Variety. 

Diamond  Joe’s  Big  Early  White 

and  was  first  introduced  by  ns  in  ItUl.j  since  which  time  it  fins  become 
well  and  favorably  known  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  having  been 
thoroughly  tested  and  tried  out  in  every  state  in  the  Union  where  field 
dent  corn  is  grown  to  any  extent.  Everywhere  north,  south,  east  and 
west,  it  has  proven  a wonderful  success,  a sure  cropper  and  an  enormous 
yielder,  maturing  early  and  soundly,  as  early  as  the  earliest  varieties, 
and,  outyielding  any  of  them  more  than  two  to  one,  in  fact  has  a record 
of  over  L’UO  bushels  shelled  corn  to  the  acre  and  a record  in  hundreds 
of  instances  of  over  100  bushels  per  acre. 

DROUGHT-PROOF 

In  the  great  drought  stricken  districts  of  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma.  Arkansas  and  other  localities,  during  the  corn  growing 
season  of  1!)13,  where  we  sold  and  shipped  thousands  of  bushels  of  this 
seed  corn,  it  withstood  and  resisted  the  Drought  and  scorching  heat 
and  hot  winds  better  than  any  other  variety,  and  in  many  places  made 
yields  of  80-40-.10  and  (io  bushels  per  acre  where  other  sorts  did  not 
give  a yield  of  five  l>ushels  per  acre. 

This  corn  has  made  like  and  corresponding  yields  everywhere, 
seasons  were  good  and  were  bad,  and  all  who  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  plant  this  corn  they  have  won  a prize  b.v  doubling  their 
yields.  In  fact  it  would  almost  make  one  gasp  with  astonishment  to  see 
and  read  the  hundreds  of  letters  and  reports  we  have  received  from 
farmers  who  have  planted  and  grown  crops'  from  this  corn, — many  of 
them  are  almost  unbelievable,  l)ut  run  so  uniformly  alike  they  are 
uudisputable. 


Description 

The  accompanying  illustration  on  this  page  is  a very  true  picture, 
made  from  a photograph  of  this  corn,  showing  its  type  and  character. 
From  the  name  we  gave  this  variety  of  corn  some  people  may  draw  the 
impression  that  it  is  a large  jumbo-overgrown  variety,  but  it  is  not. 
It,  however  is  a large  eared  corn,  running  somewhat  larger  in  size 
than  Iowa  Silver  Mine,  is  pure  bred  and  every  stalk  producing  one  and 
two.  and  sometimes  three  good  ears,  and  this  is  where  it's  large  heavy 
yields  come  in.  The  stalks  are  l.-irge,  strong  and  robust,  growing  to  a 
heigiit  of  8 to  12  feet,  dependent  upou  land,  upland  or  bottom  land,  has 
;i  very  heavy  extensive  root  system  ami  this  is  where  its  vitality  to 
resist  drought  and  parching  hot  weather  conies  in;  the  roots  being  al- 
most equal  to  sorghum  and  Kaffir  Corn.  Medium  ears  run  from  S-10-11 
and  some  12  inches  long  and  over,  lint  usually  about  10  inches,  IG  to 
20  rows,  deep  kernels,  solidly  set  on  white  cob  of  medium  size.  In  short, 
this  corn  was  bred  with  an  eye  single  to  heavy  yields  and  early  maturity 
and  not  for  show  luirposes,  but  all  around  general  crop  puriioses.  There 
is  no  variety  that  will  do  lietter  or  equal  it  on  old,  poor,  up-land  or  hill 
ground,  and  at  same  time  there  is  no  variet.v  grown  that  will  .yield  more 
linshels  of  good  sound  corn  or  strong  ricli  corn  land.  Briefly  stated 
it  is  the  emliodimeut  of  .-ill  the  good  (ju.-ilities  contained  in  all  the  best 
varieties,  it's  the  sure  thing.  Unr  seed  stock  of  this  corn  is  exceptionally 
fine  this  year  (extra  choice)  ;il)solntel.v  inire  stock  and  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  fill  every  order  that  comes  to  ns,  large  or  small. 

“DI.VMOND  JOE’S  BIO  IVIIITE”  is  a superior  variety  of  corn 
from  every  point  of  view.  If  yon  are  looking  for  the  corn  that  will  make 
you  the  most  bushels  .-md  the  most  money,  stoj)  right  now  and  order 
enough  to  plant  your  entire  crop.  IfS‘  the  corn  tliat  will  do  it.  PRICES: 
Sample  ear.  postpaid,  25c:  1 lb.,  postpaid,  25c;  3 lbs.,  60c  :_7  11)S.,  (enough 
to  iilant  one  acre),  .'fl.25;  ])k..  75c:  (4  bn..  $1.40;  1 bu.,  $2.50;  2 bu.,  $4.75; 
5 bu.  and  over,  .$2..50  per  bu.  B.-igs  included.  If  wanted  in  ear  crated 
box,  add  75c  per  l)ushel  to  foregoing  prices. 

How  to  Grow  100  bu.  of  Corn  per  Acre 

Abraham  Lincoln  said  : “You  may  fool  all  the  people  part  the  time 
and  some  of  them  all  the  time,  but  you  can't  fool  all  the  people  all  the 
time.”  This  is  as  absolutely  true  as  Holy  writ.  Corn  will  not  grow 
and  come  to  perfection  unless  man  does  his  part.  Nothing  will  make 
iq)  for  poor  run  down  soil.  Nothing  will  make  up  for  old  run-out  scrub 
varieties.  Nothing  will  make  up  for  man's  indolence  and  laziness.  The 
three  essentials  are:  First,  good  .soil.  Second,  .good  varieties  of  Seed  Corn. 
Third,  industry  intelligently  directed.  It’s  all  up  to  the  man  behind  the 
“guns.”  The  good  Lord  furnishes  the  sulistance,  but  here  is  where  man 
must  make  the  dough.  I’laut  Di.'imond  Joe’s  Big  Early  White  ou  good 
land  and  do  vonr  part  and  it  will  make  you  100  to  200  bushels  per  acre. 
We  could  fill  this  entire  book  with  testimonials  of  farmers  who  have 
grown  from  75  to  22.5  bushels  of  Diamond  .Toes  Big  Early  White,  per 
acre-  our  word  for  it.  You  will  not  go  wrong  in  planting  abundantly 
of  this  corn.  You  will  take  no  chau<-e!  You  will  run  no  risk  in  planting 
every  acre  of  your  ground  to  this  Corn. 
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(From  an  olrl  customer.)  Plymouth  County,  Mass,  Jan.  12,  1911. 

Gentlemen: — I wish  to  extend  to  you,  my  g-ood  wishes,  for  a happy  and  a prosperous  New  Year.  I planted  the  seeds  I 
ordered  and  received  from  you  last  year,  with  the  best  of  results.  The  Fertilizing  Company,  did  not  give  a prize  on  seed  corn 
tliis  year,  but  gave  a cash  prize  on  ^ed  Potatoes,  and  as  a result  I was  awarded  a cash  prize  of  $100.00  in  Gold  on  a yield  of 
303  luishels  to  tlie  acre.  I i)lanted •'your  Diamond  Joe’s  seed  corn,  and  from  it  I filled  a 76  ton  silo,  more  than  half  full,  and  made 
a good  allowance  for  settling.  I think  there  must  have  been  38  to  40  tons,  and  it  was  the  very  best  I ever  put  into  a silo.  From 
my  record  of  1909  1 gre\v  86  I)usliels  of  Flint  corn,  to  the  acre,  valued  at  $1.00;  1910  I grew'  133  bushels  of  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  White, 
valued  at  $1.00  per  bu.,  and  1911  133  and  one-third  bushels,  valued  at  one  dollar  and  in  1012  1 obtained  381  bushels  of  Mangel 
Wurtzel  Beets  from  % acre.  Again  wishing  you  every  good  wish,  I am.  Truly  yours, 

A.  W.  BUTLER. 


207  BUSHELS  FROM  TWO  ACRES  IN  LAWRENCE  COUNTY,  INDIANA 

Farmers  and  others  have  been  attracted  by  the  exhibition  of  corn  that  has  been  in  the  window  at  Dilley’s  store  for  some 
time.  It  was  grown  by  .1.  W.  Dale,  and  two  acres  produced  207  bushels  and  50  pounds,  w’hich  is  perhaps  the  largest  yield  of 
corn  ever  known  in  this  community.  Mr.  Dale  says  the  moles  took  many  of.  the  seed,  and  but  for  this  fact  the  yield  would  have 
been  even  lietter.  In  gathering  the  corn  great  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  top  and  bottom  ears,  main  crop,  sucker  ears  and 
nubbins  separate.  The  choicest  of  the  main  crop  Mr.  Dale  will  save  for  seed. 

The  corn  is  white,  long  even  ears,  and  is  known  as  “K.ATEKIN’S  DIAMOND  JOE.”  Tw'o  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  ferti- 
lizer was  used  to  the  acre.  The  ground  was,  in  good  order  for  planting,  but  no  extra  work  was  done  iu  the  way  of  cultivation. — 
Mitchell  Tribune,  Indiana. 

UTAH  AGKICUETUKAE  COLLEGE  (Experimental  Station).  Log.an,  Utah,  Jan.  4. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  the  yield  of  seed  corn  donated  by  you  last  year  as  follows:  The  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  White 
yielded  89  6-10  l)ushels  per  acre;  Queen  of  Nishna  yielded  74  2-10  bushels.  Both  of  these  varieties  of  corn  are  good  yielders  here, 
yielding  also  a large  quantity  of  fodder  per  acre.  Very  truly, 

J.  C.  HOGBNSON,  Agronomist, 

Baltimore  City,  Md.,  Jan.  8. 

1 have  planted  your  seed  corn,  since  1907,  and  I .'un  now  raising  200  bushels  of  corn  per  acre.  Please  send  me  your  catalogue,  so 
that  I can  select  what  seed  1 want  for  the  coming  season.  'Phaukiug  you  iu  advance  for  this  favor,  I am. 

Truly  yours. 

JESSIE  DeHOFF. 

Vernon  Co.,  Jlissouri,  Feb.  14,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Endosed  lierewith,  find  my  order  for  seeds  for  the  coming  season.  I sent  to  you  last  spring  for  some  of  ,vour 
I>ianiond  Joe’s  Big  White  seed  corn,  and  planted  it,  and  I have  never  l>efore  seen  as  rank  growing  corn.  AVe  had  a very  severe 
drought  liere  last  year,  as  you  doubtless  know,  but  my  corn  made  a good  crop.  It  is  the  best  dry  weather  resister  I have  ever 
seen.  Truly  vours, 

FINIS  CHRISTMAS. 

Laflora  Co.,  Oklahoma,  JIarch  2,  1914. 

Ratokin’s  Seed  House: — Endosed  find  my  order  for  seeds  for  the  coming  season.  I ordered  my  seeds  from  yop  last  year  and 
got  splendid  results  from  everything  ordered.  Among  other  seeds  1 ordered  was  some  your  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  Early  White  Corn. 
Some  my  neighbors  advised  me  not  to  plant  corn  from  so  far  north,  but  I had  great  faith  in  what  you  said  of  it.  As  a result 
it  made  me  a yield  of  over  .50  bushels  per  acre,  notwithstanding  we  had  the  most  severe  drouth  we  have  ever  had  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  but  found  it  the  best  drought  fighter  I ever  seen.  A'ery  trulv  vours, 

JOHN  SHACKLEFORD. 

Otlice — (Hearne  Mercantile  Co.)  Hearne,  Robertson  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  9,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Several  days  ago  our  Jlr.  Easterwood  sent  you  by  parcel  post  two  ears  of  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  Early  White 
corn  raised  on  prairie  land  this  past  dry  year.  We  thought  it  fine  and  shall  plant  our  entire  crop  with  it  this  year,  but  would 
like  two  bushels  of  your  be.st  private  stock  of  this  corn  to  start  another  plot  for  another  year.  If  you  can  have  the  seed  shipped 
to  us  from  some  point  in  this  state  send  it  from  there,  if  not  ship  direct  from  Shenandoah. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HEARNE  MERCANTILE  CO.,  By  H.  B.  Easterwood,  Mgr. 

Goldthwait,  Jlills  Co.,  Texas,  Jan.  24,  1914. 

Gentlernen  Last  year  I received  a copy  of  your  seed  catalogue  and  sent  to  you  for  my  seeds.  Among  them  enough  of  yo>ir 
Diamond  Joe’s  Big  Early  White  corn  to  plant  five  acres.  The  weather  and  season  was  ver.y  dry  and  hot,  but  m.v  corn  of  this 
variety  made  a yield  of  over  4.5  bushels  per  acre,  of  an  extra  quality,  while  m.v  home  grown  corn,  I have  been  iilanting  for  years, 
was  a fiat-total  failure — made  notliing.  I expect  to  plant  my  entire  croi)  to  Diamond  .Toe  from  seed,  I saved,  the  coming  season. 

Enclosed  find  iiiy  order  and  remittance  for  what  seeds  I shall  want  this  season.  Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  E.  EVANS. 

Spotslyvania,  A’a.,  Alarch  11.  1914. 

Gentlernen  : — I have  your  1914  catalog  and  intend  to  order  some  seeds  from  you,  but  wish  to  inquire  about  some  that  1 have 
in  view  before  making  my  order.  If  I can  succeed  as  well  with  these  crops  as  I did  with  your  Diamond  .Toe's  Big  Early  White  I 
will  be  niore  than  pleased.  Since  I introduced  this  corn  boro,  it  is  being  planted  and  grown  by  all  our  leading  best  corn  growing 
farmers  in  this  section.  In  short,  it  has  proven  a great  success  with  us.  Truly  vours, 

HOLLAND  It.  MASON. 


This  Famous 


DIAMOND  JOE’S  BIG  WHITE  CORN 

Variety  of  Corn  is  one  that  Never  Fails  to 

What  a Few  of  Our  Customers  Say: 
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Ratekin’s  Pure  Genuine  Iowa  Silver  Mine  Corn 


This  wonderful  white  dent 
adiii)ted  to  a wide  range  of 
gladdens  the  farmers  heart 
farmer  wlio  plants  it.  It  is 
yielding  qualities  and  wood 
white  corn  offered  and  sold 
Jline  than  a mule  is  to  a r: 
INIii  STOCK  that  has  been 


corn  is  known,  grown  and  more  extensively  planted  than  any  White  Corn  ever  introduced.  It  is 
conditions  and  Is  a corn  for  the  north,  south,  east  aud  west  and  a variety  that  always,  everywhere 
ind  tills  his  cribs  at  harvest  time;  makes  good  where  other  sorts  fail,  aud  brings  prosperity  to  the 
not  a new  variety,  but  is  one  the  oldest  and  best  known  sorts.  On  account  of  it’s  great  popularity, 

erful  record  it  has  made,  and  maintained  everywliere,  there  are  thousands  of  bushels  of  common 

ever.v  ,ve.ir  under  the  n,ime  and  label  of  IOWA  SILVER  MINE,  which  is  no  more  akin  to  low’a  Silver 
ibliiit,  and  is  incomparable  in  quality  and  yiehl,  ,also  early  luaturity,  with  RATEKIN’S  PURE  GENU- 
kept  pure,  highly  bred  and  improved  from  year  to  year  for  the  past  l(i  j’ears.. 

THE  GREATEST  RECORD  OF  ANY  WHITE  CORN  IN  THE  WORLD. 

Is  drouth  proof  and  being  of  extreme  vitality,  will  do  better  on  old,  poor  or  hill  land 

* lOWd  ijUVer  IVIinc  than  any  other  variety.  We  offer  this  corn  to -the  farmer  as  one  of  the  best  for 

feeding  yield,  early  ni.aturity  .and  for  ensilage  i>urposes.  In  the  Southern  States,  where  we  have  sent  thousands  of  bushels  during 
the  past  twelve  years,  it  has  jiroven  the  salv.-ition  to  the  country,  and  where  we  were  selling  only  a few  bushels  here  aud  there  ten 
years  ago  we  are  now  selling  in  car  lo.ad  lots  to  seed  houses  and  dealers  all  over  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Alabama  aud  Georgia. 

DESCRIPTION:  Stalk — iMedium  in  height,  ranging  from  seven  to  ten  feet  high  (dependent  upon  the  land,  hill  or  bottom 
ground);  very  leafy  broad  bl.-ules  and  :i  lot  of  them.  The  type  of  corn  is  very  even  and  uniform;  ears  run  from  !•  to  12  inches 
long,  IG  to  '20  rows,  pure  white  kernels,  solidly  set  on  a medium  small  cob,  ears  well  filled  out  at  butt  and  tip.  The  cob  being 

small,  it  dries  out  rajiidly  while  the  corn  is  ripening.  Thus  it  is  ready  for  feeding  and  marketing  earlier  than  other  varieties. 

It  is  a wonderful  droiith  resister,  and  stands  the  hot  climate  in  the  South,  where  they  are  affected  with  these  difficulties,  better 
than  native  sorts.  In  addition  our  seed  corn  when  planted  in  the  South — Oklahoma,  .Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Virginia,  North  and  South  C.irolina-  ripens  fully  three  to  four  weeks  earlier  than  native 
sorts,  thus  cutting  off  th:it  much  time  in  the  most  critical  period  in  m.-iking  ;i  corn  crop,  besides  it  comes  into  feeding  and  milling 
pui'iioses  that  nmch  earlier.  In  short,  OCR  PURE  BRED  SEED  CORN  can  he  planted  an.vwhere  with  absolute  assur.-mce  of  early 
maturity  .and  an  incre.-ised  yiehl  of  from  ten  to  fort.v  Imshcls  per  acre  more  than  from  ordinary  varieties.  R.YTEKIN’S  lOW.Y 

SILVER  MINE  matures  in  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  days. 

PRIZE  RECORD:  At  one  fair  ten  best  ears  took  first  prize,  ten  smaller  ears  second  prize.  .Afterwards  ten  best  took  sweep- 
takes  over  both  white  .-ind  yellow.  'Total  premiums  $!);■). 00.  Captured  prize  offered  in  ISOfi  for  largest  yield  against  all  other  sort, 
kind  or  color.  In  180II  the  .Agricultural  Society  of  Illinois  olTered  three  prizes  for  largest  yield.  Iowa  Silver  Mine  was  awarded 
all  of  them.  1!IG.  170  :uid  154  bushels  per  acre.  It  has  produced  215  bushels  in  Iowa,  211  in-  Indiana.  201  in  .Arkaus:is.  lOG  in  Illinois, 
145  in  Nebraska,  144  in  Ohio,  137  bushels  per  acre  in  Texas.  IT’S  THE  CORN  FOR  EVERYWHERE.  I cau  fully  recommend  it. 

PRICE:  Postage  by  mail,  sample  ear,  25c;  1 lb.,  25c;  .3  lbs.,  00c;  7 lbs.  (will  i)lant  one  acre).  .$1.25.  By  freight  or  express 
a(  pnrch.iser's  cx|>ense;  jieck.  OOc ; h.-ilf  hii.,  .'JLOO ; 1 Im.  .'iU.OO ; 5 to  10  hu.  and  over,- .'jll.-SO.  qier  Ini.  Bags  free.  If  wanted  in 
e.ar,  crated,  add  75c  iier  bu.  to  above  privcs. 

quit 
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Johnson  County  White  Dent  Corn 

A Single  Ear  has  Won  $1,000  in  Prizes 


This  variety  is  a cross  Ijetween  Boone  Co.  Wliito  anil  Fors.vthe  Favorite  and  \^as  devel- 
oped and  introduced  by  ly.  B.  Clore  of  Indiana,  and  has  Imd  18  years  of  careful  painstaking 
and  intelligent  selection  and  breeding.  For  the  corn-growing  lielt,  tve  are  quite  sure'  there  is 
no  White  Corn  grown  today  of  greater  merit.  This  Corn  has  become  famous  for  yield  and 
especially  where  one  wishes  to  grow  sliow  stock.  ■ 

The  shape  of  the  ear  is  cylindrical  to  within  about  2 inches  of  the  tip,  then  slightly 
tapering.  Tips  till  well  over  the  end  of  tlie  ears,  covered  with  grains;  the  butts  are  «'eil 
rounded  out  with  a medium-sized  shank,  kernels  uniform  wedge  shaped,  pure  white,  and  \i*(nite 
i-ob ; ears  average  aliout  10  inches  in  length  witli  the  circumference  about  three-fourths  of 
the  length. 

Of  strong  and  vigorous  haliit  of  growth  and  well  covered  with  liroad  blades, — very  valu- 
alile  for  ensilage.  The  length  of  season  is  about  1-0  days.  This  corn  has  been  successfully 
grown  as  far  north  as  Dcs  Jloines,  Iowa,  Peoria,  111.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  or  llarion,  Ohio.  We 
especially  recommend  it  for  the  great  corn-growing  districts  of  Hpringtield,  111.,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  and  corn-growing  latitudes  of  the  south. 

PRICE:  Postpaid,  by  mail,  samiile  ear,  2.oc ; 1 lb.,  20c;  .3  lbs.,  aOc ; 7 lbs.  (will  plant  one 
acre),  .$1.25.  By  freight  nr  express  ;it  purchaser’s  expense,  peck,  60c;  half  bu.,  .$1.00;  1 bn. 
$2^(1;  5 bu.  or  over,  .$1.00  per  bushel. 

B.ags  free.  If  wanted  in  ear,  cTuted, 
add  75c  iier  bushel  to  above  prices. 


Ratekin’s 
Imperial  White 


is  a variety  regarded  with  great  favor 
and  adniiratiou  the  country  over,  es- 
pecially in  the  South,  where  it  is  gro-wn 
extensively,  and  in  the  Eastern  and 
New  England  States,  where  grown  for 
ensilage  and  fodder  purposes.  It  is 
witliout  doubt  one  of  the  best  varieties 
for  a combination  crop  for  grain  fod- 
der and  ensilage  purposes  there  is 
grown  or  in  existence. 

We  originally  obtained  the  seed  of 
this  variety  from  an  old  German  farm- 
er, who  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful corn  growers  in  central  western 
Illinois,  and  first  introduced  it  twelve 
years  ago,  since  which  time  we 
grown  and  sent  out  thousands 
bushels  for  seed,  and  everywhere  it  has 
proven  a great  favorite  and  success. 


DESCRIPTION:  It  is  pure  white, 

with  red  i-ob — a sign  within  itself  of 
great  vitality ; ears  run  from  f)  to  11 
inches  long,  measurings  from  7 to  8 
Inches  in  circumference;  10  to  20  rows 
of  deep  grains  set  on  a small  cob,  as  shown  by  tlie  accompanying  illus- 
tnition,  producing  two  gooil  ears  to  the  stalk.  The  stalks  are  short  and 
heavy,  iiveraging  from  7 to  10  feet  in  height,  with  ;i  iarge  amount  of  foliage. 
This  corn  does  well  anywhere  and  everywhere,  and  is  especially  adapted  to 
old  and  thin  land,  ;ind  will  make  a good  crop  where  other  sorts  fail.  It 
is  also  especially  ad.iiited  to  the  eastern  and  southern  states,  and  where 
early  drouth  and  parching  hot  weather  often  in.iures  other  sorts.  It  ma- 
tures safely  :niywhere  in  from  ninety  to  lOU  days;  is  very  solid  and  com- 
pact. We  can  heartily  recommend  this  corn  to  our  cu.stomers  as  one  of 
the  surest  croppers  and  best  yielders  we  .grow,  and  could  print  hundreds 
of  testimonials  from  those  who  have  tried  it,  if  space  would  permit,  all 
verifying  what  we  have  said  of  this  splendid  variety  of  corn. 


PRICE:  I’ostage  by  mail,  sample  ear.  25c;  1 lb..  25c;  3 lbs..  (50c; 

7 lbs.  (will  plant  an  acre  I,  .$1.25.  By  freight  oi-  express  ;it  purchaser's 
expense;  Peck,  title;  half  bti..  $l.utl;  1 bn.  to  5 bu.,  $1.00.  If  wiinted  in  the 
ear,  crated,  add  75c  per  Imshel  to  above  prices. 


Hickory  King 


is  a small  white  variety  of  field  corn  which  has  lb 
largest  grains  with  smallest  cob  of  any  corn  in  ex 
istence.  The  grain 
are  so  large  and  cob  s 
small  that  when  th 
ear  is  broken  in  tw 
liieces,  ;i  grain  wil 
cover  the  cob  section 
This  corn  is  of  vigor 
ous  habits,  a sur 
cropper,  wellsuited  t 
light,  thin  soil,  and  i 
largely  planted  in  th 
southern  states.  It 
however,  does  well  ii 
the  northern  states,  bu 
it  is  not  ;is  early  t. 
m.ature  as  Iniiierial 
Diamond  .loe,  and  “Sil 
ver  Mine.” 

PRICE:  Postpaid,  b 
mall,  I lb.,  25c.  B; 
freight  or  express,  a 
imrchaser’s  exiionsc 
Peck,  70c;  half  bu, 
•81.25;  1 bu..  .$2.25;  : 

bu.,  $4.25.  Bags  in 
eluded. 
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Ratekin’s  Thoroughbred  Field  Corn  Seed 

WE  ARE  NOT  COMMERCIAL  DEALERS,  BUT  BREEDERS  AND  GROWERS  OF  SEED  CORN.  We  are 
situated  in  the  very  best  territory  in  the  United  States  as  regards  climate  soil  and  latitude  for  growing  and  perfecting 
Field  and  other  sorts  of  Seed  Corn.  We  have  made  this  business  a specialty  for  the  past  THIRTY-ONE  YEARS.  In 
addition  to  our  large  retail  mail  order  trade,  which  extends  to  every  state  in  the  Union,  also  many  foreign  countries, 
we  supply  many  of  the  Big  Seed  Houses  and  Dealers  of  the  country  with  their  Seed  Corn  for  their  local  and  mail 
order  and  commercial  trade.  In  short,  we  are  headquarters  to  the  Farmer,  Merchant,  Seed  Houses  and  Dealers,  in- 
cluding all  in  want  of  a high  grade  of  thoroughbred  Seed  Corn. 


Saint  Charles  White,  Red  Cob 

SAIKT  CHARL.E.S  'WHITE.  This  exfellent  variety  of  ■n-hite  corn  vas 
originated  in  St.  Charles  County,  Missouri,  and  is  very  popular  with  a large 
uumber  of  our  customers. 

DESCRIPTION:  St.  Charles  'White  is  a very  handsome  pure  variety  of 
white  corn  set  on  a red  col),  and  the  ears  are  usually  8 to  10  inches  long,  16 
to  18  rows  of  deep,  broad  kernels.  The  stalk  grows  from  8 to  10  and  12  feet 
high,  dependent  upon  the  laud  upon  which  it  is  planted,  the  lowlands  and 
bottom  producing  the  taller  stalks;  thevstalks  growing  broad  succulent  blades, 
making  it  very  desirable  com  for  general  crop  purposes:  for  grain,  fodder  or 
for  ensilage  purposes.  Our  customers  in  the  South,  North,  East  and  West  are 
greatly  in  favor  with  this  excellent  variety  of  corn.  In  the  South  for  the  grain 
crop  and  in  the  East,  West  and  North  for  the  fodder  and  ensilage. 

PRICE:  Postage  by  mail,  sample  ear,  25c;  1 lb.,  2.o<‘;  3 lbs.,  7.5c;  7 lbs. 
(will  plant  one  acre),  $1.25,  freight  or  express  at  purchaser's  expense:  Pk.,  60c: 
half  bu.,  $1.00 ; 1 bu.,  $1.90 ; 5 bu.  and  over.  $1.80  per  bu.  Bags  free.  If  wanted 
in  ear,  crated,  add  75c  per  bu.  to  above  prices. 


Wallace’s  Favorite  White. 


We  place  this  superior  variety  ot  corn  before  our  customers  for  the 
seventh  year  with  renewed  assurance  that  experience  has  demonstrated  every- 
where that  this  new  variety  of  big  white  corn  has  proven  one  of  the  best 
grown,  and  is  up  to  the  high  standard  of  all  our  introductions. 

In  our  experience  in  growing  seed  corn  there  has  been  no  season  but 
wliat  we  have  had  many  samples  to  sent  to  :is  with  reiiuest  that  we  try  them 
out  in  our  experimental  grounds.  We  wish  to  say  that  we  greatly  appreciate 
these  favors,  .although  it  is  utterl.v  impossible  to  make  a fair  trial  of  all  of 
them,  but  each  ye.ir  we  try  out  many  sorts,  for  it  has  been  our  aim  to  find, 
grow  and  handle  only  the  best  varieties. 


11  o siipei'ior  variety  and  one 
111  W ttllaCC  S r aVOniC  tii,,t  lias  given  remarkable  results  every- 
where it  has  been  tried  or  tested.  Svhile  we  do  not  claim  it  will  make  two, 
three  or  tour  hundred  l)usliels  per  acre,  we  know  it  can  be  relied  upon  to  yield 
as  many  bushels  of  good,  sound  corn  per  acre  inside  of  110  to  120  days  as  any 
variety  of  corn  to  lie  founii.  and  if  planted  on  good  ground  will  yield  from 
ninety  to  100  bushels  per  acre,  and  even  more  under  perfect  conditions. 


DESCRIPTION:  The  stalk  is  large,  strong  and  rolnist,  usually  growing 
from  8 to  10  feet  high,  with  long,  liroad  leaves  extending  from  joints,  which 
;ire  close  together  and  producing  one  to  three  ears  to  the  stalk,  running  from 
8 to  12  inches  long,  with  16  to  20  rows  of  grains  on  white  cob.  This  corn  is 
a tremendous  yielder.  .lust  think  of  a field  of  corn  laden  with  an  average  of 
two  good  ears'  to  the  stalk.  Surely  this  corn  will  not  disappoint  your  best 
expectations,  and  we  want  every  farmer  who  plants  corn  to  try  it,  no  matter 
where  you  live — east,  west,  north  or  south.  It  is  not  only  good  for  the  grain 
it  grows,  but  one  of  the  best  combination  varieties  for  grain,  fodder  and  en- 
silage purposes  there  is  grown;  it  will  please  you. 

PRICE:  1 lb.,  2.5c:  3 Ibs.,  60c;  7 lbs.  (enough  to  plant  an  acre),  .$1.25, 
postage  or  express  i)aid  to  .any  point  in  the  United  States.  By  freight  or 
express  at  purchaser’s  expense:  Peck,  SOc ; y*  bu.,  ,$1.50;  1 bu.,  $'2.75;  2 bu., 
$5,'25;  .5  bu.  and  over,  $2.50  per  bushel.  Bags  free. 


Saint  Charles  White. 
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Big  Boone  County  White 


Katekin’s  Geuuiue  Boone  County  White. 


i>  - soiiiol lilies  listeil  iiiiilci'  the  niiiue  of  Buuiie 

ooone  L^ouniy  wnite  ('ounty  Siiccinl,  is  u liiglUy  In-ecl  Viii-icly 
of  white  corn  of  exlni  l.irge  size,  conliiiniiig  ;i  liigli  percentage  of  oil,  II 
is  late  niatiiriiig,  Init  with  good  long  seasons  and  favorable  conclitions,  it 
is  a splendid  yieldcr.  In  many  places  it  is  a great  favorite.  'I’he  ears  arc 
from  h to  12  inches  long.  7'/j  to  8V1>  imdies  in  circiiniference,  containing 
kS  to  24  rows,  weighing  from  12  to  18  ounces.  The  cob  is  inediniii  large 
and  pure  while  in  cidor.  The  oars  are  quite  niiiforiii  in  size,  shape  ami 
aiipearance.  The  Ueriiels  are  pearl  white,  quite  rough,  very  deep,  with 
tine  large  germ.  This  variety  grows  a large  stalk  from  Id  to  12  feet  high 
with  all  aliundance  of  foliage,  and  like  other  white  varieties,  is  the  best 
for  old,  thin  or  poor  soil.  They  gather  more  plaiitfood  from  the  air  and 
less  from  the  soil  than  does  yellow  corn.  With  favorable  seasons  in 
lities  where  it  has  pleiify  of  time  to  mature,  it  is  particularly  valuable; 
sa.v  the  southern  half  o|’  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kansas.  Missouri,  and  froui 
there  South  to  the  (Inlf  Coast  States.  iUatiires  fully  in  aboni  120  to  1110 
days.  Our  seed  stock  of  this  vat’iety  was  grown  from  pure,  genuine  stock 
anil  can  be  relied  iqiou  to  give  the  best  possible  results  to  be  obtained 
this  variety. 

I’KICE:  By  mail,  postpaiil,  sample  ear.  2.jc ; 1 lb.,  25e ; ■’>  Ibs.,  -bOc; 
7 lbs.  (enough  to  plant  one  acrel.  .81.2o.  By  freight  or  express,  at  (lur- 
chaser's  expense:  Beck,  title;  i/U  bu..  .lil.OO;  I to  .7  bn.,  ifl.OO;  5 to  10  bu.,  $1..8U 
per  bu.  Bags  free.  If  wanted  iu  the  ear,  crated,  add  7oc  per  bu. 


Silver  King — Extra  Early — A Corn  for  Northern  States 

OR  LATE  PLANTING  IN  THE  SOUTH 


Babliii,  W Va.,  March  30,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Replying  to  your  letter 
would  say,  I am  always  on  the  look  out 
for  the  best  seeds,  and  bought  some  of 
your  Diamond  Joe’s  White  seed  corn, 
two  years  ago,  and  got  excellent  results, 
I raised  187  bushels  on  one  acre.  I 
also  got  some  of  your  .Teriisalem  corn 
at  the  same  time,  and  some  Mammoth 
Tour  Pumpkin,  which  gave  me  excellent 
good  crops. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  W.  LAKE. 

Clay  County,  Ills.,  April  24,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — A few  years  ago  I bought 
from  you  some  Seed  Corn,  and  Seed 
Oats,  from  which  I have  raised  some 
bumper  crops;  Com  was  Diamond  Joe's 
Big  Early  White.  Last  year  we  suf- 
fered a ver.v  severe  drouth  and  had 
almost  a failure,  so  did  not  save  any 
seed  corn  : therefore  am  sending  to  you 
again  for  my  seed.  Please  ship  at  once. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  ALMAXRODE. 


Development  and  Early  History  of  Silver  King 

Attention  was  first  directed  to  Silver  Kin^r  t orn  throug:h  the  eft’orts  of  Mr.  H.  .J.  tioddard  <»f  WinnishieU  County,  la.,  W'inni- 
hliiek  County  being’  one  <»f  the  extreme  northern  <’ounties  of  Iowa  (bordering  on  the  State  of  .Minnesota),  who  ifi  his  day 
ranked  as  the  foremost  corn  breeder  in  Iowa.  Its  origin  can  he  traced  ba<*k  to  Indiana,  for  it  was  hroiighf  from  that  state 
to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  In  Mr.  (joddard  secured  a half  bushel  of  this  seed.  The  possibilities  of  developing 

a superior  type  or  variety  from  the  stock  so  appealed  to  him  that  he  continued  to  grow  it,  selecting  ea<*li  year  the  type  of  ear 
which  <*ame  nearest  liis  ideal.  This  has  ha<l  much  to  do  with  the  present  uniform  type  of  the  <‘orn.  While  he  gave  special 
attention  to  early  maturity,  at  the  same  time  he  selected  an  ear  of  good  size,  deep  kernels  and  comparatively  small  cob,  and  with 
little  space  between  the  rows. 


♦ In  order  to  insure  a good  yield  the  filod^lanls  attempted  to  get  a corn  which  woubi  grow*  no  stalks  that  were  barren  or 
uliich  bore  siuall  nubbins.  'I’hey  did  nol  <‘onsider  more  than  one  ear  per  stalk  ohjectional>le  provided  the  ears  were  well  de- 
velope<l.  So  when  this  c*orn  is  planted  on  go<ul  soil  its  leii<lene>  to  prolific  production  is  very  noticeable,  many  hills  with  three 
stalks  producing  four  or  fi\e  good  ears.  Fveii  six  good  ears  have  been  ioiiiid  in  such  hills. 

Space  will  nol  allow  a detailed  statement  of  first  prizes,  sweeptakes  anil  grand  cham|>ionships  won  on  Silver  King  corn  by 
these  two  Iowa  hoys  since' this  corn  was  first  hroiiglit  to  tlieir  farm.  But  with  its  intro<luction  there  eaiue  a new  source  of  income, 
for  not  only  has  the  yield  of  <’orn  been  in<-reased  an<l  its  (lualily  improveil,  hut  the  numerous  (irizes  which  have  been  won 
during  the  five  years  of  its  cultivation  on  this  farm  approximate  5j»l,‘i00. 

In  the  1007  report.  Professor  IMoore  states  that  in  trials  carried  on  at  the  Wisconsin  Experimental  Station  that  year,  yield 
of  08.fi  l»iishels  per  u<*re  was  sc<-urcd.  whi<h  at  that  limo  was  the  largest  yield  ever  semired  tliere  from  any  variety  and  the 
average  yield  for  the  whole  state  for  three  years  was  57  bushels  as  i'onipared  with  38  bushels,  the  average  of  all  other  varieties. 

I)ESrRIPTI05r:  In  appearance  the  <*orn  is  a beauty.  Ears  averaging  eight  to  ten  inches,  always  filled  mil  to  the  tips, 
and  very  uniform  in  size  and  t>pe.  The  corn  is  pure  white  in  color  witli  good  length  kernels  set  compactly  in  straight  rows. 

It  is  a strong  grower,  early  enough  to  mature  as  far  north  as  St.  Paul,  .Minnesota,  and  is  especially  adapted  to  resist  cool  weather. 

It  has  a decided  double-ear  chara<*teristie,  one  reason  for  its  fine  yield  records. 

VAEFE.  We  feel  that  we  can  hardly  rate  the  value  of  this  eorn  too  high.  It  gets  ripe  and  it  produces  (he  yield.  Professor 
JMoore  of  Wisconsin  Experiment  Station  says,  “PFSII  IT  HARD,  IT  WIFE  STAND  IT.**  Hundreds  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  swear  by  SILVER  KIN(J. 

PRICES:  Sample  ear,  postpaid,  *J.5c ; I Ih..  postpaid.  ‘J5c : 3 Ihs.,  fiOe ; 7 Ihs.  (enough  to  plant  one  acre),  $1.25.  By  Express 

or  freight:  Pe<‘k,  7.5c;  VL*  hu..  $1.10;  I hii.,  $2.50;  2 hu..  .$1.75;  5 bu.  and  upwards,  $2.25  i>er  hu.  Bags  includeil. 
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Ratekin’s  Pride  of  Nishna  Yellow  Dent  Corn 


THE  ABOVE  ILLUSTKATES  THE  HIGHEST  TYPE  OE  THIS  lAMOUS  CORN. 


Ppirl#»  irtf  NieVinn  This  gruml  variety  of  Yellow  Dent  Coni  was  origiuateil  liy  iny  fatlier  forty-seven  years  ago,  when  he 
1 riUC  IVlsllIlcl  fli'st  settled  in  southwestern  Iowa  on  a farm,  and  was  tlie  first  yellow  corn  introdueed  by  us,  thirty-one 

years  ago,  when  we  liegan  the  seed  corn  business.  At  that  time,  in  maUing  selections  of  ears  for  photographic  illustration,  we  did 
not  have  in  mind  present-day  ideas  of  some  of  the  seed  corn  specialists,  but  simply  went  to  our  corn  and  selected  common  ears 
of  medium  size  that  fairl.v  represented  variations  and  character.  But  in  making  selection  for  the  above  illustration  we  have  tried  to 
match  them  as  nearly  as  we  could,  but  when  you  look  upon  a beautiful  illustration  like  the  above  don’t  be  carried  away  with  the 
idea  that  every  ear  of  corn  you  get  or  that  you  grow  from  it  is  going  to  be  just  like  the  picture  you  see,  but  from  a field  of 
this  corn  you  can  select  plenty  of  ears  as  good,  and  as  near  perfect  as  they  represent,  and  liy  saving  and  planting  them  in  an 
isolated  plot  for  seed  and  w.-itching  them  closely,  keeping  a record  of  the  performances  of  each  ear  with  results,  and  cutting  out 
all  barren,  weak  and  sickly  stalks  before  they  begin  to  shed  and  scatter  their  pollen,  saving  the  best  and  most  perfect  ears  for 
seed,  you  will  then  have  begun  to  improve  your  yields  the  same  as  we  did  forty-seven  years  ago,  when  we  began  the  improvement 
of  corn. 

During  the  past  thirty-one  years  we  h.ive  sold  and  sent  out  no  less  than  a million  bushels  of  this  v.-iriety  for  seed — over 
seventy  thousand  bushels,  wholesale  and  retail  in  l!il4,  making  shipments  to  forty-two  of  the  forty-eight  states  of  this  Union, 
including  every  county  in  Iowa,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Iniliana  and  Ohio,  and  every  county  in  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  the  south  where 
corn  is  grown,  and  everywhere  it  has  proven  a great  success  and  a tremendous  yielder  and  top-uotcher,  always  maturing  in  100 
days  in  the  North  and  ninety  days  in  the  South. 

IVe  full.v  recommend  this  variety  for  any  county  in  the  states  of  Iowa,  lllinios,  southern  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  New 
York;  also  any  part  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  I’ennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  and  from  there  south  to  the  coast.  It  is  a spleudid 
ensilage  corn  for  states  and  localities  further  north  than  those  mentioned. 

While  this  corn,  owing  to  its  great  vigor  and  vitality,  does  well  on  poor,  thin,  s.indy  soil  or  old  land,  it,  like  other  va- 
rieties, does  best  on  strong,  rich  corn  land.  It  is  here  that  it  attains  its  highest  perfection  and  produce  the  heaviest  yields, 
often  making  ninety  to  100  bushels  per  acre. 

If  you  are  a feeder  you  will  find  no  corn  that  contains  more  nutritious  fattening'  (jualities  than  ‘T’ride  of  Nishna.”  If  you 

market  ydflr  crop  you  will  not  find  any  variety  that  will  market  more  bushels  of  goo<l.  sound,  well-matured  corn  j)er  acre.  No 

corn  growgt  will  make  an.v  mistake  in  planting  his  entire  crop  to  "Ratekin's  Pride  of  Nishna.”  We  know  whereof  we  speak  when 
we  give  .^ofi  this  advi<'e. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  Stalks  grow  S to  1”  feet  high,  dependent  on  the  land — hill  or  bottom  ground — stalks  strong  and  robust, 
ver.v  leafjj,  broad  blades  :ind  plenty  of  them,  m.-iking  an  excellent  fodder  or  ensilage  corn.  Roots  almost  eiiual  to  that  of  sorghum, 
always  resisting  wind  .-ind  storm  and  standing  up  well.  Kars  uniform  in  size  and  shape,  cylindrical  from  butt  to  tip,  running 
from  9 to  19  inches  long  and  7 to  8 inches  in  circumference,  containing  from  sixteen  to  twenty  rows  of  deep  kernels  solidly  set 

on  a medium  small  red  cob,  shelling  86  to  8S  per  cent  gr;iins  and  often  even  more.  A wagon  load  of  this  corn  weighs  out  two 

to  four  bushels  more  th.-ui  ordin;iry  varieties  of  corn,  thus  proving  its  solidit.v.  It  is  a golden  .vellow,  and  a big  crib  full  of  it 
is  a beautiful  sight  to  behold.  Its  potency  or  power  to  reproduce  is  so  great  that  neither  dry  or  wet  weather  influences  »its 
growth  and  maturity,  as  the.v  do  many  other  sorts.  B.v  long  and  continued  selection  the  barren,  weak  amt  sickl.v  stalks  have  been 
eliminated,  which  has  materially  increased  its  yielding  (|ualities.  It  is  .the  earliest  maturing  large  eared  yellow  corn  known  or 
grown,  always  making  itself  safely  and  soundly  beyond  danger  of  frost  in  from  ninety  to  lUI)  day's  good  corn  weather.  Our 
word  for  it.  it  will  |dease  you  in  ever.v  respect. 

PRICE:  Postp.'iid,  by  m:iil,  sample  ear.  2.vc ; I lb..  I'.'ic ; 'A  lbs.,  tide;  7 lbs.  (will  plant  one  .-icre'l,  .'jil.L’.'i;  by  freight  or  express 
at  purchaser’s  exjjense,  i)k.,  (lOc;  % bu..  •'id. 00;  1 bu..  .8'J.OO ; A Im.  or  over.  .sl.OO  tier  bushel.  B;igs  free,  f.  o.  b.  Shenandoah..  If 
wanted  in  car,  cnited,  :idd  7oc  i)er  bushel  to  ;ibove  prices.  'Pen  Imshel  .81.80. 


Hunt  County.  'I'exas,  .Ian.  lOth. 

Ratekin’s  Seed  House; 

I have  not  received  your  Seed  Catalogue.  Please  send  one 
b.v  return  nniil. 

The  three  bushels  “PRIDE  OF  NISHN.Y,”  I got  from  you 
last  spring,  grew  the  best  crop  in  Hunt  county.  We  have  h.-id 
a series  of  dry  se:isons  in  'Texas  for  three  years,  culminating  In 
;i  general  burn-out  l.'ist  year.  Conditions  for  the  prep.-ir.-ition  of 
ground  were  never  better.  I plowed  my  ground  early  and  con- 
tinued to  work  it  thoroughly — meantime  sent  to  you  for  my 
seed.  I(  came  finer  tluin  silk,  :irriving  March  1st,  and  I planted 
next  day.  We  had  pr:ictic:illy  no  r.-iin  during  the  corn  growing 
season,  BC  r I GOT  SIXTY-FIVE  BU.SHELS  PER  .YCRE  FROYI 


YIV  ENTIRE  CROP  OF  TWENTY  ACRES.  Sure  it  is  drouth- 
jiroof.  JOHN  A.  ARNOLD. 

Pride  of  Nishna  and  Iowa  Silver  Mine  are  the  finest  corn  in 
this  country.  Estimated  yield  by  everybody  ninety  to  100 
bushels  per  acre.  MRS.  L.  E.  WEBS'TER, 

Tama  County,  Iowa. 

Had  splendid  luck  :ind  good  stand  of  corn  from  the  fifty 
bushels  of  Pride  of  Nishna  I got  from  you.  YVant  about  a 
thous;ind  iiounds  of  r:ipe  seed,  and  prefer  buying  from  you  if 
you  can  make  CMiual  prices  with  others. 

P.  JAN8EN  & SON, 

.Tansen,  Neb. 
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Ratekin”s  Mammoth  Iowa  Yellow  Dent 

FAMOUS  FOK  ITS  UNIFORM  L.AKGK  KARS,  HIGH  YIKUDING  QUAUITIES;  ALSO  ITS  EARLY  MATURITY. 


RATEKIN’S  MAMMOTH 
IOWA  YELLOW  DENT 


A variety  of  great  merit,  originated,  introduced 
and  named  by  us  in  1911,  and  as  anticipated,  it  has 
met  with  hearty  favor  vherever  it  has  been  trie(i 
and  te.sted.  Our  description  of  IIATEKIX’S  MAM- 
MOTH IOWA  YELLOW  DENT  Corn  consists  of 
I'l.un  statements  and  simple  tacts.  The  accompany- 
ing illustration  is  from  a ])hotograph  of  a medium 
sized  ear  of  this  com  and  will  give  you  a very 
accurate  idea  of  the  ears ; stalks  grow  from  8 to  12 
feet  in  heiglit,  dependent  upon  the  laud,  up-land  or 
l)ottom,  and  is  supported  by  a remarkaljle  root 
system  to  support  it's  large,  strong  roluist  stalks, 
thus  enabling  it  to  resist  heavy  winds  and  not  break 
over  or  blow  down ; ears  run  from  8 to  12  inches 
long,  very  symmetrical  and  containing  10  to  20  rows 
on  a medium  sized  red  cob;  kernels  of  more  than 
average  depth;  matures  safely  and  soundly  in  about 
100  days,  and  is  indeed  properly  named,  "Jlamiuoth 
Iowa  Y'eilow  Dent.”  lleaiitiful  in  it's  rich  golden 
yellow  color  and  even  size  from  butt  to  tip  of  ear. 
Certain  in  its  early,  quick  growth  and  maturit.v, 
and,  all  points  considered,  the  best  large  eared  early 
maturing  yellow  corn  up  to  date. 

R.YTEKIN’S  MAMMOTH  IOWA  YELLOW 
DENT  was  not  listed  in  our  catalog  until  after  six 
.vears  of  the  closest  and  most  critical  observation, 
careful  breeding,  selecting  and  improving  in  every 
possilde  way  to  bring  it  to  its  present  perfect  type. 
Jleantime  we  sent  out  trial  packages  to  thousands 
of  our  customers,  grattiiiously,  in  v:irious  localities 
all  over  the  United  States,  for  comparison  with  other 
well  known  varieties;  and  everywhere  it  gave  a.  good 
account  of  itself  and  made  a top  notch  record  as  a 
large  yielder  also  owing  to  it's  liroad  ciosely  set 
t)lades  and  foliage  it  was  highly  recommended  for 
fodder  and  ensilage  purposes.  We  can  fully  recom- 
mend this  splendid  new  variety  to  our  customers 
everywhere,  and  assure  them  Ib.at  they  will  make 
no  mistake  in  planting  largely  of  it.  FRIt’E:  post- 
paid Ear  2.0C ; 1 lb.,  25c;  i!  lbs.,  dOc ; 7 lbs,  (enough 
to  plant  one  acre)  .'<].2.'':  By  freight  or  express  not 
prepaid,  t'k-.  doc;  % bu,,  .81.25  1 bu.,  .$2.25;  2 bu.. 
.$-1.25;  5 bu.  and  over,  $2.00;  If  w;inted  in  ear  crated 
add  75c  per  bushel  to  above  prices. 


Kossouth  County,  Iowa,  Nov  20,  1914. 

RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  Shenandoah,  Iowa. 

Gentlemen  : — I thought  you  might  be  interested 
to  know  what  success  I had  from  the  five  bushels  of 
Mammoth  Iowa  Yellow  dent  seed  corn  I ol>taine<l 
from  you  last  spring.  It  w.is  pl.inted  May  10th  to 
12th  on  35  acres  clover  sod  ground  and  had  good 
cultivation  and  a favorable  se.-ison  and  I Imve  just 
husked  and  gathered  3125  bushels  of  the  finest  sound 
well  matured  corn  I have  grown  in  Northeim  low.i 

in  20  years.  Y ery  truly  .V"iir«.  ,x-  RaleKiii’a  MuuiiuutU  Iowa  Yellow 

JOHN  N.  LEXERTON. 


In  some  of  the  principal  Corn  growing  states  of 
the  West,  it  has  no  equal,  and  reports  from  many 
other  states  are  very  flattering.  The  Iowa  Experi- 
ment Station  report  of  1901  gave  the  Reid’s  Y'eilow 
Dent  an  average  of  100  bushels  per  acre,  while  the 
Agricultural  Students’  Union  of  Ohio  in  1903  gave 
it  a yield  of  14  per  cent,  above  all  other  varieties. 
As  a winner  of  prizes  from  the  YY'orld’s  Fair  at 
Chicago  in  1803,  and  at  Western  Corn  carnivals  and 
shows  down  to  the  present  time,  it  stands  at  the 
head.  PRICE:  Postpaid,  by  mail,  sample  ear,  25c; 
1 11).,  25c;  3 lbs.,  60c;  7 lbs.  (will  plant  one  acre), 
.$1.25.  By  freight  or  express,  at  purchaser's  expense: 
I’eck  COc;  % bu.,  .$1.00;  1 bu.  to  5 bu.,  $2.00;  6 to  10 
bu.  and  over.  $1.90  per  bushel.  Bags  free,  on  board 
cars  here.  If  wanted  in  ear,  crated,  add  75c  per 
bushel  to  above  prices. 


Resists  Drought  auil  Scorching 
Heat  Better  Than  Any  Other  Va- 
riet.v. 


jiReid’s  Yellow  Dent  A Thoroughbred  Yellow  Dent 

The  Most  Popular  Yellow  Dent  Corn 

in  the  Great  Central  Corn  Belt.  If  an.v  seed  can  triilj'  be  called  pedigreed,  the 

Reid’s  Yellow  Dent  F'ield  Corn  is  certainly  entitled 
to  be  known  as  such,  as  its  history  dates  many  years 
back.  It  has  been  bred  up  and  selected  with  pains- 
taking care  to  what  is  at  the  present  time  one  of 
the  best  varieties  of  yellow  corn  grown.  Ear  medium 
in  size,  remarkably  uniform,  and  of  a bright  yellow 
color,  with  solid,  deep  grain  and  small  red  cob.  Has 
from  18  to  24  rows  of  kernels  on  the  cob,  50  to  60 
grains  in  tbe  row,  and  is  well  filled  over  the  ends, 
and  especially  the  butt,  leaving  a small  slmnk,  wbic.-ii 
makes  it  a great  favorite  with  buskers.  Best  shred- 
ding sort,  as  it  shatters  the  least  of  any  by  actual 
test. 
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Ratekin’s  Gold  Standard  Learning 


The  King  of  Cattle  Corn  uf.  j%'. 

Learning-  in  Ohio  in  1826,  and  was  first  inf rriiUi<'e(l  into  this 
jiart  of  Iowa  forty  years  ago.  t),v  pioneer  settlers  who  eame 
here  from  Uliio.  Even  at  that  early  date,  long  before  Svi- 
eutifie  corn  breeding  was  much  tallied  of,  it  was  noted  for 
its  nniforniity  and  purity,  also  its  distinct  charaeteristics, 
and  is  extensively  grown  by  stock  feeders  everywhere. 
Sim-e  its  first  introduction  many  strains  ami  varieties  of 
Dent  Corn  have  been  started  from  this  oldest  known  vari- 
ety. but  during  all  the  years  we  have  grown  it  we  have 
adhered  to  ami  followed  the  original  type  started  with. 
However,  by  careful  selection  year  after  year,  we  have 
greatly  improved  this  excellent  variety  until  it  cannot  be 
excelled. 

KATKKIN’S  IIMPKOVLD  (iOLO  (STAND.AKD  LK.liM- 
ING  is  known  as  the  KIXG  OF  CATTLE  FEEDERS’  CORN. 

Not  only  this,  but  a great  corn  for  horses,  hogs  and  sheep. 
There  is  none  better.  Being  rich  in  protein  and  oil,  it  is 
the  ideal  from  a feeder's  standpoint.  The  cob  is  more 
easily  crushed  and  masticated  by  cattle  than  most  other 
varieties.  In  addition  to  its  large  grain  yields  it  is  grown 
very  extensively  in  the  East.  New  England,  New  York, 
Penns.vlvania  and  Northern  Ohio  and  Indiana  also  in  Mich- 
purposes  of  which  it  makes  and  gives  a wonderful  supply 


igan,  AVisconsin,  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  for  ensilage  and  fodder 
of  blades  and  leaves. 

DESCRIPTION:  It  grows  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  in  height,  dependent  on  ground,  hill  or  bottom  land.  The  ears  are 

uniform  and  of  good  size,  and  set  from  three  to  four  feet  from  the  ground:  medium  small  red  cob,  husks  easily;  ears  solid; 
surface  quite  smooth  for  dent  corn;  is  very  productive  and  an  Ideal  corn.  AVe  fullv  recommend  it  to  farmers  and  feeders  as  a 
most  excellent  variety. 

PRICE:  Postage  by  mail,  Siiraple  ear,  25c ; 1 lb.,  25c;  3 lbs.,  60c;  7 lbs.  (will  iilant  an  acrel,  $1.25.  By  freight  or  express  at 
purchasers  expense:  leek,  COc;  half  bu.,  $1.00;  1 bu.  to  5 bu.,  $1.90;  10  bu.  aud  over,  $1.80  per  bushel.  If  wanted  in  the  ear,  crated, 
add  Toe  per  bushel  to  above  prices. 


iTl 


— Tender 


This  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  large  medium  late  varieties. 
It  is  a very  productive  corn  where  seasons  will  permit  of  it  maturing, 
:md  it’s  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  ears  12  inches  long  that  weigh 
from  1 to  IV2  pounds  each.  The  stalks  grow  ten  to  twelve  feet  high, 
with  very  heavy  foliage,  which  makes  it  valuable  fodder  aud  en- 
silage. Legal  Tender  has  been  a great  premium  taker,  and  to  these 

who  want  a large  late  variety  of  coru  we  believe  you  will  find  it  a 
splendid- variety  and  tliat  it  will  become  a permanent  fixture  oil  your 
farm.  Under  favorable  conditions  this  variety  will  mature  in  115  to 
120  days,  and  seems  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  southern  states.  Our 

seed  stock  of  this  variety  is  pure  bred  of  inherited  stock,  and  you 

i:ui  depend  upon  it  giving  you  the  best  possible  results. 

I’RICE:  By  m;ul,  postpaid,  s:unple  ear,  25c;  1 lb.,  25c;  3 lbs., 
60c;  7 lbs.  (enough  to  phnit  one  :icrel,  .$1.25.  By  freight  or  express! 
;it  purch.-iser’s  expense:  Peck,  60c;  V<>  bu.,  .$1.00:  1 to  5 bu.,  $190-  C to 

1IA  I.,,  c-1  on  1.,,  ir  *1 ! .c  - , ’ 


10  bu.,  $1.80  per  bu. 
75c  per  bushel. 


B;igs  free.  If  wanted  in  the  ear,  crated,  add 


A Great  Com  for  Short  Seasons. 


I 


Pride  of  The  North 


This  variety  of  earl.v  corn  is  a great  favorite  in  the  extreme  northern  states.  It  is  a very  pure, 
handsome  Yellow  Dent.  The  ears  run  from  seven  to  nine  inches  long,  with  sm;ill  cob  and  deep 
kernels;  ears  usually  containing  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  rows;  seventy  pounds  e.-irs  shell  out  sixty-two  to  sixty-four  pounds; 
will  ripen  :ind  nmture  anjwhere  in  ninety  days;  can  be  planted  as  late  :is  .Inne  25th,  ;md  make  itself  by  September  lOth.  Good 
soil  is  cap:ible  of  growing  four  to  six  shilks  to  the  hill;  many  stalks  have  two  e;irs  and  usually'  produce  from  forty  'to  fifty 
bushels  good,  sonnil  corn  per  acre. 

I’RICE:  One  lb.,  'Joe;  3 lbs.,  CiOc ; 7 lbs.  (will  plant  one  :icre),  $1.25,  |his1  p:i  iil.  By  freight  or  ex[)ress:  I’eck,  65c;  % bu., 
$1.25;  1 bu.,  $2.25;  5 bn.  or  more,  $2.10  per  bu.  Bags  free  on  boar<l  cars  here. 


I 
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Ratekin’s  Improved  Calico  Corn 


Queen  of  Nishna  Extra  Early 

Tlie  EarlieKt,  Ilariliest.  >Ios(  ProduoUvc  Nin»‘f.v-Day  Coin  Grown. 


This  oorn  is  tlie  oUl  fashioned  kind,  and  has  alwa.vs  been  very  popular 
as  a feeding  corn,  and  for  many  .years  we  have  had  a great  demand  for  it, 
especially  from  stock  feeders.  So  great  has  been  tlie  dem.uid  for  this  exceltent 
feeding  'corn  that  we  have  given  greater  attention  lo  it  the  ji.ast  few  years 
tliaii  in  former  years.  Years  ago  we  found  a superior  type  of  this  corn,  grown 
by  a leading  corn  breeder  in  Kentucky,  from  whom  we  obtained  seed,  and 
since  acclimated  here  in  the  north  has  proven  a wonder,  and  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  we  can  say  we  have  the  best  strain  of  this  corn  that  can  be  found 
anywhere.  The  strain  is  of  the  large  eared  kind,  deep  grain  and  small  cob, 
thus  insuring  early  maturity.  The  ears  run  from  eight  to  eleven  inches  in 
length  and  measure  "^2  to  S’/i  inches  in  circumference.  It  is  a coml)ination 
in  color  of  red,  white  and  yellow  stripes.  It  is  full  of  protein  and  very  rich, 
stock  like  it  and  eat  it  in  preference  to  other  corn.  To  ail  those  in  want  of  one 
of  the  best  corns  for  stock  feeding,  we  can  say  we  are  in  a position  to  supply 
you  with  the  very  best  of  seed. 

PRICE:  By  mail,  postpaid,  sample  ear,  25c:  1 lb.,  2oc;  3 lbs.,  60c;  7 lbs. 
(will  plant  an  acre),  !j;].25.  By  freight  or  express:  Peck,  60e;  % bu.,  .'fl.OO;  1 
bu.  to  .5  bu.,  .$2.00  per  bu.  ; 5 to  10  bu.  .and  over,  .$1.90  per  bu.  Bags  free.  If 
wanted  in  the  ear,  <'rated,  add  T5c  per  Inishel  to  above  prices. 


(This  illustration  made  from  true  photograph.) 


This  I’orn  first  introduced  by  us  iu 
188.5,  the  following  ye:ir  after  we  engaged 
hi  the  seed  corn  business.  While  we  have 
tried  out  a great  many  early  varieties  of 
corn,  but  we  have  never  found  any  that 
equaled  it  in  earliness,  hardiness  and 
productiveness;  thus  we  have  found  it  a 
most  valuable  early  corn  for  field  cro]),  also 
for  late  planting.  It  seems  to  possess  a 
natural  faculty  of  growing  right  along 
through  wet  or  dry  and  making  a good 
i-rop  under  ednditions  that  ruin  other  sorts. 

We  have  sent  hundreds  of  bushels  of 
this  variety  to  farmers  of  North  and  South 
and  New  England  States:  also  lo  the  moun- 
tain States  of  the  West,  in  high  altitudes, 
where  the  nights  are  cool  and  seasons 
short;  and  where  early  varieties  are  re- 
quired. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  ears  hut  run 

from  seven  to  ten  inches  long;  sixteen  to 
twenty  rows  a golden  yellow  on  a small 
red  cob : stalks  grow  from  seven  to  ten  feet 
high,  under  ordinary  conditions  yieid  from 
fort.y  to  sixty  bushels  per  acre.  We  cannot 
recommend  this  corn  too  highly  and  are 
sure  that  no  farmer  will  make  any  mistake 
in  planting  this  excellent  variety.  PRICE: 
Sample  ear,  25e;  1 lb.,  25c;  3 lbs.,  60c;  7 
lbs..  .$1.25,  postpaid  or  prepaid  by  express 
to  any  point  in  the  United  States.  By 
freight  or  express  at  purchaser’s  expense: 
Peck,  75c;  Vz  bu.,  $1.40;  1 bu.,  $2.50;  10  bu. 
and  over  $2.25  per  bu.  Bags  free,  f.  o.  h. 
here. 


McHenry  Co.,  Ills.,  Oct.  30,  1914. 
RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE: 

Shenandoah,  Iowa. 

Gentlemen ; — I planted  20  acres  your 
Queen  Nishna  last  Spring,  .Tune  2nd  and 
3rd,  and  have  .iust  finished  gathering  it 
and  am  pleased  to  say  I obtained  an 
average  yield  of  sixty-five  bushels  per 
acre  or  KlOO  bushels.  It  matured  and  was 
fit  to  gather  and  crib  three  weeks  ahead 
of  our  ordinary  varieties, — Am  well  pleased. 

Trulv  vours, 

THO.MAS  RYAN. 


Pauls  Valley,  Oklahoma,  Oct.  15,  1914. 
R.VTEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE; 

Shenandoah.  Iowa. 

Gentlemen : — I thought  you  would  be 
pleased  to  know  that  the  four  bushels  of 
Improved  Calico  Seed  Corn  I got  from 
you  last  spring,  proved  every  thing  you 
claimed  for  it.  I have  just  lineshed  gather- 
ing my  crop  from  25  acres,  which  shelled 
out  14’25  bushels  of  the  finest  corn  I ever 
seen  go  into  our  market  here  and  am 
tileaSed  to  say  that  1 got  a premium  of  3 
cents  per  bushel  above  the  market  price  at 
liiuc  of  delivery.  Very  truly  voUrs, 

■lOHN  W.  WOY. 


Tarrant  Coun4v,  Texas — Seed  corn  arrired  today  in  good  condition.  Found  it  very  tine,  .^rn  well  pleased. 

I'AYEOR  BI.EVINS. 

■Marengo  (’ounty,  .\hc  1 found  Voiir  "QUEEN  OF  NISIIN'.A”  the  best  and  most  desirable  corn  bo-  c,,l.i  fepding  (hat  I have 
ever  seen.  I lie-_-.i:i  feeding  tins  c.in  last  season  on  third  day  of  .Tune,  S.  Ub  i‘0.\lPTi>\. 
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RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


Iowa  Gold  Mine— Early 


The  KarlieRt  to  IMature;  the  Purest  Yellow;  the  Deepest  Grain;  the  Best  Medlrnn  Early;  Between  the  Standard  Field  Varieties  and 

Extra  Early  Sorts. 


Iowa  f'olrl  Adino  Corn  is  more  widely  known  than  any  other  variety  grown  and  has  made  the  state  of  Iowa  famous  as 
lUWa  VXUlU  iViinC  the  mother  of  this  wonderful  Early  variety  of  yellow  corn.  It  is  listed  by  all  dealers  and  planted  in 
every  state  in  the  Union  and  in  Central  Europe,  South  America,  South  Africa,  Austria;  everywhere  that  corn  is  planted  or 
grown, 

DESCRIPTION:  It  is  a medium  early,  hetweeu  the  leading  and  best  standard  field  varieties,  such  ns  we  grow  for  100  bushel 
crop.s  in  the  central  corn  belt  of  the  north  and  west,  and  the  extra  early  sorts  that  mature  in  80  to  90  days  in  the  extreme 
northern  corn  growing  boundaries,  and  also  for  late  planting  and  replanting,  where  other  sorts  h.ave  failed  or  been  destroyed 
from  one  cause  or  another.  GOBI)  MINE  IS  A FAVORITE  in  its  class  with  every  farmer  who  ever  planted  it,  ripening  a few 
da.vs  later  than  Pride  of  North,  or  making  itself  in  about  90  davs.  Ears  are  not  large,  but  medium  in  size  and  very  sym- 
metrical; color  a bright  golden  yellow,  as  yellow  as  gold  itself;  grain  is  deep,  cob  small,  and  therefore  dries  out  early  and 
quickly.  Seventy  pounds  in  the  ear  will  shell  out  OH  to  63  pounds  of  shelled  corn,  leaving  but  7 to  8 pounds  for  cob.  It  is  very 
free  from  barren  stalks;  every  stalk  bears  from  one  to  two  good  ears,  running  from  8 to  10  inches  long,  thus  is  a very  heavy 
yielder  for  medium  between  extra  early  and  late  varieties.  The  above  are  honest,  fair  descriptions,  and  I am  sure  this  corn  will 
iiot  disappoint  your  best  expectations. 

PRICE  FOR  IOWA  GOED  MINE:  One  ear,  25c;  1 lb.,  25c;  3 lbs  60c;  7 lbs.  (enough  to  plant  one  acre),  §!1.25,  postpaid  or 
express  prepaid  to  any  point  in  the  United  States.  By  freight  or  express',  at  purchaser’s  expense ; Peck,  60c;  % bu.,  $1.00;  1 bu., 
$2.00;  5 bu.  or  more,  .$1.90.  Bags  Free. 


The  Alaska-Northwestern  Dent— Extra  Early 


An  Extra  Early  Full  Yellow  Dent  Corn.  Matures  Quickly. 

This  corn  is  in  a class  of  its  own  ; is  a Yellow  Dent.  It  was  introduced  by  us  six  years  ago  throughout  North  and  South 
Dakota,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan;  also  in  the  New  England  States,  where  the  season  for  corn  is  short;  everywhere 
our  customers  liave  l>een  greatly  pleased  and  loud  in  its  praise.  Dike  all  other  varieties  of  corn  it  gives  best  results  on  good 
ground.  Many  of  our  customers  have  grown  as  high  as  SEVENTY’-FIVE  BUSIIEBS  PER  ACRE  from  it.  Usually,  however,  it 
yields  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  bushels  on  good  ground  and  matures  in  eighty  days.  Under  ordinary  conditions  it  grows  to  the 
height  of  six  to  eight  feet;  average  distance  of  ears  from  ground  two  feet  and  a half.  The  ears  run  an  average  of  two  ears  to 
the  stalk  from  7 to  10  inches  long,  deep  grain  set  on  a smail  cob.  14  to  18  rows  on  cob,  and  so  sound  you  can  plant  very  early 
and  de|)end  on  99  to  100  per  cent  germinating  good  and  strong.  One  bushel  will  plant  seven  acres  of  ground.  Our  supply  of 
this  seed  is  limited.  You  will  do  well  (o  order  early. 

PRICE:  Samiile  ear,  25c;  1 lb.,  25c;  3 Ihs.,  60c;  7 lbs.,  .$1.25,  postpaid  or  express  prepaid.  By  freight  or  express  at  pur- 
chaser’s expense:  Peck.  $1.00;  half  bushel,  .$1.75;  1 bushel,  $.3.25;  5 bushels  and  over,  $3.00  per  bushel.  Bags  free. 


n 1-  I IT.,...!..  We  have  grown  WHITE  CAP  YELLOW  DENT  extensively 

White  Oent  iLAreCl  iliAEly  V ninety  several  .vears  and  regard  it  as  a ver.v  early  maturing  corn 

.and  enormous  yielder  for  an  early  corn.  It,  however,  is  not  quite  as  early  as  “Silver  King."  white,  or  “RATEKIN’S  QUEEN 
OF  NI.SHN.Y,”  "GOLD  ST.YND.YRD  90  D.YY’’’  of  “THE  .ALASK.Y  NORTHWEST  DENT,”  but  is  equally  as  early  as  “Pride  of  the 
North,"  and  wo  regard  it  as  a much  larger  yielder.  'The  grain  is  a white  cap,  the  balance  of  it  is  a pale  color  between  a white  and 
yellow.  All  those  who  have  grown  it  are  wonderfully  pleased  with  it,  and  the  increased  demand  for  it,  also  rei)orts  we  have  re- 
ceived about  it,  are  really  astonishing.  WHITE  CAP  YELLOW  DENT  CORN  has  come  to  stay.  I have  knwn  instances  plenty 
of  them  where  it  was  planted  .-is  late  as  .Tune  15th  and  it  produced  sixty,  seventy  and  eighty  bushels  of  good,  sound  corn  to  the 
acre. 

PRICE:  Shelled,  by  mail,  postpaid,  1 lb.,  25c;  ,3  lbs.,  60c;  7 lbs.,  $1.25.  By  freight,  .vour  exi>ense,  % bu..  60c;  % bu.,  $1.00;  1 
bu..  .$2.00;  2 bu.  or  more.  $1.90  per  bu.  Bags  free. 
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Ratekin’s  Dakota  Bloody  Butcher 


Katekiu’s  Dakota  Bloody  Butcher. 


Minnesota  No.  13  Yellow  Dent  Corn, 


Ratekin’s  Dakota  Bloody  Butcher  greaTVaU‘‘Ate^nu<fexte^^  grown 

in  North  and  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  as  well  as  in  the  Eastern 
and  New  England  States  and  states  of  high  altitinle  where  the  se.vsons  are  §hort.  It  is 
a large  yielder  among  the  early  sorts,  always  making  itself  safely  in  from  eighty  to  ninety 
days.  Besides  this  it  is  a variety  of  great  tenacity  to  resist  unfavorable  conditions,  such 
as  extreme  wet  or  dry. 

DESCRIPTION : The  ears  run  from  10  to  12  inches  long,  with  twelve  to  sixteen  rows 
of  solid  compact  grains  of  a reddish  flesh  color,  and  of  a very  nutritious  character  for 
feeding,  one  bushel  going  almost  as  far  as  114  bushels  of  ordinary  varieties.  It  usually 
makes  a yield  of  from  thirty-live  to  fifty  bushels  per  acre  under  normal  conditions.  We  can 
fully  recommend  it  for  planting  everywhere  that  <iuick  maturing  varieties  are  required. 
PRICE:  Sample  ear,  25c;  1 II).,  25c;  3 lbs.,  50c;  7 lbs.,  .$1.00,  postpaid  or  prepaid  by  express 
to  any  point  in  the  Enited  States.  By  freight  or  express  at  purchaser’s  expense:  Pk.,  C5c; 
14  l>u.,  $1.25 ; 1 bu.,  $2.25 ; 5 bu.  and  over,  $2.10.  Bags  free. 


Minnesota  No.  13  Corn 

To  Prof.  W.  M.  Hays,  formerly  agriculturist  at  the  Minnesota  State  Experimental 
Station,  now.  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Washington  D.  C.,  is  ilue  the  iionor  of 
having  originated  this  valuable  extra  early  yellow  dent  corn.  Not  only  is  it  fully  as 
early  as  any  of  the  dent  corns,  but  its  record  of  heavy  yields  is  such  as  to  mark  it  iis 
distinctly  and  undoubtedly  the  most  profitable  of  all  the  yellow  dent  varieties.  It  was  the 
remarkable  productiveness  of  the  Minnesota  No.  13  Corn  that  led  Prof.  Hays  to  say:  “The 
inherited  quality  of  corn  to  yield  heavily  or  poorly  all  comes  in  the  seed  planted,”  and 
never  was  the  truth  of  this  statement  better  exemplified  than  in  Minnesota  No.  13.  Much 
time  and  lal>or  was  expended  by  Prof.  Hays  and  his  st;iff  of  assistants  in  breeding  ami 
perfecting  this  strain.  It  w:is  first  disseminated  as  Minnesotii  No.  13  Corn,  the  intention 
Ijeing  to  later  give  it  an  appropriate  name,  but  it  has  since  become  so  widely  known  as 
Minnesota  No.  13  that  it  must  continue  to  be  so  known.  The  Directors  of  the  Minnesota 
Experiment  Station  consider  it  the  best  yellow  dent  corn  for  Minnesota,  North  and  South 
Dakota  and  Wisconsin;  other  stations  agree  iu  this  opinion.  Mr.  .lohn  S.  Cole,  Assistant 
Agriculturist  at  the  Brookings,  South  I'akota  Experiment  Station,  says:  “At  the  county 
fair  held  here  Mr.  George  N.  Kenuard  exhibited  one  bushel  of  Minnesota  No.  13  Corn  that 
I consider  the  finest  Siimple  of  yellow  dent  corn  that  has  ever  been  displayed  here.  Mr. 
Kennard's  corn  was  raised  on  clover  sod,  and  is  estimated  to  yield  from  sixty  to  eighty 
bushels  an  acre.” 

The  ears  are  of  handsome  appearance,  bearing  sixteen  to  twenty  rows  of  bright, 
rich  yellow,  smooth,  wedge-shaped  kernels  packed  closely  on  the  cob  from  butt  to  tip. 
The  ears  average  eight  iiu'hes  iu  length  and  are  borne  usually  two  on  a stalk.  No  corn 
excels  iu  quality  Minnesota  No.  13;  the  cobs  are  well  filled  and  the  individual  kernels 
plump  and  of  good  color. 

Minnesota  No.  13  thoroughly  matures  in  ninety  days  when  planted  on  favorable  soil 
.and  in  a good  location  and  places  it  out  of  danger.  A variety  of  corn  which  will  show 
such  valu.able  characteristics  is  an  acquisition  on  any  fjirm,  especially  for  planting  in  the 
North  where  early  frosts  are  common,  or  for  late  planting.  It  may  be  planted  as  late  as 
the  second  week  in  .June  and  yet  safely  mature  a crop. 

Another  point  to  which  particular  attention  should  be  directed  is  its  adaptability 
to  changes  in  soil  and  climate.  Many  varieties  fail  to  do  well  when  sub.iected  to  new 
conditions.  Minnesota  No.  13  Corn,  however,  will  thrive  and  produce  abundantly  on  most 
any  soil,  and  will  do  remarkably  well  under  adverse  conditions  wjien  other  varieties  fail 
entirely. 

The  stalks  grow  to  a height  of  seven  to  nine  feet,  and  being  leafy  make  excellent  and 
very  nutritious  fodder. 

We  consider  this  a most  valuable  corn  to  grow,  as  do  also  the  various  experiment 
stations  we  have  mentioned. 

We  especially  wish  to  impress  upon  the  intending  purchaser  one  fact,  and  that  is 
the  importance  of  ordering  early.  Every  spring,  for  several  years,  our  supply  of  Minnesota 
No.  13  Corn  has  become  exhausted  before  the  season  was  over,  thus  disappointing  many 
of  our  customers.  When  the  supply  is  gone  it  will  be  impossibls  to  fill  further  orders  for 
this  variety,  as  we  will  not  send  out  anything  but  genuine  seed  of  high  germination.  PRICE: 
Large  pkt.,  10c;  lb.,  25c;  3 lbs.,  70c,  postpaid.  By  express  or  feirght.  Postpaid,  1 lb.,  25c; 
3 11)S.,  70c;  7 lbs.  (enough  to  plant  one  acre),  $1.25.  By  express  or  freight  at  purchaser’s 
expense:  Pk.,  75c;  % bu.,  .$1.40;  1 bu.,  $2.50;  5 bu.  :ind  over,  $2.25  per  bu.  Bags  free. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  Shenandoah,  Iowa. 

Gentlemen  : — I am  sending  you  by  this  mail  a sample  ear  of  Miuuesot.a  No.  13  grown 
from  the  seed  1 got  from  you  last  S|>ring.  I regard  this  corn  as  not  only  one  the  best, 
but  the  very  best  and  most  prolific-extra  early  varieties  I have  ever  found  ;iud  exceptionally 
well  suited  to  a latitude  of  short  seasons.  My  entire  crop  will  make  an  average  yield  of 
safely  sixty  bushels  per  acre  and  practically  every  ear  is  sound  enough  to  make  good  seed. 

HERMAN  SCHMIDT,  Bowman  County,  N.  D.,  Dec.  1st,  1914. 
RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  Shenandoah,  Iowa:  Oct.  20th,  1914. 

Gentlemen : — I sent  to  you  last  spring  for  some  of  your  Minnesota  No.  13  Seed 
Corn.  My  neighbors  told  me  not  to  plant  it,  that  Iowa  grown  seed  corn  woubl  not  mature 
here,  but  I took  chances  and  planted  it.  As  a result  I have  grown  a crop  that  nnide  two 
bushels  to  the  acre  to  where  these  gooi]  sanniritans  made  but  one  and  my  crops  were  out  of 
the  way  of  frost  ahead  of  theirs.  “GOOD  ENOUGH.”  “Those  who  laugh  last,  laugh  best.” 

Sincerely  yoijrs, 

JOHN  HOLTHOUZER. 


Gnrviii  County.  Okl:iIioin;i,  Murrii  10,  1014. 

GeuUomeu : — My  father  sent  to  you  for  a small  (luantit.v  of  your  Diaiiioiui  .Toe’s  I'.ig  Karly  White  seed  corn  last  year  and 
wo  have  found  if  such  a great  success  here  I am  iuclosiug  you  my  order  for  six  and  one  fourth  bushels.  I’lease  ship  at  ome, 
to  I’auls  Valley,  Okla.,  W.  W.  SIIOKH. 

Henry  Co.,  Mo..  iUarcIi  L’4th.  10.14. 

Miiclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds.  I stml  fo  you  (wo  .years  ago  for  some  Tdamond  .foe's  Big  White  ami  can  frntlifull.v 
leslify  tliat  if  w.is  the  finest,  seed  .•iiid  gave  (he  liest  results  of  au.v  corn  I ever  plante<l.  When  it  came  I was  offered  twice  what 
it  cost  me,  hut  did  md.  accept  it,  uor  woifld  1 have  taken  §510.00  per  bushel  for  it.  Yours, 

.1.  T.  BUNCH. 

Oueiil.i  Co.,  Wisconsin,  AiJi'll  1014.  • 

Gentlemen: — ICnclosed  find  my  onler  for  Hiamond  .Toe'.s  Big  Marly  While  New  Alberta,  Canada  Oats  and  some  of  youi* 
Neijraska  Dr.v-land  AIf.alfa  seeds.  I sent  to  yon  two  years  ago  for  some  of  this  com  and  it  proved  to  l>e  the  best  fodder  and  en- 
silage for  lids  Latitude  1 h.ave  ever  seen.  1 planted  it  along  the  Soo  r.ailroad  track  and  it  maile  smdi  ;i,  marvelous  growth,  growing 
12  to  10  feet  high,  that  it  attracted  passengers  on  the  railroad  train  and  on  several  different  occasions  the  train  stopped  for 
passengers  to  look  at  uuy  corn  field.  M.an.v  of  the  stalks  contained  three  and  four  ears  and  my  crop  made  over  :?.0  tons  of  fodder 
to  the  acre,  and  most  of  this  fodder  I sold  at  iflo.OO  per  ton.  Kindly  rush  seed  along.  Very  trul.y  yours, 

C.  S.  KETTNMR. 
filenn.  Kentm  ky,  March  0,  1!)14. 

Mnclosed  find  .'il1..i0  for  which  send  me  .voiir  Heme  Garden  <'ollection  of  4(1  varieties  of  vf'get.able  seeds.  1 luirchased  mv 
seeds  from  you  last  year  .-ind  was  delighted  with  rcsulls  from  them.  " >iKS,  N.\\(’Y  BUCM.MOKM. 


•\  Great  Corn  for  Short  Seasons.  EXTRA  E.VRJLY  YELLOW  DENT.  Beats  Earl.v  Drouth  and  I'l'ost. 


The  (a)mmauding  points  of  excellence  which  places  B.atekin's  (earliest)  Gold  Staud.ard-  D.n.v  Corn,  at  the  head  of  all  .yellow 
deni  varieties  for  extreme  northern  latitudes  and  planting  are  its  Earliness.  Its  enormous  Productiveness.  Its  adaptability  to  a 
gr(?at  variety  of  climates  and  soil. 

It  is  the  early  maturing  Y'ellow  Dent  Corn  you  have  been  looking  for.  The  stalks  grow  from  seven  to  ten  feet  high,  depend- 
ing on  the  land  it  is  planted  on;  sets  ears  about  three  feet  from  the  ground;  ears  run  from  eight  to  ten  inches  long,  with  sixteen 
to  twenty  rows,  deep  grains  set  on  a sni.-ill  red  cob,  and  shells  out  sixty  to  sixty-four  pounds  per  seventy  pounds  of  ears, 
it  is  a pure  bred  corn;  every  stalk  producing  two  good  ears,  yields  from  forty  to  60  bushels  per  acre,  and  will  be  ready  to  husk 
and  crib  for  feeding  and  market  fully  three  weeks  ahead  of  ordin.-iry  varieties.  We  can  conscientiously  recommend  this  corn  as 
the  acme  of  perfection  in  early  m.-itnring  and  as  a wonderful  yiebler,  and  cannot  too  strongly  urge  every  farmer  to  plant  liberally 
of  it,  for  an  early,  quick  m.ituring  corn-  where  late  or  replanting  is  necessitated  from  .any  cause. 

We  have  received,  reports  from  fully  30  per  cent  of  those  wlio  planted  of  it  last  season  and  without  exception  and  from 
everywhere  come  the  most  glowing  accounts  of  the  performance  of  this  variety,  both  in  early  maturity  and  yields.  We  fully 
recommend  it^  to  corn  growers  everywhere,  and  especially  where  the  seasons  are  short,  or  where  wanted  for  early  feed  or 
for  late  planting,  it  will  make  a good  crop  if  [ilanted  an.v  time  before  Tune  25fh.  From  every  point.  Including  productiveness, 
.vield  and  early  maturit.v,  dcidh  of  grain,  solidity  of  ear  and  smallness  of  cob,  our  GOLD  ST.YNDAKD  stands  at  the  head  of  them 

all.  Don’t  wait,  but  send  your  order  now.  It  will  cost  you  no  more,  if  as  much,  as  to  send  later;  then  by  getting  your  seed  early 

you  have  it  at  hand  when  you  are  ready  to  plant. 

I’KIf'K:  1 lb.,  ’T-bc;  1 ear,  ’Joe;  3 lbs..  Ode;  7 lbs.  (enough  to  plant  an  acre  of  ground),  .'fl,25,  post[).iid  or  by  express,  prepaid 

to  any  point  in  the  United  States.  B.v  freight  or  exi>ress  at  purchaser’s  expense:  Peck,  80c;  14  bn..  1 bu.,  .$2.7.5;  5 hu.  and 

over,  .$2.50  [ler  bu. ; bags  included.  If  wanted  in  the  car,  crated,  add  75c  per  bushel  to  foregoing  i)rices. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 

RATEKIN’S  EARLIEST  GOLD  STANDARD— 90  DAY  CORN 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH.  IOWA 
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Extra  Early  Flint  Varieties  Seed  Corn 


DIBBLE’S  MAMMOTH  YELLOW  FLINT. 

(Our  stock  of  Flint  Corn  is  all  shelled. i 
Kvery  year  from  June  to  September  we  deyole  our  (iiiie  looking 
after  and  investigating  different  sections  of  the  i-oniitry  to  find  the 
varieties  best  adaiited  to  tiie  various  climate  cuTiditions.  \\'liiie  in 
northern  New  York  some  years  ago  on  an  insi>ei-ting  tour  we  found 
a Flint  Corn  known  over  northern  New  York  and  the  New  Fngland 
States  as  “DIBBLK’S  MAMJIOTH  YELBOW  FLINT.”  and  everywhere 
was  extolied  as  the  most  wonderful  of  all  Flint  "varieties.  So  favor- 
ably impressed  were  we  from  what  we  saw  of  it  and  what  farmers 
toki  ns  we  went  directly  to  the  originator,  and  procured  a supply 
of  seed  stock  for  our  planting  purposes.  Since  then  we  have  been 
growing  it  with  most  satisfactory  results  and  have  soldi  and  sent  it 
to  about  every  part  of  the  United  States  and  especially  all  over  the 
Dakotas,  Minnesota.  Northern  Wisconsin,  Jliihigan,  New  Y’ork  and 
the  New  England  States.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  earliest,  best  and 
most  productive  flint  corn  grown  and  a variety  well  adapted  to 
about  any  place  where  any  kind  of  corn  will  succeed,  't'he  stalks 
average  9 to  111  feet  high,  dependent  upon  ground,  e.ich  stalk  bearing 
from  one  to  three  good  ears.  It  leaves  very  profusely,  nearly  to  the 
ground,  and  both  the  leaves  and  stalks  are  very  nutritious  and  stock- 
cat  every  vestige  of  the  stalks  as  welt  as  the  leaves  or  blades.  The 
ears  average  from  10  to  15  inches  in  length.  It  is  very  early  to  ma- 
ture, and  if  i)lanted  late  or  when  the  ground  is  warm  it  will  ripen 
and  be  ready  for  the  knife  yvithin  sixty  to  seventy-five  days  from 
pliinting.  The  seed  we  furnish  our  customers  is  from  Imnd  picked 
ears,  running  ten  inches  and  over  in  iength,  thoroughly  dry,  well 
cured  and  can  be  depended  upon  to  grow  almost  to  a grain. 

Owing  to  the  superior  advantages  of  this  i-orn  over  other  sorts 
of  its  class  we  want  to  urge  all  who  grow  corn  in  the  far  north, 
where  the  seasons  are  short  and  where  frost  may  he  exjiected  the 
last  of  August  to  September  1st.  to  order  early.  i'KICE:  1 lb.,  25c; 
3 lbs.,  (illc ; 7 lbs.,  .fl.flD;  postage  or  exi>ress  prepaid  to  any  i)oint  in 
the  Fniteil  States.  Ily  freight  or  express,  not  prejiaid,  peck,  C.5c; 
bushel  •‘?2.2.5;  2 bushels  or  more  at  .S2.2.5 ; 10  bushels,  .S2.2.5.  Dags  free. 
Ualf  bushel,  .fl.30. 


Urbana,  Ohio,  May  G,  1014. 
Katekin's  Seed  House: — I sent  to  you  some  time  ago  for  some  seed 
corn,  in  the  ear,  ami  when  I received  it  I made  an  ear  selection, 
taking  a few  kernels  from  each  ear.  There  were  10  ears  in  one  bushel 
that  did  not  look  like  the.v  woubi  grow,  but  I tested  kernels  from 
them  s.'ime  as  the  others,  and  out  the  whole  of  them  there  was  not 
a kernel  but  what  produced  .-i  strong  healthy  sprout.  I now  find 
I shall  want  a small  ainonnt  of  some  early  variet.v  for  late  planting 
and  have  selected  your  QUEEN  (IF  NISHNA  and  am  enclosing  order 
and  remitt.iuce  for  it.  I’lease  ship  by  express  at  once. 

Truly  yours, 

J.  U.  FOSTED. 

Lincoln  (.'onnty.  Miss.,  .Inl.v  31st. 
Katekin's  .Seed  House,  Shenandoah,  Iowa  : 

Gentlemen; — Y'onr  "Silver  Mine"  ami  "ilianiond  .Toe"  Seed  ('oi-n 
h.-is  jiroved  our  salvation  hero  this  year  on  account  of  its  earliness 
in  getting  ahead  of  the  dr.v  weather.  On  one  measured  acre  we 
gafliered  seventy-five  bushels  of  "Silver  .Mine.”  We' are  now  raising 
a croi)  of  "Pride  of  Nishna"  on  tlie  s.-ime  ground.  Our  neighbor 
(•ailed  ns  foolish  when  we  iilanted  ,vonr  northern  seed  corn,  but  now 
the  laugh  is  oti  the  other  side,  as  the  best  an.v  of  them  have  done  is 
about  twenty-five  bushels  per  acre.  Yon  can  count  on  ns  a |>ermaneut 
patron  in  the  future.  We  also  wish  to  thank  yon  for  |(rom'pt.  all 
round  courteous  treatment  during  the  whole  time  we  have  been  doing 
business  with  yon.  Y’oni'S  ver.v  truly, 

CAI’T.'f.  a.  JEMIGAN.  Mgr. 


SANFORD’S 

WHITE 

FLINT 

Handsomest 
of  all  Flints 


-Vn  S-rowed  white  variety,  with  ears  from  ten  to  fifteen  inches  long,  (wo  to  two  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter,  and  well 
filled  iiut  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  cob.  The  cob  is  small  and  the  kernel  large  and  broad;  ripens  in  seventy-five  days.  This 
corn  is  well  adapted  to  the  northwest  also  in  the  east  and  New  Tlngland  States  and  is  saiil  to  have  produced  '2tl0  bushels  of  ears 
lo  the  acre  in  .Massachusetts  ami  (jther  New  England  States.  Has  given  excellent  results  in  Minnesota.  I he  Dakotas  and  other 
northern  stales.  Excellent  for  ensil.-ige.  Stalks  are  very  leafy,  sidemlid  for  feeding  green.  PliirR:  I’.-icket,  .5c;  lb.,  2.5c;  3 lbs.. 
GOc,  postpaid.  Dy  freight  or  exiu'css,  not  prepaid:  Peck,  G5c  : (A  bn.,  .$1.20;  I bn.,  S2.'_’5:'2  bn.  or  more,  S2.25  per  bn. 


W.'irren  County,  Ky..  April  2,  1914. 

I seal  to  .von  two  or  Ihrce  .vears  .'(go  for  some  .Volir  Diamond  .loo's  Dig  Early  While  Seed  Corn  .-iml  1 liked  it  so  well  I am 

again  sending  ;.on  an  order  for  some  new  stock  of  the  same  variet.t'.  II  is  a wondei'fni  corn  .-11111  I Inive  never  seen  anything 

tiiat  came  u()  to  it.  Ple:ise  ship  at  once,  as  I want  to  [dant  as  eaily  as  conditions  will  admil,  I'ery  truly  yours. 

F.  S.  SETTLER. 

Willie,  Va„  Feb.  26,  1914. 

I raised  some  the  finest  corn  from  the  Diamond  .Toe's  Dig  Early  White  I got  from  yon  (wo  years  ago  (hat  I ever  seen 

anywhere.  All  who  seen  it  thought  the  same.  I’lease  send  me  a cop.v  of  your  catalogue  by  return  mail.  Trulv  vonrs, 

JACOR  WADE. 

Dc  Payster,  New  York,  .March  1,  1914. 

Gentlemen: — I find  myself,  unexpectedly  in  need  of  some  seed  corn  and  have  always  had  good  success  and  results  from  all 
your  seeds,  having  purchased  ovei-  thirty  bushels  of  your  seed  corn  last  year,  1 would  like  ,von  to  make  me  best  and  lowest  prices 

on  the  fcdlowing  varieties, . i;es](ec(fnllv  vonrs. 

RUT-  BADGER. 
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Field  Corn — Early  Flint  Varieties 


I^ongfellov/  Flint. 


I (8-row  Yellow  Flint).  A very  early  8-rowed  corn  of  the  Canada  type;  ears 

1-iUIlgldlUW  cylindrical,  10  to  15  inches  long;  color,  rich  glossy.  The  weight  of  seed  is  fully 
sixty  pounds  to  measured  bushel.  Average  height  of  stalk  8 to  10  feet,  average  distance  base 
of  ear  from  ground,  three  feet.  PRICE:  Large  packet,  10c;  lb.,  25c;  3 lbs.,  00c;  7 lbs.,  $1.25, 

postpaid.  By  express  or  freight,  not  prepaid,  % bushel,  65c;  bushel,  $2.25.  Bags  free. 


S ;■ 


1 'g 
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Ratekin’s  Improved  Early  Yellow  Flint  wuh^LfAt  frohi'^ten”^ 

1%  to  2%  inches  in  diameter,  and  well  filled  out  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  cob.  The  cob  is  small 
and  the  kernel  large  and  broad ; ripens  in  seventy-five  to  eighty-five  days.  This  corn  is  well 
adapted  to  the  Northwest,  and  is  said  to  produce  104  bushels  of  ears  to  the  acre  in  Vermont  and 
other  New  England  States.  Has  given  excellent  results  in  Minnesota  and  other  Northern  States. 
Excellent  for  ensilage,  and  is  often  used  here  for  replanting.  PRICE:  Packet,  5c;  lb.,  25c;  3 lbs., 
60c;  7 lbs.,  .$1.00,  po.stpaid.  By  freight  or  express,  not  prepaid,  peck,  65c;  % bu.,  $1.25;  bu.,  $2.25; 
2 bu.  or  more,  $4.25;  10  bu.,  $20.00. 


I 1 

I 4 
I J 
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Buffalo  Springs,  Clay  Co.,  Texas,  Feb,  5.  > 

I wish  to  tell  you  about  the  seed  corn  I received  from  you.  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  White,  Iowa  i 
Silver  Mine  White,  and  Pride  of  Nishna  Yellow.  It  made  the  finest  corn  I h;ive  ever  seen,  although  ' 

we  had  the  most  severe  drouth  here  that  we  have  had  in  many  years.  While  all  did  well.  Diamond  ( 

Joe’s  Big  White  beat  them  all.  Very  truly  yours,  i 

J.  W.  TROUT.  < 

Reedfield,  Wisconsin,  March  11,  1914.  | I 

Ratekin’s  Seed  House: — Enclosed  find  my  order  and  check  for  .$5.00  for  Seed  Corn,  Diamond  ‘ i 
.Toe’s  Big  EmTy  White  and  Gold  Stand.ird  Learning,  seed  corn.  I want  this  seed  for  ensilage  1 I 
purposes.  I tried  both  of  them  when  I lived  in  the  east  and  was  delighted  with  results.  Thanking  ; . 
you  in  advance  for  prompt  shipment,  I am,  Y'oiiis  very  truly,  1 

GEORGE  GUE. 

Russellville,  Oklahoma,  Feb.  14,  1914.  ■ 

Gentlemen : — Please  send  me  a copy  of  your  seed  book,  as  I shall  send  you  an  order  as  . 
soon  as  I receive  it.  I sent  to  you  last  year,  for  some  of  your  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  Early  White  and  ! 

I am  pleased  to  say,  I don’t  believe  the  world  cau  beat  this  variety  of  corn.  Truly  yours, 

W.  M.  BRI.MLETT.  ' 

' Willard.  N.  C.,  March  30,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  find  my  order  for  some  of  your  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  White  seed  corn. 

I planted  a small  plot  of  this  corn  a few  years  ago,  and  was  highly  pleased  with  results.  We  ^ 
have  never  seen  anything  equal  to  it.  ' Very  truly  yours. 

SUSIE  NEWKIRK. 

Searcy  Co.,  Arkansas,  March  17,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  find  my  order  for  $4.75  for  seed  corn.  I h.-ive  tried  your  Diamond  , 
Joe’s  Big  White  seed  corn  here  and  regard  it  as  being  a splendid  variety,  the  very  best  I have 
ever  grown.  Truly  yours,  . 

J.  H.  EATHERLY.  ' 
Lilly,  Florida,  April  17,  1914. 

Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  find  my  second  order  to  you  this  year  for  seeds.  All  the  seeds 

I have  sent  to  you  for  in  past  years  have  given  tlie  best  of  results,  better  than  seeds  ordered 

from  elsewhere.  Truly  yours, 

E.  H.  ODEN. 

Balsam,  N.  C.  April  7,  1914.  ' 

Ratekin’s  Seed  House  :--Enclosed  find  my  order  for  some  of  your  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  Early 
White  seed  corn.  I got  some  of  tliis  corn  from  you  some  .years  ;igo  and  found  it  the  best  variety 
of  corn  I have  ever  planted,  Init  have  lost  seed  of  it.  Rnsli  seed  along.  | 

Very  respectfully, 

MRS.  D.  T.  KNIGHT. 

Rogersville,  Mo„  April  5,  1914. 

Gentlemen: — I did  not  re<-oivc  yonr  seed  catalogue  this  year,  but  am  making  up  my  order 

from  an  old  one  of  last  year.  I liave  tried  your  seeds  in  past  years  and  have  always  found  them 

highly  satisfactory  an<l  nant  to  get  my  seeds  from  yon  again  this  year. 

Trnlv  yours, 

MRS.  F.  B.  TURNER. 

Fulton  Co.,  Ohio,  April  3.  1914. 

Gentlemen: — Enclosed  find  my  order  for  seeds  for  the  coming  season.  All  the  seeds  I have 
ever  gotten  from  yon  have  proven  very  satisf.actory  and  I don't  know  of  ;i  better  way  to  m.ake 
in.v  garden  ;i  cert.ainty  tlian  to  send  to  yon  again.  Yonr  Pride  <if  Nishna,  yellow  corn  last  ye:ir 
takes  the  eve  of  this  entire  ueighliorhood  and  we  are  greatly  pleased  with  it. 

^ Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  KINER. 

Wooton,  Wells  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  14,  1914.  | 

Please  send  me  ;i  copy  of  yonr  seed  catalogue,  as  I shall  want  some  of  yonr  seed  corn  and  other 
seeds  for  spring  planting.'  1 have  iieen  gi-owing  yonr  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  Early  White  for  several 
years,  but  it  has  got  mixed  and  is  not  fit  to  plant.  I am  greatly  ple.-ised  with  this  corn  and 
will  order  enough  to  plant  my  entire  crop  :is  soon  as  I get  your  catalogue. 

Very  truly  yours, 

ELIJAH  PERRY. 

Logansport,  Indiana,  .Tan.  29,  1914. 

Two  years  ago  I sent  for  your  catalogue  and  a lil)er.al  sample  of  your  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  ^ 
Early  White.  I did  not  send  yon  an  order,  but  planted  the  sample  in  my  g.arden  and  I Itave 
never  seen  anv  corn  that  gave  such  wonderful  results.  I :im  now  enclosdng  my  ord^  M 
bushels  of  this  seed.  It  sure  l>eats  any  corn  I have  ever  seen,  ,T(TNA1H.VN  GRABLE. 
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EUREKA  ENSILAGE  CORN 


Since  the  days  of  Adam  there  has  never  been  any  other  variety  of  Corn  originated  and  intro- 
i duced  like  the  Eureka  Ensilage  Corn.  It  was  originated  in  Virginia  about  twenty-five  years  ago  and 
! was  grown  on  the  same  farms  there  ever  since,  until  five  years  ago,  we  obtained  some  of  the  Seed  of 
it  from  headquarters’  stock,  but  it  required  two  or  three  years  time  to  get  it  acclimated  to  this  lati- 
; tude,  however,  by  careful  attention  and  selection  we  have  perfected  it  so  that  we  can  now  mature  it 
soundly  for  Seed  purposes,  meantime  we  have  grown  some  remarkable  and  I might  say,  phenomenal 
fodder  and  ensilage  crops  from  it.  In  fact,  it  has  made  a record  with  us  of  over  seventy  tons  on  one 
acre  of  ground.  Enough  to  feed  ten  head  of  cattle  12  months.  In  the  South,  its  origin,  where  the 
seasons  are  longer  for  maturing  a corn  crop  than  here  in  the  North,  it  originally  produced  from  four 
to  seven  ears  to  the  stalk,  but  they  usually  run  small  or  quite  under  medium  size,  not  producing  so 
much  com  per  acre  as  some  of  our  northern  improved  varieties,  but  made  an  enormous  amount  of 
stalk  and  foliage,  more  than  any  other  known  variety,  but  as  before  stated,  by  planting  this  corn  here 
very  thin  while  it  was  being  acclimated  we  have  hastened  its  maturity,  in  this  way,  until  now  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  it  to  produce  100  bushels  of  good,  sound,  merchantable  corn  per  acre,  also  more  leaf 
and  foliage  than  from  any  other  variety ; thus  it  is  one  of  the  best  Ensilage  and  fodder  varieties  there 
is  grown  and  is  a great  favorite  throughout  the  Eastern  and  New  England  states  where  corn  is  planted 
and  grown  extensively  for  fodder  and  Ensilage  purposes. 

WHEN  IS  THE  PROPER  STAGE  TO  CUT  ENSILAGE?  Corn  is  simply  an  overgrown  jumbo- 
! grass  and  we  all  know  that  grass  should  be  cut  when  it  is  in  the  bloom,  in  order  to  retain  its  sweet 

1 and  nutritious  qualities  for  hay  and  forage  purposes;  Corn  should  be  cut  when  it  is  in  the  same  con- 

( dition.  Don’t  look  for  the  ear  or  silk,  but  simply  watch  the  tassel.  It  is  better  to  harvest  and  cut  your 
( corn  too  early  than  too  late.  Matured  ears  should  never  be  put  in  the  silo,  but  to  put  them  in  the 

grain  bin  or  corn  crib  is  a much  better  and  more  profitable  place,  as  the  silo  was  not  invented  or  in- 

tended as  a substitute  for  the  corn  crib. 

As  you  have  observed  in  preceding  pages,  we  are  and  have  been  making  the  growing  of  Seed 
Corn,  of  all  varieties  a specialty  for  over  thirty  years,  and  not  only  do  a retail  mail  order  trade  direct 
with  the  farmers,  but  also  do  a large  wholesale  trade  and  supply  many  of  the  leading,  best  seed 
houses  and  dealers  with  their  seed  corn.  By  reason  of  this  we  aim  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  and  to 
send  out  nothing  but  the  best,  high  grade  seed — seed  that  will  meet  the  approval  and  command  the 
continued  patronage  of  our  customers  and  the  trade. 

EUREKA  ENSILAGE  CORN  grows  the  tallest  stalk  and  has  the  most  leaves  and  blades  and 
will  produce  more  tons  of  good  material  for  the  silo  than  any  other  variety.  Stalks  usually  grow  10 
to  14  feet  high,  containing  24  to  30  pairs  of  long  broad  blades;  each  stalk  producing  three  to  six  ears 
somewhat  under  medium  size;  kernels  white  and  rather  broad,  thick  and  short. 

PRICE  by  mail,  postpaid,  1 lb.,  25c;  3 lbs.,  60c;  7 lbs.,  $1.25.  By  freight  or  express,  purchaser’s 
expense,  pk.,  70c;  1/2  hu.,  $1.25;  1 bu.,  $2.40;  4 bu.  and  over,  $2.30  per  bushel,  bags  free. 

OTHER  VARIETIES:  If  it  is  desirable  and  you  want  a variety  of  corn  that  will  mature  its 
ears  and  also  make  ensilage  we  would  recommend  some  such  varieties  as  our  Gold  Standard  Learning, 
Pride  of  Nishna,  yellow,  and  “Queen  of  Nishna, ’’  yellow,  the  latter  being  a very  early  maturing  va- 
riety as  well  as  the  most  prolific  extra  early  variety  we  have  knowledge  of.  In  white  varieties  for 
combination  crop,  ensilage  and  ears,  we  recommend  our  Diamond  Joe  Big  Early  White,  Iowa  Silver 
Mine  and  Imperial  White,  red  cob. 

It  will  pay  you  to  look  our  catalogue  through  and  through  before  ordering  your  seed  corn,  also 
your  other  farm  and  garden  seeds.  After  doing  so,  if  you  are  in  doubt  on  any  point,  write  us  and  we 
will  be  pleased  to  give  you  any  further  information  we  can,  and  to  help  and  assist  you  in  making  your 
selection,  in  whatever  hne  you  may  be  interested.  We  like  to  hear  from  our  customers  and  to  help 
them  when  we  can. 
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Grand  Varieties  of  Corn  for  Fodder  and  Ensilage 


C utting-  Katckin’s  Giant  .Siienuiuloaii  Fodder  Corn. 


FOR  YEARS  WE  HAVE  BEEN  PREACHING  THE  GRE.AT  V.ALUE  AND  IMPORT.ANCE  OF  GROWING  FODDER  AND 
ENSII.AtiE  CORN  TO  THE  FAR.MKRS.  Tlip  dry  season  of  the  i>ast  few  years  liave  assisted  us  in  bringing  tliese  facts  home 
to  tlieni,  and  has  fully  aroused  them  to  its  great  importance  as  never  before.  From  all  reports  from  everywliere  there  was 

nian.v  limes  over  moi-e  coi-n  cut  for  focider  and  ensilage  purposes  the  last  year  or  two  than  any  half  dozen  years  previous.  Wlien 

dry  weather  come  on  in  the  early  pa  I't  of  the  season  and  other  crops  were  burned  out  under  the  blasting  hot  winds  the  farmers 
lilanted  corn  for  fodder  and  ensilage  bec.-mse  it  was  too  late  to  plant  other  crops.  They  later  found  they  had  hit  the  mark.  Now 

every  one  (if  them  will  hei-cafter  plant  a liberal  acreage  for  fodder  and  ensilage  purjiose.s,  because  they  have  found  it  one  of  the 

mo.st  iirolitable  cn  ]is  tiiey  can  grow,  not  as  a makeshift,  but  as  a necessity. 

We  make  a specialty  in  corn  for  fodder  and  ensilage  purposes  and  our  customers  will  find  our  varieties  of  the  very  best 
and  highest  iiuality  also  seed  they  cau  depend  iiimn  to  grow. 


'T'l- _ QJlrt  selling  Silos.  We  have  none  for  sale.  We  have  no  stock  or  in- 

1 ne  Olio  terest  in  any  factory.  There  are  many  good  Silos  manufactured.  We  do 
not  know  wliich  one  is  the  best.  But  we  do  know  that  every  farm  and  every  farmer 
who  iias  ten.  fifteen  or  twenty  head  of  stock  or  more,  should  have  a silo.  Silage  is  good 
for  tiie  cow,  the  horse,  hog,  sheep,  colts  and  calves.  The  silo  is  endorsed  by  every 
agriculturai  college  and  every  leading  agricultural  publication,  and  by  all  who  have 
used  them.  'I'hey  are  money  savers  and  money  makers,  and  keep  your  stock  healthy, 
thrifty  and  fat. 

The  value  of  a silo  is  unquestioned.  By  its  use  crops  may  be  saved  in  dry  seasons 
that  could  not  otherwise  be  preserved.  By  its  use  the  whole  corn  crop  may  be  saved 
instead  of  only  sixty  per  cent  of  it,  as  now,  when  the  ears  only  are  harvested.  By  its 
use  the  stock  may  be  fed  succulent  feed  at  all  times  and  thus  en.ioy  .Tune  conditions 
the  year  around.  By  its  use  croiw  are  placed  under  shelter,  where  they  are  handled 
in  bad  weather  with  the  utmost  ease  and  comfort.  By  its  use  better  and  (juicker  results 
are  assured  iu  either  the  beef  or  dairy  herd.  B.v  its  use  the  farmer  feels  that  he  is 
up-to-date,  because  he  does  his  work  easier,  (juicker  and  with  more  profit.  He  has  more 
time  and  more  money,  lie  is  at  peace  with  himself,  his  neighbors  and  his  dumb  animals. 
He  is  an  ojitimist.  He  has  made  a good  investment. 

com  fodder  may  be  divided  into  five  classes. 

Varieties  or  rodder  t^orn  viz.:  Large  southern  varieties,  Medium  Deut 
t'arieties,  l-larly  Dent  Varieties,  Flint  Varieties  and  Sweet  Varieties.  Each  of  the.se 
has  its  friends.  .Ml  may  lie  successfully  grown  for  fodder  in  any  latitude.  The  merits 
of  each  class  are  briefly  stated  under  their  respective  headings.  If  further  information 
is  desired  we  shall  be  glad  to  supply  it  as  far  as  lies  within  our  power,  and  will  be 
jdeased  to  make  recommendations  when  desired.  There  is  one  point  we  want  to  impress 
on  stockmen,  dairymen  and  othei'S  using  corn  fodder,  and  that  is  to  place  your  drders 
early.  By  so  doing  you  secure  the  benefit  of  tlie  present  low  prices.  You  can  test  the 
seeff  and  liave  corn.  Prices  Subject  to  .Market  Changes, 


>_  C'rxv-n  Beyond  a doubt  this  is  among  the  best  large  varieties  for  fodder 

Ix&tCKlIl  S V3l&nt  dnCn&llClO&ri  r odder  ^..orn  either  to  teed  green  right  out  of  the  field,  or  to  put  up  for  the 

silo,  or  to  ettre  and  stack  away,  cropping  as  higli  as  :i.a  tons  to  the  acre.  It  is  sweet,  tender  and  .juicy  and  furnishes  more  nourish- 
ment than  any  other  variety;  has  short  joint  and  an  abundance  of  leaves  and  blades,  and  growing  as  tall  as  the  tallest  thus 

making  it  of  extraordinary  productiveness.  The  only  fatilt  we  have  ever  heard  of  this  fodder  corn  is  that  it  grows  so  large  and 

tall  it  makes  it  harder  to  handle.  We  measured  one  stalk  from  ottr  crop  last  fall  that  was  eigliteen  feet  and  font-  inches  in  height 

and  measured  lb,  inches  in  diameter  at  the  liase,  and  cdntained  thirt.v-two  jiairs  of  broad,  lotig  blades. 

Itrill  1 to  IVj  bnshels  to  the  acre  in  rows  about  feet  ajiart.  I'ive  or  six  kertiels  to  each  foot  in  the  row;  plow  and  citltivate 

until  three  feet  higli.  stirring  (he  surface  of  (he  ground  often,  after  which  it  will  take  care  of  itself.  PRICE:  Peck,  oOc;  Ik  bit,, 

hlic ; 1 liu..  .jibbU;  2 liu.,  ,'?;l.(Jll;  .T  bn.  and  over.  .id. 4b  per  bn.  Bagstn^e. 


Red  Cob  Fodder  Corn 


This  is  a standard  Southern  variety  which  has  made  a wide  reputation  all  over  the  country, 
and  is  tioled  for  its  sjdendid  (|Uatitles  for  both  fodder  and  ensilage  pttrpo.ses.  It  grows 
very  tall,  ranging  from  twelve  to  sixteen  feel,  and  is  a very  leafy,  broad  blade.  PRICE:  By  freight  or  exjiress  at  jittrchaser's 
expense;  Peck,  tiOc;  half  bushel,  .fbUtl;  1 bushel  to  Imshels  .'fl.TO;  10  bnshels  and  over.  .'fl.O.T.  B;igs  free. 


Fort  Pierre,  Soitth  Hakot-a.  - I liave  never  se»n  anything  that  would  favorably  compare  with  your  Giant  Shenandoali  Fodder 
I'orn,  My  crop  grew  to  a height  of  14  to  Ui  feel  and  some  stalks  to  18  and  lb  feet  tall,  and  the  blades  were  so  numerous,  sun 
light  was  shut  out  until  going  into  it  was  like  going  inlo  tlie  jungles  of  a dense  forest.  THOM.\S  T.  H.VLR. 
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(PriceK  .Subje<‘t  to  ChanffCK  and  Fluctuation  of  Markets). 

Fodder  Corn 

This  is  a stamlard  variety  which  has  ininle  a wide  reputation  all  over  the  country,  and  is 
Ixecl  U»OD  r odder  i^orn  noted  for  its  splendid  (lualities  for  both  fodder  and  ensilage  purposes.  It  grows  very  tall, 
lann-iii---  from  10  to  12  feet,  and  is  a very  leafy,  broad  blade.  PRICK:  By  freight  or  express  at  purchaser’s  expense:  T’ecU. 

oiler  half  bushel,  tlOe;  1 bushel  to  5 Imshels,  10  bushels  and  over,  .Ill.TO.  Bags  free  on  board  cars  here. 

m*  !•  1.  I?  J J /“■  There  are  many  who  prefer  for  fodder  smaller  growing  corn  than  the  large  and  later 

MedlUin  Llent  rodder  C^orn  varieties,  claiming  for  it  the  following  advantages:  First,  that  it  is  more  readily 

handled  by  the  corn  harvester,  or  grain  binder;  second,  that  it  matures  earlier,  and  gives  well  formed  and  partially  or  full.v 


.si^ed  ears,  thus  adding  to  its  feeding  value.  , , a.,  /.n  - , , , iPf, 

Highly  I’eeommended  by  ensilage  authorities  for  northern  states.  True  Yellow.  PRICK:  Bushel,  ipl. 00 ; o bushels,  .>7.-u. 


When  sown  thickly  in  drills. 


at  the  rate  of  from  one  to  one  and  a half  bushels 

‘ it 
Bushel, 


Early  Yellow  Dent  Fodder  Corn  to  the  acre,  will  give  a surprising  amount  of  rich  feed,  relished  by  all  stock, 

can  he  cut  and  run  through  :in  ensilage  cutter  for  the  silo  just  before  maturity,  or  it  may  be  fed  in  the  rack.  PRICK:  Bus 

$1.G0;  2%  bushels  (bag),  at  $1.50;  10  bushels  at  .$1.40.  Bags  free. 

Tlie  farmers  of  M.aine,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire  and  Massai  husetts  use  for  fodder  coni 

i*  line  V driCnOS  ror  C Oddor  jiVn-iy  Piiut  varieties  almost  exclusively.  There  is  absolutel.v  no  waste  to  this  ciass  ot 

corn,  as  the  stalk  is  as  greedily  eaten  as  the  leaves,  and  the  feeding  value  is  superior  to  everything  but  the  Sweet  Fodder  or  Early 
Dent  Varieties. 

When  it  comes  to  Flint  varieties  for  ensilage  you  want  to  quit  looking  after  you  have  come  to  IHRBLK’.S  MAMMOTH  YKK- 
I.OW  PKINT.  There  is  nothing  grown — nothing  ever  offered  that  is  better — none  that  e<iuais  it.  FIRST,  it  is  as  early  as  the 
earliest  dwarf  varieties — making  itself  an.vwhere  in  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  days,  safel.v  beyond  danger  of  frost,  good  corn 
weather,  it  grows  stalks  averaging  from  nine  to  twelve  feet  high  and  leaves  or  Idades  from  tassel  to  ground,  and  both  leaves 
and  stalks  ;irc  very  nutritious,  and  stock  devour  every  vestige  of  it.  Stalks  .and  blades,  as  readily  as  the.v  eat  clover  hay.  It 
produces  one,  two  and  three  ears,  running  from  ten  to  fifteen  inches  long,  and  has  been  known  to  give  a yield  of  225  bushels  of 
ears  in  JIassacliusetts,  :ind  almost  as  much  in  Minnesot:i.  It’s  the  corn  for  fodder!  It’s  the  corn  for  ensilage  and  tlie  best  in  every 
respect  for  everything;  east.  west,  north  or  south,  for  early  or  late  planting,  where  the  seasons  are  short  or  in  high  altitudes  where 
the  nights  are  cool;  also  for  early  feed.  Don’t  overlook  or  pass  this  Flint  Corn  up.  For  ensilage  or  fodder,  plmit  rows  3%  feet 
part,  drilling  eight  to  ten  kernels  to  the  foot  in  the  row,  and  cultivate  same  as  general  field  crop.  PRICE:  Beck,  75r;  Bn.,  $2. CO; 
Bu.,  $2.50  per  bu. ; 5 bu.,  $2.45;  10  bu.,  .$2.40.  Bags  free. 

IT, Among  all  the  splendid  varieties  for  fod- 
OtOWCll  S tiVCrgrCCn  ^W©ct  (.^Olrn  dej.  ;^nd  ensihlge  puri)oses  we  have  here 
listed  we  regard  Stowell’s  Evergreen  Sweet  Corn  as  one  of  the  most  vaiuable  varieties  grown, 
either  for  fodder,  canning  purposes  or  for  seed  purposes,  either  of  whi(di  makes  it  a most 
desirable  and  profitable  crop.  In  addition  it  is  a most  excellent  variety  to  cut  and  throw 
out  to  milch  cows,  liorses,  hogs  and  the  colts  and  c.alves  during  the  summer  and  fall  mouths, 
when  grass  is  dried  up  and  pasturage  short.  As  a green  fodder  fed  in  this  way  one  acre 
will  furnish  as  muc  h feed  as  eight  acres  of  grass.  The  sweet,  juicy  stalks  give  it  a flavor  that 
makes  stock  like  it  :is  they  like  nothing  else,  and  stock  will  devour  the  last  vestige  of  the 
stalks  and  blades  as  clean  as  they  would  Wipe  up  the  best  clover  in  the  midst  of  winter. 

It  is  claimed  by  all  dairy  farmers  that  it  will  not  only  greatly  increase  the  flow  of  milk, 
but  will  add  a third  to  a half  to  the  cream  production.  All  we  have  said  about  its  wonderful 
qualities  as  a green  feed  may  be  said  with  equal  truth  and  force  when  it  is  cut  up  and 
put  into  shocks  and  fed  during  the  winter  months.  Even  in  its  dry  stage  stock  of  all  kinds 
will  eat  every  vestige  of  the  stalks  and  blades.  There  is  no  waste  whatever  in  this  corn. 

Plant  with  drill  in  rows  3t^  feet  apart,  eight  to  ten  kernels  to  the  foot  in  the  row’. 

Cultivate  thoroughly,  plowing  deep  and  close  to  the  corn  the  first  time,  after  which  culti- 
vate shallow  or  surface  cultivation  until  three  feet  high.  This  variety  of  corn  will  make 
you  from  fifteen  to  thirty  tons  to  the  acre,  PRICE:  1 lb.,  25i-;  3 lbs.,  COc;  7 lbs.,  $1.25, 
postpaid  or  express  charges  prepaid  to  any  point  in  the  United  States.  By  freight  or  express 
at  purchaser’s  expense:  Peck,  $1.00;  % bu.,  $1.75;  1 bu..  $3.25;  5 bu.  and  over,  $.3.00  per  bu. 

Bags  free. 

IN  CONCKUSIOX:  The  one  problem  that  confronts  every  f.irmer  who  keeps  stock 
is  how  to  get  feed  to  supply  his  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  The  corn  plant  is  the  foundation 
food,  and  every  portion  of  it  should  he  used.  A good  silo  on  every  farm  where  stock  is 
raised  and  where  corn  can  he  grown  solves  the  problem.  But  where  the  farmer  don’t  feel 
able  or  conditions  do  not  justify  he  should  at  least  grow’  a few  acres  of  Fodder  Corn  ami 
take  care  of  it  in  the  most  practicai  w’ay  he  can.  We  cannot  too  highly  recommend 
STOWEKL’S  EVERGREEN  w’here  you  have  only  a tew  horses  or  cow’s.  Plant  a few  acres, 
if  no  more,  and  our  word  for  it  you  will  be  pleased.  Don’t  plant  too  early,  nor  w’hen  the 
ground  is  cold  and  w’et.  Sweet  corn  will  sour  in  the  ground  when  other  field  varieties  will 
grow  under  w’et,  cold  weather  conditions. 

We  want  to  especially  recom- 
mend our  Gold  Standard.  Learn- 
ing, Itatekin’s  JIammoth  Yellow’  Dent,  Pride  of  Nishna,  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big  White,  Iowa 
Silver  Mine  and  imperial  White  Corn.  Either  of  the.se  varieties  will  give  you  the  best 
possible  combination  for  a grain  and  foilder  or  ensilage  crop.  All  of  them  mature  early, 
and  e:ich  have  a very  heavy  stalk,  broad  leaves  ;ind  lots  of  them. 


For  Grain  and  Fodder  Crop  Combined 


•StoweH'K  Evergreen. 


Windsor,  Vermont,  yiarch  28,  1914. 

Ibitekin’s  Seed  House: — Enclosed  find  my  order  for  ino  lbs.  Timothy  and  .\lsike  mixture,  also  tw’o  bushels  Diamond  .Toe’s  Big 
E;irly  White  seed  corn.  I tnive  been  planting  this  corn  for  several  years  and  h:ive  found  it  one  the  best  varieties  for  this  latitude, 
for  ensilage  and  fodder  purposes  1 have  ever  seen  here.  In  fact,  it  has  jiroven  good  as  an  all  around  crop  for  all  general 
pni'iioses.  Itiish  seed  out  at  once  and  oblige.  Yours  trulv, 

ADEL  BODIES. 

Pulaski  Co.,  Ark.  March  ’25.  1914. 

I have  rei  eived  my  seeds  all  o-k,  as  fine  as  silk,  and  they  look  .as  good  as  gold  lo  me.  ..\ccept  my  thanks  for  your  promptness. 

Respectfully  yours, 

.MRS.  .T.  S.  YT’EILL. 

St.  Louis  Co.,  JIo.  May  P2,  191 1. 

Herew  ith  find  anolher  order  for  seeds.  1 am  well  pleased  with  I Ijc  secils  I ordered  before.  In  fact  when  we  order  seeds  from 

you  we  .itways  feel  ami  know  we  are  getting  [Uire  stock  ajol  jnsl  wlml  we  order.  Ple;ise  send  me  two  or  three  blank  order  sheets 

Willi  m.\  seeds.  Very  resiieetfnltv, 

WALTER  SPEARS 
Marshfield,  Wis.,  March  23,  1911. 

Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  find  m.v  order  for  one  bushel  of  Giant  Schenandoah  Fodder  corn,  and  one  bushel  of  Stowells  Evergreen 
sweet  corn,  t planted  four  acres  of  your  fodder  corn,  last  year,  and  it  proved  to  he  the  greatest  fodder  variety  1 have  ever 
found.  It  grew  from  14  to  15  feet  high,  'i’he  seed  oats  I received  from  yott  also  proved  a great  success.  ADOLPH  DOI.L. 

Coles  County.  Ills..  April  10,  1911. 

GentlemAi  :-  I have  received  all  the  seed  and  plants  I ordered  from  you  and  am  well  pleased  with  all  them,  including  garden 

seeds.  Seed  corn  and  coliection  of  200  Strawberry  plants,  t put  5tl  kernels  of  the  seed  corn  to  test  :is  soon  as  received  and  fiuil 

every  kernel  sprouted  good  and  strong.  Will  put  the  strawberry  pl.ants  out  soon  :is  the  gronnil  is  in  snilable  i-ondition. 

Thanking  yon  for  [ii-onipt  allentlon  ami  shipment  of  seeds  and  plants.  I :im  Vours  very  lrnl,\,  .V.  .T.  WTI.SON 
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Successful  Seeds  for  Forage  aed  Fodder  Plants 


Ratekin’s  Teosinte 


“This  plant  affords  opportunity  for  one  to  make  millions  of  blades 
of  grass  grow  where  none  of  any  account  grew  before."  This  is 
what  Prof.  Asa  Gray  said  of  Teosinte.  The  plant  came  to  u.s  from  the  fertile  plains  of  the  Nile, 
where  travelers  tell  us  the  enormous  yield  of  300  tons  of  green  fodder  per  acre  is  not  uncommon. 
Here  in'  America,  too,  its  yields  have  lieeii  marvelous.  It  has  always  given  the  heaviest  yields  of 
any  of  the  forage  crops  grown.  It  yields  here  a much  greater  amount  per  acre  than  either  corn 
or  any-sorghum  variety.  It  is  a remarkably  vigorous  grower,  reaching  twelve  to  eighteen  feet  in 
height,  ttith  an  unusually  abund.ant  supply  of  leaves  and  tender  stems.  Quite  often  a single' 
kernel  will  produce  as  much  as  sixty  to  one  hundred  stalks.  If  cut  when  it  reaches  four  to  fivi- 
feet  in  height  it  makes  excellent  fodder  and  will  produce  a second  crop  fully  as  large  as  the  first. 
'I'he , stalks  contain  from  8 to  10  per  cent  of  sugar. 

CULTURE  OF  TEOSINTE:  Plant  in  bills  four  to  five  feet  apart  each  way  about  corn  planl- 

ing  time,  and  cultivate  like  corn.  It  will  soon  look  like  a dense  forest.  Jlakes  a magnificent  fodder 
for  cattle  during  the  winter  months.  Give  it  a trial.  It  will  more  than  pay  you;  grow  it  for  your 
cattle  and  hogs.  Von  w’ill  be  surprised  what  a tremendous  amount  of  fodder  you  will  get  olV 
of  an  acre. 

■ - PRICE:  Package,  10c;  oz.,  15c;  % lb.,  40e;  % lb.,  75c;  lb.,  .$1.2.'); 

2 lbs.,  enough  for  one  acre,  .f2.25 ; 10  lbs.,  $10.00,  postpaid. 

Millersburg,  Ohio, 

“The  Teosinte  is  excellent.  It  grew  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  high 
and  from  forty  to  fifty  stalks  for  one  kernel  of  seed." 

BARBARA  FRYIO. 

.Toe  A.  Noble,  Caddo,  Ky.,  says:  “Am  well  pleased  with  Teosinte 
as  a fodder  pl.ant.  1 grew  from  one  kernel  of  seed  11.3  stalks  fourteen 
feet  high.  That  is  immense.” 

Montgomery  County,  Mo. 
Teosinte  is  a great  fodder  plant,  and  am  wonderfully  pleased 
with  it.  Forty  tons  of  magnificent  fodder  to  the  acre  is  mv  yield. 

J.  ROPPEI.. 
Coesfield,  Texas. 

T’eosinte  is  simpl.v  immense.  It  did  not  seem  to  care 
whether  tlie  drouth  struck  it  or  not  and  kept  right  on 
growing.  It  did  not  h.ave  any  rain  for  ten  weeks,  but  the 
2()th  day  of  August  we  liad  a good  rain.  Now,  you  think 
it  is  not  growing,  but  it  is.  One  stalk  of  it  grew  eleven 
inches  in  thirty-six  hours.  On  one  plant  raised  from  one 
kernel  of  seed  I got  sixty-four  strong,  bushy  stalks. 

.TOHN  FRHIN. 


Teosinte. 


Early  Ainl)er  Cane. 


Yellow  Milo  Maize 


NOTE:  The  sorghums  all  have  better  drouth  resisting 
qualities  than  Indian  corn.  The  varieties  are  mauy,  and 
may  be  cla.sse<l  as  saccharine  and  iiou-sacchariue  (sweet 
ami  non-sweet).  The  first  group  includes  sugar  cane,  etc.; 
the  second  group.  Milo  Maize,  .Terusalem  Corn,  Kafir  Corn, 
etc.  Within  recent  years  dairymen  have  widely  recognized  the  high  economical  value  of 
thickly  sown  sorghum  us  a summer  food  for  milch  cows. 

FaiTy  Amber  Cane  is  the  most  u.sed.  Notwithstanding  its  great  adaptability  as  a 
food  for  live  stock  it  is  only  recently  that  the  real  value  of  sorghum  (or  sugar  cane), 
has  nttracteil  general  attention.  Its  great  merit  is  now  beginning  to  be  appreciated. 
It  is  sweet,  tender,  nutritious  and  greedily  eaten  by  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  Dairymen 
find  that  cows  give  more  and  richer  milk  from  its  use  and  it  is  claimed  that  as  high 
as  twenty  tons  of  fodder  have  been  grown  per  acre.  It  can 
lie  grown  successfully  in  any  part  of  the  country  from 
Canada  to  Texas,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  tlie  Pacific.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  plants  to  withstand  drouth,  and  is  there- 
fore a sure  crop.  It  is  usually  put  in  during  the  first 
half  of  .Inne,  sowing  100  pounds  per  acre,  broadcast,  or 
sixty  to  seventy-five  pounds  per  acre  if  sown  with  a wheat 
drill.  Cut  .iust  before  frost  with  a mower  nud  cure  like 
■ hay.  or  with  a Idiuler  and  stand  the  bundles  up.  If 
'wanted  for  sorghum  purjioses  we  recommend  the  Kenney, 
wliii  h is  purer,  Init  tlie  cheaper  grade  is  about  as  desirable 
, tor  fodiler  purposes.  Price  is  suliject  to  market  changes, 
but  it  usually  advances  later  in  the  season. 

PRICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  lb..  25c;  3 Ibs.,  05c,  postpaid.  By 

express  or  freight,  not  prepaid,  pk.,  00c;  bu.,  $2.00. 

A non-saccliarine  sorghum 
of  high  value;  cultivated 
like  corn,  it  is  a vigorous  grower,  of  dee[i  green  color, 
attaining  a height  of  eight  or  ten  feet.  Some  stalks  de- 
velop twenty  heads.  The  seed  is  fed  to  horses,  cattle, 
chickens,  etc.  It  avIU  mature  its  maiu  head  in  100  days,  and 
will  continue  growing  until  frost.  I’lant  four  to  five 
pounds  per  acre. 

PRICE:  Pkt.,  lOe ; lb.,  25e ; 3 lbs.,  C5c,  postpaid.  By 

express  or  freight,  not  prepaid,  pk.,  85c;  bu.,  $3.00. 

This  non-saccharine  sorghum  is 
one  of  the  best  and  surest  grain 
crops  for  dry  countries  and  seasons.  It  grows  about  three  feet  high  and  makes  one 

large  main  liead  and  several  smaller  ones.  The  grain  is  pure  white,  and  a good  food  for 

man  or  beast.  Use  three  pounds  of  seed  per  acre. 

1‘RICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  lb.,  25c;  3 liis.,  G5c,  postpaid.  By  express  or  freight,  not  pre- 

(laid,  pk.,  $1.00;  bu.,  $3.50. 

This  is  a most  excellent  fodder  plant.  It  grows  from  six  to  eight 
feet  high  making  a straight,  upright  growth.  The  stem  or  stalk 
liears  numerous  wide  le.aves.  The  stalks  keep  greeu  and  are  brittle  and  .iuicy,  making 
excellent  fodder  either  greeu  or  dried.  The  seed  crop  is  also  heavy,  sometimes  yielding 
sixt.v  bushels  to  the  acre.  There  is  no  failure  about  this,  as  it  possesses  the  quality  that  all 
I he  tribe  possess  of  going  without  rain  without  any  loss  of  capacity  or  yield.  The  grain 
is  extremel.y  valuable  for  poultry.  Cultivated  the  same  as  corn,  requiring  five  pounds  of 
seed  per  acre.  For  fodder  sow  one-half  to  one  bushel,  either  broadcast  or  in  drills. 

PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  lb.,  20c;  3 lbs.,  50c.  By  freight,  pk.,  (30c;  bu.,  .'S2.00;  2 bu.  or 
more  at  $1.75. 

Prices  on  all  items  on  (liis  page  are  sub,jeet  to  market  fluctuations.  If  market  de- 
clines or  advances  yon  will  always  get  tlie  benelits  and  full  value  of  money  sent.  If  you 
want  to  order  in  large  quantities  write  for  latest  Arm  prices,  stating  variety  and  quantity 
ivanted,  Oui*  prices  will  aiu’ays  be  as  low  as  tbe  lowest,  qualit.v  considered. 


Kafir  Corn. 


Jerusalem  Corn 


Kafir  Corn 


Jerusalem  Cor 
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Ratekin’s  Famous  Panicum  Crusgalli 

LUXURIANT,  ALWAYS  GROWS,  ALWAYS  THRIVES 
Great  Oriental  Grass  Yields  10  to  15  Tons  of  Fodder  to  the  Acre 

MOKK  NUTRITIOUS  THAN  OATS,  CORN  OR  ENSII,AGE.  A new  grass,  imported 
from  the  snnn.v  Isles  of  .Tnpaii.  Onr  attention  was  first  called  to  this  grass  Ijy  .lapanese 
authorities,  who  recommended  it  very  highly  for  feeding  dairy  cattle,  young  stock  and  sheep, 
it  being  very  rich  in  protein  and  nutritious  (dement. 

At  our  trial  grounds,  on  onr  farms,  it  has  proven  a wonderful  success  as  a forage  plant 
and  far  beyond  our  liest  expectations,  prodindiig  at  the  rate  of  fifty  bushels  of  seed,  30,11(10 
pounds  of  green  fodder,  1(),000  pounds  of  straw,  11,0(10  pounds  hay  to  the  acre,  and  has  proven 
to  he  equal  to  alfalfa  hay  and  superior  to  corn  fodder  or  ensilage  or  oats  for  feeding  mildi 
cows:  also  other  stO(d;.  If  sown  in  the  South,  (^)klalioma,  Texas,  Tjouislana,  Jlississippi  and 
that  latitude  the  last  of  April  it  will  be  ready  to  cut  for  hay  the  middle  of  July.  In  tlie  Nortli, 
in  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Illinois  and  other  northern  states,  it  sliould  not  lie  sown  until  about  May 
ir>,  dependent  on  the  seasons  and  latitude  where  sown.  It  attains  a height  of  live  to  eight 
feet,  according  to  the  season,  and  when  desired  for  hay  should  be  cut  .iiist  when  the  heads 
begin  to  appe.ar  and  before  the  seed  begin  to  form.  We  can  fully  recommend  this  new  annual 
grass,  and  want  to  urge  and  insist  on  al’i  onr  customer.s  and  friends  to  at  least  make  a trial 
of  it.  ,^own  broadcast  requires  eighteen  to  twenty  pounds;  drilled  twelve  to  sixteen  pounds 
to  the  acre.  URU'E:  By  mail,  pSstpaid,  per  lb.,  35c;  3 lbs.,  ^il.Od.  By  exiiress  or  freight, 
expense  of  purchaser,  10  lbs.,  $2.25;  25  lbs.,  $5.00. 


Dwarf  Essex  Rape 


Uank'uiu  C'ruSEalli. 


THE  MOST  PROriT.\BEE  I»A,STURE  PEANT  IN  EXISTENCE. 

('ome  here,  .Mr.  Farmer,  until  we  tell  you  about  Dwarf  Essex  Rape.  One  acre 'of  Dwarf 
Essex  Rape  will  pasture  more  hogs,  cattle  and  sheep  that  six  ijf  clover  or  grass.  As  a healthy 
fattening  pasture  food  it  has  no  eiiual.  It  stands  without  a rival  in  point  of  cheapness  and 
effectiveness. 


It  is  an  annual,  bearing  a close  resemblance  in  leaf  and  stalk  to 
the  Ruta  Baga,  hut'  both  leaves  and  stalk  are  more  numerous  in  the 
Rape  plant,  and  of  a taller  habit  of  growth.  It  is  a pasture  plant  which 
may  he  eaten  olf  by  any  kind  of  live  stoidv,  but  it  is  pre-eminently  fitted 
to  furnish  pasture  for  sheeis  cattle  and  swine. 

A good  crop  will  furnish  at  least  12  tons  of  green  food,  and  its 
nutritive  value  is  twice  that  of  clover  an  acre.  One  acre  of  well  grown 
Rape  will  furnish  pasture  for  twenty  head  of  sheep  or  hogs  for  two 
months,  and  in  that  time  will  fatten  them  in  good  form  for  market. 

Uses:  Dwarf  Essex  Rape  thrives  best  on  a good  soil,  ri<  h in  vegeta- 
ble matter.  Slougli  lands  are  excellent.  This  plant  may  be  grown  suc- 
cessfully in  the  following  ways,  viz:  1.  In  the  early  spring  to  provide 
pasture.  2.  In  June  or  .Inly,  on  well  prepared  land  to  provide  pasture. 

3.  Along  with  grain,  u.sing  5 Ihs.  of  seed  an  acre,  to  provide  iiasture 
for  all  kinds  of  stock  after  harvest.  4.  Along  with  pens,  oats,  clover 
seed,  to  provide  iiastnre  and  to  get  a ‘'catcir’  of  ( lover.  5.  As  a cover 
in  the  orchard  for  winter  protection  to  avoid  root-killing.  0.  In  corn, 
sowing  the  seed  with  the  last  cnltivatioii ; the  succulent  feed  produced 
may  save  the  loss  of  cattle  by  corn  stalk  disease.  1‘reventiou  is  better 
than  medicine  in  treating  this  fatal  disease.  7.  Along  with  Rye,  sown 
in  -Vugust,  in  sheep  pasture.  8.  (Jn  early  plowed  fields  to  shade  the  laud 
and  so  that  the  soil  will  not  leach,  wash  or  drift,  h.  To  plow  under  as 
a green  crop,  adding  hniuns  to  the  soil,  an  element  needed  in  grain  grow- 
ing sections.  When  rape  is  sown  broadcast  5 lbs.  of  seed  an  acre  will  suf- 
fice. When  sown  in  rows,  say  thirty  inches  apart,  and  cultivated,  2 lbs.  an 
acre  will  be  enough.  Hundreds  of  farmers  have  written  ns  asking 
methods  of  rape  culture.  fVhy,  it’s  the  simplest  crop  grown  in  the  world. 

You  can  sow  it  anywhere  and  everywhere,  and  at  all  times  after  danger 
of  frost  is  past  until  September  1st,  later  in  the  South.  • fVe  have 
hundreds  of  customers  who  sow  fifty  to  500  pounds  each  year.  Rape  is 
adapted  as  a catch  crop  and  may  lie  sown  in  the  early  spring  to  provide  summer  pasture  for  stock 
for  turnips  and  sow  five  pounds  per  acre  broadcast,  or  ’ ' ' ■ ' ' 


Plow  the  ground  same  as 


Pf'nf'ilaria  fodder  PEANT.  a new  fodder  plant  of  untold  value. 

X icx  q'Q  farmer  for  its  immense  growth  of  hay;  for  its  excellent  fodder; 

for  its  (juick  growing  foliage.  It  is  a native  of  Central  America,  it  is  an  annual  plant, 
haying  broad  foliage,  very  much  resemliliiig  corn  leaves.  If  cut  as  soon  as  it  reaches  the 
height  of  two  or  three  feet  it  can  be  mowed  from  four  to  six  times,  according  to  the 
latitude.  If  allowed  to  grow  twelve  or  eighteen  feet  high  and  cut  when  the  flower  heads 
begin  to  develop  it  will  yield  the  heaviest  fodder  crop  per  acre  of  any  plant  now  in 
cnltivation.  For  feeding  it  is  equal  to  any  fodder,  and  is  relisiied  by  any  kind  of  stock 
either  dry  or  green. 

ENORMOU.S  GROWER. 

It  should  be  planted  six  inches  apart  in  tlie  row  and  the  rows  about  three  and 
one-half  feet  apart.  Cultivate  tw'o  or  tliree  times  if  possible,  and  by  that  time  the  sight 
will  astonish  tlie  beholder,  and  yon  will  marvel  at  its  luxuriance,  and  yonr  wonder  will 
hut  then  begin.  It  will  average  forty  rich,  .inicy,  leafy  stalks  lo  the  plant.  Sow  as 
early  as  yon  would  Indian  Corn.  The  usual  way  of  growing  it,  however,  is  to  mow  same 
when  tliree  to  six  feet  liigli,  and  it  will  iiiiniediately  start  again  and  can  he  mowed  foin- 
to  six  times  during  the  season.  Every  farmer,  everyone  who  keeps  cows,  horses  and 
hogs,  should  try  it.  Sow  in  drills  live  to  six  pounds,  or  broadcast  eight  pounds  |ier 
aero.  I’RIC'E:  Pkg.,  5c;  1 lb.,  25c,  postpaid.  By  express:  1 lb.,  1.5c;  10  lbs.,  .'i(l.:!0;  50  Ihs., 


Make  the  Land  Produce  erv  pound  op  peed  per  acre  that  you 

Llie  l-aria  rroauce  that  win  conserve  oilier  crops 

iMiseil  on  n ihitii  is  ol  iimleriiil  ndvaiitngre  to  Uie  farmer.  In  this  <lepartinent  will  lie 
foniMl  M nninber  of  items  wliioli  if  properly  used,  will  solve  the  proldem  of  feed  l’:'r  tlu‘ 
live  stock  when  corn,  hay  and  pastui*age  are  short  from  any  cause.  Amber  cane  or  Katir 
'•oi'Ji  for  fodder;  rape  or  kale  for  pasturage;  vetch  or  field  peas  for  hay  can  be  iise<l 
by  any  farmer  in  tbe  corn  belt  with  profit.  xUl  may  be  siloed  witli  coru  to  advantage. 
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Brazilian  or  Stooling  Flour  Corn 


This  Corn  yields  from  one  to  two  times  more  Corn  to  the  acre 
than  common  corn,  and  a great  deal  more  in  shelled  corn.  It  stools 
like  wheat,  each  kernel  producing  from  4 to  8 stalks  with  from  3 to 
4 ears  on  each  stalk,  about  5 to  6 inches  in  cireumferenc-e  and  from  9 to 
12  inches  in  length  of  pure  white  kernels.  It  is  the  best  variety  for 
ensilage.  It  contains  a larger  percentage  of  starch  than  any  other  corn 
and  when  ground  and  bolted  by  the  same  process  as  wheat,  gives  a 
better  bread  and  biscuit  flour  than  can  be  made  from  wheat.  It  is  also 
used  largely  as  roasting  ears.  Only  two  kernels  should  be  planted  to 
the  hill,  and  afterward  thinned  to  one,  and  cultivated  the  same  as  other 
corn. 

PKICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  Va  pt.,  20c;  pt.. 

35c;  qt.,  60c,  postpaid.  By  express  or 
freight,  not  prepaid,  4 qts.,  $1.00; 
pk.,  $1.60. 


Shallu 


A Non-Saccharine 
Sorghum  from  India 


Producing  very  large  yields  of 
lioth  grain  and  fodder  on  account  of 
its  stooling  habit,  3 to  6 stalks  are 
Iiroduced  from  a single  grain.  The 
stalk.s  do  not  harden  as  do  other 
fodder  crops,  bnt  keep  green,  lirlttle 
.'ind  .iuicy.  A most  excellent  fodder, 
either  green  or  dry,  being  highly 
relished  l>y  all  stock.  It  forms  a 
large  head,  si)uilar  to  l)room  corn, 
with  round,  plump  white  seeds  and 
has  proven  an  excellent  feed  for 
horses,  cattle  and  chickens.  It  makes 
an  excellent  flonr  for  pan-cakes. 
Does  well  everywhere.  Should  be 
sown  in  rows  3 feet  apart,  3 to  5 
pounds  to  the  acre.  For  fodder  sow 
25  to  .50  pounds,  either  broadcast  or 
in  drills.  PKICE:  Pkt.,  10c;  II).. 

25c;  3 lbs.  65c,  postpaiil.  By  ex])ress 
or  freight,  not  i>rei)aid,  pk.,  $1.25; 
bu.  (.56  lbs.),  $4.00. 


Brazilian,  or  Stooling  Flour  Corn 


Feterita. 


Non-Saccharine  Sorghums 


Egyptian  Wheat  Corn 


II 


Feterita  Early”  Drought  Proof  and  Big  Yielder 


Artichoke  Roots 


The  severe  droutli  ye:irs  of  the  past  has  taught  the  farmers  of  the  middle  west  tlie  real  value  of  these  varieties;  they  made  ? 
good  crops  of  both  graiTi  and  fodder  in  spite  of  the  drouth  where  corn  was  an  entire  failure.  They  will  grow  on  auj'  soil  ) 
where  i-orn  will,  .and  on  many  lauds  too  poor  for  corn. 


( iiltivaled  e.xlensively  in  India.  Kei-ently  l)ronght  to  tliis  country.  Yields  very  valuable  crops.  Of  stooliug  habit,  produi'es 
;i  to  (■)  stalks  from  1 grain.  lairge  beads  of  round,  plum])  white  seed,  like  Broom  Corn.  Excellent  feed  for  cattle,  horses  and 
cbicdiens,  makes  good  pop  corn  and,  when  ground,  excellent  pan  cake  flonr.  More  of  a grain  than  forage  corn  as  It  has  double 
Uie  seed  of  Kallir  Corn,  and  more  than  ai^  Caue  or  Sorghum  plant.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  5c;  lb.,  30c;  3 lbs.,  75c,  postpaid.  By  express 
or  freight,  not  i)repaul,  10  lbs.  or  more,  au  10c  per  lb. 


FETER1T.Y--A  new  grain,  introduced  l)y  the  Pbiited  States  Department  of  Agriculture  from  the  Egyptian  Soudan.  It  has 
proven  the  best  forage  i-rop  for  dry  lands  known  to  mankind. 

We  sold  Feterita  for  the  first  time  two  years  ago,  and  we  know  of  no  other  variety  of  seed  that  Inis  ever  sprung  into 
such  popular  tavor.  Feterita  has  taken  the  country  by  storm.  We  have  received  hundreds  of  letters  telling  about  the  wonderful 
yields  Unit  Feterita  made  during  the  worst  drought  the  Middle  West  has  ever  experienced. 

It  is  fully  thirty-five  to  forty  days  earlier  than  Kaffir  and  this-  also  is  a big 
advantage. 

It  branches  out  from  the  stem  aud  one  plant  will  m.-ike  as  high  as  eight  to 
ten  heads. 

The  grain  is  similar  to  Milo  but  is  pure  white  and  also  larger  and  softer  and 
yields  40  to  80  bushels  per  acre. 

Feterita  is  planted  in  rows  like  Kaffir  or  Milo  using  from  three  to  five  pounds 
per  acre  aud  the  crop  is  cultivated  and  harvested  just  like  Milo. 

PRICE:  Postpaid,  per  pkt..  5c;  per  lb.,  20c.  Price  not  postpaid,  per  lli.,  lOc ; 

5 U)  25  lbs.,  9c  per  lb. ; 25  lbs.  or  over,  8c  per  lb. 

Yields  from  6 to  16  stalks  from  one  seed.  Similar  to 
ancmilg  L/Ura  .lemsalem  Corn,  bnt  the  grain  is  of  brown  color.  During 
Ibe  severe  drouth,  in  the  middle  west  in  1913,  corn  dried  np  williin  a few  feel  of  II, 
bill  the  Branching  Dura  suflered  bnt  very  little,  prodncing  from  4 to  12  branidies 

and  grew  sturdily  from  6 to  10  feet  high.  PRICE:  By  mail,  pkg.,  lOc;  lb.,  25c.  By 

freight,  5 lbs.,  60c;  10  lbs.,  $1.00;  50  lbs.,  $4.50. 

THE  NEW.  E.4RGE  JERUSALEM  VARIETY,  producing 
from  200  to  300  bushels  per  acre.  An  excellent  food  for 
cattle,  sheep  and  milch  cows.  But  their  greatest  value  is  food  for  bogs.  Even  the 
labor  of  feeding  is  avoided,  as  the  hogs  will  help  themselves  if  allowed  to  do  so. 
We  consider  them  the  cheapest,  healthiest  hog  food  possible  to  raise.  Hogs  wilk  not 
only  grow,  bnt  fatten  on  them. 

PLANTING,  CULTURBk  PRICES,  ETC.:  Artichokes  need  planting  but  once  and 
little  or  no  culture  after  t'w  first  year.  Cut  ;is  potatoes;  plant  in  rows  three  feet 
apart.  Plow  deep,  plant  .shallow,  sa.v  two  inches.  PRICE:  1 lb.,  30c;  4 lbs.,  $1.00, 
iiv  mail,  postpaid.  By  frpi'gbt  or  express:  1 bn.,  $1.60;  5 bn.  and  over,  $1..50  per  bn 
(Four  bnsbeiR  snfticient  for  one  acre.) 


lEHUSALEIM  ARTICHOKE, 
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Ratekin's  Pure  Genuine  Alberta,  Canada  Grown  Oats 

Send  for  Free  Samples  for  Comparison 


''Y  Oats  Make 

^ Yields  and  Big  Money 

N#»w  The  Biggest,  Best  aiul  Grandest  y 

^ l^CW  x^lDCi  to,  ever  introduced  into  tins  country.  A 


Ratekin’s  New  Alberta  Oats 


The  Biggest,  Best  and  Grandest  yarietj’ 
ever  introduced  into  tliis  country.  A BHi, 
IlK.iVY  YIELDING  OATS  HAS  BEEN  OUK  HOBBY  FOB  MANY 
YEARS!  WHY?  Because  If  you  have  noticed  the  crop  and  agricultural 
reports  throughout  the  Coni  Belt  and  the  oats  growing  districts  you 
have  observed  that  the  average  yield  of  oats  does  not  run  above 
thirty  bushels  per  acre.  Do  you  luiow  the  reason  for  this?  It’s 
because  fanners  continue  to  sow  old  run  out,  run  down  sorts  year 
after  year,  when  it  is  a wellknowu  fact  that  there  is  no  cereal  crop 
grown  that  runs  out  and  degenerates  as  quick  as  oats. 


This  oats  is  making  its 
fifth  annual  bow  to  yon. 
tVe  have  now  been  handling  these  Western  Canada  oats  for  the  past 
five  years,  and  so  enormous  has  been  the  demand  for  them  eaidi 
year  we  were  several  thousand  bushels  short;  lint  we  believe  that  for 
1015  we  have  enough  to  supply  the  demand.  It  is,  however,  always 
a safe  proposition  to  order  your  seeds  of  all  kinds  Sirly  and  before 
stocks  are  broken  and  at  a time  when  we  can  give  personal  attention, 
as  far  as  possible,  before  the  rush  comes.  These  oats  come  from 
the  greatest  o.at  growing  country  in  the  world,  ALBERTA,  IN 
WESTERN  CANADA. 

We  first  introduced  these  oats  five  years  ago,  aud  they  gave 
such  wonderful  results,  everywhere  from  the  start  we  were  en- 
couraged the  following  year  to  purchase  fifteen  car  loads,  or  about 
twenty  thousand  bushels,  aud  sent  out  over  fifty  thousand  sample 
Ijackages  with  our  catalogues.  Everywhere  they  captivated  the 
grain  growing  farmer  and  as  a result  we  were  sold  out  long  befoi-e 
the  season  was  over,  and  could  have  sold  many  thousand  iuisliels 
Everywhere  they  proved  a great  success  and  THE  AVONDEK  Of’ 
THE  o.\T  AA'ORLI).  In  view  of  the  reports  that  came  to  us,  about  the  increased  and  marvelous 
yields  everywliere,  we  established  a purchasing  agent  at  Calgary,  Alberta,  in  the  great  grain 
growing  district  of  Western  Canada,  in  11)11.  and  have  maintained  an  agent  there  e.-nh  year 
since.  Our  agent  at  that  point  had  l)eeu  associated  with  us  here  in  the  seed  business  for  many 

years,  one  who  lias  made  the  study  of  cereal  farm  seeds  a sijecialty  for  years.  Since  employing 

liiin  we  have  had  him  inspecting  the  growing  crops  before  and  at  harvest  time,  locating  the 
I est.  only,  tliat  th.-it  wonderful  small  grain  country  produces,  and  we  are  pleased  to  announce  that 
we  liave  made  immense  pmadiases  from  the  cream  of  the  very  best  NEAV  ALBERTA  OATS  to  be 

found  or  located  in  tlmt  country,  and  c;ui  assure  our  friends  that  onr  seed  oats  this  year  are 

Uio  eiin.il  or  of  superior  quality  to  any  we  have  ever  imported  from  that  cmintry  before. 


more  if  we  had  had  tliem. 


The  New  Alberta — What  They  Are  Like 


The  ilUistrations  boi’dering  tliis 
page  are  a correct  illustration  of 
aver.-ige  kernels  of  these  oats.  Y'ou  will  notice  they  are  .a  l>ig,  fat  kernel.  Iiig  enough  to  please 
anyone  looking  for  something  a little  better  than  anything  ever  seen  in  the  oat  line,  and  an 
oat  tli.-it  weiglis  out  almost  as  heavy  as  wlieat;  tisually  from  forty-four  to  fifty  pounds  to  tlie 
measured  luislicl  anil  making  a yield  of  ninety  to  100  bushels  to  the  acre.  Ripen  ver.v  early  for 
a large  oat.  Has  a big,  strong,  stiff  straw,  standing  upon  any  kind  of  land,  with  sprangied  head 
ranging  from  I’J  to  IS  im-lies  long,  and  some  even  longer. 

I can  confidently  rcconiniend  these  oats  and  assure  all  onr  cnstonioi's  that  tlie.v  will  conic 
lip  to  the  full  nioasnre  of  your  exiiectations.  In  fact,  out  of  the  tlmnsand  linslicls  we  have  sent 
out  H E IIAA  E NE\  EK  II.VD  ONE  SINGI.E  ( OMI'L.MNT  OR  DIS.M'POINTED  CFSTO.MER. 

1 AA'Ol  LD  I. IKE  TO  SEE  every  farmer  who  has  one  acre  or  twenlv  acres  to  sow  in  oals 
would  be  to  SDH’  EA  KRA’  .ACRE  TO  onr  NEW  .VI.BERTAS.  It  will  require  ?V_>  bushels  per 
.Mere.  Tlie'seed  will  cost  yon  for  one  acre  bill  .Sl.T.l,  or  .'i!lT.."iO  for  eiiongli  to  jdaiit  four  acres, 

KAERA  GRAIN  GROAAING  |■.ARAIEK  SOOl  LO  SOAA'  .AT  LEAST  FIVE  OR  TEN  AI  RES 
or  THESE  O.ATS  THIS  A'K.AR.  Get  in  sliape  to  grow  your  own  seed  another  .year,  and  supply 
your  neighbors  with  their  seed.  AVe  believe  tliis  to  be  tlie  greatest  Oat  of  the  Country;  the  finest, 
slronge.st,  lioaviest  Oat  in  the  world,  and  we  wish  to  give  it  a world-wide  distribution;  tliat  is,  we  want  to  sec  it  sown  on  every 
farm  in  every  state  of  the  riiion  wliere  oats  <-aii  grow;  and  you  can  bet  your  last  dollar,  it  will  be  to  you  the  most  profitable  oat 
yiiii  ever  grew.  PRICES:  I,b.,  L'5e ; 8 lbs.,  iiostpaid,  .81. '-’5.  -At  purchaser’s  e.xpeiise,  by  express  or  freiglit;  "Pk.,  (loe;  bu.,  ijil.OO;  2 to 
4 bu.,  81-bb;  10  bu.  aud  over,  lfl.75  per  bu.  Sacks  free. 


Clay  Coiiiity,  M'>. 

I sent  to  you  for  some  of  yoiiiyXew  Allterta  Oats  two  years  ago  and  sowed  tliera  on  ordinary  ground.  I still  liave  on  exbibi- 
lion  hero  some  of  the  largest  lieads  that  I cut  from  my  crop,  some  of  tlieiii  nieasiiring  inelics  in  length  and  a large  iinijoril.v 

of  them  running  1(1  Inches.  I luuidi  regret  that  I did  not  semi  a biisliet  of  tlieiii  to  yon.  " A'ery  truly  voiirs, 

A.  Mn.i,i:i:. 
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Pure,  Genuine,  Canadian  Grown  Imported  Regenerated  Swedish  Oats  uiir  pi'oiruce^^^^ 

oats  iu  America,  both  regards  yield  and  quality  of  tbe  grain.  AYe  have  secured  tliis  year,  a quantity  of  C,-\nailiau  Grown  Itc- 
generatetl  Swedish  t)ats.  These  were  originally  (luite  a late  variety,  made  early  iiy  growing  in  llie  high  altitude  iu  wliicli  they 
were  developed.  They  are  an  improved  strain  of  the  .Swedisli  Oats  we  have  been  offering  for  sever.il  years. 

The  Regenerated  Swedish  Oats  are  extreinel.v  early,  and  iu  yield,  far  superior  to  the  Swedish.  We  know  of  instances 
where  110  to  120  bushels  per  acre  have  been  liarvested  under  favorable  conditions.  Under  ordinary  growing  conditions,  however, 
a yield  of  fifty  to  seventy-five  bushels  is  quite  certain. 

The  quality  of  tlie  grain  is  also  superior  to  the  Swedish,  the  kernels  lieing  more  plump,  and  very  heavy.  The  Regenerated 
Swedisli  Oats  we  are  offering  have  been  lired  to  such  a high  state  of  iierfection  as  to  produce  usually  three  kernels  iu  a pod.  this 
fact  being  largely  responsible  for  the  heavy  yield.  We  recommend  sowing  2%  bushels  iier^.Ujcre.  These  oats  will  do  remarkably 
well  on  rich  land  providing  a thoroughly  workeil  seed  bed  is  prepared  and  a uniform  seeding  is' made.  ntlCE:  % bu.,  45c;  bu.,  !fl.3o; 
2 liu,  at  !fl.30;  10  bu.  and  over,  at  !in.2.j. 
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Swedish  Select  Oats 

Orlginateil  in  Sweden,  was  distributed  by  the  U.  S.  Departmont  of 
Afri-iculture.  All  tbe  Kxperinient  Stations  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  coniinend  tlieni  liiglily.  Prof.  Carleton  at  Wasliington  says: 
“iNow  probably  tbe  best  American  Oat."  I’rof.  Moore,  of  Wisconsin,  who 
has  been  largely  responsible  for  tbeir  introduction,  found  tbem  tbe 
most  satisfactory  of  3(1  varieties  after  testing  them  four  years.  He  says: 
“They  are  especially  well  adapted  tor  the  upland  soils  and  do  better  on 
poor  "land  than  any  other  variety. 

The  great  root  development  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  tbe 
Swedish  Oats,  which  enables  them  to  resist  drought  better  than  any 
other  v.ariety  tested. 

Tbe  straw  is  coarse  and  is  noted  for  its  stiffness  and  power  to  resist 
lodging. 

These  oats  are  (|uite  early,  less  liable  to  smut  and  rust  than  most 
other  sorts,  and  thrive  on  nearl.v  all  soils,  and  under  almost  all  condi- 
tions, PKICE;  l*k.,  40c;  bu„  ifl.lO;  “i/o  bui,  ,1>2.50:  10  bu„  ifO.OO, 

Seed  Oats 

Comparative  tests  for  a number  of  years  have  led  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  Iowa  grown  seed  oats  are  the  best  to  plant  in  the  corn  belt 
for  tbe  main  crop.  Iowa  grows  more  oats  tb.an  any  other  state.  We 
ought  to  grow  more  than  we  do.  This  is  easy  to  do  if  we  use  selected 
seed  from  improved  varieties.  Every  f.armer  understands  that  the  great- 
est damage  to  oats  comes  tbrongh  the  bad  weather  conditions  that  usu- 
ally obtain  in  late  .Tune  and  early  .Tuly.  The  problem  in  oats  raising  is 
til  get  varieties  that  will  mattire  liefore  the  adverse  conditions  obtain, 
and  that  will  proiluce  grain  in  [troiltable  .amount.  We  always  are  able  to 
siiiiply  choice  stotdts  of  all  the  best  early  sorts. 

Ratekin’s  Banner 


Swedish  Select. 


Ratekin’s  Big  Banner 
100  Bushel  Oats 

Look  Here!  The  Earliest  to  Mature  and 
Largest  in  Yield 


T believe  nmongr  nil  thnt  is  good  “RATEKINLS  BIG  BANNER 
100  BUSHEL  WHITE  OATS'*  to  be  the  best  Americau  oats  grown, 
and  next  to  oiir  New  ALBERTA  Canada  oats,  and  e<iual  to  any 
oats  to  Ije  found  in  this  country.  They  are  big,  plump  and  pretty. 
Crown  side  by  side  with  common  sorts  they  have  frequently  made 
a yield  of  lUU  Inishels  per  acre  where  common  varieties  made 
but  twenty-live  to  forty  Imshels.  Hundre<ls  of  our  customers 
have  written  us  that  on  account  of  their  earliuess,  enormous 
yielding  qualities,  freedom  from  rust  and  wonderful  stiff  straw, 
standing  np^  perlectly  under  wet  weather  conditions  that  caused 
other  varieties  to  lodge  and  go  down,  there  was  NONE  LIKE 
THEM. 


These  oats  are  a siirangle  head,  large  grain,  thin  hull,  and 
are  the  best  and  most  economical  oats  for  feeding.  They  weigh 
out  forty  to  forty-three  pounds  to  the  measured  bushel.  Every 
farmer  should  try  them  this  year.  Order  at  least  ten  to  twenty 
bushels,  enough  to  get  a start  and  some  to  sell  to  your  neighbors 
lor  secfl.  (irder  early  atid  you  will  hav(*  them  when  rea«iy  to  sow. 

T?y  freight  or^  exjH'ess  at  piii*chaser’s  expense.'!  Im.,  of 
lbs..  Sl.:.*.i;  'j  bu..  10  l>ii.  ainl  over,  Jjll.OO  i>er  bii.  Bags  free. 


Read  First  Inside  Cover  Page  and  Pages  1 and  2 for  General  Information. 
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Oats  — Continued 

RATEKIN’S  NEW  SENSATION  OATS 

This  is  another  of  our  known  best  varieties  and  one  that  should  not  be  overlooked. 

We  were  the  originators,  and  first  introduced  RATEKIN’S  NEW  SENSATION  OATS 
eight  years  ago,  and  have  sent  out  thousands  of  bushels  each  year  since  that  time,  and 
everywhere  they  have  proven  one  of  the  earliest,  hardiest,  most  productive  and  best  in 
ijuality  of  all  American  grown  varieties  of  oats. 

i)ESCKIPTION; Noted  for  their  vigorous  growth,  strong,  stiff  straw  and  rust 
resisting  qualities.  The  heads  are  sprangled,  grains  large,  fat  and  plump,  running  from 
:16  to  40  pounds  to  the  measured  bushel,  and  yielding  from  60  to  100  bushels  per  acre. 

OER  I’RICES  make  it  possible  for  every  farmer  to  sow  10  to  40  acres  of  these  oats. 

In  addition  to  ycur  own  requirements  you  can  readily  sell  all  your  surplus  to  your 
neighbors  for  seed  at  a greatly  advanced  price  above  the  market  prices.  Don’t  fail  to 
sow  liberally  of  these  oats.  They  will  not  disappoint  your  hopes  and  best  expectations. 

PRICE;. 1 lb.,  2.5c;  3 Ibs.,  COc,  postpaid.  By  freight  or  express  at  purchaser's  expense: 

1 bushel  of  32  lbs.,  !fl.25 ; 2 bushels,  .$2.25;  10  bu.shels  and  over,  .$1.00;  50  bushels  and  over, 

;»5c  per  bushel.  Bags  free  f.  o.  b.  Shenandoah. 

Sauk  County,  Wis.,  dec.  1. 

The  New  Sensation  Oats  I got  from  you  last  year  made  me  a yield  of  92  bushels 
per  acre;  the  finest  oats  I ever  saw.  Send  me  vour  1914  catalogue;  will  want  a lot  of 
seeds  this  year.  ADOLPH  F.  SCHMIDT. 

Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  26. 

Please  send  me  your  new  catalogue  as  soon  as  ready  for  mailing.  The  New 
Sensation  Oats  I got  from  you  last  spring  wei-e  really  the  sensation  of  this  country. 

They  grew  five  feet  high  and  tops  were  as  level  as  a pond  of  water.  They  ripened  July 
8th  and  threshed  out  90  bushels  per  acre.  How  is  that?  Of  course  I'm  pleased.  Send  me 
.vour  1915  catalogue  as  soon  as  ready  for  m.ailing.  SAMUEL  P.  MILLER. 

Ratekin’s  Seed  House:  ' Tazwell  County,  111.,  Nov.  1. 

I want  to  tell  you  the  New  Sensation  Oats  turned  out  dandy.  My  yield  was  95% 
bushels  per  acre  last  year  and  59  bushels  per  acre  this  year.  They  ripened  early,  stood 
up  well  and  weighed  out  38  pounds  per  measured  busliel.  Yours  truly, 

G.  M.  ROGERS. 

Bucks  County,  Penn.,  Oct.  10. 

Gentlemen  : — I have  ,iust  threshed  my  New  Sensation  Oats  from  seed  I got  from 
you  last  spring,  and  want  to  tell  you  they  beat  anything  ever  grown  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  They  grew  strong,  robust  straw,  medium  height,  ripened  early  and  made  78 
bushels  of  the  finest  oats  I ever  saw;  they  are  sure  a success  here.  JOHN  \Y.  WELLS. 

Ratekm’’sNewKherson 
Oats 

Without  a blemish.  Without  a flaw.  Most 
wonderful  oats.  John  R.  Lang  of  Sherman  County, 

Nebraska,  raised  112  bushels  per  acre.  John  Sipple, 
of  Guthrie  County,  Iowa,  says  the  Kherson  produced 
double  the  yield  of  common  oats  on  his  place. 

This  new  v.-iriety  of  oats  was  discovered  by  Prof. 

P.  W.  Taylor,  the  superintendent  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  of  the  great  World’s  Fair  of  St.  Louis, 
when  he  was  traveling  in  the  province  of  Kherson, 

Russia,  in  1900.  They  were  first  imported  into  this 
country  and  grown  at  the  Nebraska  Agricultural 
Exiierimental  Station,  where  they  proved  such  a 
great  success  they  sent  out  small  lots  to  farmers 
all  over  the  state  and  tests  everywhere  proved  that 
these  oats  exceeded  the  highest  expectation  as  to 
enrliness,  amount  of  yield  and  adaptability  to  with- 
stand heavy  winds  and  not  lodge.  The  Kherson 
oats  are  about  three  weeks  earlier  to  ripen  than 
ordinary  varieties.  The  pl.ant  is  a vigorous  but 
somewhat  dwarf  growth,  tint  shorter  or  not  so  tall 
as  later  varieties,  hence  not  so  liable  to  lodge.  The 
leaves  are  broad,  frequently  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
wide,  extending  to  the  roots.  The  heads  have  fine 
large  sprangled  full  heads,  which  freiiuently  have 
more  than  100  seeds.  A good  idea  is  obtained  from 
the  accompanying  illustration.  We  confidently  ad- 
vise our  customers  to  sow  liberally  of  these  oats. 

The  Kherson  oats  will  always  make  you  a sure  and 
certain  crop  whether  the  season  is  wet  or  dry.  The 
demand  for  these  oats  has  l>een  almost  unparalleled 
in  the  past,  but  we  are  .abundantly  supplied  this 

yeiir.  They  have  stood  the  test  on  more  than  30.000  farms  in  Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Kan- 
s.-is  during  the  past  five  years  and  despite  tinfavorable  conditions  have  produced  heavily 
everywhere.  No  sort  has  so  thoroughly  and  completely  shown  its  capability  to  with- 
stand drotith  or  wet  weather  as  the  Kherson.  It  is  bug'  proof  and  rust  proof.  It’s  quick 
to  get  there.  It’s  re.idy  to  cut,  thresh  and  feed  before  ordinary  sorts  are  ripe.  It  gives  big 
yields.  It’s  the  last  twenty  to  forty  bushels  per  acre  that  makes  farming  profitable.  If 
l•OInlnou  oats  yield  thirty  to  forty  bushels  and  the  Kherson  gives  you  sixty  to  ninety  bushels, 
the  last  thirty  to  forty  bushels  are  profits. 

C0.8T:  The  price  we  are  offering  these  oats  at  is  ridiculously  low,  and  every  farmer 
who  reads  this  catalog  can  afford  to  try  at  least  a part  of  his  crop  to  these  oats  the  coming 
season.  PKIt'E:  I to  5 bushels,  $1.0(1  per  bushel;  10  bu.,  90c  per  bu. ; '25  bu.  and  over,  85c. 
Bags  free. 

Ratekin’s  Seed  House,  Shenandoah,  Iowa.  York,  Nebraska,  Sep.  15. 

Gentlemen  : — The  New  Kherson  Oats  I got  from  you  last  spring  are  just  what  you 
claiine<l  for  them.  “They  are  without  a blemish.  tYithout  a flaw.  The  most  wonderful  oats 
this  country  has  ever  had."  1 threshed  1,270  bushels  from  ten  acres.  How  is  that?  Tell  the 
farmers  everywhere  to  sow  the  Kherson  Oats.  There  is  none  like  them.  The  early  dry  weather 
done  up  other  soi-ts  here,  and  I will  sell  every  Iiushel  I have  for  seed.  Truly  yours. 

JOHN  SHUBERT. 
Livingston  County,  Illinois,  Oct.  .30,  1911. 

The  New  Kherson  Oats  is  all  you  recommended  them  to  be — iron  clad.  My  crop  made  seventy-six  bushels  per  acre  the  past 
season  and  ri])ened  two  weeks  ahead  of  earliest  varieties  in  this  vicinity.  S.-VMUBL  S.  SEMELROTH. 


Kherson  Oats  have  given  (he  largest  yields  each  year  for  four  years  past  at  the  Iowa  .Agrieultural  College  at  Ames,  Iowa, 
and  fnlly  two  weeks  earlier. 
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Ratekin’s  Early  Champion  Oats 

p I Time  tried,  thoroiigiily  lested  ;md  always  a sure  eropi)ei'. 

CjBiYiy  ^Il&rnpiOn  TUey  are  au  old,  well  established  and  well-known  sort.  Every 
farmer  knows  what  to  depend  ui)on  when  he  sows  them,  namely:  they  can  always  be 
relied  upon  for  a large  yield  and  a sure  crop.  In  fad,  the  IOW.\  EXI’KKI.MENTAI, 
college  recommends  them  very  highly  as  among  the  best  yielders  and  as  the  l)est 
for  spring  nnr.se  crop  to  grass  and  clover.  They  grow  a short,  very  stiff  straw,  alwa.vs 
stand  up  well  .ind  ripen  very  early.  Wallace’s  Farmer  says:  “We  wonhl  rather  risk 
growing  grass  witli  Early  Chainiiion  and  Kherson  Oats  than  any  other  varieties  known 
or  grown."  I'KICE:  1 bu„  Soc  per  bu.;  2 bn.,  Ijil.GO;  10  bu.  or  over,  75c  per  bu.  Bags 
free.  . . 

Qivf-tr  rtair  Oafc  .Sixty  Day  Oat  is  certainly  a very  valuable  variety.  It  is 

iJlXiy  Uay  WalS  giving  satisfaction  over  a wide  range  of  territory,  is  yielding 
right  along  side  of  any  variety’,  is  at  least  two  to  three  weeks  earlier,  gets  ahead  of  the 
rust  and  hot  winds,  and  when  oats  must  lie  used  as  a nurse  crop  is  decidedly  a splendid 
variety  for  this  purpose,  as  it  grows  six  inches  to  a foot  shorter  than  ordinary  varieties. 

It  frequently  happens  that  farmers  can  get  this  oat  on  the  market  fifteen  d.ays  earlier 
than  any  other  variety  and  get  several  cents  per  bushel  higher  price  on  this  account. 

The  original  seed  of  this  valuable  oat  was  secured  in  Russia  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  1002.  Some  of  this  seed  was  sent  by  the  Governnient  to  the 
South  Dakota  Experimental  Station  and  that  Institution  in  its  bulletin  No.  90  makes  the 
following  report:  “With  only  two  exceptions,  every  farmer  to  whom  we  have  sold  this 
oats  is  still  growing  it  and  is  much  pleased  with  it.  In  North  Dakota  the  60  Day  Oat  has 
headed  the  list  of  varieties  under  trial  for  the  last  three  years.  It  is  a small  yellowish 
oat  that  weighs  about  34  pounds  a bushel.  The  hull  is  very  thin,  being  easily  shelled 
in  threshing. 

The  Sixty  Day  Oat  has  made  a fair  crop  when  other  varieties  failed  entirely.  It  is 
so  early  that  it  may  be  harvested  with  barley,  and  is  three  weeks  ahead  of  most  other 
sorts.  It  has  averaged  40  to  (10  bushels  to  the  acre  in  recent  seasons  on  the  same  ground 
on  which  other  varieties  failed  almost  entirel.v.  The  average  yield  of  Sixty  Day  Oats 
at  the  Minnesota  Experimental  Station  has  been  64  bushels  an  acre.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  some  years  have  been  very  unfavorable  and  that  the  yield  in  1908  was  only 
41  bushels  an  acre,  whiidi  was  larger  than  any  other  variety  grown  on  the  Station 
grounds.  This  is  not  a side  oat.  PRICE:  lb.,  20c,  postpaid;  by  exiiress  or  freight,  bu., 

$1.00;  2 bu.,  at  ¥1-90;  10  bu.,  at  90c  per  bu.  Bags  free. 

Ratekin's  Northern  Grown 
Texas  Red  Rust-Proof  Oats 

The  Best  Oats  Grown  for  the  South;  and  a Good  One 
for  the  North,  East  or  West 

Ratekin’s  Red  Rust-Proof  Oats  ii“^.sX‘co"unt:Tlxrs!\"nd'"K^^ 

were  visiting  in  that  state  a few  years  ago  our  attention  was  brought  to  one  of  the  finest 
fields  of  oats  we  have  ever  seen.  At  the  same  time  other  oat  crops  on  every  side  in  that 
part  of  the  country  were  completely  destroyed  by  rust  and  blight,  and  were  crinkled 
down  and  not  worth  cutting.  We  bought  the  entire  product  of  the  field,  about  1,800 
bushels,  and  shipped  them  to  Iowa  for  seed.  It  was  an  experiment  with  us,  but  we  knew 
that  with  the  success  they  had  attained  under  the  hot,  burning  sun  of  that  climate  what 
they  would  do  here  in  the  North,  and  we  were  not  disappointed  in  results  and  our  ex- 
pectations. Since  then  we  have  grown  them  by  hundreds  of  acres,  and  have  sent  out 
thousands  of  bushels  to  all  parts  of  this  country,  and  everywhere  they  have  proven 
a success  and  au  absolute  sure  cropper  and  an  enormous  yielder.  Because  of  this  and 
our  introduction  of  them  in  the  North  they  are  now  catalogued  by  a large  number  of 
the  seed  houses  of  the  country.  These  oats  are  adapted  to  every  locality  in  the  Union 
where  oats  can  be  grown,  and  are  especially  adapted  to  all  states  and  localities  laying 
south  of  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  southern  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and  do  better  than 
other  varieties,  as  they  are  of  greater  tenacity  to  resist  hot  weather  and  drought  than 
any  other  variet.v  in  existence.  In  the  North  they  can  be  sown  earlier  than  auy  other 
variety,  as  a light  freeze  or  frost  does  not  hurt  or  iu.iure  them  as  other  sorts.  In  the 
South  they  are  usually  sown  in  the  fall  or  winter,  any  time  between  the  middle  of  October 
until  time  to  sow  spring  oats. 

While  we  are  not  a knocker,  we  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  from  reports  that  come 
to  us,  if  true,  more  than  75  per  cent,  of  all  Northern  grown  Texas  Red  Rust-Proof  Oat.s 
sent  out  for  seed  are  more  or  less  mixed  with  other  varieties.  With  us,  however,  we 
have  been  extremely  careful  in  handling,  threshing  and  garnering  our  seed  crops,  and 
our  stock  may  be  depended  upon  to  be  absolutely  pure.  As  their  name  implies  they  are 
al)solutel.v  rust-proof  : besides  the.v  ripen  and  are  ready  for  harvest  fully  two  weeks  ahead 
of  ordinary  varieties,  thus  escaping  storms  and  other  unfavorable  conditions.  You  can 
have  them  threshed  and  be  feeding  them  before  late  varieties  are  ready  to  cut. 

Since  these  oats  have  been  acclimated  and  grown  here  in  the  North  they  have 
become  more  hardy  and  vigorous  than  the  same  variety  grown  in  the  South,  and  will 
give  much  better  i-esults  in  the  South  than  the  Southern  grown. 

DESCRIPTION:  Texas  Red  Rust-Proof  Oats  are  not  a handsome  oat  to  look  at, 
but  what  they  lack  in  beauty  they  abundantly  make  up  in  certainty  of  crop  and  yield. 

They  grow  to  medium  height,  three  and  a half  to  four  feet  tall,  have  a sprangle  head 
well  filled  with  grains,  often  running  100  to  125  kernels  to  the  head : also  a splendid 
stooler.  The  grains  or  kernels  are  of  a yellowish-red  cast,  with  a husk  extending  well  out  over  the  tip  ends,  hence 
out  quite  as  heavy  per  measured  bushel  as  some  other  varieties,  but  easily  make  up  the  <liffereuce  In  bushels.  In 
most  heartily  recommend  these  oats  and  their  adaptability  to  any  place  where  oats  are  grown,  and  especially  recom 
our  Southern  friends  and  customers.  PRICE:  1 to  10  bu.,  .fl.OO  per  bu. ; 10  bu.  or  over,  00c  per  bu 


Early  Champion  Oats. 


do  not  weigh 
brief,  we  can 
mend  them  to 


1”  bushels  and  value  ranks  4th  as  a staple  farm  crop.  It  is  a crop  that  is  absolutel.v  indispensible  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
American  farmer,  for  niany  reasons.  It  is  not  only  ;ui  imperative  commodity  as  a food  for  both  man  and  beast,  but  as  .a 

rotation  crop  nothing  takes  its  [)lace.  Jleantime  it  is  not  appreciated  as  a money  crop  in  this  country  as  it  is  in  older  countries; 

nor  does  it  have  anything  like  the  attention  it  does  there.  In  fact  in  these  older  countries  inmdi  more  careful  .attention  is  given 
to  varieties  and  (|u.ality  of  seed  than  in  this  country  where,  we  are  sorry  to  say.  oats  are  sown  and  grown  more  as  .a  makeshift 

than  the  i>rofit  there  is  to  be  derived  by  proper  attention.  In  Germany,  notably  as  well  as  in  Sweeden,  Russi.a  and  numerous 

other  countries  Oats  is  one  of  the  most  important  crops  grown,  and  on  land  that  has  been  in  cultivation  four,  five  and  six  hundred 
years  they  are  producing  two  to  three  times  as  many  bushels  per  acre  as  we  are  in  this  country,  on  i)racticall,v  virgin  soil,  capable 
of  giving  much  larger  yields  than  is  obtained  in  any  of  these  old  countries.  WHY  IS  THIS?  It  is  because  they  give  much  more 
and  better  attention  to  im[)roving  and  improved  varieties  and  cultivation  than  we  do  in  this  country.  With  the  same  care  and 
attention  here  that  is  given  there  OUR  OAT  CROP  COULD  BE  .MUCH  MORE  THAN  DOUBLED. 


In  making  up  our  list  of  Seed  Oats  this  year  we  have  discarded  all  the  common  old  run  out  varieties  and  are  listing  only 
the  cream  of  all  the  best  improved  varieties,  and,  YOU,  our  customers  will  find  all  the  best  and  most  improved  varieties  there  is 
grown  or  offered  anywhere,  also  just  what  we  have  represented  them  to  be.  Read  over  descriptions  of  different  varieties:  Select 
wlnitever  may  seem  best  to  meet  your  requirements,  pnrijosesand  locality  and  let  us  Iiave  your  orders,  ;ind  you  may  depend 
upon  receiving  the  best  quality  and  gra<le,  and  of  pure  stock. 
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Marquis  Wheat  the  king  of  all  spring  wheats 
Remarkably  Early,  Exceedingly  Productive.  Unexcelled  in  Milling  Quality.' 

Pronounced  by  Both  Parmers  and  Millers  the  Finest  Spring  Wlieat  for  the  Western  Territory. 

It  is  ten  days  earlier;  produces  10  bushels  more  per  acre;  has  a higher] 
milling  and  baking  quality  than  any  other  Hard  Spring  Wheat  known  today  ] 

The  AVheat  tliat  won  the  sfl.OOO  prize  at  the  New  York  Agricultural  Exhibition  for  the  best  wheat  grown 
on  the  continents  of  North  anil  South  America. 

It  couil.)lnes  all  the  qualities  so  earuestly  sought  after  by  the  cerealist  and  devotedly  hoped  for  by  the  grain 
growers  of  the  West.  ^ 

Oi-irrin  Marquis  Wheat  was  originated  by  Doctors  Chas.  and  Win.  Saunders  of  the  Central  Experiment  Sta- 

V,rrigiri  tion,  Ottawa,  Canada,  by  crossing  the  Red  Fife  and  the  Hard  Calcutta,  a native  wheat  of  India  which 

had  become  acclimated  to  northern  conditions.  The  first  experiments  were  conducted  in  1886.  and  it  was  not  until 
1903  that  it  was  fully  developed.  By  scientific  cross  breeding,  a variety  was  produced  that  inherited  the  re-i 
markable  earliness  of  the  Calcutta,  and  the  resistant  and  yielding  qualities  of  the  Red  Fife.  The  original  stock J 
of  seed  was  very  small,  but  by  careful  husbandry  the  amount  was  gradually  increased  so  that  it  might  be  dis- 
seminated throughout  America. 

APvi-yo  Marquis  Wheat  won  the  One  Thousand  Dollar  prize  offered  by  Sir  Thos.  Shaughnessy ! 

lilZe  Winner  fQr  the  best  wheat  in  America,  at  the  New  York  Grain  Exposition  in  1911.  It  also  wou  i 
the  Three  Thousand  Dollar  prize  at  the  International  Dry  Farming  Congress  .at  Lethbridge,  Alberta,  in  October,! 
1912,  in  a competition  open  to  the  whole  world.  jMarquis  Wheat  was  again  successful  in  winning  the  Sweep- i 
stakes  prize  at  the  Dry  Farming  Congress  held  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  in  1913.  i 

Foiflimocc  Maiviuis  Wheat  is  ten  days  earlier  than  Red  Fife  and  this  fact  alone  should  induce  many  of  our  cus- 
j-iarlincSS  tomers  to  grow  it  this  spring.  Read  what  Mr.  Jas.  Austin  says  about  earliness  and  what  it  means  to 
the  wheat  grower  at  a time  when  rust,  smut,  drought  or  hot  winds  may  take  his  crop  at  any  time.  These  ten  f 
days  may  save  his  entire  crop  from  loss. 

P J Marquis  Wheat  has  out-yielded  all  other  Spring  Wheats  grown  under  the  same  conditions 

Jr  rOQUCllVeoeSS  of  soU,  cultivation  and  climate.  The  increased  yield  varies  from  5 to  10  bushels  per  acre. 
Jlr.  t^has.  Vandenhook  of  Bozeman,  Mont.,  secured  a crop  of  52  bushels  to  the  acre  on  a ten  acre  field  of  Marquis 
Wheat  in  1913.  The  fields  from  which  our  seed  was  grown  in  Canada,  produced  51.50  bushels  on  100  acres.  A 
five  year  average  yield  at  the  Brandon  Experiment  .Station  was  44  bushels  per  acre. 

Q Maniuis  Wheat  has  by  numerous  milling  tests,  shown  a higher  percentage  of  gluten,  a better  color, 

Ualliy  greater  absorption  and  heavy  weight  per  bushel  of  grain.  This  question  of  quality  is  of  great  im- 
jiortance  to  the  wheat  grower  when  he  comes  to  dispose  of  his  crop  at  the  mill  or  elevator.  Almost  without 
exception,  -Marquis  IVheat  will  grade  No.  1.  Hard. 

A Marquis  Wheat  is  similar  in  appearance  to  Red 

/appearance  Fife,  but  the  heads,  as  a rule,  are  heavier  and 

the  straw  shorter,  making  it  less  likely  to  lodge.  The  kernel  is 
flinty,  a little  darker  in  color  than  Red  Fife,  being  dark  red,  and 
more  plump  than  that  variety.  It  is  beardless,  having  smooth, 
vellow  chaff.  It  weighs  from  04  to  66  pounds  to  the  measured  bushel. 

!•  /-I  The  seed  we  offer  this  year  was  raised  in 

Canadian  Vjrown  Canada  on  new  land.  Being  raised  in 
the  far  north,  this  wheat  has  all  tlie  inherited  tendencies  of  that 
locality,  earliness,  hardiness  and  productiveness. 

p„:„_  We  have  made  the  prices  very  reasonable.  .fl.OO  per  bushel 
1 rice  tiian  last  season.  Considering  the  increased  yield,  finer 

qiialit.v  and  curliness  of  yiarquis  AVheat.  the  first  cost  of  the  seed  is 
returned  many  times  over  in  the  additional  value  which  may  be  se- 
cui-ed  for  the'cro]i.  Our  prices  include  bags.  % hu..  6.5c;  bu.,  $2.20; 

2 bu.  @ .‘i!2.25:  IP  bn.  @ .'?2.00 ; 160  liu.  @ ,'>1.95.  Write  for  special 
prices  in  large  quantities. 

II  ( 'this  variety  of  spring  wheat  has  been  selected 

Iowa.  Lanier  ,,nd  lu-ed  bj-  us  and  our  seed  stock  grown  under 

our  own  personal  supervision  until  it  has  attained  such  a high  stand- 
ard and  ijnalitv  that  we  feel  .instly  entitled  to  give  it  a distinct 
name  and  brand.  All  who  have  seen  this  wheat,  both  the  grain  and 
the  crops  while  growing,  com])liment  us  on  its  superior  quality  and 
yield,  also  fine  aiipearance.  It  is  as  nearly  pure  as  wheat  can  he 
iind  liy  cross  breeding  we  have  produced  one  of  the  most  vigorous 
strains  of  spring  wheat  wo  have  ever  seen,  which  goes  far  in  in- 
creasing the  viehl,  its  early  maturity  and  reducing  the  damage  by 
rust,  liugs  and  slornis.  It  is  a hard  bearded  variety,  that  produces 
the  liest  milling  wheat  and  tine.st  tfour  that  can  he  made. 

PItU'E:  I’ound,  mail  postpaid,  20c;  3 lbs.,  .50c._  By  express 
or  freight,  purchaser's  expense:  I’eck,  50c;  bu.,  lfl.75;  5 bu.  and 
over.  ,'i!1.60  iier  lui.  Bags  free. 

a*  • c IK/’U  Grand  .Macaroni  Wheat!  Noble 

l\^a.CarOni  Spring  Wnca.t  Jiacaroni  wheat!  The  wheat 
II  that  defies  rust,  that  fearful  scourge.  Marvelous  Wheat,  .Macaroni! 

‘ The  wonderful  wheat  defying  all  climates  and  climatic  conditions, 

disease  insects  and  rust;  yes,  everything,  a yield  bordering  on 
llic  mirveloiis  iivacaiami,  or  Durum  Wliral  ; a Ureat  Drought  Kesister ; Rust 
l>roof  ' Sent  out  bv  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  under  strong  recom- 
mendation as  to  it's  great  value  for  semi-arid  Laud  where  good  crops  of  spring  wheat 
i-mnoV  be  grown  or  iiroduced  under  ordinary  (amditions,  and  it  has  more  than  .iusti- 
ti'Teverv  claim  made  for  it.  Yields  .50  ,.er  cent  greater  than  any  other  variety  of 
udie-il  Many  farmers  report  enormous  yields.  One  writes,  “I  oldained  sixty-two 
Imsheis  to'  the  acre  another  sevimt y-oiie,  another  fifty-two,  another  forty-eight  and 
■Ii  rdher  fortv-nine It  is  always  a sure  cropper  everywhere  and  will  mature  in  a 
■liorter  nerio'd  ttian  any  other  variidy  of  siiring  wheal.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  the 
i'cil-olas  Minnesota  lo'wa.  -Nebraska,  Colorado,  New  Mexiiai.  Kansas.  Oklahoma.  Texas 
•I  ml  .v'rizona  It  do’es  well  on  |ioor  land  and  gives  enormous  yields  on  good  soil.  The 
'grain  is've'rv  hard  and  closely  woven,  translucent,  and  rather  large.  Heads  bearded, 
coimiac’tlv  formed  and  well  tilled.  It  may  be  sown  in  Oklahoma,  Texas  and  that 
i-it-it  I'de  in  the  fall’  in  the  Nortli  it  should  be  sown  :is  early  in  the  spring  as  condi- 
tions will  permit.  'it  requires  one  and  one-half  bushels  to  the  acre. 

PKICE-  1*01111(1  by  mall.  25e;  3 lbs.,  60c.  By  express  or  freight,  expense  of 
purchaser:  l'*eck,  title':  IL  bu.,  ^M.OO;  1 bu„  $1.95;  3 bu.,  ^il.90  per  bu.;  10  bu.,  and  over 
ijil.Sb  per  bu.  Bags  free. 


RATEKIN’S  HARDY  NORTHERN  GROWN  RELIABLE  WINTER  WHEAT 

F.4LL  C-4T-VLOO  OF  SFICD  WIIFAT  D .SEASON ABLE  SEEDS,  I KEE,  KE-VDV  lOit  M.MEINti  1.5— WHITE  FOB  IT. 
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Ratekin’s  New  Mammoth  Wonder  Winter  White  Rye 

consider  winter  wliito  rye  one  of  tlie  most  iuiporinnt  of  all  farm  crops.  In 
riclIlllilOLll  VV  OnOiCr  wrilic  rvj'®  tlie  tlr.st  place  it  is  a sure  crop,  failures  i>eiug^  iiukuowu,  livery  faiuiier  should 
ave  ai  least  a few  acres  of  it.  it  is  sown  iu  the  fall,  and  as  it  grows  vigorously  will  furnish  pasture  till  late  in  the  fall  ami  early 
inter  also  early  iu  the  S[)i'ing  tiefore  grasses  have  made  a growth.  So,  it  is  of  great  v.ilue  to  d;iii'v  farmers,  if  sown  early  in  the 

pring  it  makes  an  early  and  aliundaut  pasture,  lull  makes  no  grain  <-rop.  t)ur  Mammotli  Wonder  Kye  is  of  e.xtra  quality.  It 

■ill  please  you  no  matter  whetlier  you  want  it  for  luisture  or  grain,  drown  for  grain  alone  it  will  make  uiouey  for  you.  Sixty 

ushels  i»er  acre  liave  been  procured  . PKICK:  Peck,  .oOc ; bti.,  ifl.lt);  ti  bn.  or  more,  .sp.'-iri  per  bti;  It)  tin.  or  more,  $1.25  per  bn. 


Ratekin’s  Mammoth  Spring  Rye 

I want  to  tell  you  soniettiing  about  .Spring  Uye,  and  that  is:  “It's  a luone.v  maker  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word!  The 

ield  is  alwaj'S  big  anci  tlie  demand  for  same  growing  witli  eai'li  season,  Katekin’s  , Mammotli  .Spring  K.ve  would  he  asiiameii  oi 
self  to  yield  less  than  40  hiisliels  per  aeri' — and  at  lliat  ,i  ield  10  ai'res  would  pa.v  .voii  liaiidsomely . 

This  uiaguitlceut  It.ve  is  of  recent  iulroductioii,  and  it  has  proven  to  maii.i  of  our  fanner  customers  a sure  money-maker, 
liig  money-maker  and  an  easy  money-maker,  as  good  Sjiring  Uye  lirouglit  as  good  price  as  Wtieat  amt  yielded  from  10  to  31) 
iishelS'per  af-re  more.  The  price  is  seldom  below  ,suc  pei’  bushel,  widle  the  yield  rai'ely  fall.s  below  10  busliels  ]jer  acre.  We  have 
ut  a few  hundred  luishels  of  this  Uye.  and  we  reiiuest  our  farmer  customers  to  order  I'arly,  as  it  is  I lie  early  bird  tliat  catches  this 
tye,  as  later  on  iu  the  season  it  will  surely  lie  sold.  It  <-an  be  sown  at  the  same  time  when  Spring  Wheat  is  sown,  at  the  rate 

f two  liusliels  jier  acre,  if  sown  alone,  but  it  is  much  used  as  a forage  crop  and  grown  togethei-  with  vetches  and  oats.  It  can  be 

own  later  ttiau  other  spring  grain  and  on  that  account  it  is  much  used  as  a catch  crop  wtiere  wintei'  grain  has  been  killed  out. 

llatekiu's  Mammoth  Spring  Rye  is  as  productive  as  Winter  Rye,  if  not  more  so. 

Our  seed  is  grown  on  our  own  farms  and  not  bought  iu  tlie  open  market,  we  can  therefore  voiu  li  for  it  to  lie  Genuine  Spring 
tye  and  not  Winter  Rye.  rKU'IC  OP  K.VTKKIN’.S  iM.A.M  IMOT II  .SPRING  UYE;  Pkg,,  IDc;  lli,,  ;',f)c,  postpaid;  !■>'  fi'eight,  pk.,  GOc ; 

n.,  .$2.1)0;  2 tdi,  or  more  at  .$3.7.5  per  bn. 


Speltz  or  Emmer 


I IT  IS  THE  greatest  SM.YLL  GRAIN  CROP  GROWN:  IT  HAS  TEN  THOUSAND  POINTS  IN  ITS  FAVOR  AND  NOT 
liiNE  BAD  ONE.  IT  RESISTS  DROUTH;  IT  THRIVES  ON  POOR  LAND,  ON  STONY  GROUND.  IN  FOREST  REGIONS,  ON 

‘HE  PRAIRIES;  IT  .M.AKES  A CROP  WITH  ALMOST  ANY  CONDITIONS  OF  SOIL  .YND  ( LIM.VTE;  IT  ENDURES  A GREAT 

i lE.YL  OP’  FROST;  IT  IS  NOT  RE.ADILY  D.YMAGED  BY  HARVEST  RAINS;  IT  DOES  NOT  RUST,  BLKillT  OR  SMUT;  YIELDS 
: lORE  THAN  WHE.AT,  OATS  OR  BARLEY;  MAKES  BETTER  FEED  TILYN  O.YTS  OK  B.ARLEY;  RIPENS  VERY  EARLY. 

t 

id  Qi-kolpT?  Tliis  que.stion  has  been  asked  us  a thousand  times  during  tlie  past  ten  years.  SPELTZ  IS  .A  CEREAL 
fV  nai  IS  opeiiz  . xo  sow.  it  ha.s  ten  thousand  points  in  its  favor  and  not  one  bad  one— Is  good  for 
; verytliing  any  otlier  cereal  crojis  are.  It'.s  good  for  pasture;  fattens  in  the  green  state,  it  makes  the  best  of  hay.  It  grows 
ll)i)  leafy  stalk  from  one  seed.  It’s  fhe  most  profltalile  hay  and  grain  food  combined  on  eai'tli.  It  will  grow  anywhere  that  an.v 

tlier  grain  crop  will.  It's  tlie  greatest  drouth  resister  in  the  world,  yet  never  affected  liy  rains,  it  neither  rusts.  Idiglits  or  lodges, 

lit  matures  earlier  than  oats  or  S|iring  wlieat.  It  yields  ten  to  twenty  liusliels  more  per  acre  tlian  oats;  it’s  equal  to  corn,  barley, 

" ats  or  rye  as  a food.  Hogs  siiueal  for  it:  cattle  liawl  for  it,  and  liorses  neigh  for  it.  Due  farmer  said:  “11'’  YOU  .SOW  .SPELTZ 

riVE  YE.-VKS  \OU  C.YN  WE.YR  DI.YMOND.S,  and  your  wife  C.VN  WEAK  SILK  .AND  S.ATIN,  and  when  your  friends  come  to  visit 

on.  yon  can  take  them  out  in  an  automoliile;  yes,  and  take  a trip  around  the  world  if  yon  want  to.  it’s  Hie  surest  crop  ever 

j hinted.  It  yields  enormously.  It’s  tlie  richest  food  out.  For  fattening  cattle  and  swine  it  can’t  be  beat. 

i rtf  Qrtrtlt'z  simplicity  itself.  It’s  sown  in  the  spring  in  the  North;  in  the  fall,  winter  and  spring  in  the  South. 

^UlUurc  Ol  kjpeilZ  iq-epare  your  ground  as  you  would  for  wheat  or  oats  and  sow  at  the  rate  of  two  luishels  or  eighty 
onnds  to  the  acre.  Cut  when  in  the  milk  and  it  will  make  a splendid  hay  prop.  For  grain  crop  cut  wlien  ripe  and  Hiresh  .same  as 
Iher  small  grain.  It  is  extremely  hardy  and  can  be  sown  earlier  than  spring  wdieat  or  oats,  a light  freeze  or  frost  will  not  affect  it. 
peltz  is  one  of  the  things  we  delight  in  urging  yon  to  sow.  Y’ou  will  never  regret  it,  when  ,von  once  sow  it. 

i We  have  made  our  prices  lower  than  ever  before:  we  want  ever.v  farmer  who  receives  this  catalogue  to  try  ten  or  twenty 

j nsliels;  the  more  Hie  lietler  pleased  yon  will  lie.  PItICE:  1 Ini.  (41)  llis.i.  .$1..5();  It)  liii.  or  more.  .$1.41)  per  bn.  Hags  free. 


M.WIISt  IIEi  Rl  B.VRLI'IV.  This  iievi'  biirle.v  was  iiil  rod  uceil  h.v  the  IVisi'oiisiii  E\|ieriiiii‘iilal  .Station. 


! Mandscheuri  is  an  improved  strain  of  Mansliiiry  and  makes  a stronger  growth,  has  a plumper  berry,  and  usually  yields 

1»  to  l.'i  bushels  more  per  aire  than  that  old  variet.v.  The  original  seed  was  procured  Iiy  the  tVisconsin  K.x.  Station  from  Russia, 

nd  was  sent  out  by  that  station.  In  Hie  yield  record  at  the  station  farm  in  Wisconsin'  it  stood  lirst  of  :’,7  varieties  for  a term 
f years,  and  it  has  doubled  the  yield  of  iiiaii.v  eoniiiioii  varieties.  It  is  jierlia[is  not  too  lunch  to  sa.v  that  this  variety  of  liarley 
|l  as  tieen  worth  millions  of  dollars  to  the  fanners.  I’l-of.  Zavitz,  of  the  Ontario  Agi.  Coilege,  says  .Mandsidienri  gave  an  average  yield 
f TO  luishels.  and  .Mandshnry  an  average  of  .51)  busliels  per  acre  during  a period  of  U!  years,  a difference  of  if  bushels  per  acre  in 
I Ivor  of  Mandschetiii.  Tliis  variet.v  is  now  to  some  extent  lieing  superseded  iiy  the  Oderlirncker  inirodnced  later  by  the  E.xperi- 

I lent  Station  of  Wis.,  which  it  is  claimed  to  be  the  heaviest  yielder  of  them  all.  I’KIf'E:  1 lb.,  25c;  3 lbs..  (t5i'.  ii  '■Hi:i id  • 45c; 

I 11.  Its  lbs.)  .$1.00;  It)  bii.,  .$1.5.00. 

Write  for  siiei'ial  iirires  on  Barleys  in  large  lots,  staling  iiiiiintil.v  and  variety  desired. 


84 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 

A Grand  6 Rowed  Barley 

ODERBRUCKER  or  WISCONSIN  No.  55  BARLEY 


KateUin’s  Beardless  Barley. 


We  presume  that  more  Imrley  is  produced  per  acre  in  Wisconsin  tlian  in  any  other  locality. 
I’he  reason  for  this  is  evident.  In  that  state  are  located  the  largest  l)reweries  in  the  United  States, 
if  not  in  tlie  world.  On  account  of  barley  being  one  of  tlie  staple  crops,  the  t^tate  Experiment  Station 
of  Wisconsin  lias  given  jiarticular  attention  to  the  breeding  of  tiarley  to  iditaln  lug  yields.  Qualities 
are  essential  tor  l)oth  lirewing  and  feeding  purposes.  Oderlirucker  or  Wisconsin  No.  .5.5  is  consid- 
ered tlie  liest  variety  of  liarley  sent  out  by  the  Wisconsin  Station.  I'rof.  iloore  decdares  it  to  be 
superior  to  Mansliury,  yielding  .5  to  10  Iiushels  more  an  acre.  Tlie  original  stock  of  tliis  barley  was 
obtained  in  Gernian.v  liy  the  Ontario  Agrii-ultural  College,  from  which  jilace  the  Wisconsin  Experi- 
ment Station  [irocureil  a small  supply.  By  them  it  was  disseminated.  Oilerbnicker  is  a stiff-strawed, 
heav.v  yielding,  six  rowed,  bearded  variet.v.  It  is  tlie  same  as  Mansliury  iu  time  of  maturity  and 
general  appearance,  but  has  a plumper  kernel  and  weighs  more  to  the  measured  Iiushel.  “In  stiff- 
ness of  straw  and  rust  resistance  it  is  superior  to  any  other  variety.” 

It  has  protein  content  nearly  double  the  amount  of  protein  found  in  many  other  varieties.  This 
makes  it  a valualile  feeding  barley,  whicli  is  an  important  consideration  with  tlie  leading  farmers  and 

stockmen,  wlio  are  now  appreciating  more  tlie 
value  of  liarley  as  a feed  for  all  kinds  of  stock, 
horses  as  well  ns  cattle,  on  account  of  its  large 
percentage  of  protein,  it  is  also  one  of  the  best 
malting  barleys.  PRICE:  Pound,  postpaid.  20c; 

by  express  or  freight  at  purchaser’s  expense,  % 
bn..  5,5c;  bit.,  .fl.dO;  2 bit.  @ tfl.GO ; 10  bit.  @ ifl.40. 
Bags  free. 


Ratekin’s  Beardless  Barley  Lning 

features  distinguish  the  Beardless  Barley  above 
all  other  barleys;  first,  its  yielding  iiualities;  its 
freedom  from  the  beard,  common  to  other  varie- 
ties exceiit  the  Improved  M'hite  Ilulless,  for  it  is 
absoltitely  without  beard.  It  is  on  this  account 
more  agreeable  to  handle  in  threshing  than  other 
barleys.  As  a fattening  agent  for  swine  Beard- 
less Barley  is  iiarticularly  valuable.  Contrarv 
to  the  prevailing  opinion.  Beardless  Barley  is 
as  good  for  malting  as  any  other  barley,  and 
it  is  being  accepted  by  many  brewers  in  prefer- 
ence to  common  varieties  grown  in  some  locali- 
ties. Ver.v  scarce.  I’RICE:  Ponnd,  postpaid, 

20c;  by  freight  or  express.  Vi  bn..  00c;  bn.,  .f2.00 : 
2 bit.  @ !fl.75;  10  bu.  t!?  .$1.70. 


Ratekin’s  Giant 


White  Hulless  Barley 

No  beards  or  hnlls.  The  grain  looks  like  big  l.it 
grains  of  wheat.  Ihiual  to  wheat  in  feeding  v.iliie. 
and  will  yield  twiee  as  much.  No  barley  of  wliicli 
we  have  knowledge  has  proved  as  valuable  to  the 
stock  raiser  as  the  Ini]iroved  White  Ilulless.  It  is 
Iiol  a mailing  variety,  but  for  feeding  purposes  there 
is  no  barle.v  raised  which  can  compare  with  it  in 
earliiiess,  yield  and  iiuality. 

The  grain  is  exceedingl.v  heavy,  weighing  from 
sixt.v  to  sixty-three  pounds  to  the  measured  bushel. 

'I'lie  ^'ield  varies  according  to  soil,  but  it  can  be  de- 
pendeil  upon  to  produce  from  tifty  to  eight.v  bushels 
an  acre.  It  is  fed  to  work  horses  at  the  rate  of  two 
i|iiarts  where  four  quarts  of  oats  would  be  required. 

The  lipst  way  is  to  mix  it  with  oats  and  grind  to- 
gether or  soak  six  hours  in  water  for  horse  feed.  It 
is  also  ver.v  valuable  for  feeding  poultry,  hogs  and 
all  kinds  of  stoid;.  As  fattening  feed  for  hogs  it  has 
no  equal. 

There  is  positively  nothing  that  will  give  to  ,vour 
hogs  and  cattle  better  health  and  add  to  their  weight 
quicker  than  the  feeding  of  While  Ilulless  Barley,  or 
that  will  add  it  iiuiidter  or  for  less  money.  We  know 
this  to  be  true,  because  we  have  demonstrated  it  re- 

‘’‘''*'^‘^PKice:  Postpaid,  by  mail.  1 lb.,  2,5c;  3 lbs.,  COe;  7 lbs.,  $1.25.  By  freight  or  express,  at 

piirclinsor’s  expense:  Peek  (12  lbs.),  T-'c;  ^ bn.,  jpi.25;  1 bu.  (48  lbs.),  ?2.50;  2 bu.,  $4.75;  5 bu.,  and 
over.  $2.25  ]>er  busliel.  Ibigs  iueluded. 


Barley  Culture 

The  more  time  anil  .a 
tention  that  is  given 
preparing  the  soil,  t 
larger  will  be  the  yield. 

Early  seeding  usintl 
produces  the  best  yieU 
Two  bushels  of  seed  p 
acre  is  the  amount  us 
ally  sown. 

Barley  should  be  ha 
vested  before  the  grain 
over  ripe  to  insure 
bright,  white  berry 
high  quality. 
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D 1 .TAPANESE  BUCKWHEAT.  Entirely  distinet  from  ull  other  v.a- 

DllCKWnCa.1  rieties;  it  hns  the  udviuituge  of  remaining  for  some  time  in  l)loom 
and  produces  seed  earlier.  On  this  account  it  can  l)e  grown  farther  north.  It  resists 
drouth  and  l)light  very  well.  The  seed  is  rich  dark  brown  in  color  ami  larger  than 
Silver  Hull.  As  mnch'as  forty  bushels  to  the  acre  has  been  harvested  of  lids  variety, 
making  it  very  profitable  to  raise.  PRICE:  >/i  bn.,  ."Uc;  bn.,  .‘fl.CiO;  11  bn.  at  .$l..i(); 

10  bn.  at  .fl.d.'i.'  Hags  free.  . 

SIEVER  HCEE  BliCK WII K.AT.  This  valuable  variet.y  originoted  abroad  and  is 
!i  decided  improvement  on  the  old  black  or  gra.v  sort.  II  is  early,  remains  longei'  in 
bloom  than  other  sorts.  A tine  variety  for  honey  bees.  The  grain  is  of  a beanlifni 
liglit  gray  color,  ami  has  .a  thin  husk.  iMillers  prefer  Silver  Hull,  tliere  being  less 
wasle  ami  it  makes  winter.  Iietter  ami  more  nutritions  Hour  than  other  varieties.  Silver 
Hall  is  more  productive  .and  the  grain  meets  willi  a more  ready  sale,  bringing  higher  < 
iirlces  than  I he  .lapanese.  Emler  favorable  conditions  it  will  yield  forty  to  fifty  r 
■ ■ ■ ■ ; bn.,  .'fk.all;  11  bii,  at  .fl.dO;  lU  bu.  at  Ifl.dd.  Bags  free,  y 

Sand  Vetch 

The  Great  Hay  Producer 

Sand  Vetch  is  becoming  more  familiar  each  year, 
ns  farmers  learn  of  its  great  value.  It  is  ver.v 
hardy,  is  valnalde.  .\s  its  name  implies,  “Sand 
Vefi'h”  is  esiieciaily  adapted  to  light,  sandy  and 
phor  soils,  too  poor  to  produce  good  crops  of  cow 
peas,  soy  beans  or  crimson  clover,  but  will  re- 
siiond  much  more  liberally  on  stronger  and  better 
lands. 


It  improves  the  soil,  being  a great  nitrogen 
gatherer.  It  belongs  to  the  pea  family,  but  the 
vines  are  much  hmger  and  the  foll.age  is  more 
:ilmmlant.  It  may  be  sown  either  in  the  spring 

or  fall  wdth  about  half  a bushel  of  rye  or  other  winter  gr.nins  for  support.  It  grows  rapidl\- 
and  is  particnhirly  valuable  where,  clover  does  not  thrive.  In  the  North  it  remains  green  ail 
winter  under  the  snow,  and  is  invaluable  fur  early  pasturing  or  soiling.  The  value  of  an  acre 
of  vetch  plowed  under  eciu.als  commercial  fertilizer  ;it  the  rate  of  .'jifo  an  acre.  When  sown  in 
August  or  September  it  covers  the  ground  before  frost  and  prevents  leaching  of  the  soil  during 
the  winter  and  spring.  When  sowji  in  Api-il  or  May  it  can  be  cut  in  .Inly,  the  second  growth 
affording  excellent  pasture  during  the  fall.  The  yield  of  green  fodder  is  from  twelve  to  twenty 
tons  :m  acre.  When  raised  for  hay  it  should  be  left  standing  until  some  seed  have  become  weil 
formed.  Sow  forty  to  sixty  pounds  of  vetch  and  with  it  half  a bushel  of  rye  to  the  acre.  PRICE: 
L.arge  pkt.,  .'5c;  lb.,  25c,  [)ostpaid.  By  freight,  lb.,  1.5c:  10  lbs.,  ifl.lo:  1110  lbs.,  .flll.llO.  Bags  free. 

A WORD  ABOUT  PRICES  on  Jlillets  and  Vetch:  Prices  named  for  them  are  the 

prevailing  prices  at  time  tliis  catalogue  goes  to  press,  December  1st,  but  are  subject  to 
Muctuating  market  prices.  Our  prices  are  always  in  line  with  any  otiier  reliahie  seed  house, 
and  it  would  he  weli  to  write  us  for  firm  prices  before  ordering  in  liirge  ejuantities. 

E.ACTS  ABOUT  S.UND  (or  Winter)  VETCH.  It  is  a rapid,  robust  grower;  it  withstands 
severity  or  cold  weather  In  the  North,  and  is  suited  excellently  to  the  Southern  States.  It  is  an 
enormous  yielder — in  quality  is  makes  the  best  of  hay.  As  a fertiiizer  it  has  no  equal.  Every 
agricultural  experimental  station  recommends  it  for  all  the  above  qinalities. 

Pasture.  You  can  have  this  excellent  fodder  plant  all  summer  long  from  April  until  No- 
vember not  only  a little  but  a great  abuudauce,  as  Sand  Vetch  produces  heavily.  It  can  be 
pastured  all  season  until  snow  covers  the  ground,  severe  frosts  not  in.iuring  this  plant  like  mosi 
others.  If  pastured  off  when  not  too  far  advanced,  it  will  readily  grow  up  again  and  again. 

White  Sweet  Clover,  Better  than  Alfalfa 

biennial  legnminons  plant,  tall,  somewhat  like  coarse  alfalfa,  growing  8 to  10  feet  high.  Its  blossoms, 
sjweei  V^IOVer  wbicli  rarely  appear  nntil  the  second  year,  are  white  and  give  a strong  smell  of  honey,  quite  perceptible  some 
distance  away.  If  not  allowed  to  reseed,  it  will  die  out  the  second  year. 

Its  value  is  just  becoming  known;  growers  who  liad  experience  witli  sweet  clover  estimate  its  value  as  follows:  .$4.00  per 

acre  for  Iioney.  $2-5.00  ])cr  acre  for  hay  and  pasture.  .$25.00  per  acre  for  seed.  Total  .$54.00.  To  this  should  he  added  its-  v'alne  as 
soiT  renovator.  _ which  is  very  much  more  th.-iii  25  wagon  loads  of  stalile  and  barnyard  manure. 

Soil. — Sweet  clover  grows  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States;  it  possesses  a wider 
adaptability  in  regard  to  soil  and  climate  tlian  an.y  other  clover  or  alfalfa.  It  thrives 
on  the  poorest,  sandy  soil  and.  on  dry  hill  sides,  where  no  oilier  clover  will  grow;  in 
the  west,  where  irrigation  forced  the  alkali  to  the  surface  witli  the  result  that  it  has 
killed  all  vegetation  except  -some  saltweeds,  sweet  clover  is  the  only  plant  that  will 
grow  :ind  make  a good  yield.  It'will  endure  more  drouglit  than  alfalfa. 

AS  A P.ASTUKE  PE.ANT. 

Sweet  Clover  is  most  vmluald.e.  It  is  tlie  first  forage  plant  in  Spring  that  affords 
„ . green  food  to  animals  and  tlie  last  one  tliat  is  killed  by  frost,  and  in  midsummer, 

. ■ it  is  cheerfully  green  when  all  grasses  are  dry  and  parclied.  Its  grazing  capacity  is 

>r?A  / i-k  one  lieast  per  acre.  It  grows  very  rapidly,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  5 to  C inches  tall,  tlie 

cattle  should  be  turned  on.  as  traJiqiing  tlie  ground  suits  it,  and  it  should  never  lie 
iillowed  to  grow  very  tall  or  it  will  get  hard  and  woody;  if  kept  eaten  down  not  too 
Hose  to  tlie  ground  the  plants  will  throw  out  fresh  growth  on  all  sides  as  fast  as  eaten 
olT,  thus  furnishing  a constant  snpiily  of  tender  growth  until  frost. 

Catlle  not  accustomed  to  it  do  not  always  eat  it  readily  at  first,  lint  soon  aciinire 
a taste  for  it  and  prefer  it  tlien  to  all  otlier  plants;  it  gives  the  milk  and  butter  a most 
delicious  flavor  and  Cattle,  altliongli  they  fill  up  on  it  to  the  highest  pitch,  never  bloat, 
it  is  alwa.vs  relisbed  by  horses  and  sheep. 

Hogs  should  not  be  allowed  to  jiastiire  on  Sweet  Clover  unless  they  are  well 
ringed,  as  there  seems  to  be  soniething  about  the  large  roots  that  hogs  are  extremely 
fond  of,  and  they  will  dig  np  every  one  of  them  and  kill  the  plants. 

Bee  rasliire. — Sweet  Clover  blooms  the  following  year  after  sowing.  By  the  time 
alsike  and  white  clover  and  h:isswood  are  going  out  of  bloom  about  .Tnly  1st  the  Sweet 

Clover  conies  well  into  flower,  and  if  not  pastured  or  mowed  for  hay,  it  will  bloom 

continually  until  frost.  It  yields  a big  crop  of  hone.v,  which  is  of  excellent  quality, 
w.'iter  wliite. 

While  Seeil  or  Bokhara  Clover  makes  a splendid  liay  and  can  he  treated  :ind 
Inirvesled  the  same  as  the  ordinary  All'alf.a  Clover. 

As  a fertilizer  Sweet  Clover  lauiks  the  highest  of  legnminons  crops.  It  is  a wonder- 
ful nitrogen  g:itherer  and  gre:itl.v  enriclies  all  soils,  owing  to  its  strong  root  development. 
A Wwil  Eradicator. — Sweet  Clover,  when  once  fairly  started,  smothers  out  all 
SWEET  CLOVER.  weeds  liy  its  dense  growtli. 

V I oreriiiiiier  ot  .Vllalfa  is  Sweet  Clover  often  called,  ;ind  correctly  so,  as  a crop  of  it  if  plowed  under  in  Pall  will  enrich  tlic 

soil,  and  inoculate  it  with  bacteria  and  leave  tlie  lam'  in  splendid  condition  for  a good  crop  of  alfalfa. 

Price  of  Uninilled  .Seed:  I’kg..  5c;  Hi.,  line,  postpaid.  By  freiglit;  Eli.,  25c;  pk„  $4.50;  lin.,  .$10.00;  400  Ibs.,  $20.00. 

1‘rice,  Hulled  Seed:  Pkg.,  5e;  lb.,  40c,  postpaiil.  By  freight  or  exiiress,  purchaser’s  expense:  Ih.,  20c;  pk.,  $4.25;  hit.,  $10.75; 
100  Ills.,  for  $27.50. 
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Plant  Cow  Peas 

The  Greate$t  Value  of  the  Cow  Pea  Lies  in  its  Power  to 
Grow  on  Worn  Out  Poor  Soils  and  in  its  Power  to  Renovate 
them. 

Cow  f"i‘  tl'P  nplinilding  of  (he  soils  of  the  South  than  any 

otlier  ci-op  grown.  Hundreds  of  bushels  of  them  iire  planted  annually  for 
soil  Improvement,  but  in  addition  to  this  the  crop  of  itself  is  a most  profitable  one,  as 
a money  crop,  both  for  baling  up  for  feed  .and  to  supidy  i he  commercial  demand,  for  the 
hay,  and  also  the  commercial  market  for  the  hulled  seed.  In  fact,  the  demand  for  seed 
to  pl.ant  i.s  always  gi’eater  than  the  supply  and  by  I'eason  of  tliis  many  farmers  are 
prevented  from  planting  as  .abundantly  as  they  otherwise  would  .and  should',  owing  fo  the 
prohiliatory  price  demanded  and  sold  at. 

WRITE  US  FOR  PRICES  ON  COW  PEAS 

At  the  time  this  catalogue  goes  into  the  hands  of  (he  printer  it  is  impossible  to  make 
close  prices  on  COW  PE.4.S.  Write  us  when  rcad.v  to  hny,  stating  variety  and  quantity 
wanted,  and  we  will  make  you  closest  prices. 

Whir»  rinnr  will  most  liighly  valued  plant  in  the  south  for  fodilei'  and  reclaiming 

TT  “W  111  ,,p]  worn  out  land,  as  it  is  a leguminous  pl.ant  of  special  merit 

.as  a fertilizer.  The  vines  wlien  fed  green  make  the  best  fodder  and  are  very  nourishing, 
'('he  Whip-Poor-AVill  is  the  must  popular  sort  and  yields  a good  crop  of  both  fodder  and 
|ieas.  Wlien  ripened,  gia.nnd  peas,  make  tlie  liest  cattle  fattener.  PUICE:  Pkl.,  5c;  lb.,  2.')c; 
lhs„  (lac.  Py  freight,  pk..  .'fl.lio;  Ini.,  Ini.  or  more  al  per  bu. 

earliest  variety  of  Cow  Peas  in  existence  and  therefore  most  decidedly 
llCW  J-iio.  flip  |,psj  Jo,,  growing  in  the  northern  states.  Make  splendid  ha.v  and  are 
liarlicnlarty  recommended  for  idanting  after  grain  harvest  and  idowing  under  in  fall.  If 
yon  will  get  tlie  grain  off  tlie  ground  early  and  jdow  and  jihint  to  New  Era  Cow  Peas  yon 
can  put  tlie  ground  iu  fine  sliaiie  for  next  year’s  croji.  You  will  not  have  to  haul  manure 
on  land  so  treated.  .Sow  in  orchards  and  use  eitlier  foi-  feed  or  soiling.  Every  farmer  can 
use  tliem  iirofitaldy  as  tlie  New  Eras  mature  in  (10  days  and  liave  done  well  as  far  north 
as  Minnesota.  I’KICE:  Pkt.,  I'lc;  Hi..  2."c ; 1?  lbs.,  (i.Yc,  [lostii.iid.  P.y  freight,  jik.,  Ifl.On;  bn., 
$11.00:  b hn.  or  more  at  .$.'1.2b  liu. 

WViife  Panarlian  'mrllieni  states  there  is  no  crop  of  greater 

VV  llllt;  \./CiIlaUid.ll  1 IclU  1 CdSy-jiup  ji);,n  pield  Peas,  and  none  is  more  neglected, 
whicli  can  only  he  attrilnited  to  a lack  of  knowledge  as  lo  their  merits  as  a fodder,  being 
very  rltdi  in  the  elements  that  improve  the  muscle,  hone  ami  nervous  system.  Mow  as  early 
as  the  ground  can  he  worked,  using  one  hiishel  of  [leas  and  two  bushels  of  oats  per 
acre.  Cut  when  the  oats  are  in  the  milk  and  cure  for  hay.  This  is  the  quickest  possible 
way  to  iirodncp  a hay  crop  and  they  are  especially  v.alnalde  to  the  farmer  who  has  not 
enough  meadow  land.  PRICE:  Pkt.,  be;  Hi.,  2bc;  .'1  His.  (ibc.  P>y  freiglit,  pk.,  ItOe;  bn.,  $2,00; 
b iiii.  or  more  at  $2.V5  per  Ini. 

Soja,  or  Soy  Beans 

Coffee  Berry — Also  called  Soy  Bean. 

Yfillow  spleiulid  soiling  and  hay  crop,  jireferred  by  many  planters 
AllipruvcSU  1 eilUW  ,o  Cow  Peas  ns  they  stand  up  better  and  are  easier  to  harvest 
for  hay  or  silo  uses.  The  great  value  of  this  crop  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  fertilize 
.the  sidl  like  clover;  the  ground  pens  are  equal  In  linseed  oil  meal  for  feeding  value;  while 
as  ha.v  for  silo  it  is  eijiial  to  or  better  than  clover.  'I’liis  variety  will  mature  in  all  parts 
of  the  corn  belt  and  in  the  middle  states  has  been  grown  over  4 feet  high,  heavily  podded 
with  seed,  producing  ten  tons  of  feed  per  acre.  The  Iowa  Agricultural  College  at  Ames 
uses  .Soy  P.eaiis  in  building  up  the  soil,  iilanting  in  late  May  or  .Iiine  and  plowing  the  crop 
niider  in  fall.  I’KICE:  Pkt.,  be;  Hi.,  ;!(lc ; ;{  lbs.,  tide,  postpaid.  P>y  express  or  freight,  not 
prepaid,  pk.  .$1,011;  liiishcl  Hid  His.)  .$?).bd,  b bn.  or  more  at  .$.‘5.25  per  bushel. 

Also  called  Califoniia  Wonder.  Pndonldedly  the  most  prolific  bean  grown,  and 
il  will  yield  a larger  cro|)  uiiiler  ordinary  circiinistaiices  than  any  variety  we  have 

ever  seen.  On  niir  farm  it  yielded  a croii  of  41  bn.  per  acre,  lleaiis  pare  white,  siiiall  size,  resenilding  (he  “Navy.”  PRICE  Pkt., 

be;  1/1  11).,  Idc;  111.,  2dc.  Hy  I'reiglil,  pk.,  .$1.2b;  lin.,  .$t.bd. 

I D „„  O P__  p „ A wonderful  improvenienf  over  (he  old-time  Navy  Beau  and 

Improved!  INaVy  pcsns  or  i50St0n  rea.  Deans  superior  to  Michigan  pea  bean.  .Makes  a very  desirable  farm 


Wliip-Piior- Will  (dw  I'eus. 


Improved  Prolific  Tree  Beans 


crop,  psiieciallv  iu  I la*  far  north, 
at  .$.'i..bd. 


I’RICE:  Pkt., 


i/i  Hi.,  Idc;  Hi.,  /dc,  postpaid.  P>,v  freight,  pk.,  $1.0(1;  hn.,  .$.'5.75;  2 Ini.  or  more 


— The  crops  on  the  farm  maybe  roughly  divided  into  two  classes, 
ATiLOl>16y  ops  the  money  making  or  cash  crop  and  the  money  saving  crops. 

The  real  need  of  lh(>  fanner  is  no(  only  (he  money  making  crojis,  lint  (he  money  saving  crops.  Tlie  vital  proposition  mi 

lo  all  of  ns  ill  this  cniiitry,  in  llie  year  Idlb.  is  the  production  of  those  crops  that  will  make  and  save  ns  the  most  nuine.v  and 

give  ns  the  greatesi  comforts  of  life.  .V  dollar  saved  by  planting-saving  croiis,  is  eijiial  to  “ONE  BIRD  IN  THE  HAND  IS 
WORTH  TWO  IN  THE  BDSH.“ 

EIRST  AFTER  GOOD  SEED  ( ORN,  IN  IMPORT.VNCE  TO  THE  F.ARMER  IS  SEED  WHE.AT,  O.AT.S,  B.VKEEV.  GRASSES, 
(EOVPIB,  POTATOES.  ET<  ..  TlIF.SE  ,\RE  THE  MONEY,  DOEEAR,  CROPS  IN  WHICH  THE  F.YRMER  IS  MOST  INTEREST- 
ED. 

While  we  have  given  exieiisivo  space  to  the  seed  eorn  (juestion,  there  c.mi  lie  no  donlit,  as  wide  opportnnit.y  offers  to  careful 
stnd.y  and  experimciH  in  (he  growing  of  oilier  farm  crops,  with  the  same  siicces.s  and  results  as  has  been  attained  in  the 

improvement  of  Corn,  made  during  the  past  few  years.  In  fact  there  is  actual  jiroof  of  this  in  onr  experience  as  well  as  others 

who  have  grown  croiis  fruin  our  seeds.  In  coni  breeding  we  are  the  pioneers  and  THE  FIRST  TO  INTRODUCE  NEW  .'\ND 

BETTER  VARIETIES  OP  SEED  CORN.  Yleantime  We  have  INTRODUCED  NEW  VARIETIES  OF  SEED  WHE.'YT,  Oats  and  Bar- 
ley from  foreign  countries,  (hat  have  increased  the  yield  largely:  often  donldiiig  it.  For  these  reasons,  AVE  TAKE  PRIDE  in 
otir  large  and  increased  trade  in  the  F.AR.M  SEED  hranidi  of  otir  linsiness. 

In  addition  to  our  more  tlian  thirty  years  experience  in  tlie  seed  linsiness,  we  have  had  many  years  iiractical  experiein'e 

on  ihe  farm.  Yes.  we  liave  been  up  against  the  “real  thing  itself,”  and  from  the  time  we  first  engaged  in  the  seed  linsiness 

.'51  years  ago,  we  liave  alwa.vs  felt  the  nearer  we  could  keep  in  toindi  with  the  practical  farmer,  (he  more  valnalde  information 

we  could  gain.  Through  this  source  we  have  been  inspired  to  make  many  experiments  in  the  improvement  of  farm  crops.  Mach 
year  since  onr  business  began,  we  have  sent  out  tliousands  of  letters  of  inquiry,  with  regard  to  results  obtained  from  onr  seed, 
manner  of  jilanting,  cnltivatiqn,  as  well  a.s  the  yield  compared  with  other  sorts.  By  reason  of  Ibis  extended  information  we 
believe  we  are  in  position  to  help  onr  customers  in  selection  of  seeds  best  suited  to  their  climate  and  soil,  wliiidi_  wo  are  always  and 
ever  ready  to  do.  In  fact,  we  want  to  help  and  assist  onr  cnstoiners  in  every  way  we  can,  and  if  tlie.y  olitain  good  results,  or 
better  returns  from  onr  seed  tlian  others  wlm  buy  elsewhere  we  feel  it  the  niosl  profitable  advertising  we  can  make.  II  not 
only  Htsni'PS  a conlinnance  of  yonr  jiatroiiage,  bill  is  an  inspii’ation  lo  cni'oiirage  otliers  to  send  fo  ns. 
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Millets 


(leriiian 
Soulhorii  <; 
I’KU  K: 

ST.od. 


.Milli  (. 
row'll  Si‘i*(I 

Jjarirr  iili 


Nollini^r  |ia.vs  lietici'  for  a Hlock  raiser  ami  dairyman  tliaii  a fmv  acres 
of  millet:  for  it  not  only  yielils  al  least  ayrain  as  imieli  liay  per  acre  as  tim- 
olliy  ami  clover.  Iml  it  is  also  of  I lie  greatest  feeding  value  and  milk  produc- 
ing' cpiality.  The  lia.v  is  a very  fine  cpiality  and  is  greatly  relished  liy  all 
kinds  of  stock.  Wlieii  Sfiring  is  so  unfavoralile  that  other  crops  fail  to 
grow,  or  when  tlie  season  is. so  late  and  wet  that  corn  will  not  mature,  theti 
there  is  always  tlie  greatest  cleinami  for  millets.  It  should,  liowever,  lie 
sown  regularly  ever.v  .year,  and  not  merely  as  a eateh  ero]). 

All  prices  snii.iect  to  market  tiuefuations  in  value. 

, . „ . . t'l'rue  Southern  drown  Seed.)  In  the  Nortli,  iJillet 

oerman  mmei.  Jy  yow-n  almost  altogether  for  hay.  and  for  that 
purpose  Southern  grown  seed  is  best.  It,  grows  tallei'  than  that  from 

Xortliern  seed,  and  that,  means  more  liay.  It  is  finer  than  that  from 
Northern  seed,  and  that  means  bidter  hay.  In  fact,  it  is  our  .iudg- 
ment.  based  oti  an  experience  of  man.v  .years,  that  a farmer  Iiad  better,  from 
the  staml-|ioint  of  prolit  alone,  pa.v  at)  a bushel  for  true  Southern  grown 
(ierinan  .Millet  titan  to  sow  the  best  Northern  Millet  as  a gift.  .Millet  seeil 
lirodueed  in  the  Nortli,  even  from  Southern  seed,  becomes  Avhat  we  call 
Common  Jlillel.  Not  onl.t'  does  tlie  plant  change  in  charaider  becoming 
coarser  and  mmdi  more  dwarf,  lint  the  seed  itself  shows  a (diaiige,  and  is 
readil.v  distinguished  ii.v  those  ex|ierienced  in  liandling  it. 

tVe  wisli  to  say  tlial  any  .Millet  seed  offered  and  shiiiiied  by  us  as 
German  .Millet  is  true  Southern  (frown  Seed,  and  that  onl.y. 

German  .Millet  is  very  sweet,  palatable,  and  when  fed  to  dairy  eo-ws 
produces  a large  amount  of  milk.  On  good  rieli  soil  it  grows  four  to  live 
feet  liigh.  It  is  tender  if  cut  at  the  right  stage,  whicli  is  when  it  is 
in  full  bloom.  About  tliree-fourtlis  of  a l.iushel  of  seed  is  sown  to  the 
acre.  .\  good  yield  is  from  tliree  to  five  tons  of  liav  to  the  acre. 
rKiCil:  ‘Ai  iiii-.  fOe;  bu.,  .'jG.k’O;  100  lbs.,  itG.ao.  Bags  free. 

Golden  or  Northern  Grown  German  Millet  H!e\,fsd  ^rre^^  tmuiew 

On  good,  riidi  soil  it  will  make  a growth  of  four  to  live  feet  high,  and  although  the  hay  may  seem 

coarse,  yet  it  is  so  tender  that  if  cut  at  the  rigid  stage,  whiidi  is  when  in  full  liloom,  even  the  hogs 

will  eat  flic  cured  hay  ijuite  greedily.  A yield  of  live  tons  of  liay  |ier  acre  is  nothing  unusual.  .Sow 
Ihree  |iecks  |ier  acre. 

I’KICIi:  Large  pkt.,  oe ; 1 lb.,  25e,  postpaid.  By  freight,  pk..  (lOe ; (/.  bu.,  $1.10;  1 bu..  ifl.To. 

^ from  Unssia.  earlier  than  citlier  (.ferman  Millet  or  Iluugarian.  and 

OlDcrian  IVllIlCt  conseiiuently  ver.v  valuable  for  the  North  and  .yields  remarkabl.v.  It  is  e.xtremel.v 
hardy,  witlistanding  drought  wonderfully  and  is  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  the  German  Millet.  The 
idaid  stools  to  as  many  as  thirty  to  forty  stalks  from  one  seed,  and  is  not  subject  to  rust.  J’KICK: 
Vi  bu..  00c;  bu..  .$1,05;  100  lbs.,  .p.So. 

Millfiil-  variety  was  introduced  to  the  farmers  of  the  I'nited  States  from  Russia,  in 

IVUrSK  XVlIllcl  1898,  after  which  extensive  exiieriments  were  eomlucted  at  numerous  exiierimenta I 
Stations,  demonstrating  the  superiority  of  this  new  variety.  It  ranks  very  high  both  as  a hay  and  seed 
producer,  and  in  dry  years  the  weight  and  quantity  of  hay  liave  been  far  superior  to  other  sorts. 

Wliile  on  moist  lands,  the  (rerman  or  other  southern  varieties  .are  recommended,  for  dr.v  sections  we 

urge  the  planting  of  Knrsk  Millet,  knowing  that  it  will  produce  the  results  claimed  for  it. 

AVe  offer  our  seed  until  sold,  % bu.,  70c;  bu.,  .$2.20;  100  lbs.,  .$1.35. 

I _ _ _ _ gro-^vn  in  this  country  by  Brofessor  Brooks,  of  the  Massachusetts 

,JdpcineaC  iVllllCL  Agricultural  College,  who  brought  it  from  ,la|ian.  It  has  [iroven  to  be  very 
valuable  and  is  highly  recommended  for  the  following  reasons;  It  will  grow  (!  to  8 feet  in  height  anil 
will  yield  b5  to  Al  tons  jier  acre.  It  may  be  siloed,  fed  green  or  i-ured  info  hay,  and  its  feeding  qual- 
it.v  is  always  superior  to  fodder  corn.  It  can  best  tie  sown  at  anj'  time  from  the  middh*  of  Alay  to  the 
end  of  .Tuly,  either  broadcast  at  the  rate  of  15  llis.  jier  acre,  or  in  drills,  using  10  lbs.  of  seed  per  acre. 
The  seed  so  far  inis  been  scarce  and  high  priced,  but  we  can  offer  it  at  a lower  jirlce  than  usual, 
t.,  5c;  1 lb.,  2.5c;  1 lbs.,  80c.  [lostpaiil  by  mail.  Not  prepaid:  1 lb.,  10c:  15  lbs.,  .$1.25;  50  lbs.,  $4.00;  100  lbs.. 


Especially  Valuable  for  Silo  and  for  Feeding 
Green — Better  than  the  Best  Corn  Fodder 


Froin  .Tapan,  that  mysterious  country.  v\'hich  is  furnishing  (and 
has  furnished  in  the  past)  man.v  I'are  farm  seeds,  comes  this  remark- 
able' grass--remarkablc  in  a hundred  different  ways,  for  there  is 
nothing  known  to  man  t.oda.v  tliat  is  more  luxuriant,  more  iirolitic. 
more  marvelously  rich  and  vigorous  in  growth  than  Billion  Dollar 


Grass. 

A * U D B "’ill  produce  a hay  crop  in  from 

A 1 rOClUCer  to  ten  weeks,  anywhere,  and  if 

sown  the  first  of  May  will  lie  ready  to  cut  Ihc  niiddle  of  .Inly  for  hay. 
attaining  tlie  height  of  (according  to  (lie  richness  of  the  soil  and 
warmth  I,  from  5 to  TVa  feet.  It  is  iire-emincntly  the  grass  to  sow  if 
.voii  are  going  to  be  short  on  hay  for  your  Iiorses,  mules,  cattle  and 
other  stock. 


Better  than  Corn  for  Silo  hrlii"'  IS," 

them  will  take  Billion  Dollar  Grass  first  and  consiiine  it  without 
waste:  when  put  upon  Billion  Dollar  (4rass  they  increase  in  milk 
anil  fall  off  when  feed  is  changed  to  corn.  An  ideal  ensilage  mixture 
is  made  of  two  parts  Billion  Dollar  Grass  and  one  part  of  Soja 
I’.cans,  or  Cow  Peas,  mixed  when  filling  (he  silo.  This  mixture  forms 
a complete  balance  ration  for  mili-li  cows  without  grain,  oil  cake,  etc. 

Culture  of  the  Billion  Dollar  Grass  h'^Mhea'ime 'rc^ 

garding  this  wonderful  grass  will  wish  to  know  its  best  method  of 
cultivation.  If  yon  wish  very  fine  leafy  hay,  and  have  strong,  rich 
gronnd.  sow  al  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds  per  acre,  but  if  your  soil 
is  but  moderately  rich,  tlien  sow  at  the  rate  of  twelve  pounds  ]ici' 
acre.  This  latter  is  the  amount  we  ourselves  sow,  and  find  same  very 
satisfactory.  It  can  be  sown  at  different  times  of  the  year;  especially 
if  you  wish  same  for  pasturage,  or  if  you  are  short  of  hay.  It  can 
be  sown  in  April,  in  May.  in  .lune,  in  July,  and  ev'en  in  August,  and 
will  return  glorious,  heav.v  crops. 

t'OK  H.W:  Cut  when  in  bloom — rather  sooner  than  later,  as  il 

niakes  better  ha.v  without  the  seed  heads  than  with  them.  'I'he  hay 
is  then  of  finer  iinality  and  in  curing  treat  as  you  would  a rich 
field  of  (dover. 


tl.'ontinued  oii  next  page.) 


ISillioii  Dollar  Grass. 
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Ratekin’s  Billion  Dollar  Grass  — Continued 

Especially  Valuable  for  Silo  and  for  Feeding  Green — Better  than  the  Best  Corn  Fodder 


rst.  iJUiion  jJOiiar  is  oue  oi  luose  ricu,  magmneentiy  luxuriant  growing  grasses:  therefore  you  should  turn  in  hogs 

cattle  and  sheep  and  horses  at  first  moderately,  after  they  have  had  a .good  feed  somewliere  else,  and  then  gradually  aceiistouj 
1 to  this.  It  is  on  the  same  idan  as  hungry  sto<k  turned  into  rich  clover;  they  would  find  harm — yes,  iiossibly  death.  Turn 
1 in  at  first  moderately,  and  you  can  soon  keep  them  in  permanently. 


must  vauisn  on  every  larm  wnere  uiiiion  ijoiiar  mrass  is  sown,  i ou  can  get  two  or  three  rich  ( 
and  then  a big  lot  of  fodder  besides.  If  you  sow  early  you  w'ill  get  from  k’ti.OOO  to  50,000  pounds  of 
your  silo  or  cure  for  hay,  and  Hillion  Dollar  Grass  will  quickly  spring  up  again  and  give  you 
the  country.  This  can  be  cut  again  for  hay;  then  the  field  will  give  you  a pasturage  all  fail,  ai 


reeu  state,  and  keep  healthy  and  fresh  on  the  seet 


FOB  FEEDING  GKEEN : All  I'lcdi,  luxuriant  growing  grasses  and  forage  plants  must  be  fed  in  the  green  state  moderatel.v 
at  first.  Billion  Dollar  Grass  is  one  of  those  rich,  magnificently  luxuriant  growing  grasses;  therefore  you  should  turn  in  hogs 

and  cattle  ’ — ’ ' ’ — — i..  , ...  . . ...  ... 

I hem 

them  . . . , . 

FOB  SEED:  Let  Billion  Dollar  Grass  get  thoroughly  ripe;  cut  and  thresh  as  you  would  timothy.  The  seed  is  rich  ;imi 
nutritious. 

ti'uly  the  most  marvelous  grower,  the  most  luxuriant  stooler  that  we  have  ever  seen.  Imag- 
IXCIliai  ivauic  j„e  a field  sown  to  Billion  Dollar  Grass,  with  every  spear  of  it  over  six  feet  tall,  yielding  frou 

•JO, 000  to  50,000  pounds  of  as  rich,  green  fodder  as  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Men  talk  about  hard  times,  but  positively  hard  timeh 

must  vanish  on  every  farm  where  Billion  Dollar  Grass  is  sown.  You  can  get  two  or  three  rich  crops  from  the  s:uue  annuall.v 

1 , i.„.  Tf  1,.  .c  , . fodder,  which  you  can  put  ii 

u another  yield  that  will  astonisi 

, , and  horses  and  hogs  and  sheei 

and  cattle  and  pouutry  will  eat  it  greedily.  . 

"'here  Billion  Dollar  Grass  comes  into  play.  Prof.  AVilliams  of  the  United  States  Dei>artmeut  ol 

* ccuilig  value;  Agriculture,  sa.vs : “Already  widely  grown  as  a ha.v  crop,  it  deserves  more  general  use  for  soiling,  as  this 

grass  is  of  particular  value  for  feeding  to  dairy  cattle,  young  stock  and  sheep. 

Poultry,  geese  and  turkeys  all  relish  Billion  Dollar  Grass  in  the  greei 
thereof  when  fed  during  the  fall  and  winter  months. 

Hogs  and  their  families.  The  hogs  grunt  and  give  that  contented  swag  of  the  tail  when  they  can  pasture  on  Billion  Dollai 
Grass,  and  then  if  you  wish  to  fatten  them,  give  them  rations  of  the  seed.  Kememl)er,  this  grass  will  jiroduce  from  forty  tf 
sixty  bushels  of  seed  per  acre.  This  fed,  either  ground  or  coarse,  makes  excellent  food,  although  it  is  inclined  to  be  slightlj 
laxative. 

Cows,  calves  and  other  stock  look  with  pleasure  on  the  Billion  Dollar  Grass  pasture  and  feed  in  contentment  upon  Itt 
luxuriant  swath  and  glory  in  Billion  Dollar  Grass  hay,  especially  if  fed  along  with  Cow  Pea  Hay  or  Peaoat  Hay  or  grain.  Trj 
it  this  season  to  make  hay  out  of  it,  fill  your  silos  therewith  and  watch  the  cattle  eat  it. 

Horses,  mules  and  the  like  jump  over  a four-foot  fence  to  get  at  the  Billion  Dollar  Grass,  and  they  will  fatten  and  keej, 
healthy  thereon.  They  will  eat  the  hay  as  eagerly  as  cattle. 

FBICE  BILLION  DOLLAB  GB.YSS:  Pkg.,  lUc ; lb.,  25c,  postpaid.  By  freight,  12  lbs.,  .fl.JO;  '20  lbs.,  .fl.80;  .50  lbs.,  ifl.UO: 
100  lbs.,  ,'{;7.50.  Bags  included. 

Janies  A.  Leppo,  Carroll  County,  JId.:  “I  am  greatly  pleased  witli  the  Billion  Dollar  Grass.  I believe  it  wiil  be  a good 
thing  in  this  country.  It  was  from  five  to  six  feet  high  when  I cut  it  the  first  time.” 

George  A.  Wright,  Orleans  County,  I't.:  “Billion  Dollar  Grass  is  a great  grass  for  yield,  easily  making  six  tons  of  hay  pel 
acre.  It  is  a quick  growing  grass.  Stock  like  it  very  much.  I wish  every  farmer  would  try  it.” 

J.  E.  Park,  Marshall  County,  Tenn.:  “I  planted  Billion  Dollar  Grass  .Tune  15th:  July  20th,  in  thirty-five  days,  it  was  ready 
to  cut — five  feet  high.  It  is  a splendid  grass.  I want  enough  for  five  acres.” 

David  Daniel  Tucker:  “Consider  it  the  greatest  grass  of  the  century.  For  an  annual — one  to  sow  in  May  and  reap  in  July 
and  cut  again  in  August,  and  now  another  time  in  Septeml)er  and  then  feed  all  fall  long,  sir — for  such  a grass  there  is  nothing 

like  Billion  Dollar  Grass.  It  is  great  in  stooling  properties,  quick  growth,  abundant  in  leaves,  and  rich  in  iiuality.  It  is  truly 

the  greatest,  quickest-growing  grass  of  the  century.” 

“I  sowed  100  ijouiuls  of  Billion  Dollar  Grass,  May  15th,  on  8 acres.  On  Julj-  16th  I cut  from  these  8 acres  25  tons  of  ;is 

fine  cattle  hay  as  grows.  On  Sept.  11th  I cut  for  seed  and  threshed  11.807  pounds  of  elegant  seed  which  I sold  for  ¥-^0.00, 

Nothing  beats  Billion  Dollar  Grass.”  Amos  Miller,  Holt  Co.,  Neb. 

Houchin  Bros.,  Spink  Co.,  S.  Dak.;  “Billion  Dollar  Grass  takes  the  cake.  It  will  yield  easily  under  irrigation,  8 tons  of  hay 
and  !ii20.00  worth  of  pasture  besides.” 

IF  YOU  SOW  PLENTY  OF  BILLION  DOLLAB  GB.i.SS  YOUB  WIFE  CAN  DBESS  IN  SILK  AND  SATIN  AND  YOU  C.YN 
T.YKE  YOUB  FAMILY'  AND  FRIENDS  OUT  BIDING  IN  AN  AUTOMOBILE!  YOU  C.YN  ROLL  IN  YVEALTH  AND  LUXURY, 
BILLION  DOLL.YB  GRASS  IS  .Y  GOLD  MINE  TO  THOSE  WHO  SOYV  IT  ABUNDANTLY, 


Flax 


Ratekin’s  New  Russian  Flax 


This  seed  came  from  Russia,  the  home  of  tremendous  Flax  yields,  the  land  of  strong, 
hardy,  vigorous  varieties  of  Flax,  the  place  where  Flax  produces  all  the  way  from 
40  to  75  per  cent  more  per  acre  than  here  in  America. 

Our  seed  has  been  grown  in  this  country.  It  is  thoroughly  acclimated  and  is  ready  to  show  yon  what  it  can  do. 

Growing  Fl;ix  pays.  It  i);iys  big,  even  if  you  plant  but  5 or  10  acres.  Our  New  Russi:ur  Flax  is  immense.  It  outyields 
:iny  other  variety  known  so  far;  it  is  very  early,  of  vigorous  growth,  drought  and  insect  proof. 

It  is  singularly  free  from  disease  and  shows  its  Russian  vigor  from  the  start.  PRICE:  Rkg.,  5c;  lii.,  25c,  postp;iid ; by 
freight,  pk.,  75c;  bu.,  ^52.50;  2%  bu.,  ,^G.00;  10  bu.,  .$23.00,  net.  Bags  free.  Write  for  prices  on  large  quantities. 


Wilt-Resistant  No.  Dak.  No.  52  Flax 


A new  variety  recently  developed  at  the  No.  Dak.  Experiment  .Station.  It  is  will-resistnnt  and  rmst-resistant.  it  inis  suc- 
I’essfully  endured  two  of  the  most  unfavorable  seasons  ever  known  in  No.  Dakot.-i  ;uui  is  ;i  great  yieliler. 

Our  stock  is  grown  from  seed  secured  from  the  North  Dakota  Agricultural  College.  PRICE;  Reck,  0.5c;  Im.,  $2.40;  2C  lui., 

$5.75. 

SAND  VETCH  AND  OATS  FOR  HAY  OR  PASTURE 

Just  the  thing  you  have  been  looking  for.  A rich  pasture  or  a bountiful  hay  crop.  It  is  secured  l>y  sowing  our  mixlure 
of  Saiid  Vetch  and  Oats. 

The  method  of  culture  is  simple.  ITow  and  harrow  your  field  c;irefully  and  then  seed  at  the  r:ite  of  02  lbs.  of  our  Jlixture 
per  acre,  any  time  before  May  'JOth,  covering  the  seed  :ibout  2V5  inches.  In  six  weeks  the  field  should  l)e  ready  for  pasture, 
.and  in  nine  weeks,  if  not  pastui’ed,  should  return  a luxuri;int  crop  of  most  excellent  hay.  In  our  mixture  of  Sand  Vetch  :iml 
Oats  we  use  an  oat  esiiecially  ;idapted  for  this  purpose,  one  giving  best  results  in  conjunction,  with  tlie  Vetch. 

PRICE  OF  S<YNI>  VETCH  AND  OAT  MIXTURE:  Per  02  lbs.,  $4.25;  100  lbs..  ,$7..50;  per  2.50  lbs.,  $18.00. 

Vofr'ln  hii  annual.  It  must  Ije  sown  each  ye:ir  :it  tlie  rate  of  00  to  SO  11)S.  per  acre.  If  sown  in  connection 

tjpring  V ClLIl  witli  oats  use  00  lbs.  Spring  Vetch  to  32  llis  oats  per  acre.  PRICE  of  Spring  Y'eteh:  Postpaid,  pkg.,  5c;  lb., 
20c.  By  freight,  lb..  lOc ; 10  lbs..  $1.00;  .50  lbs.,  .$4.00;  100  1I)S.,  $7.50. 

ALFALFA 

Wh:it  is  the  crop  th;it  always  pays. 

And  will  mature  in  fifty  days. 

Resisting  drought  and  frost  and  heat. 

Whose  roots  re;ich  down  full  forty  feet? 

Alfalfa. 

What  makes  the  swine  so  healthy  feel, 

And  never  raise  a hungry  squeal; 

The  wholesome  food  tlmt  never  fails 
To  put  three  curls  in  all  their  tails? 

Alfalfa. 

What  makes  the  other  stock  look  nice. 

And  tu-ings  the  highest  market  price? 

Wlnit  fills  the  milk  pail,  feeds  the  calf 
And  makes  the  old  cow  almost  laugh  ? 

Alfalfa. 

Ifor  Alfalf.a,  see  page  00. 
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Ratekin’s  Iowa  Grown  Clover  Seed 


A tine  cniii  of  lied  Clovei'  seed  has  Ii(M‘h  harvfs(e<l  this  spasoii,  I lu-oiiKlaiiil  l(n\  :i  and  the 
Miisnally  t'ood  imt  |irii-(>  will  nili'  firm,  and  advance.  It  will  i>ay  .vnii  In  hny  seed  early. 


<’nni  belt,  genci'nlly. 


'I'he  c|nality  is 


* READ  CAREFULLY  Mnud^^ami 

(•‘.SorKhiim”).  are  so  IliK't  mil ing  in  l alue  that  it  is  iiii|>ossilile  (o 
aieuratel.v  I'orelell  or  gauge  I'lilure  piiees  and  values.  Tlierelore 
it  would  he  well  to  write  for  liilesl  quotations.  Hill  to  eustoiiiers 
ill  a dislanee  who  eaiinol  lose  Hie  linie  required  lo  do  this,  will 
Ki.\‘,  if  prii’es  are  lower  they  will  get  the  lull  I'alue  ol  luonej'  sent. 
If  higher  we  will  ship  :ill  the  luoney  sent  will  pay  for.  J’riees 
named  are  the  ruling  priees  at  time  this  eatalogiie  goes  to  iiress. 
(De<’enih«*r  1st.) 


MEDIUM  OR  COMMON  RED  CLOVER 
Iowa  Chief  Brand  Clovers,  our  Fa- 

C \\'e  siPll  more  idovor  seed 

mous  opecialties  •t  to  farmers  than 

any  seed  linn  in  the  West.  :ind  it  is  all  sidd  heeamse 
those  farmers  get  better  iimilit.v  of  seed, — lirighter, 
eleaner.  more  plumii  and  vital — than  they  ean  seeiire 
(dsewhore.  The  reason  is  that  we  take  siieeial  eare 
to  have  ever.vthing  first  elass  and  prolect  uur  ctis- 
nuers  liy  using  the  inieroseoiie  in  both  buying  and  selling. 

Our  (lover  seed  has  become  widely  known  for  its  purity,  strong 
■italitv.  hardiness,  vigorous  and  healthy  growth,  ;ind  stooling  (jmili- 
’ es,  S()  that  now  we  receive  many  orders  from  the  most  distant  parts 
f the  United  States.  Well  posted  farmers  appreciate  the  difference 
: etween  it  and  ordinary  stock.  This  is  'the  most  important  of  all 
lovers  and  the  standard  everywhere  for  hay  and  [mstnre  and  onr 
Iowa  Chief”  grade  is  the  plumiiest,  cleanest.  lutrest,  fanciest  grade; 

■ 'sted  and  of  high  vitality.  Farmers  usually  sow  15  pounds  of 
Inver  seed  to  the  acre  when  sown  alone,  but  this  seed  is  so  cdioice 

'mat  (>  or  7 pounds  is  really  sufficient  if  conditions  are  favorable,  but 
e recommend  sowing  10  iiounds  so  as  to  be  sure  of  a perfect  stand. 

■ hunt  .5  |)Ounds,  if  sown  with  timothy.  PRICE:  Per  pound,  35c;  3 
otinds.  OUc,  postpaid.  Ask  for  price  by  bushel. 

MAMMOTH  RED  CLOVER 

This  is  also  called  Sapling  or  Pea  Vine  Clover.  It  greatly  re- 
mihles  the  Medium  Red  but  grows  coarser  and  more  vigorous.  It 
; the  best  clover  for  pasturage -as  it  will  produce  an  enormous  yield 
ml  is  of  the  highest  feeding  (]Uallty  but  not  as  desinible' for  hay. 
Iiecially  desirable  for  hog  pasture.  You  can  enrich  your  soil  more 
^ heajdy  by  sowiiyg  Mammoth  Clover  and  plowing  it  under  than  in 

■ iiy  other'  way.  PRICE:  Per  lb.,  35c;  3 lbs.,  OUc,  postpaid.  Ask 

I ir  price  in  (luautity. 


Itatekih’s  Iowa  Grown  Clover  Seed. 


ALSIKE  OR  SWEDISH  CLOVER 

This  is  one  of  the  hardiest  varieties  known.  It  is  a i>ereunial 
and  does  not  winter  kill.  It  will  do  better  on  moist  land  than  any 
other  variety  of  Clovei-,  and  is  suitable  for  either  hay  or  pasture. 
When  sown  with  other  grasses  it  forms  a thick  undergrowth  ami 
greatly  increases  the  yield.  It  is  frc(|uently  sown  with  both  Medic  ii 
Red  Clover  and  'I'imoth.v  and  I he  (lualit.v  of  ha.v  thus  produced  is 
excellent.  It  is  especiall.v  valuaide  for  growing  on  wet  or  swampy 
land.  If  you  have  a piece  of  land  that  is  too  dann>  for  Alfalfa,  other 
(dovers  or  grass,  sow  a mixture  of  about  four  imunds  Alsike  Clover 
and  ten  pounds  of  Red  Top  Crass  Seed.  This  will  make  an  ex- 
cellent crop  of  hay. 

Alsike  Clover  is  very  hardy,  is  perpetual,  will  withstand 
drought  and  will  not  winter  kill.  About  six  to  ten  pounds  will  sow 
an  acre  and  as  the  seed  is  very  fine  it  should  be  covered  only  slightly. 
For  bottom  lands  needing  drainage  hut  not  sub.iect  to  overflow  an 
excellent  mixture  is  as  follows:  Four  pounds  of  Red  Clover,  two 
pounds  of  Alsike  Clover  and  ten  pounds  of  Timothy.  This  (luantity 
is  for  one  :iere.  PRICE:  Per  lb..  40c;  3 lbs.,  postpaid.  Ask  fo'r 

AIvSIKF  CLOVER  price  per  bushel. 


-\lsike  or  Swedish  Clover. 


In  former  catalogues  we  have  been  accustomed  to  print  prices 
of  grass  and"  clover  seeds,  on  values  prevailing  at  the  time  the 
book  went  to  press.  The  ver.v  large  edition  whiidi  we  issue  this 
.year  makes  it  necessary  to  prepare  the  pages  for  the  iirinter  so 
far  in  advance  of  the  seed  selling  season,  that,  in  view  of  the  un-. 
(Settled  coiidition  of  the  grass  and  clover  seed  market,  it  was  not 
deemed-  advisable  to  indicate  prices  on  all  varieties  in  the  cata- 
■logue  this ' season.  Such  iirices,  in  the  event  of  a deedine  or  an 
advance  iii  valiies,  would  be  misleading  and  possibly  create  mis-- 
imderstandiug. 

Instead,  we  will  issue  a Special  Price  List  ever.v  10  days,  on 
which  latest  values  are  named.  These  lists  are  datecl  and  it  must, 
of  course,  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  iirices  are,  necessarily, 
subject  to  market  changes  lU  days  after  date  of  issue.  This  list 
..will  be  sent,  free  of  charge,  on  reiiuest  to  anyone  who  xvill  write 
(for  it. 

If  iirices  .-ire  higher  or  lower  since  yon  received  the  last  price 
list,  we  will  send  seed  to  the  value  of  money  sent  ns;  or  if  out 
of  grade  ordei'ed  will  send  next  best  to  the  value  of  money  re- 
mitted unless  reiiuested  not  to  do  so. 
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Crimson  Clover 


Alsike  Clover  and  Timothy  Mixed  e i 

Timothy  are  growu  together,  amt  the  seed  is  saved  therefrom,  it  is 
impossible,  in  rleaiiing,  to  make  a separation  of  the  two. 

On  this  aeeount  we  purehase  the  seed  for  less  money  and  we 
eau  sell  it  for  less  money  than  would  bo  the  ease  if  a perfect  separa- 
tion could  be  made. 

Those  desiring  to  sow  Alsike  and  Timothy  together  can  save 
considerable  money  by  buying  the  seed  of  these  two  varieties  together 
as  originally  harvested.  The  price  de[iends  upon  the  proportion 
of  the  higher  |)riced  seed. 

If  intending  jjurchasers  will  write  us  stating  in  about  what 
proiiortion  they  wish  the  seed  and  the  <iuautity  wanted,  we  will  send 
sami)les  and  (luote. 

(TKIFOUU.tl  INCAKNATUM  OK  GIANT 
INCAKNATK.)  This  flue  Clover  is  one  of 
tue  most  valuable  Fall  crops  the  farmer  can  put  in  as  it  will  make 
I he  earliest  green  feed  of  any  of  the  (.'lovers.  It  will  yield  under 
favorable  conditions  8 to  10  tons  of  green  feed  per  acre  or  IVi  to 
tons  of  hay  and  is  worth  as  a fertilizing  crop  .fHU.OO  to  !*(t’5.00  per 
acre.  It  can  be  cut  or  turned  under  in  time  for  other  early  Spring 
'■rops  and  in  warm  clim.ates  four  or  live  cuttings  are  made  during 
the  season.  Crimson  Clover  can  be  sown  any  time  from  .Itlly  to 
October.  The  seed  we  offer  is  Northern  grown,  on  new  land  and 
the  best  and  cleanest  that  can  be  produced,  showing  a strong  ger- 
mination and  9.0%  to  98%  purity.  Sow  10  to  1.1  lbs,  of  seed  per  acre. 
PRICE:  lb.,  ’_’.oc,  postp.aid.  F.y  exjn'ess  or  freight,  lb.,  loc;  10  lbs.. 
81.-’o;  uO  lbs.,  $5.00;  K.HI  lbs.,  .$9..j0.  Bags  free. 

Alfalfa’s  Twin  Sister.  I'or  prices  and  descrip- 
tion see  page  8,). 

White  Clover.  Ver.v  Valualile 
for  Eawns.  Perennial.  1 to  !» 

inches — This  is  the  common  little  running  clover  found  in  most  good 
pastures.  Its  chemical  analysis  shows  it  to  be  richer  in  protein 
than  almost  any  other  legume  whicdi  we  grow  for  forage.  It  is, 
of  course,  too  small  to  grow  for  hay,  luit  it  is  invaluable  in  all 
Iiastures,  and  no  i)asturo  mixture  would  be  complete  without  it: 
in  fact,  we  can  thoroughly  recommend  discing  old  blue  grass  pastures 
and  sowing  a mixture  l.argely  composed  of  this  clover  to  improve 
lK)th  (luantity  and  quality  of  the  pasture.  I’KICE:  Lb.,  15c,  postpaid; 
10  lb.  lots,  35c  a lb.,  by  express. 


Sweet  Clover 


White  or  Dutch  Clover 


in 


D (Mcdicago  Jlac  data).  Is  used  mainly  in  the 

£>ur  V./IOVer  southern  States  and  (.'alifornia.  It  fills  in  the  Crimson  Clover, 

season  when  other  forage  plants  have  become  dried  up  liy  the  Summer  heat.  Stock  of  all  kinds  feed  upon  the  burs,  which  conta 
a large  portion  of  nutritious  matter.  Sow  fifteen  to  twenty  pounds  per  acre  in  August,  September  or  October.  PRICK:  Per  1 
2.5c.  postpaid.  Prices  in  (iiiantities,  15c  |ier  lb. 

A Lui'ii'S  the  jiast  few  years  imuiense  (iiiantities  of  low  grade,  impiiro  and  adulterated  clover  containing  t 

TTaiimiig  most  noxious  weed  seeds  have  been  imported  from  Europe,  Canada  and  Chili  and  shipped  to  the  farme' 
of  this  state.  In  some  cases  where  samples  have  lieen  sent  to  the  Hepartment  of  Agriculture  reports  show  that  the  seed  co 
tallied  Canada  Thistle,  Dodder.  Wild  .Mustard,  etc.,  and  farmers  burned  the  seed  instead  of  sowing  it. 

American  Grown,  Hardy  Alfalfa  Seed 


Alfalfa  is  King  of  All  Crops  p'Ttnien{'‘'of  Agrhmlture 

says;  “In  addition  to  the  hay  and  seed  crop.  Alfalfa  adds  .$1U()  to 
the  value  of  every  acre  on  which  it  grows."  There  is  no  state  in 
the  Union  in  which  .\lfalfa  cannot  be  successfully  growu.  Alfalfa 
produces  three  to  eight  tons  per  acre.  It  has  as  much  protein  as 
wheat  bran.  Three  hundred  stalks  have  lieen  grown  from  one  seed. 
It  does  not  exhaust  the  soil,  but  enriches  it  equal  to  clover.  It  can 
be  ground  into  meal  and  hundreds  of  car  loads  are  being  ground 
every  week  by  alfalfa  mills  to  feed  cattle,  hogs,  horses  and  poultry. 
It  will  grow  three  to  live  crops  per  year.  Alfalfa  in  money  value 
is  worth  forty-five  per  cent  more  than  other  clovers  ;ind  sixty  per 
cent  more  than  timothy.  It  would  Imrdly  lie  possible  to  say  too 
much  almnt  Alfalfa.  It  is  a working  plant  which  is  changing  the 
destiny  of  many  farming  sections. 

Its  long  branching  roots  penetrate  far  down  into  the  earth, 
pnsli  and  crowd  this  way  and  that  and  thus  constitute  a gigantic 
snbsoiler.  Tliese  liecome  an  immense  magazine  of  fertility  to  lie 
drawn  upon  by  other  crops  for  many  j’ears  after,  should  you  ever 
plow  it  up. 


A Few  Hints  on  Alfalfa 


prcseiico  (»f  liuie  in  sunic 
foru),  eitlier  in  the  soil  or  siih- 
soil,  is  essential,  tf  it  is  known  there  is  no  lime  in  the  soil,  lime 
should  be  applied  ;is  a toj)  dressin;;::.  when  the  land  is  beinjj:  prepared 
into  a seed  bed  before  sowiiiju^  tlie  seed.  (iOOI)  DK.VINAGE  IS 
NK<'KSSAKV,  for  an  exeess  of  surface  water  s<>on  ruts  out  the  roots. 


Nebraska  Dry  Land  Grown  Alfalfa  I’U'k  ..fAmer' 

lean  seed  is  grown  under  irrigation  and  docs  not  possess  that  vitality 
in  adjusting  itself  to  normal  conditions  from  s(*c(l  groivn  in  this  wa.\' 
that  it  does  where  grown  under  natural  conditions.  Wc  purchase 
all  our  seed  direct  from  the  growers  in  southern  central  Nebraska, 
and  know  what  wc  an*  getting:  therefore  you  can  rely  niion  seed 
that  ,vou  get  from  ns  being  grown  under  natural  conditions,  and  of 
the  best  (inality  that  can  be  produced.  I'RICK:  1 lb.,  postpaid,  35c; 
:i  lbs.,  $1,011.  By  freight  or  express:  Peck,  $;1.25:  bu.,  $12.00;  % bn. 
at  bushel  rates. 

Tiirlf a n AU-aU-a  Seed  of  this  Alfalfa  collected  in  Asia 
1 urH.eSian  i^iraira  Ij;,ve  been  so  very  satisfactory  that  we 
have  no  hesitancy  in  recommending’  it  as  more  h:irdy  than  the  ordin- 
ary variety,  having  stood  a temperature  of  forty-five  degrees  below 
zero  when  the  ground  w;is  bare.  Makes  large  top  growth:  also  fine 
root  growth.  PRICK:  1,1)..  40c,  jiostiiaid;  by  express  or  freight  at 
purchaser’s  expense,  lb.,  iiOc ; bushel,  .814  00. 


Nebraska  Dr.v  Land  Grown  Alfalfa. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH.  IOWA 


Ratekin's  Hardy  Northern  Grown  Grass  Seed 

I p » OARFFIII  I V •’•‘■OPS  o»  Grass,  Clover,  Alfalfa,  Millet  and  Cane  Seed  (“Sorgluini"),  are  so  fluctuating  in  value 
Lii-i  A that  it  is  impossible  to  m eurately  foretell  or  gauge  future  prices  and  values.  Therefore  it 
uld  be  well  to  write  for  latest  ciuotations.  But  lo  customers  at  a distance  who  cannot  lose  the  time  required  to  do  this,  will  say, 
prices  are  lower  they  will  get  the  full  value  of  money  sent.  If  higher  we  will  ship  all  the  mone.v  sent  will  |>ay  for.  I’rices  named 
• the  ruling  |>rices  at  time  this  <'ataloguc  goes  to  |»ress. 

We  pride  oiir.selves  tliere  is  no  otiier  lioiise  in  .Vinerir.i  tliat  takes  more  extraordinary  care  in  cleaning  and  placing  on  llie 

, rkel  a more  superior  gr.ide  of  grass  seed  than  our  house  does.  WK  C.\L,I..  .srKCI.\I.,  .VTTKNTIOiV  TO  .\BOVE  P.'VK.AOK.cril 

■ reasoti  of  tlie  many  perplexities  we  have  encountered  in  our  experience  handling'  grass  and  clover  seeds.  .Many  times  our  eata- 
;iie  prices  and  (luotations  have  lieen  entirely  out  of  line;  either  aliove  or  lielow  current  jirices  a monlli  or  two  after  our  catalogue 
1 gone  lo  pres.s,  Iml  our  customers  can  always  rest  assureil  that  our  [irices  will  he  in  line  witli  any  (dher  reliable  seed  house  in 

|t  ■ country,  ([uality  and  grade  of  seeils  considered. 

Bromus  Inermis 

IT’S  TllK  I N(  IIOWNKO  KING  OI  THE  OESEKT  .AND  DRV,  .S.ANDY  .SOILS. 

ttf  .all  the  grasses  tlial  grow  or  have  Ijeen  ever  introduced  into  this  country  BKO-MUS 
ERMIS  is  the  greatest.  None  has  ever  [iroven  so  valuable  and  of  such  great  import- 
re.  It  is  ;i  hardy  perennial,  withstanding  the  extremes  of  heat  and  drouth  and  of 
d better  than  any  other  l■ultivale<l  grass.  U has  been  fully  proven  that  it  will  not 
ly  succeed  and  grow  under  al^out  an,\  i-uuditions,  but  will  do  well  where  timothy, 

■ver.  orchard  grass  or  alfalfa  will  wither  and  die.  It  will  also  make  the  most  astonish 
' yields  under  such  unfavoiable  conditions.  It  is  a native  of  Europe  and  Asia,  ranging 
im  France  eastward  into  Sil^eria.  It  is  thoroughly  permanent,  and  grows  with  wonder- 
rapidity.  producing  heavy  crops  and  luxuriant  pastures.  Its  value  to  farmers  of 
r regions  cannot  be  overestimated.  All  kinds  of  stock  eat  it  with  relish,  and  chemical 
.ilysis  made  show  it  rich  in  flesh  producing  ingredients,  much  more  so  than  timothy, 
is  very  hardy  and  starts  ver.v  early  in  spring,  and  grows  later  than  any  other  grass 
the  fall.  There  is  no  grass  that  will  withstand  the  extreme  changes  in  temperature 
it  BROAir.S  IN’ER.MIS  will  without  injury.  Grows  2-1  to  liC  inches  in  height,  and 
0 be  cut  two  to  three  times  per  year.  Should  be  sown  in  the  fall  or  early  in  the 
ring,  using  twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds  seed  per  acre  if  sown  alone,  or  if  with 
alfa  use  twelve  pounds  with  eight  pounds  alfalfa.  Our  stock  of  BROMES  INER.MIS 
new  crop  grown  and  has  been  carefully  handled,  and  can  be  depended  upon  to  grow 
'orously  and  with  good  results.  Ma.v  be  sown  in  autumn  with  winter  wheat,  or  early 
spring. 

Its  nature  is  lo  stool  out.  and  thus  does  not  show  its  best  until  the  second  season, 
seldom  produces  seed  the  first  year.  Aside  from  Alfalfa  no  grass  has  fulfilled  the 
oinise  lo  the  western  farmer  better  than  Bromus  Inermis.  It  meets  drouth  as  well 
wet  and  cold,  and  'n’e  know  of  no  grass  to  eiiual  it.  Many  of  large  ranchers  are 
intlng  it  extensively. 

For  hog  pasture  a mixture  of  Bromus  Inermis  and  alfalfa,  where  the  latter  succeeds 
11.  is  recommended  by  I’rof.  Ten  Eycke  of  the  Kansas  State  Agricultural  t'ollegc 
perimental  station,  and  he  also  suggests  for  large  pastures  for  cattle  a mixture 
the  following  per  acre.  Bromus  Inermis,  10  lbs.;  Orchard  Grass.  S lbs.;  Meadcn- 

■ sene.  8 lbs.;  Bed  Clover,  1 or  2 lbs.,  added  to  the  mixture.  For  worn  out  pastures 

I advises  a disc  e.arly  in  the  spring,  following  with  a harrow  and  sow  Bromus  Inermis 

the  land,  putting  most  on  |>laces  where  n.-itive  grasses  are  most  killed  out.  PRICE; 
stpaid,  1 lb..  2."c,  By  freight  at  pnrchnsei''s  expense:  10  lbs,  or  more,  10c  pei'  lb;  tllli 
; Sb'i.lio.  B;igs  free. 


‘T’j  iL  Is  so  well  liniiwn  that  it 

1 imoiny  jt,  scarcely  :i  variety  of  n:\lur;il  or  l:ime  grass  that  is  so  gener;illy 
cultivated  ns  this.  It  is  suited  to  moist,  rich  bind,  where  it  grows  to  perfection 
and  yields  under  favorable  circumstances  large  crops  of  ha.v.  If  cut  in  season, 
which  is  at  flowering  time,  it  makes  a most  splendid  nutritious  hay,  while 
for  pasture  it  cannot  be  recommendeil,  as  almost  every  farmer  knows;  its 
growth  is  not  thi-ifty  and  close  pasturing  is  injurious  to  it.  When  sown  willi 
red  clover  or  Alsike  clover  it  makes  a splendid  mixture,  and  where  it  is  about 
half  and  half  the  timothy  yields  fully  as  much  as  it  alone,  and  you  have  the 
clover  crop  extra.  One  feeds  off  the  soil  and  the  other  the  air;  the  clover 
greatly  enriching  the  laml.  For  this  reason  we  have  added  timothy  to  most 
all  of  our  clover  mixtures,  where  circumstances  will  allow. 

We  want  to  insist  and  encourage  those  who  anticipate  sowing  to  order 
their  grass  seeds  early.  Markid  prices  are  so  fluctuating  we  do  not  undertake 
lo  make  firm  prices  beyond  present  stocks,  -n-hich  are  at  present  sufficient  under 
ordinary  conditions  to  meet  the  rcQuirements  of  our  trade.  PRICES:  lOW.A 
CHIEF  (highest  gradel.  By  mail,  postpaid:  1 lb.,  .•’Oc.  By  freight  or  express, 
purchaser's  expense:'  I’k..  .‘jtl.OI);  Ini.,  .ffl.Tb.  Bags  included. 

country  lakes  greater  pains  and  care 
iiip  purchase  and  sale  of  grass  seeds  handled  than  do  we. 
and  none  have  experts  of  greater  knowledge  or  better  judgment.  The  men 
in  chai'ge  of  buying,  cleaning  and  grading  have  all  hail  more  than  twenty 
years  experience  In  our  estaldishment.  We  also  have  the  latest  and  be.s't 
cleaning  maidiinery,  and  thus  eiiiupped  we  are  in  position  to  furnish  the  very 
highest  jiossible  qualit.v  in  this  line.  No  expense  is  spared  either  in  purchase 
price  or  handling  to  keep  up  the  quality;  of  course,  it  costs  a little  more. 
Imt  when  yon  see  a field  of  grass,  free  from  weeds,  of  strong  and  vigorous 
growth,  you  will  realize  that  quality  is  and  should  be  of  greater  concern 
than  price. 

Bromus  Erectus  or  Meadow  Brome  Grass  resembles 

F.romus  Inermis  in  ebaracter,  but  is  perhaps  belter  suited  for  poor  ligbt 
soils  and  hillsides,  -n'liere  it  resists  any  amount  of  burning  heat,  while  frost 
does  not  affect  it.  It  is  of  inestimable  value  to  countries  where  other 
grasses  do  not  thrive  well.  BROMUS  ERECTCS  grows  well  on  land  so  poor 
I hat' other  grasses  cannot  exist,  and  fiiriiiKlies  excellent  pasturage.  The  seed 
i.'s  sown  tlio  sjuMO  ns  I»roinus  Iiioriiiis,  nt  tlio  rnio  of  oiglitoon  to  tw’ontv  Doiinds 
per  :icre.  PRICE:  1 lb.,  jmstpaid,  '2.8c;  1 bti.  (H  lbs.),  $2.80;  100  Ibk,  .$180(1 
Ask  for  prices.  ’ 


Timothy. 


„ T 1 , , Brookfield,  Mo..  March  1011  , 1011. 

Gent.emen;— I have  purchased  more  or  less  Grass  :md  Glover  Seed  everv 
jcai  for  the  past  twenty  years,— sometimes  .$.10,00  lo  .$100.00  worth  but  in  -il'l 
my  experience  have  never  gotten  as  good  grade,  <|iiality  and  clean  seed  as  I'he 
seed  I ordered  and  just  received  from  you.  I surely  appreciate  it  loo. 

Yours  trulv, 

THOMAS  I..  BOWM.W. 
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Meadow  Fescue  or  English  Blue  Grass 


All  points  considered,  this  grass  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  grassc 
lliat  can  be  sown  anyvvliere  in  tliis  country.  Its  most  important  features  are  that  it 
drouth  resisting,  frost  resisting  and  fiirnislies  an  abnndan<'e  of  pasturage  early  in  spriii 
and  late  in  fail  when  other  grasses  have  not  come  up  or  liave  already  died  out. 

It  is  well  suited  to  a wide  range  of  soils,  does  well  on  loamy,  clay,  and  gravelly  soil 
and  thrives  on  heavy  black  loam,  strong,  and  low  lying  soils;  in  wet  places  In  :i  pasta 
when  tr,-impled  down  liy  tlie  stock  where  'rimothy.  Red  Clover  and  Kentucky  Bine  (Ira; 
fail,  IMeadow  I'escne  is  the  only  grass  tliat  will  keep  tliese  pkices  jjrodnctive,  and  no  amoni 
of  trampling  is  aide  to  destroy  it.  It  is  not  adapted  to  light  sandy  soils. 

It  lives  longer  than  most  other  kinds  of  grasses,  and  although  it  produces  the  fir 
year  a good  crop  (d'  hay  or  pasture,  it  does  not  reach  the  highest  stage  of  growth  until  tv 

and  three  years,  and  for  tliis  reasop  it  is  best  adapted  for  permanent  pastures  and  meadow 

It  would  not  be  advisable  to  sow  the  seed  for  a shorter  period  tlnin  three  or  four  years.  .' 
a pasture  grass  it  is  j)articnlarly  valnal)le,  as  it  is  the  most  persistent  grower  and  is  oi 
of  the  very  e.-irliest  in  the  spring  and  the  latest  in  fall.  After  most  other  varieties  h,-r 
jiassed  their  prime,  .Meadow  Fescue  continties  to  grow  :itid  maintain  a stippl.v  of  ,grei 
herbage  which  wotild  otherwise  be  w;inting  iti  the  pasttire.  It  occasionall.v  grows  (pn 
ratik,  btit  it  .-iIw.-i.ns  rem.iins  tendei-  and  sitccnlent  .-itid  the  forage,  either  green  or  dried, 
very  nourishing  ;itnl  intndi  relished  by  cattle  and  horses,  s 

Besides  hay  or  pastttre  it  iiroduces  also  an  abundant  <-rop  of  seed,  generally  frotn  Ty 
to  000  pounds  per  acre,  for  which  there  is  always  a .good  market  ;it  a high  price.  In  nun 

])laces  .Meadow  Fescue  is  grown  for  seed.  It  is  giveti  the  prefereu('e  , to. ..Wheat  ,tir^  at 

other  graiti  on  account  of  its  permanency  and  there  are  tnany  ine.ado\v.s'  m thls'ccmhlity' th 
have  remained  iirodtndive  for  l'_’  to  h'l  years.  The  seed  can  be  threshed  with  an  ordinal 
grain  thresher  with  no  changes  except  the  shtitting  oil  of  most  of  the  wind  from  tlie  fa 
On  soils  which  are  too  shallow’  and  where  the  jiresence  of  hard-pan  jirohildts  the  sttccessf 
cnltnre  of  Alf;ilfa.  this  grass  shotdd  be  sown  in  place.  Meadow  I'escne  is  also  very  high 
esteemed  as  ;i  soil  renovator. 

yieadow  Fescue  is  of  the  .greatest  value  if  sown  in  connection  witli  other  grasses  ai 
as  soon  as  farmers  realize  the  value  of  mixtures  of  perennial  grasses  for  pastures  or  me. 
(lows',  the  demand  for  .Meadow  Fescue  will  be  greatly  increased,  mainly  because  it  is  i 
Mire  to  grow  and  comes  up  so  <iuickly,  keeping  the  weeds  down  and  furnishing  forage  win 
the  weakei-  grasses  are  getting  started.  Meadow  Fescue  matures  at  the  same  time  as  Timotl 
■ind  Red  T«?p  and  Alsike  (’lover  and  for  meadows  these  varieties  are  often  grown  togethe 
fnlike  .lohnson  grass,  in  the  South,  it  is  easily  exterminated  when  you  wish  to  chain 
your  land.  M'lien  plowed  up.  it's  dead  for  keeps. 

Sow  10  to  1."  pounds  per  acre  broadcast  without  nurse  crop. 

Onr  seed  is  .Vmerican  grown,  is  entirely  pure  grade,  has  a vitality  of  100%.  PRU't 
Fk",  11,.,  Ar.c;  by  freight,  lb.,  15c;  bu.  il-1  Ibs.l,  no  lbs.,  .'pT.OO ; lOt)  Ib.s.,  .'?1.3.r,0. 


Fescue  or  Fnglisii  Blue 


^ A valuable  grass  for  pasture  or  hay  land,  and  on  .account  of  i 

Urcri3.rQ  ^jrass  carlluess  very  valuable  for  permanent  pastures.  It  furnishes  tl 
first  green  bite  in  the  spring  and  the  last  in  the  fall,  and  is  (|tiick  to  recover  from  do; 
cropping  and  even  thrives  better  the  more  it  is  cropped.  Suited  to  shady  places,  orchari 
and  groves.  Sow  l.">  lbs.  per  acre.  PRICK:  Per  lb„  40c;  3 lbs..  tfl.lO,  postpaid.  By  freigl 
Gmss.bu.  (14  Ibs.l,  ; .i  bn.  or  more,  at  ,$L'.0O. 


Italian  Rye  Grass 


It  is  a wonderfully  rapid 
and  returns  heavy  hay 


p'ower 

crops. 


Thrives  easily.  It  is  iiarticnlarly  .-idapted  for  pastures^  or 
hrives  luxnriantiy  Italian  Rye  Brass  is  a 


meadows,  where  it  thrivr 
strong  grower,  arrives  at  maturity  sooner,  has  a greater 
abun,lanc(^  of  foliage,  .grows  considerably  taller,  is  more  up- 
right, less  inclined  to  spread  on  the  ground,  and  upon  the 
whfde  i.iroduces  more  than  the  Ilnglish  Rye  Grass.  Basts  3 to 
:i  years. 

PRICK:  Fkg.,  be;  lb.,  10c;  pk.,  40e;  bu.  of  14  lbs.,  ; 
100  lbs..  .'jt.S.bO. 


It  It?  found  to  flottrish  on  all 
llingiisn  t\.ye  V^rass  idnUs  of  soil,  ami  grows  on 
upland  situatiotis*  tbottgh  rich  attd  moist  soils  are  the  nnist 
ajipropriate.  It  arrivi's  at  perfection  and  prodtices  in  its  first 
year  of  growth,  a good  supply' of  early  herbage,  which  is  much 
liked  b.v  cattle.  Ftit  for  ha.v  itnmediatel.v  after  blossom.  Will 
last  3 to  4 years. 

PRICK:  Bb.,  10c;  pk.,  30c;  bu.  of  14  lbs.,  ?1.15;  100  Ibs., 
ST.bO. 


Kentucky  Blue  Grass 

.Fancy  Cleaned 


Italian  Kye  Grass 


Johnson  Grass  mag,',‘i 


licetilly  itt  the  North,  where 
the  cold  witder  freezing,  zero 
weather  kills  it  anntially. 
Here  in  Iowa  it  makes  b tons 
i f grass  ]ier  acre,  and  tliis  all 
inside  id'  six  monihs.  In  the 
South  it  is  a pest,  because 
there  the  frost  doi'S  not  kill 
it.  'I'he  leav('s,  stalks  and 
pinnacle  resemble  those  of 
sorghum.  PRICK;  I’kg.,  be; 
1 lb.,  piostpaid,  30c;  by 
freigbt,  (j  lbs.  (for  I acre), 
S.bc;  2f.  lbs.,  $3.20;  100  IbS.. 
$12,00, 


Very  vnlualde 
as  a permanent 
liasture  grass. 

I'rodnctive  and  .i,.. 

II,.  „ ,,.i,r  Oreimril  Grass, 

iinnsnally  early 

ill  silling,  furnishing  delicious  food  for  all  stoc 
Fnexcelleil  for  lawns.  Onr  seed  new  crop,  Ke 
tucky  grown.  Si.iw  14  lbs.  per  acre  for  pastm 
or  (l(')  to  100  lbs.  for  lawns.  PRICK:  I’ound.  .in 
3 lbs.,  IfBOO.  Iiostpaid^  By  freight  (14  Ibs.l,  y-.a 
7,  bu.  or  nion>  at  $2.3.'). 


(inr  'dOlVA  CIIIRF  BRAND”  KKNTPCK 
BBL'K  GR.’VSS.' — We  pride  ourselves  on  this  ext 
choiee  grade,  which  is  of  such  nnnsnal  purity  ai 
higli  germination  that  it  is  of  s]ieeial  value  t' 
lawns.  I'RICK:  Pound,  40e;  3 lbs.,  $1.10,  pos 

paid.  ’ By  freight,  bn.  (14  lbs.),  $3.00. 


Keiitiieky  Blue  Grass. 
Kn^lisli  Kye  GniPiS. 


Prices  of  Farm  Seeds  are  sulhieet  to  olians  ) 
Wlien  reail.v  to  order  send  for  eop.v  of  our  late  i 
Price  T.isI  sliowing  eiirreiit  prices.  | 
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Grass  Seeds  — Continued 

% 

■-p  1]  1 A iiiiignificpiit  grass,  of  rajiiil,  luxuriant  growth,  growing 

1 all  IVleaaOW  wat  orass  „|,  ri,li  sou  l.y  ,rnne  l.'jlli  t<>  tlio  lieigUt  of  4 feet.  Better 
, lhan  Tiinolli.v  in  lli(‘  Sontli.  Can  l)e  ent  lliree  times  ami  does  well  if  sown  alone.  Tall  Oat 
’(Iras.s  vegetates  with  great  liixurianee.  It  is  eaidy  and  prodmdive  .and  affords  a idenlifnl 
aftermath.  It  is  found  most  henelicial  when  retained  in  a idose  stale  of  feeding.  It  makes 
good  hay,  is  natural  to  sandy  loams;  Imt  tlirives  best  on  strong  tenaeions  clays.  “It  i)ossesses 
the  advantage  id'  early,  (inick  and  late  growth,  tillers  well  and  is  admirably  lailcnlated  for 
.a  paslnre  grass.  1 measured  some  on  the  'JOth  day  of  .Tune  when  in  blossom  (wben  il  should 
be  ent  for  hay)  and  fotind  it  4%  feet  long.”  .Sal/.er’s  Superior:  Bb.,  JiOe;  bii.,  ¥'’..50;  100  lbs.,  $17.50. 

D •T'  A hardy  native  perennial  grass,  succeeding  best  on  moist  land.  It  aecomod;ites 
lV.ep  1 op  itself  to  a variety  of  sidls,  however,  even  to  iinite  dry  sitn.-ttions,  :ind  stands  hot 
clim.'ile  .'idmirably.  It  is  the  most  ])ermanent  gr.-iss  we  have.  It  remains  green  for  the  greater 
[i.'irt  of  the  year.  Sown  largely  in  marshy  land  and  sloughs  in  the  West.  In  the  blast  it  is 
one  of  their ' princi])al  sorts,  fancy  cleaned  seed.  I’BK'K:  I’er  lb.,  ,3.ac ; .‘I  lbs.,  bUc,  postjiaid. 
By  freight;  I’er  bn.  (14  lbs.),  Iji.'l.OU. 

(Agrostis  Stolonil'era.)  Distinctive  on  account  of  its  coni|)act, 
creeiiing,  rooting  slems.  Uf  raiiid  growth  and  siireading  habit, 
forming  a strong,  durable  turf.  Fine  for  lawns  and  imtling  greens  because  of  its  fine  texture. 
If  sown  alone,  use  50  lbs.  to  the  acre.  ritlf'K:  Lb.,  35c,  (postpaid,  45c);  bn.  of  20  lbs.,  $0.10; 
100  lbs.,  .$30.00. 

(C.vnosurus  Cri.sfatus.)  A hardy  grass  forming  a smooth,  compact 
,'ind  lasting  turf.  Does  best  on  rich,  moist  land,  but  will  groi\'  on 
most  any  soil.  Boots  deepl.v-  and  withstands  dry  weather.  Does  well  In  the  shade.  If  sown 
alone,  use  30  pounds  to  the  acre,  but  the  best  way  is  to  mix  with  other  grasses.  I’KICE:  Lb., 
25c;  (postpaid,  35c);  10  lbs.,  $'2.30;  100  lbs.,  ,$21.00. 


Creeping  Bent  Grass 


Crested  Dogstail 


Bermuda  Grass  or  Southern  Blue  Grass 

Tall  Meadow  Oat 

This  is  a itcrenniai  grass  of  creeping  habit,  very  valuable  for  the  southern  states,  ;is  it  withstands  drought  better  than 
anv  othei-  varietv.  It  has  long  creeping  stems  which  root  at  the  .iotlits  and  cover  the  groiind  with  strong  matting  of  line 
turf.  This  has  ciinsed  it  to  be  sown  largeiy  for  the  purpose  of  binding  drifting  sand  iind  for  steep  emb.-inkmeuts  subject  to 
wash.  It  is  a splendid  ])astnre  grass  furnishing  excellent  summer  pasture  when  most  otlier  grasses  are  burned  out,  and  the 
grazing  and  trampling  of  stock  does  not  impair  it.  It  is  also  much  used  for  lawns  in  the  south,  as  it  stays  gret'ii  all  summer.  It 
is  of  no  value  for  the  northern  states  as  it  freezes  out  farther  north  than  Central  Kansas,  Mo.  and  Ills.  It  does  'well  o7i  most 
any  kind  of  soil  and  thrives  on  the  poorest  and  sandiest  soils.  The  seed  is  sown  in  spring  at  the  rate  of  ,3  to  5 lbs.  per  acre. 
PRICE:  Package,  lOc;  oz.,  15c;  % lb..  30c;  lb„  8.5c,  postpaid.  By  express,  lb.,  75c. 


miniature  pliologr:rphic  view  illustrating  our  inaguitlcent  Government  Building  at  Shenasidoab.  It  is  loealeil  in  the  near 
business  i*enter  ot  the  eh.i,  on  a triangular  spnare  spot  of  ground,  surrounded  on  either  siile  b.v  broad  pa\'ed  streets.  On  th;' 
opposite  sides  within  a stone’s  throw  are  loeateil  five  of  the  thirteen  church  hiiildings  of  this  eit.v.  These  live  idiurehes  are  all 
new,  costing  appro.ximately  an  average  of  fortv  thousand  dollars  each,  one  of  them  over  $K0,000.  The  eainpus  grounds  surrounding 
the  Government  Building  is  beaut ifullv  set  in  a velvef.v  lawn  produied  from  KATEKIN'.’i  EVERGREEN  LAWN  GRA.SS  ,MI\- 
TI  RE,  :is  are  :iisi»  some  of  these  i-huri'li  yarils.  This  is  the  best  mixture  of  lau’ii  grasses  to  l>e  oldained  anywhere. 


i Lawn  Seed  Grass — Beantify  the  Home  Place 

' A smooth  velvety  lawm  surrounding  a house  adds  not  only  to  (he  value,  but  enclmnces  the  enjoyment  of  every  home. 

whether  it  be  in  city,  town  or  country.  When  properly  made  a lawn  is  the  best  investment  a home  owner  can  make,  even  good 
1 paint.  'The  following  suggestions  may  be  of  benefit,  especially  to  those  who  are  ;ibont  to  make  a new  lawn. 

The  most  important  thing  to  consider  in  selecting  seed  for  a l;iwn  is  to  obtain  a proper  mixture  of  several  varieties.  By 

properly  choosing  early,  medium  and  late  grasses  a smooth,  even  green  lawn  is  assured  from  early  spring  to  late  autumn.  A 
J given  area  can  support  only  so  many  grass  plants  of  one  kind,  for  they  all  absorb  the  same  kind  of  food,  but  if  several 

varieties  :ire  sown  the  same'area  will  support  many  more  plants,  as  different  sorts  live  on  various  elements  in  the  soil.  With 

these  facts  in  mind  our  lOW.V  CHIEF  BR.VNI)  Lawn  Grass  is  scientifically  mixed  and  combined.  Our  experience  of  many 
years  h:\s  given  us  intimate  knowledge  of  grasses,  their  habits  and  reqnirenients^  I’RICFl:  By  mail,  postpaid,  lb.,  4l)c ; by  express 
or  freight  at  imrclniser's  expense,  lb.,  ,30c;  4 lbs,  $1.10;  Id  lbs..  ,$2.75;  100  lbs.,  ,$2.i.on.  Bags  free. 
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Mixtures  for  Permanent  Pastures 


Ratekin’s  Finest  Annual  Ho^  Pasture  Mixture 

QUICK  HOG  PASTURE  MIXTURE;  BEST  IX  THE  WO  RED;  $4.00  per  cwt. 

This  niixture  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  profitable  ever  devised  by  man.  It  comes  early  aud  quickly  and  furnishes  ^ ' 
green,  nutritious’  feed  early  in  the  season  when  hogs  aud  other  stock  crave  and  most  need  green  feed.  If  you  have  HOGS  I 
don’t  fail  to  sow  one,  two,  three  or  ten  acres  of  it,  dependent  on  the  number  of  hogs  or  pigs  you  have.  It' requires  but  100  | 
pounds  of  seed  per  acre,  lint  is  wortli  a hundred  dollars  per  acre  to  every  farmer  that  has  twenty  or  more  hogs  IF  YOU 

HAVE  BUT  TEN  HOGS  then  sow  a half  acre  to  this  QUH'K  ANNll.VE  HOG  MIXTURE.  it  will  [la'y  you  100  per  cent  above 

the  cost  of  the  seed. 

SOW  FIVE  TO  TEN  .VCRES  OF  BIEEION  DOEE.VR  GRASS  FOR  H.VY  .VND  FO'R.VGE  FOR  YOUR  HORSES,  C'YTTEE 
AND  SHEEP,  BUT  DON’T  FAIE  TO  SOW  ONE,  TWO,THREE  OR  TEN  .U’RES  OF  OUR  QUICK  .\XNUAE  HOG  Pv’sTURE 
MIXTURE,  They  are  E.VCH  MONEY  MAKERS  AND  STOCK  S.WEKS,  IT  W’lEE  P.VY  YOU  BIG  TO  SOW  EIBERAEEY  OF 

THEM.  Price  for  quick  liog  pasture,  .'fd.oo  [ler  100  lbs.  In  000  lb.  lots,  .fd.TO  a 100  lbs.  Sacks  free. 

Permanent  Meadow  and  Pasture  Mixtures 

f'l-accoc  "leadows  and  Permanent  Pastures,  W>  are  prepared  to  furnish  seed.s  adapted  to  all  soils,  all  situa- 

1TJ11A.CU  tions  and  all  purposes — for  light,  medium,  and  heavy  soils.  By  light  soils  we  mean  that  which  is  more 

or  les.s  of  a sandy  or  gravelly  nature;  the  heavy,  clay  and  heavy  loams,  while  the  medium  is  an  intermediate  between  these  two. 

A light,  wet  soil,  with  resjiect  to  grasses  suited  to  it,  may  be  considered  same  as  too  heavy  soils;  a dry,  heavy  soil  more  as  the  ' 
light  soils.  Write  us  wliat  you  want,  giving  nature  of  soil,  number  of  acres,  etc,,  and  we  will,  with  pleasure, 'give  you  estimate  ' 
and  terms. 

We  ask  purcliasers  to  observe  that  we  are  able  to  offer  the  following  mixtures  at  reasonable  figures,  only  from  the  fact 
that  we  make  np  large  quantities  before  the  commencement  of  the  season,  therefore  nothing  can  be  taken  oiit.  In  all  these  ; 
mixtures  we  are  introdnclng  small  quantities  of  Alfalfa  Clove}’  with  the  idea  of  inoculating  the  land  with  the  Alfalfa  bacillus, 
.Vlfalfa  revolutionizes  farming  but  the  bacillus  must  be  established  _ before  the  revolution  can  occur.  We  cannot  afford  to  add" 
anything  to  tliese  mixtures  on  account  of  the  slight  margin  upou  which  we  have  figured.  We  shall  he  glad  however,  to'  make 
estimates  upon  any  special  mixtures  desired  by  onr  patrons.  Out’  recommendation  for  quantity  to  the  acre  is  fixed  on  the  basis  of 
good  fair  seeding.  Tlie  quantity  can,  of  course,  lie  spread  over  more  or  less  ground  as  the  case  may  demand.  25  lbs.  supplied 
at  Hie  100  lb.  rate. 

These  are  mixtures  we  can  ‘'stand  b.v.”  We  can  make  up  tower  priced  mixtures  if  desired.  Don’t  let  the  price  stand  in  the 

way  of  your  getting  a good  article.  It  is  tlie  cheap  “fake”  gras*  mixtures  that  liave  brought  discredit  on  grass  and  clover  mix- 

tures in  this  oonntr.v. 

f PovmanAnf'  rlf-txArc  and  high  land.  Contains  Red  Top,  Medium  Red.  Mammoth 

iviixiures  ror  rermaneni  meaaows  Heq  Alslke  cioveis.  Alfalfa,  Timothy,  orchard  Grass,  I’ereuuial  Rye 
Grass.  Tall  .Meadow  Oat  Grass,  Meadow  Fescue,  Hard  Fescue,  Canada  Bine  Grass,  Kentucky  Blue  Grass  aud  Slender  Wheat  Grass. 
Sow  20  to  .20  lbs.  to  the  acre.  PRICE  Per  100  lbs.,  .$1.5.00 

No.  2.  For  good  land  neitlier  too  wet  nor  too  dry.  Contains  Orchard  Grass,  Medium  Red  and  Alsike  Clovers,  Timothy,  , 

.Meadow  Fescue,  Perennial  Rye  Grass,  Hard  Fescue,  Sheep's  Fescue,  Alfalfa,  Kentucky  Blue  Grass  and  Red  Top.  Sow  20  to  25 
Ills,  to  tlie  acre.  PRICE:  Per  100  lbs.,  .$14.75. 

No.  ;i.  For  moisi  ami  wet  land.  Contains  Red  Top,  Timolliy,  Alsike  and  Siediuiu  Red  Clover  and  Tall  Fescue.  Sow  ’20 
Id  25  ills,  io  llie  acre.  PRICE:  Per  lOO  llis.,  .$20.00. 

No.  4.  For  good  high  and  dr.v  land.  Contains  Tall  meadow  oat  grass. 
Orchard  Grass,  Hard  Fescue.  Sheep’s  Fescue,  Timothy,  Perennial  Rye 
Grass,  Medium  Red.  Aiammolli  Red  aud  Wliite  Clover,  Ixentucky  Blue  Grass,  Cauadiaii  Blue  Grass,  Meadow  Fescue  and  Alfalfa. 
Sow  25  to  ,’!5  lbs.  jier  acre.  I’er  100  lbs.,  $10,75. 

No.  ,'i.  For  gooii  land  neither  too  wet  nor  too  dry.  Contains  Tall  Meadow  Oat  Grass,  Orchard  Grass,  Sheep's  Fescue,  Timothy, 
I’ereniiial  Rye  Grass,  Red.  Alsike  and  While  Clover,  Alfalfa,  Kentuckv  Blue  Grass  and  Red  Top.  Sow  25  to  .25  llis.  per  acre. 
PRICE:  Per  100  lbs.  .$10,011. 

No.  (>.  Especially  lor  prairie  eonilitions.  Contains  Slender  Wlieat  Grass,  Canada  Blue  Grass,  Keutucky  Blue  Grass,  Red, 
While  and  .Msiko  clover.  Alfalfa  and  Brumns  Inermis.  ,".0  to  40  lbs.  per  acre.  PRICE:  Per  100  ibs.,  .$18.00. 

Combination  Grass  and  Clover  Mixture 

For  Both  Hay  and  Permanent  Pasture.  II  affords  enormous  crops  of  hay  of  tlie  fines!  quality  and  liigliest  feeding  value,  and 
afler  same  is  cul,  continuous  and  alinndant  iiastnrage  of  flie  richest  and  most  nutritions  clmracter  until  winter  sets  in.  It  will  stand 
fur  years  and  may  be  used  eillier  for  iiasfnrage  exclnsivoly  or  liay  and  pasturage,  as  varying  conditions  may  suggest. 

We  slake  our  reputation  on  this  mixture,  not  only  as  to  tlie  purity  and  germination  of  the  seeds  used,  but  as  to  the  satis- 
faction it  will  give  to  those  who  purchase. 

Contains  Maniniotli  Red,  Medium  Red,  Alsike  and  Wliite  Clover,  .Ufalfa,  Timotliy,  Kentucky  Blue  Clrass,  Meadow  Fescue 
and  Perennial  Rye  Grass. 

Owing  to  the  deep  rooting  and  spreading  clmracter  of  many  of  the  varieties  employed,  fields  sown  with  this  mixture  will,  dur- 
ing periods  of  drought,  look  fresh  and  green  wliile  other  meadow.s  and  pastures  are  dry  and  burned.  PRICE:  100  lbs.,  $1‘2.75.  Bags 
free.  25  lbs  supplied  at  the  UlO  lb.  rate. 

Quantity--We  recommend  at  least  40  lbs.  to  the  acre. 

IRnicVi  modern  farmer  .and  stockman  does  not  dig  grubs  and  stumps  from  lirusli  lands,  the 

JOruSill  i asiure  IVllXlure  expense  of  muscle  and  mone.v  is  too  great  to  fvarraiit  the  cost.  Aftei’  the  wood  from  such 

lands  has  been  cut  and  sold,  ho  seeds  the  field  to  tame  grasses  and  Clovers  wliicb  soon  take  possession  of  tlie  soil,  when  it 

is  pastured  witli  slieep,  liorses  and  other  stock.  During  the  time  of  pasturing  the  roots  and  stump's  will  decay  and  thus  the 
lirnsli  lands  are  made  profitalile  from  the  hegiiining  at  very  lowcost. 

Briisli  Pasture  .Mixture  contains  a variety  of  seeds  such  ns  Bine  Grass  Red  Top,  Alsike,  Red  and  Alfalfa  Clover,  etc.,  which 
will  thrive  on  cni-over  lands.  The  introduction  of  a small  quantity  of  Alfalfa  Clover  in  tliis  mixture  is  a particularly  good  feature 
.as  it  estalilislies  llie  Alfalfa  bacteria  in  tlie  soil,  preparing  it  as  .Vlfalfa  land  wlieii  it  is  ready  for  cropping.  Indeed,  we  are 

now  putting  small  quantities  of  Alfalfa  in  all  our  Farm  Grass  Mixtures,  witli  this  purpose  in  view.  It  is  tlie  approved  way  of 

establishing  the  .\lfalfa  bacillus.  This  is  a valuable  and  practical  addition  to  our  list  of  mixed  grasses.  If  there  is  considerable 
lirnsli  on  the  land  cut  in  .Inly  or  August.  Then  sow  tlie  seed  as  freely  as  seems  desiralile.  If  may  be  mentioned  that  brush 
(■III  at  that  lime  rarely  grows  again.  PRICE:  100  lbs.,  $1.2.25.  Bags  free.  Lli.,  postpaid,  25e. 

I an -4  flvacc  Mivfnvo  advent  of  country  ditches,  drainage  canals  and  government  projects 

JL»UI.(.UI11  1-ictllU  VAicIbs  kjeCU  iVllAlurc  cqj.  fijp  reciaiming  of  tlioiisnnds  of  acres  of  swamp  land  tliroiigliout  onr  couiitr.v, 
llieri'  lias  lieen  a great  demand  for  a grass  seed  mixture  wliicli  will  tlirive  on  this  class  of  soil.  We  recommend  tliis  mixture  witli 
full  assnranco  tliat  if  will  give  satisfaclion.  Gnr  trials  have  demonstrated  tliis  beyond  a doubt.  There  is  no  lame  grass  whicli 
will  grow  ill  standing  water,  hut  on  moist  bottom  lands  good  results  will  he  ulitained.  Note  tlie  low  price.  PRICE:  100  lbs., 
.$11. .50.  Bags  free. 

Owing  to  large  crops  :uid  coiiseqiientl.v  lower  values  on  some  of  the  varieties  of  grasses  in  tliese  mixtures,  we  are  able  to  make 
very  mueli  lower  prices  tlian  for  several  .vears.  At  tlie  same  time  some  of  tliese  gras.ses,  like  Red  Top,  are  scarce  and  high. 
IVe  Iiope  tills  will  encourage  the  seeding  of  large  areas. 

Fine-Leaved  Sheep’s  Fescue  grns'ii^’'TiinAes®w^^ 

on  dry  and  sterile  soils.  Well  suited  for  lawns.  20  lbs.  per 
acre.  PRICE:  Lb„  25c,  (postpaid,  35c);  10  lbs.,  .$2.40;  .50  lbs., 
$11.50;  100  lbs.,  .$22.00. 

I-Iavri  valniihle  grass  for  dry  lands  ami  sandy 

fiara  r eSCUe  soils,  ver.v  liard.v,  enduring  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  ami  long  droughts.  Splemlid  for  permanent  past- 
ures on  poor  land.  Not  recommended  for  lawns  on  account  of 
its  stooling  habit.  Sow  30  lbs.  to  the  acre.  PRICE:  Eh.,  25c. 
(postpaid.  3.5c);  10  lbs..  $2.00;  100  lbs..  $18.00. 

PRICES  OF  FARM  SEEDS  ,VRE  SUBJECT  TO  FET’C- 
TUATIONS  OF  MARKET  PRICES. 


GRASS  SEED — Continued 

Rf^d  OP  C O’  creeping-rooted  variety 

IXCU  or  XeUeepiIlg  rescue  forming  a close  and  diir- 
ahle  turf  and  iiarticnlarly  suited  for  dry.  sandy  soils.  Resists 
ilriinglit  aiid^  thrives  on  very  ))oor  soils,  gravell.v  lianks  and 
I'xposed  liillsides.  Valiialile  hotli  for  sliadv  lawns  and  for  golf 
courses.  30  Dis.  to  Hie  acre.  PRICK:  Tdi..  ’25c,  (postpaid,  3.5c); 
10  Dis.,  .$2.’25;  100  lbs.,  .$i:i..50. 

MoarSo-ur  Frvvf-sil  ''Ast  grasses  for  permanent 

ivieaaow  roxtaii  pasture,  earlv  and  of  rapid  growth. 
Sow  30  Bis.  per  acre.  PRICE:  Lb.,  30c.  (postpaid,  40c);  10  lbs., 
$’2.7.5;  .50  Ihs.,  .$12.75;  10(1  lbs.,  .$2.5.00. 
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iThe  Best  Varieties 
:of  Cotton  Grown 


COTTON  is  tlie  stiiplc  money  iTop  in  tlie  HouUierii 
Stales  auil  is  tlie  basis  of  more  ^Yealtll  tliore  Ilian  all  otlier 
erops  couibineil  ami  iipou  tlie  jiroiluct  there  is  no  erop  ffrown 
that  is  so  larselv  depeiuleiit  upon  the  seed  and  varieties 
plaiiteil.  We  might  also  add  tliat  there  is  few  crops  grown 
that  the  cost  id^  seed  is  so  little  compared  with  results 
of  the  crop  as  Cotton. 


Kvery  year  annual  catalogues  are  sent  out  all  over  the 
south  by  dealers  with  their  pages  decorated  and  ilevoted 
to  various  varieties  of  Cotton  with  claims  of  having  and 
offering  the  best.  In  addition  to  this  Agricultural  Papers 
coiitaiu  coliumis  of  advertisements  of  Cotton  Seed,  by 
farmers  and  growers  all  claiming  to  Gave  a world-beater 
in  the  line  of  yield  of  lint,  etc,  etc.,  They  can’t  all  be 
correct,  but  we  believe  a majority  of  them  are  honest  in 
stating  what  they  think  to  be  true.  The  average  production 
of  lint  is  about  fhO  lbs.  per  acre,  but  occasionally  in  some 
favored  localities  and  where  every  condition  is  most  favor- 
able and  gooil  seed  and  varieties  are  obtained  there  are 
a few  growers  who  make  2 to  3 bales  per  acre  as  eas.v 
as  the  planter  who  obtains  the  average  or  less  than  the 
average,  for  sure  it  is  if  the  average  is  only  I'.m  lbs. 
there  must  be  many  who  do  not  produce  that  much. 


OCK  COTTON  .SKKD  is  not  grown  here.  Wc  are  located 
too  far  North  and  out  of  the  cotton  growing  zone,  but 
have  otir  Cotton  Seed  grown  for  ns  by  the  most  iirac.dic.-il, 
reliable,  up-to-date  Cotton  growers  of  the  South,  in  Texas, 
Louisiana.  Jliss.,  Alabama  and  the  Carolina's  and  it  has  been 
|)roveu  bv  actual  experience  of  planters  in  the  South  that 
the  COTTON  SKKI)  supplied  by  ns  has  given,  by  far, 
superior  and  better  results  than  from  much  of  the  seed 
procured  elsewhere. 


.\.tIONt;  .4LL  T1I.\T  IS  GOOD  we  have  selected  the 
following  varieties  widen  have  lieen  TKIED  AND  TE.STED 
and  PKOVEN  THE  BEST:  varieties  we  have  handled  and 
sold  all  over  the  COTTON  GROWING  STATES  for  a 
number  of  years  and  can  fully  recommend  them  equally 
as  good  as'  represented.  Therefore  we  solicit  and  will 
:ippreciate  Vour  orders,  large  or  small,  but  especially  hope 
to  have  yoi'ir  order  for  a part  if  not  all  the  COTTON  SEED  you 
will  get  the  very  best  to  bo  obtained  or  that  money  will  buy  or 


require  for  the  coming  seasons  planting,  .assuring  yoti  that  you 
procure  anywhere. 


VARIETIES 


Peter’s  Improved  King’s 


The  largest  boiled:  earliest  to  mature;  most  productive  there  is  j 
Texas.)  PRICE:  Peck,  50c;  bn.,  .111.50;  5 bn.,  11t).25 ; 10  bn.,  .1112.00. 


;rowu.  (Seed  grown  in 


Gibson’s  Big  Boll 


I t-vnn'  Bolls  very  long;  usually  four  and  five  locks;  lint  runs  1%  to  2 inches  long;  excellent  quality.  A great 

l_<Ong  Olapie  favorite  along  the  Ileil  River  Valley  in  Tex:is,  Oklahoma  and  Louisiana.  PRICE.  I’eck,  50c ; bu.,  $1.75; 

5 bu.,  $8.00;  10  bu.,  $15.00.  (Seed  grown  in  Texas.) 

Recommended  one  of  the  best  boll  varieties  grown — is  five-lock,  storm-proof  v:iriely.  PRICE: 
I’eck,  40c;  bn.,  $1.25;  5 bu.,  .$6.00;  10  bu.,  $11.50.  (Texas  grown.) 

Tfiiimnli  Ritr  Rrtll  Taken  place  of  all  old  st;indard  sorts.  Our  stock  highly  iniiiroved  type;  surpasses  all 

1 eXaS  1 riUIIipri  ulg  JjOll  known  varieties;  strong  robust  stalk,  short  jointed;  deep  root:  bolls  large  ;uid  begin 

to  form  near  ground — close  to  stalk;  planteil  at  same  time  with  early  small  boll  blooms  and  fruits  at  same  time.  I’RIC'E:  Petd<, 

50c;  bu.,  $1.35;  5 bu.,  $6.50;  10  bu.,  $12..50.  (Texas  grown.) 

Rity  Rnll  Originated  in  Newton  Co.,  Mississippi.  Alabama  and  Jlississippi  15xperime)i tal  Stations  took  it  up 
V.»ieveia.riU  S £>lg  IJUll  where  it  made  wonderful  showing,  creating  enormous  demand,  princip:illy  because  pl.anters  maiu- 
t:iin  it  to  be  more  resistent  to  boll  weevil  th:in  any  other  sort.  Plant  is  t.all,  upward  erect  tendency,  producing  numerous  limbs, 
medium  to  short  length.  The  bolls  very  hirge,  re(iniring  55  to  65  to  turn  out  a pound  of  seed  cotton.  Most  bolls  contain  5 locks. 
Bolls  open  wide  making  it  easy  to  pick;  maturity  early  to  medium,  one  of  tue  earliest  of  large  boll  type.  PRICE:  Peck,  .50c; 

bu.,  $1..50;  5 bu.,  .$0.00;  10  bu.,  $11..50.  (.Seed  grown  in  North  Carolina.) 

1 nner  Stanlf*  B.est  v.iriety  for  tip-land;  will  give  larger  yield  on  more  kinds  of  soil  than  any  otlier  long  staple. 

y-Vlldl  a OLapIC  Lint  of  liner  quality,  in  silky;  measures  about  1J(>  inches  long;  boll  medium  large  containing  four 

to  live  locks;  easily  picked;  yield  ;15  per  cent.  It  is  also  highly  recommended  for  rich  soil.  PRICE:  Peck,  60c;  bu.,  $2.00;  5 to  10 
bu.,  $1.75.  (Seed  grown  in  Alabama.) 

Rpr»wn’«  Nn  1 r''r»fton  l Bast  but  not  le:ist.)  Wc  have  hundreds  of  testimonials  from  responsible  cotton  grow- 

uruwii  » lyci.  X V.^XJVLUI1  kjccu  who  unhesitatinglv  say  and  recommend,  without  stint  or  reservation.  Brown’s  No.  1 

Cotton  as  not  only  one  of  the  best,  but  TIIM  BEST  HIGH-CLASSI  11  > VARIETY  IN  EXISTENCE,  superior  Indli  in  yield  and  qnal- 
it.v  to  other  sorts.  This  is  an  extra  earl.v  large  l)olI  cotton  :ind  yields  42  to  45  per  cent  :ind  h;is  a record  of  50  |ier  cent.  It  has 
extra  long  taip  roots,  gre.atly  aissisting  it  to  resist  drouth  aind  in  :ill  its  history  Inis  never  shown  any  sign  of  rust  or  wilt;  TWt) 
B.\LES  PER  ACRE  CAN  ANI)  HAS  BEEN  M.\I)E  with  ordinary  cultivation  and  fertilizer.  Von  have  only  to  TR5'  IT  to  prove 
that  you  have  success  within  your  reach.  I’RICE:  Peck,  65c;  bu'.,  $2.25;  5 to  10  bu.  and  over,  $2.00  per  bu.  (Seed  grown  in  Jlis- 

sissippi.) 


I’RICE.S  on  :iny  of  the  above  varieties  of  cotton  seed  by  mail,  postpaid.  Quart,  25c;  [ler  gallon,  7.5c.  If  wanted  by  jieck,  half 
bushel  and  bushel  by  I’arcel  I’ost,  send  additional  remittance  to  cover  Parcel  Post  postage.  See  Parcel  Post  Map  and  rates, 
also  Express  and  Freight  rates  on  pages  No.  1 and  2 of  this  catalogue.  Frciglit  and  Ex|)ress  charges  can  be  paid  at  your  end  of 
the  route  and  will  be  no  more  than  if  paid  at  this  end.  But  Parcel  Post  charges  must  be  prepaid  at  the  post  office  here.  Sacks, 
bags,  etc.,  free. 


For  Parcel  Post.  Express  and  Freight  r.ites  from  Shenando.ah.  Iowa,  to  various  points,  see  pages  No.  1 and  2 -this  limdc. 
There  are  eight  to  10,000  express  and  freight  offices  in  the  United  States  and  It  would  take  a book  much  larger  than  this  cala- 
logue  to  i|Uotc  rates  to  all  these'  points,  but  by  noting  the  rate  to  nearest  point  given,  you  can  estimate  within  a few  cents  |ier 
hundred  pounds  what  the  rate  would  b('  to  your  shipping  point. 


■■  We  Liave  not  the  space  to  sttow  the  whole  of  the  Planet,  Ji- 
All  Wheel  Hoes  for  1915  will  l>e  fitted  with  steel  frames.  This  is 
lasting  (jualities.  By  sending  your  orders  to  us  you  can  rely 

Planet,  Jr.,  No.  4 

COMBINKD  SEED  DRIED, 

SING  EE  WIIEEE  HOE,  CUE- 
^ TIVATOR  AND  PEOW. 

PRICE,  $10.50. 

AS  A DKIEE  ONEY,  $8.50. 


'lit  will  seud  a descriptive  catalogue  free  on  applicaliou 
Improvement,  as  it  adds  largely  to  their  durability  and 
;ettiug  (xuick  service  and  bottom  prices. 

Planet,  Jr.,  No.  25 

COMBINED  IIILE  AND  DRILL 
Sv  SEEDER,  DOUBLE  IV  HEEL 

HOE  CULTIVATOR 
AND  PLOIV. 

PRICE,  .$13.00. 


This  is  the  most  populai-  comliined  tool  made.  It  combines 
in  a single  implement  a first-class  lilll-dro[)ping  seeder,  a 
single  wheel  hue  or  weeder,  a cultivator  and  a plow.  The 
hopper  holds  two  (luarts  of  seed,  which  can  lie  sown  in  contin- 
uous rows,  or  dropped  in  hills  d,  (i,  8,  13,  or  3-1  fiuches  apart. 

The  drill  is  detached  and  the  tool  frame  substituted  by 
removing  but  one  bolt.  It  then  becomes  a single  wheel  hoe. 
It  is  useful  almost  every  day  of  the  season  at  every  stagi- 
of  the  garden  work.  With  this  one  implement  the  small 
farmer  can  do  practically  all  the  work  iu  his  small  crops. 

Planet,  Jr.,  No.  1 

COMBINED  DRILL  SEEDER, 

WHEEL  HOIA  CULTIVATOR 
AND  PLOW.  PRICE,  $9.00 


This  new  combined  machine  is  intended  for  gardeners 
■rvho  have  a large  enough  acreage  iu  crops  for  a Double  Wheel 
Hoe  to  be  used  to  good  advantage  and  prefer  not  to  buy 
separate  machines. 

As  a drill  it  is  almost  identical  with  the  Planet,  .Tr.,  No.  1 
Drill,  and  is  thoroughly  substantial  and  accurate  iu  sowing 
all  kinds  of  garden  seeds  in  hills  or  drills. 

As  a Wheel  Hoe  it  is  iiractically  the  same  as  the  Planet, 
.Tr„  No.  12  Double  Wheel  Hoe,  the  very  best  macUine  on  the 
market.  The  chauge  from  Drill  to  IVheel  Hoe  takes  but  a 
moment,  and  the  whole  couiliiiiatioii  is  one  we  can  heartily 
recommend  and  guarantee  satisfactory. 

Planet,  Jr.,  No.  14 

cultivator  and  plow. 

^ PRICE,  .$7.50.  FITTED 

WITH  STEEL 
EKAMES. 


This  tool  is  known  and  used  the  world  over,  and  except- 
ing our  hill  and  drill  seeders  is  the  most  perfect  drill  known. 
The  hopper  'liolils  tliree  pints,  and  sows  in  an  even,  regular 
sti'oam,  whether  there  is  muidi  or  little  seed  in  it.  The  ma- 
chine is  extremely  simple,  has  no  agitators,  belts  or  gearing, 
and  will  not  iii.iure  any  seed. 

Ii’rnni  a drill  it  is  changed  to  its  other  uses  by  removing 
iwo  liolts,  when  hoes,  cultivator  teeth  or  plows  can -be  (iiiickly 
attached.  It  is  a practical  everyday  time  and  labor  saver, 
a grand  remedy  for  tlie  liackaelie,  and  the  best  lowpriced 
couibiued  machiue  on  the  market. 

Planet,  Jr.  No.  12 

DOUBLE  WHEEL  HOE,  CULTIVATOR  .AND  PLOIV.  I’RIUE, 
,$(i..50.  1 ITTED  M ITII  STEEL  !■  R.V.ME. 

Two  acres  a da.y  can  easily  be  worked  witli  this  implement, 
and  wiien  done  it  will  lie  a better  job  than  three  men  could 
liave  done  in  the  same  time  with  hand  hoes. 


This  new  tool  will  give  excellent  satisfaction;  is  especially 
pleasing  to  all  who  work  peat  lands.  There  are  three  oil 
teuipered  discs  on  each  side. 

The  set  of  prong  cultivator  teeth  are  constructed  on  en- 
tirely new  lines,  and  will  be  founil  invaluable  iu  gerenal  cul- 
tivation. , , 

The  plows  are  the  regular  Planet,  Jr.,  model  and  are 
continuallv  valuable  for  furrowing,  covering  and  plowing.  , 
All  Planet.  Jr..  Wheel  Hoes  are  fitted  with  Steel  ITaiiies. 

Planet,  Jr.,  No.  17 

SINGLE  WHEEL  HOE.  CULTIV.ATOR  AND  PLOW.  PRICE, 
.$4.50.  PITTED  WITH  STEEL  P’RAME. 

Por  easy,  clean  and  perfect  gardening,  the  kind  that  will 
make  your  garden  the  talk  of  the  neighborhood  and  cause 
your  face  to  glotv  with  pride.  Nothing  is  ifuite  the  equal 
of  this  No.  17. 


THE  CYCLONE  SEED  SOWER 


It  is  the  greatest  labor  and  seed  saving  invention  of  the  age. 
The  working  principles  are  a novelty  of  simplicity,  the  result  of 
more  than  twenty-five  years  of  careful  study.  It  is  so  simiile  in 
construction  and  perfect  in  operation  that  even  a ho.v  can  operate 
it.  It  will  sow  Alfalfa,  Timothy,  Wheat,  Oats,  Kye,  Buckwheat, 
Hungarian,  Kedtop,  Turnip,  Millet,  Kafir,  Cane,  Cotton  and  all  other 
grains  and  seeds  perfectly  even,  any  desired  amount  per  acre,  and 
from  thirty  to  sixty  acres  a day.  Pull  instructions  and  directions 
on  every  machiue.  Price,  .$1.50. 

THE  CYCLONE  JR.  SEED  SOWER — Embodies  all  the  principal 
features  for  even  distribution  of  seed,  as  found  in  oiir  tlmetested 
Cyclone  Seeder.  It  is  however,  built  ou  slightly  differeut  principles. 
Pligh  111  value,  low  in  price.  Each  .$1.25. 


Cyclone 
Seed  Sower 


Cyclone 
Seed  Sower 


The  SOWER  THAT 
SCATTERS  EVENLY 


The  SOWER  THAT 
SCATTERS  EVENLY. 


se  RATEKIN'S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


Planet  Jr.  Tools  for  1915 


Tliese  seed  sowers  are  simply  a i)heiiomiiial  success  and  the  most  astonishing^  feature,  is  the  cheai>ness  of  a machine  of  so 
useful,  practicable  and  valuable  service.  PJvery  farmer,  tenant,  landlord  and  land  owner  should  have  one.  We  have  sold  Inmdreds 
of  them  and  in  no  instance  have  they  tailed  to  please  our  <‘ustomers  and  to  aive  entire  satisfaction  iu  the  sowing"  of  all  kinds  of 
seeds. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


97 
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Information  given  here  applies  to  climate  and  location. 
I Send  order  for  seeds  now,  while'  stocks  are  full, 

jEinUSiry  so  as  to  have  them  on  hand  as  the  sowing  sea- 
sons come  around.  We  can  ship  later  if  desired.  I’repare 
liot  beds,  start  in  them  early  Cabl)age,  hettnce,  Uadisli,  Beet, 
f’anlillower.  Union  and  I’ansy,  and  some  oilier  flower  seeds 
which  require  transplanting.  (See  list  under  Flower  Seeds). 

1 If  not  already  sown  start  in  liot  beds  or  cold 

r CDrUary  frames  early  Caliliage,  Lettuce,  Itaddish,  Beet, 
Cauliflower,  Onion,  and  flower  seeds  for  transplanting;  late 
in  tlie  inontli  Egg  Plants  and  Peppers.  These  require  warmer 
beds  than  the  other  seeds  mentioned. 

Outdoors— The  last  of  tlie  month,  if  favorable  weather, 
sow  early  Peas,  Spring  Kale,  Beets,  Spinach,  Carrots,  Celery, 
Kadish  and  Parsley.  Set  Unions  sets,  Ilorseradisli,  Asparagus 
and  Ithnbarli.  Plant  trees  and  bnsli  fruits.  Sow  Blue  liilibon 
Evergreen  Lawn  Grass.  Prepare  and  sow  Tobacco  beds. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  month  sow  Canada  Field  Peas  with 
Oats  for  early  hay.  Clover  and  Grass  seeds  can  be  sown 
this  mouth,  aiso  rape  for  grazing  and  soiling. 

L Seeds  for  early  plants  can  now  lie  started  in  cold 
iVlaiCn  fi-;uues  or  window  boxes  instead  of  hot  beds. 
Tender  seeds,  such  as  Egg  I’lants,  I'eppers,  and  tender  flower 
seeds,  require  a little  more  heat. 

Outdoors — The  sooner  most  hardy  seeds  are  in,  tlie  better. 
We  name  them  in  order  in  which  tliey  should  be  sown.  Garden 
I’eas  in  varieties  for  succession.  Onion,  Celery,  Spinach,  Leek, 
Parsley,  Lettuce,  Kadish,  Beet,  Asparagus.  Carrot,  Parsnip 
and  .Salsify.  Plant  Irish  Potatoes,  Asjiaragus,  Ubnl)arb  roots 
and  Onion  sets  if  not  already  done.  Set  out  Cauliflower, 
Cabbage,  Onion  and  Lettuce  plants  from  hotbeds  after  these 
have  hardened  by  leaving  the  glass  open  at  nights.  Sow 
Herbs  in  a n^rm  l)order.  Sow  Cal)bage  seed  for  summer  crop. 
Sow  the  hardy  kinds  of  flower  seeds;  also  this  is  the  proper 
month  for  sowing  Lawn  Grass. 

For  tlie  Farm — Winter  and  Spring  Oats,  Canada  Field 
Peas,  with  Oats,  Clover  seeds.  Grass  seeds  of  .all  sorts.  To- 
bacco seeds,  should  all  be  sown  quickly.  I’lant  Artichokes 
for  bogs,  sow  Itwarf  Essex  Kape. 

Arki*i1  Seeds  that  have  not  previously  been  put  in  as 
recommended  in  the  preceding  months  can  still  be 
sown,  except  that  instead  of  using  hot  beds  for  hard.v  sorts 
of  plants  they  can  now  be  sown  in  beds  in  the  open  ground. 
Summer  Calibage,  Lettuce,  and  Tomatoes  should  be  sown,  for 
succession  to  follow  the  earliest  sorts,  likewise  Beets,  Kadish, 
Peas.  The  first  planting  of  Artichokes,  herbs,  corn.  Snap  Beans, 
and  Okra  can  be  made  early  this  month,  and  Cucumber, 
Squash.  Cantaloupe  and  Watermelon  the  latter  part,  if  the 
weather  is  favoralile;  otherwise  defer  until  May.  Cabbage, 
Lettuce,  Cauliflower,  Onion  and  Beet  plants,  which  have  been 
started  earlier,  should  be  transplanted;  also  Strawberry  plants 
set.  as  this  is  the  best  month.  Sweet  Potatoes  can  be  put  in 
hot  beds  previously  used  for  Cabbage.  Lawn  Grass  can  still 
be  sown,  and  all  Clover  ;ind  Grass  seeds.  Sow'  Mangel  Wurzel 
and  Sto^di  Beet.  I’lant  Corn  for  early  crop. 

Tills  is  the  month  for  sowing  most  tender  seeds  out 
iTlay  „f  iioHvs,  and  all  other  seeds  whiidi  were  not  sown 
[ireviously  can  still  lie  put  in  out  of  doors.  If  Cucumber, 
CantalTinpe,  Watermelon  and  Squash  have  not  been  planted 
put  them  in  as  early  as  possible.  Snap  Beans  for  succession, 
lama  and  Pole  Beans,  first  planting  should  be  made  early. 
Cabbage  seed  for  fall  and  winter  use  should  be  sown  about 
the  l.'ith;  also  Bl.nduEye  Peas  for  winter  use.  Set  out  plants 
for  Tomato,  Pepiier.  Sweet  Potatoes  and  Egg  Plant.  Continue 
sowing  flower  seeds  and  ]dant  bulbs. 

For  the  Farm — Sugar  Beets  and  Mangel  Wurzel  for  winter 
feeding  and  stock  can  still  be  sown;  also  all  Sorghums,  .Alillet, 
I'odder  Plants,  Cow  Peas,  Soja.  Navy  qinil  Velvet  Beans  can 
be  planted.  Set  out  Tobacco  plants  latter  part  of  the  month. 


Allowance  must  be  made  according  as  they  are  early  or  later. 
Keep  dow'u  weeds  and  destroy  the  first  crop  of  insects 
ellectually. 

I Set  out  Cabbage,  Tomato,  Egg  Plant,  Pepper,  and 

«JUn0  Sweet  jiotato  plants.  Sow  Tomato  for  late  crop; 
likewise  late  Cabbage  and  Caulitlow'er  for  winter  use.  Plant 
okra.  Watermelon,  Cantaloupe,  Cucumber,  Scjuash,  and  Pump- 
kin for  late  use,  and  Snap  and  Pole  Beans  and  Sweet  Corn 
for  succession. 

For  the  F'arin — Sow  the  Millets,  Cow  Peas,  Sorghum,  Soja 
Beaus,  Navy  Beans,  and  plant  late  Corn.  Mangel  Wurzel 
Beets  can  yet  be  sown  for  stoid^,  but  the  seed  should  bo 
soaked  twenty-four  hours  before  sowing. 

J 1 Plant  Snap  Beans  for  succession  and  Sugar  Corn  for 
late  roasting  ears.  Set  out  late  Cabbage  plants  for 
winter  use,  likewise  Celery  plants.  This  is  the  best  month  to 
sow  Kntaliaga,  and  they  do  best  in  rows.  I’lant  Cucumbers 
for  piidiling  and  table,  and  late  I’otatoes  for  winter  use. 

F'or  the  Farm — .Sow  German  or  Hungarian  .Millet  for  hay 
or  fodder;  likewise  Corn  in  drills  for  ensilage  or  fodder.  Bindv- 
wheat  can  be  sown  for  bees  as  an  improver  of  the  soil,  and  for 
grain.  Plant  Navy  Beans,  Black,  Bbudueye  and  Whippoorwill 
I’eas.  Sow  Crimson  Clover  at  the  last  working  of  Corn. 

Aiimicf  Continue  planting  Snap  Beans  for  the  table  and 
rWlguSL  pickTes.  If  any  Cabbage  plants  remain  unplanted, 
put  out  at  once;  likewise  Celery  plants.  Trim  off  tlie  tops 
of  Celery  before  planting,  if  the  plants  are  large.  Sow  Lettuce 
seed  for  fall  use;  likewise  Endive.  Sow  Spinach  and  Kale. 
Finish  sowing  Kutabaga  seed.  All  kinds  of  Turnip  seeds  can 
,be  sown  during  this  montli.  Crimson  Clover  is  one  of  the 
best  crops  grown,  and  should  be  sown  on  every  vacant  place 
where  crops  have  been  cleared  off;  if  it  is  not  required  for 
feed  it  will  improve  the  soil  eifual  to  manure  w’lien  turned 
under. 

For  the  Farm — Buckwheat,  Kye  and  Barley  should  be 
sown  for  fall  and  winter  grazing,  and  afterwards  will  make 
a croi)  of  grain. 

C f „,«L, Our  Pall  Catalogue,  issued  .about  August 

kjcpLcOlDcF  gives  full  information  about  all  seeds 

for  fall  sowing;  mailed  free  u|ion  -request.  Sow  Lettuce,  put 
out  Union  sets,  so\v  Winter  Kadishes,  Spimndi,  Turnips, 
Mustard,  Corn  Salad  and  Kale.  Dutcli  Bullis,  Hym-inths, 
Tulips,  etc.,  can  be  planted  toward  the  end  of  the  month. 
Sow  Evergreen  Lawn  Grass;  nothing  adds  imu-e  to  the  at- 
tractiveness and  beauty  of  a home  than  a nicel.v  kept  green 
lawn. 

For  the  Farm — Sow  Crimson  Clover  this  month.  AVinter 
Oats  well  do  well  sown  this  month,  as  the.v  will  get  well 
rooted  before  winter.  Sow  all  kinds  of  Grass  and  Clover 
seeds  and  Winter  and  Sand  Vetch.  Continue  to  grow  Barle.v 
and  Kye,  as  they  are  useful  for  winter  grazing  as  well  as  for 
grain. 

_ L „„  Put  out  Oniou  Sets.  Sow  Tnruiiis  for  salad. 
Kale,  Mustard,  Spimndi  and  Lettuce.  Sow  Lawn 
Grass  seed.  Fall  seeding  does  better  than,  spring  seeding. 
Plant  Hyacinths,  Tuliiis,  etc.  Sow  I’ansy  seed  in  cold  frames 
for  spring  plants. 

For  the  Farm — All  kinds  of  grass  and  Clover  seeds  can 
be  sown  this  month,  but  the  earlier  Clover  seed  is  put  in 
the  better.  Sow  Wheat,  Uats,  Kye,  Barley,  Vetches. 

I^-ieffhco  and  early  varieties  of  Cabbage 

vciliuci  jii  ^.ohl  frames,  leaving  the  glass  off  at  the 
time  to  liardeu  them.  Set  ont  Cabbage  and  Lettuce  plants. 
Lawn  Grass  seed  can  yet  be  sown,  but  the  earlier  it  is  put 
in  the  better.  All  kinds  of  Flowering  Bulbs  set  out  iu  the 
fall  can  be  put  in  this  month. 

For  the  Farm — Wlieat,  Kye,  Barley,  Timothy  and  Red 
Top  seed  can  yet  tie  sown,  but  the  earlier  they ' are  (lut  in 
the  better. 


TABLE  SHOWING  QUANTITIES  OF  SEED  USUALLY  SOWN  PER  ACRE 

Weight 
per  bushel 

Alfalfa  CO  llis. 

Barle.v,  broadcast  4.S  lbs. 

Bean,  Dwarf,  in  drills  CO  lbs. 

Bean,  Pole  in  hills- CO  lbs. 

Beet,  Table,  in  drills  

Beet,  .Mangel  Wnrzel  

Broom  Corn,  in  hills  4C  lbs. 

Buckwheat  4,s  ||,s. 

Cabbage,  in  beds,  to  IransplanI 

Carrots,  in  drills  

< 'orn.  in  hills  l for  grain  i . . 

Corn,  in  hills  (for  fodder)  . 

Clover,  .-\lsike  


Quantity 
to  sow  1 aci'e 
LS  to  L’fl  lbs. 

•J  tofl  bn. 
ly.  bn. 

10  to  12  fits. 

C lbs. 

C lbs. 

8 to  10  qts. 

1 bn. 


. .aC  lbs. 

. .aC  lbs. 

CO  lbs. 

Clover,  Ked  CO  lbs. 

Clover,  While  CO  lbs. 

Cucumber,  in  hills  

Flax,  bro.adcasi  .aC  llis. 

Grass,  Kentucky  Blue  It  llis. 

Grass,  Urcliaial  It  lbs. 

Grass.  English  K.i'e  lbs. 

Grass,  lied  To|i  It  -lbs. 

Grass,  Timothy  4d  lbs. 

Grass,  laiwn  14  lbs. 


Kafir  Coni,  in  di-ills 
Kafir  Coin,  broadcast  . 
Melon.  Musk,  in  bills.. 
.Melon,  Water,  in  bills 


.'lO  lbs, 
.'lO  lbs, 
lbs. 
lbs. 


::  to  4 lbs. 

4 to  C (|ts. 

,8  to  10  (|ls. 
4 to  C Ills. 

8 to  10  lbs. 
2 to  4 lbs, 

4 to  C lbs, 

1 y.  bn. 
bn. 

:’>  bn. 

;;  bn. 

0 lot. 

8 to  10  lbs. 
4 bn. 

10  lbs. 

1 bn, 

2 to  ;i  lbs. 

4 to  r,  lbs. 


Millet,  German  

Millet,  Hog  

Millet,  Hungarian'... 

Uats  

Union  Seed,  in  diills 
Union  Sets,  in  drills. . 
Union  Seed,  for  sets, 
I’arsnips,  in  drills  .. 


Pea,  Uounil  in  diills  ... 

Potatoes  

Potato,  i-nt  Tiibei's  

Pnni|iUins.  in  bills 

Itadish.  in  didlls 

Rape,  Dwarf  Essex 

Kye  

Salsify,  in  didlls 

Sorghtim,  or  Sngai-  Cane 
Spitiaidi.  in  d idlls 


'I'omatc 

Tuiaiip 

Tnniip 

Vetch 

Wheat 


to  ti'ansplant 
broadcast, 


V 

bt 

Quantity 

per 

imsliel 

to 

sow  1 aci 

."0 

lbs. 

1 

to  1 V'>  lin. 

lbs. 

1 

to  lyi  bn. 

48 

lbs. 

t 

to  ly^  bn. 

;t2 

lbs. 

2 

to  4 bit. 

;> 

to  n lbs. 

o2 

lbs. 

c 

to  12  bn. 

s . . 

no 

lbs. 

•f 

to  C lbs. 

it.. 

CO 

lbs. 

iy> 

to  ::  bn. 

ills 

oC 

lbs. 

1 !i- 

bii. 

(10 

lbs. 

l‘/a 

bn. 

(iU 

lbs. 

H 

bn. 

00 

lbs. 

8 

bn. 

lbs. 

8 

to  10  lbs. 

to  8 lbs. 

lbs. 

to  2 bn. 

8 

to  10  lbs. 

r.o 

lbs. 

2 

])U. 

in 

lbs. 

ills 

4 

lbs. 

ills 

lbs. 

lb. 

•J 

to  ;’.  lbs. 

idll 

1 V. 

lbs. 

::o 

to  40  lbs. 

CO 

lbs. 

1 1.:, 

to  2 lill. 
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Everybody  Loves  Flowers 


FlowPi's  nre  iiiexpensivp,  ami  if  yon  select  the  riglit  kind  they  arp  as  easy  to  grow  ns 
weeds,  lint  everybody  is  nol  fnmiiiai'  witii  I lie  kind  of  flower  seeds  to  buy  and  the 
quantity  to  liny  to  make  the  (inickest  and  nmst  satisfactoi-y  siiowing.  We  are,  however,  ideased  lo  offer  a very  choice  list  of 
the  most  popnlar  ami  easily  grown  flower  seeds.  They  are  aii  strieti.v  fresh,  new  crop  grown,  and  of  the  very  best  obtainable. 
We  mnch  regret  tliat  sjiai-e  will  not  admit  of  a complete  illustration  of  all  of  them.  We  might  add  tliat  we  could  have  listed 
and  illnstrated  a tlmnsitml  otliei’  additional  varieties,  bnt  it  would  have  only  bewildered  and  confused  yon,  and  we  have  ulti- 
mately selected  tlie  well  known  and  most  jiopnlar  varieties — varieties  tried  and  tested  and  known  to  be  first-class  and  of  the  liardi- 
est  and  most  lieaiitiful,  and  of  nnlimited  colors. 

As  a mattpi’  of  fact  it  don't  take  mncli  of  an  investment  in  flower  seeds  to  produce  a very  satisfactory  flower  garden  which 
will  give  you  liloom  throughout  tlie  entire  season, 

Bnt  you  owe  it  to  your  (diildren  as  well  as  yourself,  to  have  a nice  flower  garden,  Tliey  like  flowers  and  turn  instinctively 
to  these  pets  of  motlier  eartli,  Tliey  appeal  to  the  finer  sensiliilities.  Nature  teaches  the  little  ones  many  noble  lessons  through 
Ihe  flower  garden.  Give  them  a patcli  by  the  house  ami  wateli  the  ,ioy  of  their  young  faces  as  the  first  leaves  come  through  and 
the  exclamation  of  liapjiy  glee  as  one  bloom  after  another  appears.  Don't  deny  your  little  ones  lliese  happy  dny,s  in  their  young 
lives. 

The  question  of  cost  is  scarcely  a consideration  wlien  a wliole  family  can  en.ioy  the  lieauty  of  a perfectly  lovely  flower  gar- 
den for  only  a dollar  or  two. 

fUant  RrarirflirnT  flowers  there  is  none  more  popular  and  generally  satis- 

S VilaHl  ordlltlling  y^SierS  factory  than  the  aster.  For  late  summer  and  fall  display  it  lias  no  equal  for 
its  double  flowers,  its  numerous  forms  and  free  blooming.  The  newer  varieties  are  of  great  beauty. 

R1an<^*c  Favlir  Iiind  Fecldedly  the  earliest  flowering  Aster,  being  a week  to  two  weeks  earlier  than  Queen  of  the 

Diana  S Dariy  dUnC  .Market.  Flowers  of  good  size,  pure  white  and  continuous  bloomers.  The  stems  are  long.  Pkt.,  10c. 


L 


i ' 

■i 


( 

j( 


Queen  of  the  Market 

Another  very  early  sort,  of  erect  habit; 
HiXpress  ivlixcu  i, ranching  white  rose  and  blue  mixed. 

Pkt.,  15c. 

trul.y  royal  flower,  not  only  in  sturdy 
Ixaydl  IT  urpic  character  of  the  plant,  but  also  in  the  great  size  and 
substance  of  the  Idoom.  ami  the  im[ierial  richness  of  color  in  Ihe  flower.  Of 
brandling  type.  Pkt.,  10c. 

(No.  2.1 — A type  of  lir.ancliing  aster,  producing  im- 
mense large  flowers  of  sliining  crimson  sliade,  on  strong, 
tiprighl  stems.  Unexcelled  as  a slmw  flower  eitlier  in  iieds  or  as  cut  flowers. 
Pkt.,  10c. 


Crimson  King 


heautifnl  and  distinct  variety  and  the  Iiest  white 
iJliO W tldtl  of  refined  and  faultless  form  and  very  freely  productive.  Fin 
for  jiot  culture. 

Daybreak 


- . . - , _'ine 

Pkt.,  10c. 

(No.  4.1 — Large  flowers,  intensely  double  and  covering  the 
plaitt  in  profusion.  Color  a beautiful  light  sen  shell  pitik. 

Flowers  medium  early  atul  contitiuously. 
Itrancliing.  Pkt.,  10c. 


Crown 


(No.  5.) — Tlie  center  of  each 
flower  wliite,  surrounded  l).v 
a broad  margin  of  color — crimson,  rose, 
violet,  etc.;  flowers  are  large,  freely  itro- 
diiced.  P.cantifiil  and  sliowy.  Jlixed  col- 
ors. Pkt.,  5c. 

Marvp»l  most  cliariuing 

new  variety  from  Germany. 

Flower  large  and  iietals  pure  wliite.  beaii- 
lifull.v  striped  with  a band  of  blue,  red, 

Iiink,  lilac  or  some  other  distinct  color 
down  the  center  of  encli.  ,\  very  iirilliant 
and  slmwy  flower.  Pkt.,  10c. 

Flowers  nre 
and  double,  borne 
111  largi',  stiff  stems.  .Mixed  colors.  Pkt.,  be. 

Sliape  differs  from  all  otliers, 
resemliling  tlie  .Tapanesc 
clirysantliemuni.  Tlie  flowers  are  from  .'1  to  4i/j  inclics 
ill  diameter,  perfectly  double.  We  can  furnish  tills 
variet.v  in  wliite.  crimson,  light  blue  and  mixed 
colors.  Eacli  per  pkt.,  10c. 

I'lNR  .MI.'VEn.  Eniliracing  a great  many  varieties 
and  colors.  Pkt.,  5c. 

Lady  Slippers  or  Touch-Me-Not 

These  are  old  favorites  with  everyone,  owing  to 
their  handsome  double  flowers,  brilliant  colors  and 
stately  growth.  Half-liardy  annuals. 

Double,  very  clioice; 
spotted  and  varic- 
.gated  with  while  mixed.  Pkt.,  5c.  FINE  1MI\EI>. 
Finest  varieties  and  colors,  mixed.  Pkt.,  ."c. 


Semple’s  Branching 


Giant  Comet 


Asters. 


Balsam. 


I'ni.ii  disciimils  on  Idower  Seeds  in  I’aelcels:  .VOe  worth  tor  lOe ; SI. 00  worth  for  T5e; 
S'J.OO  won!,  lor  Sl..'10. 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


Flowers 

Double  Camelia,  Flowered 


These 

Ihinsics 


iro  like  Asters, 
I’blox  tiiid 


Candytuft. 

Iiluom  the  tvhole  suuimer:  also  good  for  tvintor  blooming 
lionsable  fur  l)ouquets.  Hardy  annuals.  I’kl.,  Se. 

I'TNE  MIXED.  13-inch.  I’kt.,  5e. 

ADOXIts.  yearlet  llower ; best  mixture.  Pkt.,  5e, 


I’eas,  one  of  our  specialties,  which  we  sell  to  the  liest  trade  all  over 
the  country,  and  we  know  that  our  seed  will  produce  line,  large, 
double  flowers  in  great  abundance. 

(Snapdragon.)  Gaily  colored  flowers.  Choice 
mixed.  I’kt.,  5e. 

It  is  a beauty,  the  national  flower  of 
Germany,  .and  a great  favorite  in  all 
parts  of  the  old  eouutry.  An  uni(iue  little  plant,  forming  a dense 
mass  of  foliage,  over  which  are  liorne  hundreds  of  lovely  l)lue  lilos- 
soms,  beautifully  fringed  and  serrated.  Hardy  annuals;  two  to 
three  feet  high.  I’kt.,  5e. 

Stately  and\  highly  ornamental  foliage  plants,  growing 
from  five  lo  t('ii  feet  liigh,  and  forming  ;i  most  beautiful 
object  for  the  lawn  or  large  circular  beds.  Mixed,  all  colors.  Pkt.,  5c. 

Valualde  plants  for  large  iieds  or  borders,  anil 
very  useful  where  cut  flowers  are  in  demand ; in 
in  pots;  succeeding  in  any  soil.  ludis- 


Antirrhinum 
Bachelor's  Buttons 


Canna 


Algeratum 


.Calceolaria  jiixed  colors. 

Canterbury  Bells 


Pkt,  10c. 

Very  ornamental  garden  plants  of  easiest  culture;  hardy  biennial,  2% 
feel  high,  producing  large,  bell-shaped  flowers  of  exquisite  colors.  Fine 

mixed.  Pkt.,  5c. 

finest  of  the  Pink  family,  very  fragrant.  Our  seed  is  unsurpassed.  Finest 
mixed,  the  best  greenhouse  variety.  I’kt.,  lUc. 

Cineraria  ’’  single  plant  the  Cineraria  is  a wonder  for  wealth  of  bloom  and  symmetry 

L.XKGE  FEOWEKIXG  MIXED.  Pkt.,  10c. 

Cvnrf»««  beautiful  climber  with  delicate,  dark  green  foliage,  and  an  abundance  of 

pji  caa  vine  In-igiit  star-shaped  scarlet  and  white  blossoms,  which,  in  the  bright  sunshine, 
is  :i  mass  of  beauty.  Mixed  colors.  Pkt.,  5c. 

Dai^v  (Bells  Pereuuis.)  Will  make  young,  strong  plants  to  carry  over  winter,  with  protection, 
x^cxiay  piooms  very  early  in  the  spring. 

ITXE  DOt'BLE  MIXED.  Six-iuch.  Pkt.,  5c. 

New  Giant  Snowball  efiarming  variety  of  this  handsome  little  flower.  Don’t  fail  to  give  little  beauty  a fair 

.kiwTT  ijas.1  trial,  and  it  will  be  sure  to  please  you.  Per  pkt.,  10c. 

Dahlia  ^very  one  knows  and  admires  the  Double  Dahlia,  but  tew  are  aware  that  it  can  be  grown  so  easily  from  seed  and 
^ flowers  tne  first  season.  , i 

DOIBLE  MIXED.  Finest  varieties,  two  to  four  feet.  Pkt.,  5c. 

Fox-Glove  Showy  for  backgrounds  and  borders  and  are  very  beautiful  wheu  planted  among  sbrubs  'I’lirives  in 

' nuy  ordinary  garden  soil.  Fine  mixed  colors.  Pkt.,  5c.  ^ xiiii\es  111 

Dianthus  P"’*'  'IJVl  deservedly  very  popular,  as  few  flowers  can  equal  them  iu  beauty  and 

pioiiisiou  01  pxoom.  Pkt.,  oc. 


Canterbury  Bells. 


Chinese 


Empress 


Coxcomb 


(Double  Cliiuese  Pink.) 
foot.  Pkt..  5c. 

I’ANCY  MIXED.  Pkt.,  5c. 


A splendid  mixture;  one  of  the  finest  varieties; 


(Iberis.)  Among  the  most  useful  of  perfectly  Lardy  annuals.  Will  grow 
iu  any  soil,  requires  no  care,  and  produces  neat  clusters  of  flowers  very 


Candytuft 

freely.  Pkt.,  5c. 

A beautiful  pure  white  variety  of  branching  habit,  producing  Irimscs  of 
flowers.  We  can  recommend  this  for  a fine  bed  of  early  white  flowers  Pkt 
FINE  MIXED.  Including  many  colors.  Pkt.,  5c.  vc  non eis.  i m.,  m . 

Calliopsis  flowers,  rich  velvety  and  orange  colors  iu  choicest  mixture. 


Pkt.,  5c. 

A class  of  very  magnificeut,  attractive 
massive  heads  of  rich  shades  aud  colors, 
in  plots.  Well  adapted  to  our  climate,  as  they 
will  stand  drouth  well. 

FIXE, ST  MIXED.  All  colors ; 2 feet.  Pkt,  5c. 


aud  showy  annuals,  iiroduciiij 
of  great  effect  iu  the  g.ardeu  oi 


MAMMOTH  PERFECTION.  Seed 


Cosmos 

planted  to  open  ground  will  produce  plants  five 
or  six  feet  liigh  by  Septemlier,  aud  from  then  till 
November  will  be  covered  with  biiiidreds  of  blos- 
soms three  inches  across,  resembliug  single  dah- 
lias. All  colors,  mixed.  Pkt.,  5c. 

fdvhpidiJ^  I'hoico  mixture  of  all 

nyoriaus  iviixea  ^-oiors  aud  sorts.  Pkt., 


Carnatiuu. 


Forget-Me-Not 


ii,  ,11  lull  yiui-.v  ; iiioaiiciiig  (louiiie  anil 
ers  of  various  shades;  very  attractive  for  liouquets  aud  v;: 
tiuies  called  J’Paiuted  Daisies.”  Hardy  auiiiials.  Sini 


Well  kiiu\r-ii  garden  favorites.  Flowers  free- 
ly from  seed  the  first  summer.  Blue,  skv- 
hliie,  white,  mixed.  Pkt.,  5c. 

flrniprlQ  (Climbing.)  'rUese  curious  and  interesting  iilaiils  slioiibl 
Viwui  |,g  ujQi.g  ita-geiy  grown.  All  varieties  mixed.  Pkt,  .ic. 

Four  O’Clnrlc  (Marvel  of  Peru.)  Everyoue  knows  this  fa- 
rour  W V.^10CK.  vorlte  annual.  Pkl.,  5c. 

Chpv^rinf’h#^rniim  liandsoine  plaiif.  ndlb  striking  and 

v^nrysaninemum  i„.iiiiMut  iiowers.  bioomiug  tni  uiiedn  the 

iiitiimu,  when  it  is  in  full  glory;  producing  doulilc  and  single  flow- 

I'ases.  Some- 

, . - Single  Annnal, 

mi.xcil.  1 kt.,  oc.  Crimson  and  Double  .-fniiual,  mixed  colors.  I’kt.,  oc. 


for  S'MIll 


MAKE  C 


u ' ‘■•■"(s  worth,  blit  don’t  send  remittanee  for  onlv  10  eeiils;  for  Ijl.OO  send  only  7.5 

north  send  oilp  SI-50. 
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Flowers 


Geranium 


started  early  this  favorite  flower  can  be  iiroduced  from  Uie  seed,  aud  will  flower  the 
first  season.  Finest  mixed.  I’kt.,  5c. 

^11  !•  (Annnal  varieties.)  Very  showy  garden  animals,  1 to  2 feet  high.  Grown  in  masses 

LsallarQia  they  are  siiecially  effective;  large  flowers,  2 to  3 inches  across,  produced  from  early 
summer  until  frost;  unrivaled  for  cutting.  I’Ut.,  5c. 

U 1"  f r»T%  well-known,  jirofuse  flowering  and  deliciously  fragrant  plant  that  everyone  loves. 

riCllOtrOpe  Splemlid  for  bedding  or  pot  culture.  Can  be  easily  raised  from  seed,  but  should  be 
started  early  in  the  house.  Half  hardy  perennial. 

FINE  MIXED.  Choicest  varieties  mixed;  18-iuch.  1‘kt.,  oc. 

Q . (Finest  Mixed.)  Hardy  plants  aliout  one  foot  high,  of  extreme  richness  and 

•JWCCI  W 11113.111  variety  of  color,  and  also  deliciousl.v  sweet-scented.  Uur  mixture  is  of  the 
large  flowered  strain  and  contains  many  bright  aud  beautiful  colors  and  markings.  Pkt.,  5c. 

Some  varieties  of  this  well  known  plant  are  very  ornamental,  aud  are  effective  in 
OUnnOWCr  pmiier  situations  in  shrubbery  borders  or  as  screens.  I’kt.,  5c. 

All  our  .seeds  of  this  be.antiful  plant  have  been  saved  from  tbe  finest  and  largest 
doul)le  flowers  only,  and  will  proilni-e  flowers  extremely  doulile  aud  in  the  best, 
brightest  and  most  charming  colors.  Sow  early.  Double.  I’kt.,  5c;  single  pkt.,  5c. 

FlibisCUS  g.arden  annuals;  large  saucer-shaped  flowers  of  creamy  yellow,  with  purple  cen- 


Hollyhocks 


ter;  two  feet.  Pkt.,  .5c 

Mior'infl-kiic  ‘^^'ant  summer  flowering  hyacintli  of  robust  growth,  producing 

Fllal^IIllllUo  spikes  three  feet  long,  of  white  bell-sh.aped  flowers,  five  feet,  I’kt., 

Ic6  Plsrit  I’l'htt.v  summer  annual  trailer  for  vases  and  rockwork ; leaves  covered  with  ice-like  drops. 


Earkspur,  New  Double 
Hybrids. 


for  garnishing;  half  foot.  I’kt 

Larkspur 


(DeJpbinitim.)  Plants  of  great  beauty,  richness  and  endless  v.ariety  of 
colors,  with  great  duration  and  profusion  of  bloom. 

DOUBLE  FINE  MIXED.  Many  varieties  aud  colors.  Pkt.,  5c. 

I afana  Itapid  growing,  constant  blooming,  tender  perennial  plants  for  pot  culture 

I_,3L3na  j„  ^I|,.  winter  or  garden  decorations  in  the  summer;  clusters  of  flowers, 
orange,  white,  pink,  etc.;  two  to  three  feet.  Mixed  colors.  I’kt.,  5c. 

(Tagetes.)  A free-flowering  plant  of  easy  culture,  with  double  flowers 
of  rich  and  l)eautiful  colors,  producing  a s[)leudid  effect,  whether  planted 
in  lieds  or  borders,  aud  continuing  in  beauty  until  destroyed  by  frost.  Half-hardy  an- 
nuals. Pkt.,  5c. 

.VFHIC.AN  3IIXED.  Pest  double  colors;  two  feet.  Pkt.,  5c. 

DOl'BLE  FRENCH  JIIXED.  Yellow,  brown  and  crimson,  beautifully  striped;  one 
foot.  I’kt.,  5c. 

(Reseda  Odoratp.)  Tbis  fragrant  little  plant  is  probably  the  most 
Iiopular  annual  grown.  It  the  plants  are  thinned  out  the.v  will  grow 
stronger  and  produce  larger  spikes  of  flowers.  I’kt.,  5c. 

SWEET  SI'-ENTED  (Odorato.)  The  old  variety,  very  fragrant;  one  foot.  I’kt.,  5c. 

MIGNONETTE,  MIXED.  Many  varieties.  Pkt.,  5c. 


Marigold 


Mignonette 


Morning  Glories 


(Fine  Mixed.)  A mixture  cf  the  old  varieties.  Pkt.,  5c. 


I . Indispensable  flowering  plants  for 

r eiUniaS  tlowering  continuously.  They  flower 
Height  about  one  foot. 

, 'SINGLE,  FINE  .MIXED.  I’kt.,  5c. 

.VLB.I.  Pkt.,  5c. 

FINE  MIXED.  Pkt.,  5c. 

DRU.M.MONDI.  Pkt,  5c. 


loth  garden  and  pot  lUilture, 
n a few  weeks’  time  from  seed. 


Portulaca 


PORTI’L.AC.U.  In  brilliancy 
and  beauty  of  colors  Portu- 
lacas  are  unrivaled.  They  delight  in  sunny 
situations  and  light  soils,  where  they  rapidly 
carpet  the  ground. 

ITNESr  SINGLE  .MIXED.  Pkt.,  5c. 

DOUBLE  ROSE,  I LOIVERED  MI.XED. 
Pkt.,  5c. 


(PaMor  Oil  Bean.)  Ornamental 
xlCinUS  plant  of  stately  growth  and  pic- 
iires(|uc  foliage,  with  brilliant  colored  fruit, 
roducing  a sub-tropical  effect;  fine  for  lawns, 
’kt..  5c. 


i-w  .1  • The  largest  castor  bean 

iLanZlbarenSlS  in  (ailtivatlon.  An  en- 
tirely new  (dass  from  Africa,  with  leaves  often 
measuring  two  feet  across,  some  being  light 
green,  others  bronze  l)rown.  I’kt.,  .5c. 

FINE  iMIXED.  'The  best  ami  (dioicost  varie- 
tk'S  mixed.  I’kt.,  5c. 


MAKE  UI>  VOUB  ORDER  FOR  .■>D  cents  wortli,  l.nt  <lon’t  send  remittance  for  only  10  cents;  for  .fLOO  send  only  75  cents; 
for  S'bOO  wortii  send  only  tjit.50. 


Moon  Flower 
Nasturtium 


(Finest  Mixed.)  Pkt.,  5c. 

(Dwarf.)  One  of  our  showiest  and  most  popular  annuals,  forming 
compact  plants,  making  gorgeous  masses  of  ricb  colored  and 
brilliatit  flowers.  Pkt.,  5c. 

KING  OF  TO.M  THUMBS.  Pkt.,  5c. 

FINEST  .MIXED.  Pkt.,  .5c. 

FINEST  MI.XED  T.ULL  N.ASTUKTIUM.  Pkt,  5c. 


P (Heartense.)  The  pansy  is  the  most  popular  of  all  flowers  grown  from 

I ansy  seeil.  it  is  everywhere  popular,  both  for  the  hrilliant  beauty  of  its  flow- 


ers and  the  long  continuation  of  hloom. 

FAUST  OK  KING  OF'  TlIFl  BL.Xf'K. 
IVHITF)  OR  SNOW  tlUFIEN.  Pkt.,  5c. 
FINE  .MI.XED.  I’kt.,  5c. 


Ratekin’s  Double  Hollyhocks. 


Greatly  prized  for  their 
W allllOWCr  exquisite  fragrance.  'I'hey 
grow  in  long,  brilliant  colored  spikes  of  flow- 
ers. There  are  many  varieties.  Plants  re- 
moved to  pots  in  autumn  will  produce  an 
.abundance  of  delightfully  fragrant  flowers. 

DOUBLE  V.ARIETIES  MI.XED.  Pkt.,  lOc. 


PhcOX 
P^UMMOriQI 

Double  Portulaca. 
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Flowers 

SALPIGLOSSIS 


I Oue  or  the  most  Ijcniilifiii  o£  tloweriug  amuials,  tormiiig  stroiijr,  loisliy  iilaiits  about  eighteen  inclics  liigli,  bearing  tUrongboul 
1 1 je  season  large  flowers  tliree  to  four  im-Ues  aeross,  of  many  lieantifnl  colors,  Soinetiiues  called  I’ainfed  Tnl)e  Tongue. 

Mucb  larger  than  the  connuon  Salpiglossis.  The  surface  is  soft  and  velvety  and  wealth  of  colui' 
marvelous.  The  colors  range  from  pure  white  to  dark  yellow,  dark  red  and  purplish  l>lack,  including 
i ght  and  dark  blue,  velvety  plum  color,  maroon,  crimson,  dark  l)rowii,  golden  and  lemon  yellow,  white,  dark  puri)le,  black,  l)i-il. 
I ant  scarlet,  with  all  the  shades  between  beautifully  veined  and  mottled.  Ulooms  all  .summer  and  till  frost.  l*kt.,  oc;  ti  pkts.,  10c. 


J'lew  Variveined 


SALVIA 


t I 1 One  of  the  most  lirilliant  of  flowers.  It  Ihrives  in  any  liglit,  rich  soil;  often  called  flowering  sage  Free 

)pienaens  hioomers.  BrilUaut  scarlet.  Is  very  flue.  _ one  of  tlie  niost  siitisfactory  of  all  bedding  plants.  I'kt.,  10c. 

\irs.  C.  N.  Page 


Dwarf,  free  blooming  sort.  Much  earlier  than  Splendeus;  ))rigliter  color.  Nothing  makes  such  .a 
as  a bed  of  Salvia;  is  specially  fine  for  bordering  canua  beds.  Offered  in  seed  for 


brilliant  show 


ii'st  time.  Pkt.,  10c. 


STOCKS 


Sometimes  called  Oillillowers.  These  popular  flowers  are  easily  grown,  and  are  so  highly  fragrant  and  of  such  great  beauly 
Old  have  so  many  good  iiiialities  that  they  deserve  a place  in  every  garden.  They  should  be  given  good,  rich  soil  to  grow  in  ami 
vill  reward  good  treatment  with  remarkable  pyramids  of  bloom. 


(I’rincess  Alice  or  Out  and  Come 
reTpetUal  W nite  „.ni  |,UH.m  from  May  to  Novembe 
letter  they  like  it.  Deliciously  fragrant.  l‘kt,,  .jc. 


Again.)  Strong 
r.  Flowers  very 


growth,  of  fine  branching  liabit,  and  if  sown  early 
large  and  jinre  white;  the  more  they  are  cut  I lie 


Perpetual  Mixed 


A mi.\ture  of  colors  of  the  continuous 
seed;  choicest  strains.  I’kt.,  5c. 


blooming 


types  of 


perpetual 


stocks. 


Sidendid  selection  of 


Most  popular  flower  with  our 
German  customers.  Dor  mi.v- 


UlU  1 IN" 

large. 


Large  Flowering  Dwarf  German 

ture  contains  a great  variety  of  colors.  Pkt.,  5c. 

Choice  New  Spencer  Sweet  Peas 

heaiitifully  waved  and  fluted  on  the  standards,  with  well  waved  win 

the  EAKGE.ST  AND  BEST  L.VVENDEB 

1 ne  IVlarjorie  KateKin  sx’enceb  .sweet  tea  vet  in- 

. TKODIJCED.  The  flowers  are  truly  magnificent  and  of  immense  size. 

The  standard  is  unusually  large  .and  bohl,  pronouncedly  waved,  yet 
standing  erect  and  broad,  freiiuentl.v  measuring  two  Inches  across. 

The  color  is  a soft,  clear,  rich  lavender,  which  is  enlivened  by  a very 
fair  sheen  of  rose  pink. 

The  large,  well-spread  wings  .ire  of  the  same  coloring,  frilled  and 
well  waved.  It  is  practically  a self  color  and  branches  beautifully, 
attracting  universal  admiration.  The  plant  is  extremely  robust  in 
. growth,  flowering  most  profusely.  The  stout  stems  measure  T-  to  14 
inches  in  length,  and  a large  proportion  bear  four  well  placed  flowers. 

I’kt.,  10c ; 2 pkts.  for  l.jc,  postpaid. 

■\rri.E  BLOSSO.M  SPENCER.  Rose  and  bush-pink,  beautifully 
waved.  I’kt.,  lUc ; oz.,  20c ; 14  lb.,  00c. 

BE.VCK  KNIGHT  SPENCER.  Rich,  deep  maroon,  very  large, 

I’kt.,  lOe;  oz.,  25c;  i/4  lb.,  75c. 

COUNTESS  SPENCER.  A lovely  clear  pink,  shading  deeper  at 
the  edges,  the  original  of  this  type.  I’kt.,  5c. 

EEORENCE  MORSE  SPENCER.  Delicate  blush,  with  pink  margi 
beautiful  flower  of  very  large  size.  Pkt..  5c. 

HEEEN  EEWIS  (Orange  Countess).  lirilliant  crimson-orange,  wings  orange- 
rose.  I’kt.,  5c. 

KING  EDW.XRD  SPENCER.  Rright  crimson-scarlet,  yiagnifieent  in  size  and 
color.  Pkt.,  10c;  oz.,  20c;  % lb.,  T5c. 

IMRS.  ROUTZ.-VHN  SPENCER.  Soft  chamois  pink,  a beautiful  shade,  and  charm- 
ing as  a cut  flower.  Pkt.,  10c;  oz.,  2Uc;  14  lb.,  75c. 

1’RI.MROSE  spencer.  The  largest  and  finest  primrose-yellow.  Pkt.,  5c. 

AVHITE  SPENCER.  A pure,  -wavy 
white  of  enormous  size  and  splendid 
substance;  long,  strong  stems.  Pkt., 

10c. 

BEANCHE  FERRY.  Pkt.,  5c  ; OZ., 

15c;  lb.,  10c. 

BEANCHE  BURPEE.  Pkt..  5c; 
lb..  10c. 


a charmingly 


. 15c; 


ECKFORI)  MIX'rURE.  By  mail,  postpaid: 
I’er  111.,  .50c:  % lb.,  OOc;  14  lb..  1.5c;  oz.,  10c; 
pkt.,  large  size,  5c. 

COUNTESS  OF  RADNOR.  Pkt,  5c;  oz.,  10c; 
Vi  lb.,  2.5c. 

CUPID.  Pkt,  .5c*  oz.,  10c;  % H'-,  25c. 
B.XRGAIN  MIXTURES  OF  SAVEET  PEAS. 
Lb.,  ;;0c;  14  lb.,  loc;  pkt.,  ,5c. 


The  Marjorie  Rutekin. 


EMIEV  HENDERSON.  Pkt.,  5c ; oz.,  10c;  14  lb.,  20c. 

E. MIEV  ECKFORD.  I’kt.,  ,5c;  oz.,  lOc;  J/i  ll>.,  20c. 
EXTRA  EAREV  BE.VNCHE  FERRY.  I’kt.,  5c; 

oz.,  10c;  Vt  lb.,  20c. 

AIAID  OF  HONOR.  I’kt,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vi  lb.,  t5c;  lb., 
4<.)c. 

AATEHEL.MIN.A.  Pkt,  ,5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vi  Ib.,  15c;  lb.,  1.5c. 
EADV  PENZ.VNCE.  I’kt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vi  lb.,  20c;  lb., 
10c. 

NEAA’  DAVARF  OR  BONFIRE  (Earge  Flowering 
Scarlet  Sage).  I’kt..  10c. 

F. ANCY  MIXED.  Pkt.,  5c;  oz.,  10c;  Vi  Ib.,  20c;  lb„  .50c, 
post)iaid. 


AA'hite  Spencer. 


( ASH  DISCOUNT  ON  F'EOAVER  SEEDS  IN  P.\(  KET.S:  50c  AVORTH 
lOK  lOc;  SI.OO  AVORTH  FOR  7.5c;  S‘-’,00  AVORTH  FOR  .‘(iI.,-0. 


102 


RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


NURSERY  pEPARTMEN*^ 

Hardy,  Iron-clad  Productive  Fruits,  Ornamental  Trees 
Shrubs,  Climbing  Vines,  Roses,  Etc. 


To  Our  Patrons 

iiig  our  way  of  doing  business,  aud  the  trees  we  send  out.  We  wish  also  to  tUaiiU  our  frieuds  for  their  hearty  co-operation  iu  hel 

be  fruit  growers  names  iu  their  section  aud  the  way  they  praise 


It  is  with  a sense  of  pride  that  we  look  back  upon  our  last  year’s  achievements  and  wish  to  cxte 
our  hearty  thanks  to  our  friends  aud  customers  for  the  hundreds  of  letters  we  have  received  commeii 


iug  us  to  get  orders  by  sending  us  lists  of  farmers  aud  the 
recommended  our  Trees  to  their  friends. 


Last  year  was  Ihe  greate.st  of  all  in  the  history  of  our  nursery  business.  We  had  over  a million  FRUIT  TREES  alone 
dispose  of,  three  times  the  amount  we  sold  the  year  before,  but  stocks  were  broken  aud  we  were  sold  out  on  numerous  varieti 
before  spring  aud  we  were  <'ompelled  to  return  several  hundred  orders  on  account  of  being  unable  to  till  them  complete.  V k 
lay  this  wonderful  achievement  of  success  to  the  hearty  co-operation  we  received  from  our  customers.  Meantime  tree  ageii 
worked  against  us,  who  tried  every  means  in  their  power  to  retard  our  trade.  They  tell  that  our  trees  are  no  good ; that  b 
cause  they  are  so  much  cheaper  than  he  can  sell;  that  they  are  not  budded  or  grafted  right;  he  will  also  insist  that  his  varieti 
are  the  only  ones  that  will  grow  and  succeed  in  your  climate.  He  is  naturally  working  and  fighting  hard  to  make  a sale,  , 
he  is  well  aware  he  cannot  compete  and  furnish  the  same  high-class  stock  at  our  prices.  He  has  hotel,  livery  aud  railroad  fa 
bills  to  pay  in  order  to  see  hiS  customers  personally,  and  then  on  top  of  this  must  make  a profit,  a profit  off  of  you.  All  tli 
comes  mighty  high  and  must  be  added  to  his  prices,  while  we  send  our  catalogue  at  a total  cost,  including  postage,  at  abo 
10  cents  each.  This  accounts  for  my  low  prices  on  first  class  stock.  Meantime,  did  you  ever  stop  to  think,  some  of  these  fellou 
claiming  to  represent  reputable  nursery,  after  getting  a Uunch  of  orders  when  time  comes  for  deliv'ery,  the.v  go  to  some  old  nurseil 
who  are  closing  out  the  remnants  of  their  stock,  aud  from  this  stock  purchases  and  fill  your  orders.  ,i 


Or«l\r  Our  catalogue  is  our  oiil.v  salesman.  It  is  always  with  you.  It  is  clear  aud  logical.  It  tells  you  aboi 

goods  better  than  agents  and  tree  peddlers  could  if  they  were  to  spend  a half  day  with  you. 
i-osts  us  only  one-fiftieth  [)art  as  much  as  his  time,  travel  and  expense  to  see  you.  When  he  is  gone  you  do  not  know  fro 
whence  he  came  or  whither  he  goeth,  but  we  will  always  be  found  at  our  “old  stand”  and  you  can  reach  us  at  any  time 
I lie  expense  of  a two-cent  stamp.  We  can,  and  do,  save  you  from  all  confusion  aud  also  save  you  money  aud  give  you  the  be; 
clean,  healthy,  thrifty  stock  that  can  be  grown  anywhere.  ' 


SHENANDOAH  is  Situated  in  the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  Iowa.  The  garden  spot  of  the  West.  This  locality  is  oi  i 
of  the  most  fertile  regions  iu  the  United  States,  aud  there  is  more  nursery  stock  grown  within  five  miles  of  the  city  limits  u 
Shenandoah,  than  iu  all  the  balance  of  the  state  combined,  also  more  nursery  stock  than  is  grown  iu  the  entire  state  of  Illinois. 


Terms  and  General  Information  About  Ordering 

TERMS. — Invariably  cash  with  order.  We  do  not  send  goods  of  any  kind  t>.  1>.  In  this  way  wo  have  no  losses  nor  ba  : 
debts  aud  can  thus  give  our  customers  the  benefit  of  lowest  net  cash  prices.  If  desired  we  will  book  orders  when  one-fourt  i 
Ihe  amount  accompanies  the  order,  the  balance  when  ordered  to  be  shipped.  Five  fier  cent,  discount  when  all  cash  accompanie 
order  for  .'pS.OO  aud  over,  aud  ten  per  cent,  on  orders  of  tjtl’O.OO  and  over. 

WRITE  YOUR  N.V.ME  .^.ND  .VUURES.S  FL.MNEY:  give  your  full  name.  Post  Otiice,  I'ounly  and  State;  Street  No..  Box  o 

Kural  Route  as  may  be  necessary.  Always  give  shipping  point;  if  different  from  your  Post  office  address.  St.ate  plainly  ho\J 

much  money  you  enclose  and  In  what  form,  whether  Post  Oflice  or  Express  Order,  or  Bank  Draft,  or  Personal  Check. 

OUR  R.VIERO.\D  F.YC'IUTIES  are  good.  We  are  located  on  the  B.  A Q.,  Ihe  Omaha  A SI.  Louis  line  of  the  Wabasi 
Railway,  aud  the  Keokuk  A Western,  Shenandoah  l)eiug  the  terminus  of  the  latter,  so  that  <iuick  shipments  can  be  made  an;| 
place  in  the  United  States.  We  also  have  two  ex]iress  companies  (Adams  and  tVells  Fargo  Co.l  giving  excellent  service  and  coni' 
petition,  aud  connecting  with  all  trunk  lines  and  express  companies  at  Omaha,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Chicago  aud  Minneapolis 

P.Yf'KINO  AND  DELIVERY. — We  box.  pack  and  deliver  everything  iu  the  very  best  possible  order  to  the  railroad  depo 
or  express  office  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  FREE, — liear  cost  of  boxes,  bales,  moss,  fiber,  etc. — all  expensive,  but  good  careful  packiuj '■ 

pays — pa.vs  our  customers  aud  pa.vs  us.  We  pa[)cr  line  all  boxes  at  all  seasons  of  Ibe  year,  which  is  another  expense,  but  it  is 

safeguard  against  both  drying  and  freezing,  | 

M’E  REI’L.VCE  -VNY  TREES  WHKTl  E.ML  TO  LIVE,  at  one-half  the  current  “Each”  price,  provided  trees  have  beeii 
properly  planted  aud  cared  for.  ( 

WE  GUARANTEE  .SAFE  .VRRIVAL.  -Any  order  lost  iu  transit  we  refill  free. 

IVE  GU.YR.YNTEE  TREE.S  TRI  E TO  N.YME.  and  use  Ibe  Utmost  care  to  avoid  mistakes,  but  should  any  prove  untrue  t' 
label  we  will,  upon  firoper  iiroof  replace  trees  tree:  but  are  liable  no  further.  <Jur  liberal  treatment  of  customers  during  thi 
jiast  uuarter  of  a century  is  our  chief  and  best  guarantee  for  the  future. 

THE  PRII'ES  .arc  for  the  (lu.-iulities  named,  but  six.  fifty  ami  five  hundred  will  be  supplied  at  ten  and  twelve,  hundred  am,  1 

Ibousaud  rates,  respectively,  i.  o.,  live  and  six  at  half  Ibe  prii'c  of  twelve;  fifty  at  half  price  of  oue  hundred,  aud  so  on. 


.ILL  Ol  R SHIF.MENTS  OF'  TREES  will  bo  accomiKi n ied  b,\’  Certificate  of  Inspection  of  the  .Stale  or  Government  Entoniol-; 
ogists.  Good  stock,  true  to  name,  sold  direct  to  the  plauter  at  reasonable  prices  is  our  aim. 

F'OR  F'RFMGHT.  EXPRESS  .VND  P.YRCEL  POST  R.VTES  see  pages  No.  1 aud  No.  2 of  this  catalogue.  Owing  to  receiil, 

reductions  of  express  rates,  sbipmoiits  of  50  lbs.  or  less  go  nearly  as  cheap  by  express  as  by  freight,  aud  iu  some  instaiiceS| 

cheaper,  thus  reaching  destination  about  as  quick  as  a letter  liy  mail.  We  therefore  urge  our  customers  to  order  small  ship-| 

ments  by  express,  iu  order  to  reach  you  iiuickly  from  our  [lackiug  and  shipping  departments.  | 

BY  PARCEL  POST. — To  those  located  a distance  from  an  express  offii.'e  would  say.  we  can  now  send  50  1I)S  iu  oue  package 
anywhere  iuside  of  1st  aud  second  ones,  .aud  twenty  pounds  auywhere  iu  the  Uuited  .States  iu  zones  beyond,  aud  where  you' 
have  Rural  Deliver.v  Ibe  goods  will  be  delivered  at  ,vour  door,  otherwise  at  your  nearest  Post  Office.  See  parcel  post  rates  and 
always  send  euougfi  more  money  to  prepay  post.il  rates,  as  Uncle  Sam  does  not  ilo  a credit  business.  However,  freight  aud  ex-| 
press  charges  are  itlentically  the  same  whether  prepaid  or  paid  at  your  end  of  llie  route.  i 


BE  UREE  TO  M RITE  US  for  any  iuformatioii  not  found  iu  this  catalog  on  a seperate  slieel  of  |)aiier  from  your  order.  :is 

,\  our  letter  goes  to  the  oflice  aud  your  order  to  Hie  mail  order  department.  Always  be  free  to  write,  we  like  lo  bear  from  our  | 

friends  aud  customers.  ; 

Very  Respectfully,  1 

RATEKIN  NURSERY  (OHPANV.  | 

SlieiiaiKloah.  Iowa. 


Write  for  our  large,  complete,  illustrated  Nursery  Catalog,  It’s  Free  for  the  asking. 
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Apples 


THK  FIRST  FRUIT,  botli  in  importaiue  .and  general  enltnre,  Is 
k,  I tie  apple.  Its  period,  unlike  that  of  otlier  fruits,  extends  nearly  through 
5J  he  year.  By  planting  Judicious  selections  of  summer,  autumn'  and 
I ' Vinter  sorts  A UOXST.UNT  Sl’CUESSION  can  he  easily  obtained. 

THKRK  SEK.MS  TO  UF,  NO  LI.MIT  TO  THK  I'ROFITABKK  PRO- 
DUCTION OF  THK  Al'l’KK.  Take  any  particular  year  and  you  cannot 
lame  another  crop  so  reliable  and  so  iirolitable  as  a well-cared-for  apph' 
irchard.  There  is  no  reason  to  look  for  any  change  in  this.  lOveu 
: i\-ith  farm  jiroducts  low  and  in  tittle  demand  there  has  been  no  year 
■ \vhen  Ihere  was  not  a good  market  for  choice  apples  at  paying  prices, 

■ THKRK  IS  NO  FAR.H  CROP  WHK  H.  ON  THK  AVKRAGK.  HTKK 

I PRODUCK  ONE-FOURTH  .US  .MUCH  INCOME  PER  ACRE  .US  WIKI, 

) \ GOOD  APPKE  ORCHARD.  ,\s  it  takes  from  three  lo  five  years  for 
I an  orchard  to  come  into  bearing  some  peopie  liesitate  to  plant,  regarding 
■f  the  time  and  expense. 

t Numerous  examples  of  ajiide  culture  point  the  way  to  success.  We 

!■  may  plant  largely  with  every  assurance  of  success  if  our  plantations  are 
I [properly  <-ared  for. 

W'e  offer  the  following  varieties  which  are  the  best  in  ctiltivatiou, 
at  this  time: 

I In  the  limited  space,  in  this  Seed  Catalogue,  allotted  to  our  Nnrs- 

t pry  lutsiness,  wliich  goes  everywhere,  we  ppre  making  a special  selection 
II  of’ hardy,  high  grade,  field  grown  stock  and  varieties  adapted  to  climatic 
i conditio’ns  of  almost  any  latitude  where  apides  and  other  similar  fruits 
f can  be  successfully  grown  and  that  is  about  everywhere  in  the  United 
I States. 

The  ilemand  for  this  class  of  stock  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  the  su|)|ply  barely  l;ee[)s  equal  to  tlie  deumml : taking  ad- 
j vantage  of  this  condition  the  roads  are  lined  with  itinerant  salesmen  and  tree  agents  who  are  simply  working  for  their  commis- 
*p  slou  and  are  selling  trees  over  the  country  that  will  never  be  satisfactory  to  the  [planter. 

The  best  way  to  safeguard  agaiipst  this  is  to  buy  your  fruit  trees  direct  from  the  GROW’ER  or  from  some  well  known, 
I long  established  firm  wiiose  standing  is  above  ijnestion.  Otherwise  the  inexperienced  buyers  or  planters  run  the  risk  of  planting 
t and  curing  for  slock  several  years  only  to  find  it  worthless  at  n time  when  they  should  be  getting  the  best  returns  from  it.  (For 
i I full  detail  price  list  and  lliustrations  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  vines,  shrubbery,  etc.,  write  for  our  Nursery  Catalogue. 
I It’s  free  for  the  asking. 

In  the  selections  we  liave  made,  you  will  find  our  descri[)tions  true  and  as  near  right  as  [possible. 

All  our  trees  have  good  caliper  and  are  of  the  sizes  given.  None  of  the  apples  we  offer  are  over  two  years  old  from  bml 
or  graft,  are  thrifty  and  well  rooted. 

W'e  make  the  following  low  prices  on  Apple  trees  except  where  otherwise  noted. 

By  Freight  or  Express  at  expense  of  purchaser 


Per  10 
tjt0..'0 
.o.'p 
l.TU 
L'.ISO 


Per  100 
!{;  fp.tMi 

o.oo 

bo.OO 

20.00 


Per  1000 
If  TpO.OO 
,80.00 

140.00 

1.80.00 


Paid  Parcel  Post. 


Per  1 
$0.10 
.14 


Per  10 
$0.7;"p 
1 ..T'p 


Per  1 

2-3  ft.  one  year  from  graft ,$0.0.'> 

; 3-4  ft.  two  years  from  graft,  branched 10 

' 4-.'5  ft.  two  years  from  graft,  branched 20 

■ 5-0  ft.  two  years  from  graft,  brancheil 2.5 

; APPLES,  SUMMER  VARIETIES 

, All  early  varieties  bear  well,  but  the  apiples  do  not  keep  long  It  is  thei-efore  not  best  lo  plant  bpo  many  <pf  these  e;uly  trees. 

II  rv  _I Lit  CA  l J „ l — a Russian  apple,  extremely  hardv,  medium  size,  yellow  with  red  stripes.  Rather  acid.  A good 

[IL/UCheSS  or  Ulaenburg  cooking  apple,  very  profitable.  July  to  August. 

■ ^ Early  Hai*v©st  ],’i-uit  medium  size,  greenish  yellow,  tender  and  juicy.  First  to  ripen  in  .July. 

; Tiin#>  ^ little  later  than  Early  Harvest.  Medium  size,  yellow,  and  red  stripes,  very  good  ([uality  and  good  bearer.  The 

I l\ca  pest  early  apple.  July  to  August. 

.[  D— J A c-fi--, cl-> Fruit  large,  beautiful,  deep  crimson,  crisp,  juicy  and  of  good  quality.  A hardy  Russian  variety.  S|dendid 
T I\ea  /A.siraciia.n  market  sort.  Aup-ust. 

I apples.  Fruit  medium  large,  smooth,  transparent.  Skin  <-lear  white,  turning 

1 ClIUW  1 rdllSipardlS.  pale  yellow  when  ri|)e.  Flesh  white,  fine  gr.-iined,  aromatic,  and  of  S[)lendid  qualit.v.  Tree  is 
vigorous,  good  bearer.  Two  year  old  trees  freiiuently  [iroduce  fruit.  Succeeds  well  in  all  Easteni  States  and  should  be  [ilauted 
in  all  cold  climates.  Succeeds  well  on  thin  soils.  Ripens  in  early  August.  1 and  2 year  old  trees. 

APPLES,  FALL  VARIETIES 


F ameuse 

quality 


(Snow.)  Tree  hardy,  vigorous  and  productive;  a fine  apple  of  medium  sir'.e,  round;  surface  pale  yellow,  nearly  cov- 
ered with  red,  made  U|)  of  stripes  and  splashes;  flesh  snowy  white,  tender,  flue  grained,  juic.v;  flavor  mild,  subacid; 
good  to  very  good, 

variety  highly  valued  for  its  extreme  hardiness  at  the  far  North.  Tree  is  a thrifty  grower  and  n good  bearer. 
II  eaiiny  Fruit  medium  roundisii,  skin  smooth,  mostly  covered  witii  dark  red,  flesh  white,  fine  grained,  jui<-y,  sub-acid,  good 
quality.  Will  keep  till  .Tanuary.  Extra  good  sort  and  s[)lendid  dessert  and  cooking  aiqde.  This  is  one  of  tiie  few  most  desirable 
varieties  for  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Neliraska,  as  W'ell  as  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  1 and  2 year  old  trees. 


Autumn  Strawberry 
Ramsdell  Sweet 


Good  size,  good  color,  fair  quality  for  table  and  market.  Ripens  in  September. 

Rather  large,  dark  red,  [iroductive,  best  sweet  fall  a[)|)le.  Se[)tember. 

Blush  size,  fine  Uavor,  beautifully  blushed,  good  bearer,  a fine  .-qqile  for  home  and  mai-ket  . Se[)lember. 

Wolf  River 


A Wisconsin  apple.  Very  large,  handsome  light  yellow'  and  red,  and  fair  quality.  Hardy.  Se[ilember. 


Arkansas  Black 

I Baldwin  Uarge,  bright  r 


WINTER  VARIETIES 

Large,  rich  dark  red,  fine  flavor,  best  quality.  Good  keeper.  Regular  market  variety. 


ed,  cris|i.  juicy,  rich.  Very  productive.  Good  eastern  variely,  nut  [danled  mucli  iu  (be  West. 


Ricmarrlf  remarkable  (diaracteristics  of  this  ap[)le  is,  that  of  early  fruitage,  one-year  grafts  and  Iwo-year  (rees  perfecting 

Ulslllarutv  gpp  ,i„i[  ii.indsome  fruits.  Trees  on  dwarf  sfocks  growing  in  pots  or  tubs,  make  line  decorative  specimens.  Fniit 
is  large,  iuindsome,  yellow’,  shaded  with  red,  tender,  stib-acid,  of  medium  iiuality;  good  for  dessert  or  cooking.  2-;i  and  .‘i-4  ft. 
trees  only. 

Rlar*lr  Ron  Stronger,  hardier,  better  resister  of  drouth  than  the  old  Ben  Davis.  Fruit  very  handsome,  large,  soliil 

Den  J./aVlS  dark  red,  long  keeper  and  of  best  <iu.alit.v.  One  of  the  best  tor  maj'ket. 

Ben  Davis  Old  variety,  large,  red  stripes,  good  keeper,  quality  medium. 

Oano  Improved  Ben  Davis.  More  even  red,  better  flavor,  hardy.  Good  for  market. 

^jfimeS  Cjolden  Pippin  Good  size,  gohlen  yellow*.  Very  best  r[uality.  Shonhl  not  be  [danted  north  of  hei’e. 

Janet  Medium  size,  green,  juic.v,  good  flavor.  Blooms  late.  Good  keeper. 

Irtnaf-Kan  Best  in  regard  to  ((uality  and  flavor.  Largely  [limited  for  commercial  ondiards.  Red,  bears  young  and  constant!.. 
uuildLIia.n  (jup  of  (he  very  best  apples.  Not  hardv  iiorth  of  here. 

Mammoth  Black  Twig  .™ar^l";kH  ' 

MoTnfrteVi  'Large,  roundish,  red.  Flesh  white,  tender,  mild,  sub-acid.  Very  hardy  ami  largely  [ihinlcd  in  M.mbina. 

ixea  Idaho  and  Wyoming.  good  Iree  everywhere. 
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Arkansas  Black 


An  excellent 
winter  apple 
which  we  unhesitatingly  recommend  as 
one  of  the  hardiest  and  best  winter 
apples  grown.  No  apple  is  more  beau- 
tiful ; splendid  quality  and  good  keeper. 


Thirty-One  Years’ 
Successful  Business 


AppleS-ConUnued.  WINTER  VARIETIES 


Nrwi-fVtofn  Lai'ETU.  bright  red.  extremely  hardy.  Very 

liorinern  opy  good  quality,  a very  l.ite  bearer. 

Northwestern  Greening 

greenish  yellow  when  ripe.  Good  qualit.v  and  a long  keeper. 
Ks|)ecially  recommended  for  Northern  States. 

Rnmes  RArsufir  hardy  ill  Nebraska  but  a fine  apple 

IxOIHc  DCaUiy  for  the  Southwest  and  I’acitic  countries. 
I’ruit  large,  yellow  with  red.  Good  ijuality  ami  a long  keeper. 

Sfavman’c  W;n#»car»  '"Mti'oyed  Winesap.  Fruit 

Oiayman  S W inesap  ,.,.,1,  juicy,  sul.-acid,  aromalic, 
fine  qunlit.y  and  a long  keeper. 

^rtif -yonl-koi-cr  oblong,  nearly  coyered  with  red.  An 

OpiLZCnDCrg  „id  vai-lely.  good  bearer,  yery  hardy  ami 
profitable. 

V^ini^can  fayorile,  yigorous  grower,  and  hardy. 

VV  incSap  I’riiit,  bright  red,  siib-aeiil,  gooil  quality,  long 
keeper. 

White  Winter  Pearmain  doV%iud’"oT'  r,es^'''fl.ayor' 

Largely  planted  on  the  Padfie  Coast. 

Yellow  Newton  Pippin 

Large,  golden  .yellow,  of  good  quality,  and  long  keeper. 
York"  Imperial  be  largely  planted,  hbrnit  large, 

best  (|il:ilily. 


almost  eiilirely  red,  lender,  .inicy,  mid 


i.'irge,  oblong;  yellow,  sometimes 
blush  ill  the  sun ; flesli  firm, 
erisp.  .inicy,  sub-acid;  one  of  tlie  standard  yarieties  in  California 
and -Slioiild  be  exteiisiyely  planted;  tree  a good  grower  and  yery 
prodiietiye;  largely  planted  in  tlie  East. 

'Winfov  Ranano  excellent  yariety,  wliicli  lias  stood 

TT  IIILCI  uaiiaiia  f],p  seyerest  tests.  Tree  is  hardy  and 
will  succeed  in  yery  cold  elimates,  its  wonderful  productiveness 
will  bring  quicker  and  larger  returns  than  any  other  apple  in 
1 be  orchard.  The  fruit  has  a richness  in  llavor  that  eauuot.be 
(loseribed.  Surpasses  in  aromatic  taste  the  elioieest  pear.  Fla- 
vor yery  rich,  spie.y  and  aromatic.  Flesh  golden  yellow,  fine 
grained,  firm  and  .inicy.  Tree  a very  strong  grower  and  will 
grow  to  be  of  immense  size,  suitable  for  lawn  or  shade  tree, 
the  leaves  being  nearly  double  the  size  of  other  sorts. 

hh-iiit  is  large,  with  the  surface  almost  covered 
with  a most  heantifiil,  brilliant  dark  red,  blend- 
ing lo  golden  yellow  at  the  blossom  end.  In  quality  it  is  un- 
surpassed, in  flavor  it  is  sweet,  slightly  tonebed  with  acid,  but 
only  enough' so  as  to  make  it  all  the  more  iileasing,  with  an 
aroma  delightfully  fragrant,  d’he  Hesh  is  fine  grained,  crisp, 
.inicy,  melting  ami  withal  delicious.  In  keeping  (inality  it  ranks 
with  the  best,  coming  out  of  storage  in  Mandi  and  April  in  per- 
fect condilion.  'free  is  ver.v  hardy.  Ilellcions  originated  twent.y 
.years  ago  at  Pern.  Madison  ('o.,  Iowa,  by  the  late  .Tesse  Hiatt, 
and  on  bis  farm  the  original  tree  still  flonrisbes,  bearing  aiinnal 
(■ro|is  of  beanlifnl  fruit.  1 and  2 year  old  trees. 


Delicious 


Budded  Peaches 


Per  1 

Per  10 

Per  100 

Per  KHIO 

.fO.07 

ffi  .70 

7.00 

.'f  05.00 

.12 

1 .00 

0..50 

00.00 

.17 

1.(10 

15.00 

140.00 

.20 

1 .00 

18.00 

170.00 

CROSBY  PEACH. 

Blood  Cling 


Crosby  uesb  .yellow  .ind  of  fine  qnalit.v.  Very  bard.v  and 
ill  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  Middle  of  September.  « 

A1  1 f 1 . Clingstone.  Medium  size,  almost  red.  Flesh 

/VlCX^nCtei*  EiSrly  white,  tender  ami  Jnic.y.  Middle  of  .Inly, 
of  llie  red  Imliaii  peach,  l.irge,  dark  pnriilish  red.  I’losh  also  red,  juicy  and  line  qmidt.y. 


We  give  helow  a list  of  the  hardiest  and  choicest  yarieties,  covering 
the  si'.asoii  from  .Inly  to  the  middle  of  uctoher.  Budded  pemdies  always 
bring  a good  price,  as  (hey  are  mmdi  larger  and  finer  in  appearance  and 
<inalit.y.  The.y  will  hear  Just  as  often,  .yield  as  many  hnshels  to  the  tree, 
live  as  long  and  stand  as  mnch  cold  as  seedling  peaches,  while  the  fruit 
is  mnch  more  yalnalde.  Do  not  waste  your  labor  and  land  by  ]danting 
seedling  trees.  It  doesn't  pay  and  .you  will  snrel.v  he  disappointed. 

I’lant  about  Klxlll  or  18x18  feet,  in  moderately  rich  8011.  Before  plant- 
in.g  cut  all  limlis  ha«d;  to  one  irnh.  the  main  leader  about  half.  Vonr  peach 
trees  will  start  to  grow  c|niid;er  .and  surer  ami  will  form  a nice  top.  Keep 
the  ground  well  cnitiy.ated.  Peach  irees  are  apt  to  make  too  mnch  of  a 
growth  and  get  top  lieav.v.  To  avoid  this,  prune  them  every  year.  Cut 
all  dry  wood  out  ami  shorten  long  leading  hram  hes. 

We  give  (he  time  of  l•ipening  here  in  Iowa.  South  of  here  (he.y  would 
ripen  earlier. 

By  Freight  oi-  Express,  Purchaser's  Expense. 

Prices  on  all  vnriedes. 

2-.'!  feet,  budded 

.".-4  feid,  hmhied 

4- .')  feet,  budded 

5- 7  feet,  bndde<l ..  .. 

P,y  1‘aid  I'arcel  Post,  2-:i  feet,  each  lOe;  10  for  90o. 

Freestone.  Meilinm  size,  bright  yellow,  striped 


with  red, 
bears  well 
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Budded  Peaches  — Continued 


Bokara  No.  3 


Freestone.  Was  first  raised  from  seed  from  Bokara,  Asia,  by  the  Iowa  Agricultural  College.  It  is  the 
hardiest  peach  I know.  Has  been  in  l)earing  for  a number  of  years  in  Iowa,  and  it  Is  claimed  the  fruit  buds 
will  survive  28  degrees  below  zero.  Fruit  is  large,  red  with  yellow  cheek,  skin  tough,  flesh  of  good  qualit.v.  Prof.  Budd  says, 
“They  are  30  per  cent  hardier  than  any  of  the  old  varieties.”  Ripens  1st  to  10th  of  September.  1 can  recommend  this  peach  to 
ill  my  customers  in  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Kansas  and  northern  Illinois.  You  will  not  be  disappointed. 

p Freestone.  Very  large,  resembling  Elberta  in  shape,  creamy  white  with  deep  blush.  Pine  flavor,  hardy  .and  pro- 

Uarnian  ductive.  August  to  September. 

pL  • _ Fruit  large,  beautiful  in  appearance,  flavor  delicious,  sweet,  rich  and  juicy,  skin  creamy-white,  with  red  cheeks, 

L'llanipion  freestone.  The  peculiarity  of  this  acquisition  is  its  hardiness.  It  stood  a temperature  of  18  degrees  below  zero 
in  the  winter  of  1887-8,  and  produced  .an  abundant  crop  the  following  season,  and  again  in  1800  produced  a full  crop  when  the 
peach  crop  was  a universal  failure.  One  of  the  best  bearers  grown.  August. 

Crawford^S  Early  Highly  esteemed  for  market.  Fruit  very  large,  oblong,  yellow  with  showy  red  cheek. 

Crawford’s  Late 


August. 


Early 


Flesh  yellow,  juicy  and  sweet.  A good  bearer 
Freestone.  Same  as  Early  Crawford’s,  but  ripens  in  September. 

Rivers  Freestone.  Very  large,  light  straw  color.  Flesh  juicy,  melting.  Good  early  peach.  First  of  August. 
Elberta  Freestone.  The  most  popular  peach  in  the  market.  Large,  yellow  and  red,  handsome.  Flesh  yellow,  juicy  and  sweet. 
Fitzgerald  Freestone.  One  of  the  best  for  the  northern  peach  belt.  Fruit  large,  brilliant  color,  yellow  flesh.  August. 
Greensboro  Freestone.  A fine  early  peach,  superior  to  Alexander.  Very  large,  flesh  white  and  juicy.  End  of  .Tuly. 
Heath  Cling  Cling-stone.  Large,  round,  white  with  hlaek  spots,  juicy  and  fine  quality.  Best  peach  for  pickles.  October. 
Lemon  Cling  Cllng-stone.  Pale  yellow,  lemon-shaped,  large.  Flesh  yellow  and  firm.  October. 

Salway  Freestone.  A well  known  market  variety.  Large  yellow  and  red,  juicy,  fine.  End  of  .September. 

(alf  clingstone, 
lul  of  .luly. 

Large,  golden  yellow,  overspread  with  carmine.  Flesh  yellow,  highly  flavored  and  rich, 
hardy.  1st  of  October. 

Yellow  St  John  Rai'ge  orange  yellow  with  red  cheek,  juicy,  sweet  and  excellent.  One  of  the  earliest  yellow 


1 Triumph 
Wonderful 


Tree  hardy.  Bears  well. 
Very  firm.  Tree 


flesh  free-stone  peaches.  Middle  of  August. 


Pears  — Standard 


Per  1 

Per  10 

Per  100 

Per  1000 

.fO.14 

$1.30 

$12.00 

$100.00 

.20 

1.80 

17.00 

160.00 

.25 

2.40 

23.00 

200.00 

.35 

3.30 

30.00 

275.00 

This  is  one  of  the  very  best  fruits  we  have.  It  far  excels 
the  apple  in  flavor.  They  should  be  planted  20  feet  apart.  It 
is  advisable  to  plant  several  varieties  in  the  same  orchard  as 
the  trees  will  bear  better.  The  tendency  of  the  pear  root  is  to 
grow  straight  down,  therefore  the  holes  should  be  dug  deep  and 
refilled  to  the  proper  depth  with  loose  earth.  Spraying  with 
Bordeaux  Mixture  prevents  pear  blight.  Cut  back  the  long 
shoots  ever.v  year  about  half,  and  you  will  have  no  trouble  in 
raising  pleiity'  of  pears  here  in  the  West.  Our  list  embraces  the 
best  varieties.  Bears  do  well  in  a variety  of  soils,  on  clay-loam, 
sandy,  gravelly  and  rich  soil.  The  soil,  however,  must  not  be 
wet.'  The  tree  will  thrive  where  apple  or  peach  would  starve 
and  will  produce  good  fruit  without  much  care  or  cultivation, 
yet  it  will  repay  well  any  attention  to  care.  Bears  are  always 
marketable  at  a good  price. 

„ . „ ...  „ By  Freight  or  Express. 

Price  of  all  varieties  of  Pears.  - • - - - 

2- 3  ft.,  1 yr.,  not  branched.... 

3- 4  ft.,  1 or  2 yr.,  partly  brchd. 

4- .’)  feet,  2 year,  branched 

Ti-t;  feet,  2 year,  branched 

By  Paid  Parcel  Post,  2 to  3 feet,  each  18e;  10  for  .?1.70. 
rinr^rk’c  Favr>fifrp.  vigorous,  upright,  spreading 

1 o-vuiiic  grower,  very  hardy  and  in-oductive. 
Fruit  ver.v  large,  of  uniform  size,  pale  yellow,  flesh  flue  grained, 
juicy,  buttery,  melting,  sweet  and  rich.  Ripens  last  of  August. 
1^  (I)uchess  d’.\ngouleme. ) Ver.v  large,  fine  (juality, 

L7UCncSS  very  juicy.  Tree  hardy  and  good  bearer.  Ripens 
October. 

Fl*»TTiicVi  Roaiifv  Barge,  handsome,  sweet  and  melting, 
1 leinibn  rscduiy  yellow,  covered  witli  russet. 

Hardy,  vigorous  and  good  liearer.  Ripens  in  September. 

'J'ree  good  grower  and  productive.  Hardy.,  Fruit 
liuwcil  waxen  yellow  with  red  cheek.  Flesh  white,  juicy- 
melting.  Hardy  in  the  West.  Ripens  September  to  October. 

Profitable  market  variet.v.  Very  large,  of  fine  ap- 
rvclllci  pearance.  Good  for  canning.  (Quality  fair  to 
good.  Does  weil  in  Kansas.  Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 

I axA7i*#»nr*a  Barge,  yellow  with  brown  dots,  hardy  and  pro- 
ductive.  Good  wintfu-  p^r.  Ripens  October. 

'Price  of  Bartlett  and  Anjou. 

2- 3  ft.,  1 yr.  from  bud,  not 

branched  

3- 4  ft..  1 yr.  from  bud,  not 

branched  

4- .')  ft.,  2 yr.  from  bud,  brnchd. 

Ti-7  ft.,  2 yr.  from  bud.  brnchd. 

By  Paid  Parcel  Post,  2 to  3 
Anirkii  (Beurre  d’.Vnjou.l 
.TAllJUU  with  russet  crimson 
rich  and  vinous,  excellent  (juali 
either  dwarf  or  standard.  For 
use  we  have  no  better  variety. 

days  when  it  demands  a higli  market  price.  A v.alnable  and 
pi’otitable  sort  that  succeeds  everywhere,  is  poinilar  on  all  mar- 
kets. 

Fruit  large,  skin  very  thin,  clear  lemon  yellow 
. with  soft  blush  on  sunny  side.  Flesh  wliite,  but- 
ler.v,  ver.v  juicy,  and  highly  flavored.  The  best  summer  iie.ir 
in  existence.  Tree  a strong  grower,  ver.v  fruitful  anil  bears 
.Voung,  but  requires  good  cultivation  to  bring  frail  up  to  Us 
highest  excellence.  'fhe  rnosl  [lopular  of  riears.  Ritiens  in 
Seideinber, 


Forest  Gaciten 


Apricots 


By  Freight 

or  Exp 

ress. 

I’er  1 Per  10 

Per  100 

Per  1000 

.$0.17 

$1.60 

$15.IM) 

$140.00 

.25 

2,30 

21. .50 

200.00 

.30 

2.80 

26.00 

250.00 

.37 

3.50 

32.00 

300.00 

I feet,  each  23c ; 

10  for 

$2.20, 

A large. 

greenish  peai’,  shaded 

The  flesh  is 

highly 

flavored. 

t.y.  The 

tree  is 

ver.v  productive 

late  fall 

and  very  early  winter 

Keeps 

well  until  winter  holi- 

A most  delicious  fruit  of  the  plum  species.  Is  of  a distinct 
flavor  and  one  of  our  best  and  most  iirofitable  market  fruits. 
The  tree  bears  very  young  and  most  profusely.  Ripening  as  it 
does  between  the  ch'erries  and  jieaches,  the  apricot  is  a most 
welcome  fruit.  To  avoid  being  caught  by  late  spring  frosts, 
spread  long,  strawy  manure  about  one  foot  thick  around  the 
tree,  in  the  winter' after  the  ground  is  frozen  hard  and  deep. 
The  manure  will  keeji  the  frost  in  the  ground  two  weeks  longer 
in  the  spring,  ami  the  tree  will  not  bloom  so  early.  Russian 
varieties  have  stood  thirty  degrees  below  zero  without  injury 
and  are  therefore  very  desirable  foi'  the  northwestern  states  and 
exposed  localities. 

Price  of  all  varietie.s  of  Apricot 

2- .*’.  ft.,  budded,  mostly  brnchd. 

3- 4  ft.,  budded,  branched 

4- .'>  ft.,  budded,  well  branched 
.'l-ti  ft.,  budded,  well  branched 

By  Paid  Parcel  Post,  2 to  : 

RUSSIAN  VARIETIES 

ill  Good  size.  Oblong,  yellow  with  red,  sweet  and 

AlCXailQCr  delicate.  Tree  ver.v  hardy.  Middle  of  .Inly. 

Large,  yellow  with  red  idiei'ks,  rich  and  slightly  ai'id. 
DuQQ  'free  hardy  and  very  iirolilic.  .Inly  1st  to  lOlh. 

AMERICAN  VARIETIES 

Q „ A new  variety  from  Kansas,  very  hardy  of  the  Rus- 
OUpcrD  Sian  tyjie.  The  best  flavored,  most  productive  aiiri- 
col  .vet  produced.  Medium  size,  light  salmon  color  and  of  ex- 
cellent quality. 

Fruit  small,  |)ale  orange-yellow,  juicy  and 
Eliariy  \j01ClcIl  sweet.  Tree  hardy  and  productive.  The 
best  of  the  small  fruited  sorts.  Itipcus  about  .luly  1st. 


s.  By 

Freight 

or  Expr 

Per  1 

I>er  10 

Per  100 

Per  1000 

.$0.  IS 

.$1.70 

$16.00 

$150.00 

.25 

•J.30 

20.00 

bSO.OO 

.30 

2.70 

25.00 

.35 

3.20 

31.00 

1 feet,  each  25c ; 

10  for  t 

$2.40. 
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Plums  should  be  planted  about  10  feet  apart,  and  varieties  should 
be  !uixe(l.  Better  plant  four  or  five  varieties  than  only  one,  as  they 
will  bear  much  better  than  when  one  variety  is  planted  alone. 
native  varieties  do  well  anywhere  in  the  West.  Tlie  foreign  varieties 
are  very  hardy  and  will  do  well  as  far  nortli  as  Minnesota  and  South 
Dakota.  .Japanese  varieties  are  more  tender,  still  they  do  well  most 
years  in  Nebraska  and  Southern  Iowa.  They  bear  very  young  and 
the  plums  are  of  the  finest  (|uality.  Try  a few.  Tiie  plum  tree  pre- 
fers a ricli  and  rather  sandy  or  clayey  loam  soil,  and  like  all  fruit 
trees,  it  will  not  thrive  in  (-(dd,  wet  hind.  To  one  wlio  is  willing  to 
give  his  ondiard  a I'easonable  amount  of  attention  and  cultivation, 
l^dum  growing  can  be  made  liiglily  profitable. 

Paid 


Price  of 

all  varietie.s. 

By  Freight  or  Express. 
I’er  1 Per  10  Per  Kill  Per  1000 

Parcel  Post 
1 Per  1 Per  10 

2-3  ft.,  1 

or  2 yr.  from  luid 

.jiO.lo 

.$1 .50 

ifin.oo 

8140.00 

1 .$0.20  $1.80 

3-4  ft.,  1 

or  2 yr.  from  liud 

22 

2.10 

20.00 

100.00 

1 .30  2.80 

i-T,  ft.,  2 

yr.  from  hud.... 

.32 

3.00 

28.00 

270.00 

1 

5-0  ft,  2 

yr.  from  bud 

.40 

3.S0 

35.0(1 

.340.0(1 

1 

Admiral  Schley 


A new  variety  sent  out  by 
Iowa,  a ]dnm  expert.  The 
somewhat  the  Stoddard  and  the  Purest  (rarden. 
larger  through,  and  of  fully  better  i|uality.  Por 


Mr.  Terry,  of 
tree  resembles 
The  fruit  is  much 
two  seasons  it  has 


taken  the  premiums  over  all  plums  al  the  Iowa  State  Pair,  one  of  tlie  very  best  and  most  profitable  of  the  native  type  of  plums. 
'I’liese  we  have  in  H-l!  and  d-1  feet  trees  only.  Although  it  is  a receni  introduction  we  offer  them  at  the  same  [irice  as  otlier  plums 
as  (iiioted  above. 


Plums— "Native  Varieties 


De  Soto 


Medium  size,  oval,  orangi'  with  brighl  red.  Ilesh  yellow,  firm  and  good  iinalily.  Hardy  and  productive.  llipen's 
September. 


Forest  Garden 


Large,  nearly  ronnil,  pni'iilish  red,  riidi  and  of  good  flavor. 


tjood  market  variety. 


August  to  Seidember. 


Wolf  "TslPrn  native  plum  has  been  more  generally  commended  than  Ihis.  It  is  very  productive,  regular  in  bearing  from 

T»  Oil  Kansas  to  Minnesota,  being  perfectly  hardy  tind  has  given  good  satisfaction  whenever  planted.  I'kaiit  good  tiavor  and 
quality.  Slone  iierfectly  free.  Season  meditun.  Tree  beautifn!  and  symmetrical,  imlined  to  overbear.  Very  iio))Ular. 


Milton 


Perfectly  hardy  and  good  bearer.  Tlesembles  Wild  Goose.  Pijiens 
middle  of  .Inly,  om'  of  I lie  best. 


Slirriri^O  (Hortiilana.l  A variety  iiilrodiiced  by  ,Mi-.  Penning  of  Sleepy  P,ye. 

KjUlpllaC  Minnesota,  and  is  said  by  many  (o  bi“  the  finest  in  c|iialit.v  of  any 
of  the  cultivated  varieties  in  the  native  Miner  gronii,  also  the  liardiest  of  that  type. 
Pi-uit  large  to  very  large,  skin  medium  tliick,  tender,  briglit  red,  flesli  pale  yellow, 
meaty  and  of  fine  llavor,  (pmlity  extra  good.  Season  medium.  Tree  an  upright, 
vigorous  licaltliy  grower  and  is  every  where  reported  very  productive.  A splendid 
variety  for  either  liome  or  commercial  cull  lire  and  slioiild  be  found  in  every  col- 
lection. Tlie  Surprise  plum  lias  given  tlie  very  best  satisfaction  in  tlie  Western 
and  Norl  liwestorn  States.  We  can  fiirnisli  this  variety  in  I!  to  4 and  4 to  5 feet 
trees  only. 

W^ilrl  first  mitivo  piiim  to  be  generally  planted.  Pniit  of  me- 

tV  IIU  OOOsc  iiiiijii  size,  bright,  clear  red,  with  bine  bloom,  of  sw'eet  flavor 
and  very  .iiiiey.  Itipeiis  medium  early.  Tree  liealtliy  and  spreading,  Idooms  in 
large,  snowy  banks  and  is  very  ornamental.  On  account  of  earliness,  productive- 
ness and  good  sliipping  qualities  it  is  a iioimlar  sort.  Season;  .Inly. 


Wyant 


lairge,  round,  olilong.  dark  red,  flesli  firm,  iierfect  freestniie  and  e\- 
i-ellenl  quality.  Harily  anywhere.  Good  for  markel. 


JAPANESE  PLUMS 


Abundance 


Mi'dinin  size,  round  with  sliglit  point.  P.eaiitifnl  sliade  of  red. 
over  yc'llow  body.  Flesli  yellow,  firm  and  .juicy,  witli  a sligiitly 
sub-acid  flavor.  Itipens  in  .Inly. 

Iiirtf*  lleconimended  as  tlie  liest  .Tapanese  plum,  ripening  before  Alniiid- 
rvea  imce.  one  of  the  vigorous  uprigiit  growers.  Productive,  fair 

size,  Vermillion  red,  pleasant  quality.  Uipeiis  a week  before  Abundance. 

Satciimai  Tj'I  rgo,  glolinlar,  witli  sliar|i  point.  Color  purple  and  red.  Flesli 

OaLsUnidl  lirm.  Juicy,  red  blood  color.  Fine  quality,  |dt  small.  Hardy  and 
vigorous  grower.  August. 

W'lrlfcnn  F'ruit  remarkaldy  Iiaiidsome.  Very  large.  Long,  heart  shaped. 

VV  IClvSUn  Coioi-  deep  maroon,  Ilesh  firm  and  meaty,  yellow,  rich  and  aro- 

matic; |iit  small.  'I’rce  an  uprigiit,  vigorous  grower,  excellent  keeper  and  sliipper. 
Farly  September. 

Riirbanlf  most  profitaide  of  growers  for  market.  Ripens  ten 

£>UrOanK  III  f(inrteen  days  afler  Abninlaiice.  tree  liardy,  sprawling,  vigorous 
grower,  unequaled  in  iiroduciiveiie.ss,  liears  young,  fruit  large,  excellent  quality. 
Clierry  red,  with  a lila<-  bloom,  ripens  from  miiidle  of  .Inly  to  first  of  .\iigust. 


Cherries 


Large,  dark  red,  llosli  green,  .Juicy,  productive,  fine  for  market. 


Color  of  Bradsliaw,  fruit  very  large,  of  fine  quality,  free 
from  rot,  very  productive.  'I’ree  a moderate  grower.  Last 


EUROPEAN  PLUMS 

, dark  red,  llosli  green,  juiev,  proi 
It. 

German  Prune  good,  septemiier. 

Grand  Duke 

of  September. 

Ol,  Pi-irSo  Quite  large  and  showy,  frequently  two  Inches  in  dia- 

“^Uipper  S rriQie  meter,  oval,  dark  purple,  of  Damson  tyiie;  Ilesh  is  sweet 
and  firm,  keeping  and  shipping  long  distauces  well.  September. 

Medium,  violet  red.  Juicy,  good.  Hardy  and  productive.  Tlie  lead- 
ing markel  variety.  Augusl. 

Tree  rnliust,  an  nlnindant  Iienrer.  Fruit  largo,  ronndisli  oval,  dark 
purplish  blue,  perfect  freestone.  Dctolier. 

SKfr»r»cl-»iiro  FiarMertm  Tills  largest  of  the  Damson  class  is  much  used  for 

OIAI  «.»p9llirc  LydimSOIl  preserving.  The  trees  are  vigorous  and  enormous- 

ly productive.  One  of  the  old  favorites.  October.  First  Class. 

Y#»llow  Pero-  ^ beautiful  egg-sliaped  yelkw  plum;  a little 

£ diuw  coarse,  lint  excellent  for  conking:  tree  a free  grower  and  very 

prodnetiye.  Late  August. 


Lombard 

Monarch 


This  is  one  of  tlie  liest  fruits  we  have.  The 
sour  varieties  are  very  hardy  and  will  bear  a 
full  crop  every  year,  eommeiioiiig  to  bear  when 
tliree  years  old.  There  is  no  more  profitable 
fruit  tree  than  tlie  cherry  for  the  western 
states.  Sweet  cherries  need  a very  protected 
jdace  ill  the  N’ortli,  as  they  are  not  so  liardy 
as  tiie  sour  kind. 

The  Cherry  lieiiig  n very  hardy  tree  will 
tlirive  ill  tlie  northern  states.  Perhaps  no 
otlier  fruit  crop  liriiigs  larger  or  lietter  re- 
turns and  it  is  strange  that  they  are  not  more 
largely  planted.  They  will  thrive  under  more 
careless  cultivation  than  any  other  fruit.  How- 
ever. respond  to  good  care  and  should  be  cul- 
tivated at  least  iiiitil  tlie  trees  commence  to 
bear. 

All  our  Cherries  are  liudded  on  Malialeh 
stock  which  do  not  sprout  from  the  rctots. 
Tlie  trees  must  not  lie  planted  too  deep, 
ahoiit  an  inch  deeper  than  they  stood  in  the 
Nursery.  Plant  about  IGxlC'feet.  By  heading 
Dip  main  leading  branches  back  the  first  few 
years  you  will  get  low,  liiishy  lops,  which  will 
Clime  very  handy  in  |iickiiig  the  fruit. 
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Cherries  — Continued 


Prices  of  all  Farielies  of  Cherries. 


Perl 

$0.14 

.20 

.00 

.85 


By  Freight  or  Express. 


Per  10 
$1.40 

1.70 

2.70 
3.20 


Per  100 
$14.00 
10..50 

25.00 

30.00 


Per  1000 
$120.00 
100.00 

230.00 

275.00 


known  old  st:nid;ird  variety, 
grower,  ver.v  proiUn-tive  and 
and  one  of  the  liest  fur  c;\u- 

jmey.  acid, 
iook.s 

Tree  dwarf,  slender  and  spreading,  Ijears 


2- 3  feet,  bud<lod,  one  year 

3- 4  feet,  budded,  one  or  two  year 

4- 5  feet,  budded,  two  year 

5- 0  feet,  bnddeil,  two  year 

By  J’aid  Parcel  Post,  2-3  feet,  each  ISc;  10  for  $1.80. 

C 1 (English  I’ie  Cherry.)  A well 

tariy  Kicnmona  Tree  is  Inu-dy.  healthy,  a tree 
regular  in  hearing.  Fruit  red,  of  inedimn  size.  acid,  rich, 
niug.  The  most  popular  of  the  true  Kentish  Cherries.  Bipens  in  .lunc. 

17  .n-lioU  Emit  large,  very  dark  red,  nearly  black;  tender 

rjUgllSIl  iTlOrcllO  ricii.  of  g(^d  i|iiality.  Owing  to  its  ricdi  red  color  looks  much 
better  when  canned  th.in  the  E.arly  nichmoud. 
young.  Kipens  middle  of  .Inly. 

TVyi  r well  known  excellent  variety.  One  of  the  best  and  most  depend- 

IViay  l-'UKe  ;||,ie  of  the  Duke  class.  Fruit  large,  dark  red,  .inicy  and  idch ; almost 
sweet.  Tree  is  rather  dwarf  in  habit,  vigorous  and  i)roduetive.  I\ii)ens  in  .lime. 

W/va  IT rr  Originated  in  Iowa  and  has  l)ecomc  very  popular  in  the  northwest  aud  west- 
Wragg  oi.|i  iitMtes.  Fruit  medium  to  large,  dark  red  and  of  fine  cinality.  Tree  is 
very  h.-mly,  vigorous  and  productive,  of  dwarlish  growth,  with  spreading  round  head: 
not'  sul),iect  to  disease.  This  is  one  of  the  few  cherries  of  good  commercial  (luality  that 
is  perfectly  hardy.  Ki|>ens  in  .Inly. 

I -a f Barge,  light  red.  late  and  excellent.  It  ripens  when  most 
m.y  gone  and  always  brings  a good  price  in  the  market. 

.1  uly. 

n*  _j.__  ' Large,  red,  ri<-h,  acid.  Very  hardy  and  productive.  A cherry  of 

IViOnimorency  the  Uichmoml  class,  hut  larger  and  more  solid.  Strong  upright 
grower,  llipeus  teu  days  later  than  Early  Uichmoml. 

lairge,  heart-shaped,  nearly  black  when  rijie,  juicy  .aid  rich.  Fine  for 
'-'Sineinicr  dessert  and  cooking.  Unsurpassed  for  market.  Trees  bloom  late  and 
bear  fruit  when  quite  young.  One  of  the  most  [iroductive  of  all  cherries,  llipeus  middle 
of  July. 


other  (dierries 
Ilipens  end  of 


Currants 


Hardy,  easily  cultivated,  standing  neglect  well,  and  liberally  responding  to  cultiva- 
tion and  generous  treatment:  indispensable  for  jellies,  table  use.  etc.  No  garden  is 
complete  without  them,  and  large  iinantities  are  required  for  market.  Set  four  feet 
apart  in  rich  ground,  cultivate  well,  or  mulch  heavily;  prune  out  old  wood  so  that  each 
remaining  shoot  will  have  room  to  grow.  If  the  currant  worm  appears  dust  with  helebore, 

Pav’e  PrrtJifif'  leading  market  variety.  Extra  large  stems  aud  berries.  Uni- 

ray  S r roilllt.  form  size,  easily  t>icked,  exceedingly  productive;  no  variety  ever 
made  as  quick  a jump  in  popular  favor,  the  demand  being,  in  most  seasons,  in  excess 
of  the  sup[)ly. 

Large,  light  red.  hunches  extremely  long.  Berries  medium  size  of  ex- 
V IClUria  oelleut  quality.  Kipens  late. 

old  well  known  sort.  Good  quality,  berry  medium,  long  bunch, 

I\eCl  JL/Uten  very  iiroductive. 

Very  large,  yellowish  white;  sweet  or  very  mild  acid.  Excellent 
VTiiiLC  ape  <)uality  aud  valuable  for  table.  Very  productive. 

LiCc’s  Prolific  ‘I  black  currant;  extra  quality,  strong  grower.  Productive. 

Berries  sometimes  oue-half  inch  in  diameter,  bunches  short.  Vigorous  aud 
productive  when  grown  on  good  soil  aud  well  cultivated. 

Due  of  the  strongest  growers  and  most  productive.  Bumdi  aud  berries  very 
VV  liue.  large:  l)riglit,  .attractive  red  color,  even  when  dead  ripe.  Haug.s  on  the 
bushes  in  fine  condition  for  handling,  as  late  as  any  known  variety.  Compared  with  the 

celebrated  Fay's  it  is  eijual  in  size,  with  longer  bnuches;  better  in  (luality.  with  min-h  less  acidity.  Kiiiens  at  same  lime, 
tinues  on  bush  much  longer,  fully  as  prolific,  in  some  trials,  largely  outyieldiug  it. 

I rkr«rlr>n  fuuuy  years  this  v.-iriety  has  lieen  fruiting  'in  Jlii-liigan,  where  it  is  now  planted  extensively 

i-iUiiuuil  ivjicirivd  regarded  as  the  best  m.arket  variety  of  that  great  fruit  state.  Plant  is  extremely  hardy,  with  perfect  foli- 
age which  it  retains  through  the  season,  an  enormous  cropper.  Kipens  '\vith  Victoria,  is  larger  in  both  bunch  and  lierry.  a lietter 
bearer.  For  auy  use — home  garden  or  market — one  of  the  best. 

NorfK  strongest  grower  among  the  red  varieties;  should  be  given  plenty  of  room  and  ground  Icept  well  enri<-heil  ; 

tiuilil  kJLcLi  bunches  average  four  inches  iu  length  aud  are  freely  produced.  (Combines  extreme  hardiness,  vigorous  growth, 
extra  (luality  aud  great  productiveness. 

Berries  are  a beautiful  bright  red  and  larger  than  Fay's  Prolific.  In  quality  it  is  said  to  be  superior  to  any- 
1 czict„liun  thing  in  the  market  today;  rh’h,  mild,  sub-acid  flavor,  with  pleuty  of  pulp  and  few  seeds,  clusters  are  long 
aud  size  of  berry  is  maintained  to  the  end. 

FKK'E:  2 year  No.  t Plants.  10c  each;  10  for  85c;  lOO  for  .$7.50. 

.ILL  V.iKILTlES  2c  EACH  EXTRA,  BY  PAID  PAKCELPOST  AT  PRICES  PER  1,  PER  10,  AND  PER  100. 

I About  an  inch  in  diameter, 

Lt&TQQ  l\.6Cl  01D61T1&11  grows  io  clusters;  yellow,  lively 
scarlet  cheek;  tree  erect,  vigorous,  hears  young  and  abundantly. 
September  to  October. 


and 


Crab  Apples 


Mosi  varieties  ai’e  perfectl.v  hardy  anywhere,  hear  young 
and  idoitifnlly.  The  fruit  is  exc'elleut  for  preserving,  jellies, 
and  cider. 

Price  of  all  varieties. 

By  Freight  or  Express. 

Per  1 Per  10  Per  100 

2-;;  fl„  1 year $0.05  ,$0..50  $ 5.00 

:i-4  ft..  2 year 10  .90  8.00  T 

t-5  ft.,  2 year 20  1.70  1,5.00 

5-0  ft.,  2 year 25  '2.30  20.00 

Florence  pfigihuted  in  Jlinne.sota.  Profuse  bearer. 


I'ald 

P.ircel  Post. 
Per  1 Per  10 
$0.07  .$0.70 
.14  1.35 


Fruit 


Gooseberries 


large  and  of  good  quality. 

Hv^lnn  Almost  as  large  as  early  slr.-iwhervy  apple;  deep 
crimson:  very  popular  on  account  of  its  size,  beau- 
l.v  aud  hardiness:  tree  vigorous. 

Mai-fEn  Handsome,  showy,  best  quality  and  enormous 
bearer.  One  of  the  liest. 

Wllif-Dfiv  Nn  90  ‘'‘'“'b  IVa  to  2 inches  in  dia- 

TT  iiiiiicy  PSU.  meter.  Skin  smooth,  glossy-green, 

striped  with  red.  Tree  a great  bearer  and  very  hardy.  One  of 
the  best  for  the  Northeni  States.  Kipens  in  .\ugust. 

Xra ncr-zam i-Irnif  Eruit  morlitim,  brownish  rod  aud  hand- 
^ I QiiaLCSIuent  some.  E.xcellent  for  jcll.v  .lud  lueserves. 
Good  grower  aud  immense  bearer.  Seidember. 


Should  he  pl.inted  iu  good  rich  soil  and  well  ni.auured  onoc 
a year.  Prune  regularly  and  thoroughly,  cutting  out  all  dead 
wood  aud  all  surplus  branches.  Do  not  let  the  bushes  grow  too 
thh’k ; the  fruit  will  he  larger  and  more  plentiful.  Plant  in  rows 
four  to  six  feet  apart,  aud  four  feet  apart  iu  the  rows. 

Berries  very  large,  hrownish-re<l 
\JrCgOri  t^na.mpiOri  color,  very  sweet  and  tine  foi'  table 
use  and  pies.  Bush  ,q  strong  grower,  he.ilthy  and  not  ver.v 
thorny  jiud  a very  iirolitic  bearer.  I recommend  this  variety  to 
my  customers,  especially  for  large  plantations.  It  will  bring 
good  returns.  Best  berry  for  the  market.  We  have  a large 
stock  of  this  gooseberry  this  year,  and  can  furnish  them  in 
large  quantities. 

PRICE:  2 year  old  No.  1 plants.  20c  each;  10  for  $1.80:  100 
for  .$1.5.00.  By  Paid  Parcel  Post,  add  2e  each  for  any  quantity, 
HrnitrViton  enormously  productive  aud  always  reliable 

ElUUgsilon  q](]  variety.  Of  vigorous  growth,  slender  .-iml 
spreudiug,  not  subject  to  mildew.  Fniit  of  medium  size,  smooth, 
pale  red,  tender  and  of  good  i|Ualitv. 

PKICE:  2 year  old  plants.  T2c-  i-mdi  ; 10  for  .$1.00:  100  for 

$9.50.  By  Pai<l  Parcel  Post,  .idd  2i'  each,  any  qimiilif.v. 
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Grape  Vines 

e.  (Ji'ows  in  uiosl.  :uiy  kind  ol  __  

vineyard.  Those  who  have  only  a lot  or  two  or  a .small  ganlen,  can  plant  them  alongshle  a hullfling  or  feiiVeT  * They  will  fake  up 
very  little  room,  and  if  properly  taken  e;ire  of,  will  hear  ;ui  al>undance  of  fruit  aliiio.st  every  year.  They  make  a splendid  screen 
for  unsightly  buildings,  or  can  he  trained  over  walls  and  fences,  repaying  many  times  over'  with  healthful  and  refreshing  fruit 


One  of  the  best  and  healthiest  fruits  we  have,  (li-ows  in  most  .any  kind  of  soil  I hat  Is  md,  wet. 


Any  hillside  will  do  for  a 
ip 
reeii 

_ - - refreshing  fruit 

llieir  suiail  cost  aucl  cure.  Any  good,  ury  soil  of  sutticiout  fertility  t<»  pro(lu<*e  farm  crops  is  suital)le  for  vineyard  planting,  if 
< limate  and  exposure  are  favorable.  Care  should  he  taken  to  prune  thoroughly  eaidi  year,  no  more  hearing  canes  should  he  left 
(ban  the  roots  can  sustain  in  a vigorous  growth  of  new  shoots,  in  a commercial  wa.v  no  fruit  crop  shows  greater  returns  on  the 
investment.  On  all  markets  grapes  are  very  popular  and  (-ommand  good  prices.  They  should  he  planted  generally  everywhere. 
In  the  open  ground  plant  in  rows  8 feet  apart  and  0 feet  in  the  rows.  \Vc  givi’  below  I he  best  and  hardiest  varieties  for  the  West. 

If  by  Paid  Parcel  Post  add  Ic  each  for  1 .year  and  2c  each  for  2 .year  yiiics  in  any  «|uantity. 

Prices  on  Grape  Vines  by  freiglit  or  c.viiress  at  purchaser's  e.xpensc. 


One  Y'ear,  No.  1 

Tw( 

) Years, 

No.  1 

One  Year, 

No.  1 

Two  Years 

No.  1 ; 

Eu(di 

Per  10 

Per  100 

Each 

I’er  10 

I'er  100 

Eacl^ 

Per  10 

I'er  100 

Ea(di 

Per  10 

Per  100 

Agawau. . . 

.$0.75 

$ 0.00 

.$0.12 

.$0.00 

.$  7..50 

Green  Moiinlain 

$0.20* 

$1.75 

$15.00 

$0.25 

$2.00 

$17.50 

Brighton . . 

10 

.75 

0.00 

.12 

7.50 

MePike 

2.50 

20.00 

.30 

2.75 

22.00 

( 'atawlia. . . 

10 

.75 

0.00 

.12 

.IM) 

7..50 

Martha 

10 

.75 

0.00 

.12 

.00 

7.00 

( 'hampion . 

10 

.75 

0.00 

.12 

.00 

7.50 

IMooiTs  Early... 

12 

.00 

7.50 

.15 

1.00 

8.50 

1 'oncord . . , 

08 

.00 

5.00 

.10 

.70 

0.00 

Niagara 

10 

.75 

0.00 

.12 

.00 

7.50 

( 'a  mpbell’s 

Early '20 

2.00 

18.00 

.35 

3.00 

20.00 

Yergennes 

1.50 

12.00 

.20 

2.00 

18.00 

.00 

8.00 

.15 

1.00 

0.00 

IVorden 

08 

.00 

5.00 

.10 

.70 

6.00 

I damoud . . 

1.5(1 

12.00 

.20 

1.75 

15.00 

IVyoming 

.15 

1.-25 

10.00 

.18 

1.50 

12.00 

Elvira 

08 

.<i0 

5.00 

.10 

.75 

0.00 

IVoodrutf 

15 

1.50 

12.00 

.20 

1.80 

15.00 

Eaton 

12 

.00 

S.OO 

.15 

1.00 

0.00 
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give  ripe  fruit. 

while  it  coutinuos  to  produce 

lerries 

without 

lilackherries  require  tlie  same  treatment  ns  raspberries. 
They  sucieed  well  on  any  land  suitable  for  corn  or  wheat,  but 
amply  repay  high  cultivation.  Plant  in  rows  six  feet  apart  and 
three  feet  in  the  row.  Pinch  the  canes  back  when  they  have 
reached  about  four  feet  in  height,  and  cut  out  all  the  dead  wood 
every  year.  Cultivate  well  and  deep,  or  muhdi  heavily  with 
straw. 

0_  A „„  This  is  one  of  the  best  blackberries  for  market  in 
onyQCr  tpe  north,  and  very  hardy.  The  canes  are  vigorous 
and  annually  productive.  The  berries  are  medium  in  size,  very 
sweet,  juicy  and  of  fine  flavor.  It  also  lacks  the  hard  core  of 
many  other  varieties.  PKK'K:  Strong  plants,  each  uc.'  10  for 

30c;  100  for  ifJ.OO.  Add  Ic  each  if  by  Paid  I’arcel  I’ost. 

O .LL  _ I’igorous,  branching,  making  plenty  of  fruitwood. 
JCvdinDUn  stood  30  degrees  below  zero  and  bore  a full 
I'rop  the  next  summer.  Is  in  all  points  as  good  or  better  than 
the  old  Wilson  and  much  hardier.  PRICE:  Same  as  Snyder. 

^ magnificent,  large,  early  berry  of  sweet,  excel- 
W llSOn  lent  flavor.  Kipens  evenly,  holds  its  color  well,  and 
brings  the  highest  market  price.  Strong  grower,  exceedingly 
productive.  PRICE;  Each  Oc;  10c  per  12;  $4.00  per  100. 


Raspberries 


Cumberland 


Plant  in  rows  five  feet  apart  and  3 feet  in  the  row.  Will  do 
well  in  any  soil.  Cultivate  thoroughly  and  keep  free  from  weeds. 
Destroy  all  suckers,  cutting  out  all  old  wood.  Our  plants  are 
strong  and  well  rooted.  We  transplant  these  plants  and  grow 
them  one  year  and  while  they  are  a little  higher  in  price,  you 
will  find'  them  much  more  satisfactory — you  will  get  a perfect 
stand.'  We  can  ship  smdi  plants  any  distance  as  the  roots  are 
firm  and  hard.  In  comparing  our  prices  with  other  catalogues, 
l)lease  bear  in  mind  that  we  furnish  transplanted  plants  only. 

The  largest  of  all  Bla(d;-caps.  healthy, 
vigorous  grower,  throwing  up  stout,  stocky, 
well-branched  canes  that  produce  immense  <'rops  of  berries. 
Pruit  large,  firm,  <|ualit.v  fine.  The  most  profitable  market  va- 
riety. PRICE:  Each,  10c;  uOc  per  12;  §13.00  per  100. 

For  many  years  the  leading  standard,  best  known 
Viicgg  market  sort;  productive,  large  size,  firm,  meaty,  cov- 
ered with  heavy  fruit.  PRICE:  Each,  10c;  50c  per  12;  .'jlO.OO  per 
100;  .1110.00  per  1,000. 

Strong,  vigorous  grower,  standing  extreme  drouth 
IvanSaS  ;|„,i  ^.qpi  jmil  bearing  immense  crops.  Early  ripen- 
ing, after  P;ilmer.  Berries  the  size  of  Gregg,  of  better  coior, 
jet  black  and  free  from  bloom,  firm,  of  liest  iiuality,  present  a 
handsome  appearance,  and  bring  highest  price  in  market. 
I'RICE:  Each,  10c;  .50c  per  12;  .jl3.00  per  100;  JflO.OO  per  1,000. 

Pronounced  the  best  early  red  raspberry  by  (he  leading 
I^mg  horticulturists.  Plant  ;i  strong  grower,  very  hardy  and 
prodiiclive.  Berry  firm.  In  size  as  large  as  t’uthbert.  Beauti- 
ful bright  scarlet  color.  Season  a few  da.vs  later  than  Thomp- 
son. We  have  fruited  them  and  find  them  the  best  red  rasp- 
berries on  our  farms.  PRICE:  Each,  10c;  00c  per  12;  .fO.IM)  per 
100;  .IHO.OO  per  1,000. 

I li  succeeds  well,  one  of  the  best  red  midseason  va- 

J-<UUULm  rieties.  Hardy,  good  size  and  (lualitv,  [iroductive. 
PRICE:  Each,  10c;  50c  per  12;  .113.00  per  100;  .§120.00  per  1,000. 

St.  Regis  Everbearing  Red  Raspberry 

Raspberries  for  four  months!  That's  what  you  get  when 
you  plant  the  St.  Regis,  the  new  everbearing  variety.  The.y  are 
i-aspberries  (if  (he  very  highest  grade — in  si'ze.  in  brilliant  crim- 
son color,  in  firmness,  in  flavor.  The  variet.v  has  been  a[itly 
termed  "the  early  till  late”  variety;  it  is  the  first  raspberry  to 


intermission  until  late  October.  St.  Regis  is  of  pure  American 
blood  and  of  ironclad  hardihood.  In  addition  to  the  brlghest  ( 
crimson  color,  and  large  size,  it  is  so  firm,  and  rich  in  sugar  i 
that  it  wall  stand  shipping  two  hundred  miles,  in  first  class  i 
order;  and  can  be  kept  in  perfect  condition  for  several  days  ■ 
after  being  gathered.  Unlike  any  other,  the  St.  Regis  yields  a ; 
crop  of  fruit  the  season  it  is  planted.  Planted  in  early  April  ; 

gave  ripe  berries  .Tune  '20th  of  the  same  year.  For  four  weeks  I 

thereafter  the  berries  were  large  and  bautiful,  firm  and  full  ! 
flavored  to  the  very  last.  j 

PRICE:  1.5c  eacdi;  10  for  .$1.'25 ; 100  for  $10.00.  Add  Ic  each  | 
if  by  I’aid  Parcel  I'ost.  ; 

Strawberries  | 

EVERBEARING  OR  FALL  VARIETIES  | 

Strawlierry  plants  can  not  be  shipped  by  freight  to  distant  I 
points  but  should  go  by  express  or  parcel  post  to  Insure  sate  I 
arrival. 

PRICE  of  all  varieties  of  Strawberries.  EXCEPT  AMER-  ! 
ICES  AND  SUPERB.  By  Parcel  Post  or  Express,  prepaid,  25c  j 
for  25 ; 80c  per  100 ; $0.50  per  1,000.  ' 

You  can  have  strawberries  just  as  easily  in  the  fall  as  in  ; 
the  spring  by  planting  the  Americus  or  Superb,  known  as  the  ' 
fall-bearing  varieties.  They  will  produce  heavy  crops  in  the  ' 
fall  of  as  fine  berries  as  any  spring  ripening  strawberries.  I 

Let  them  bear  a crop  in  the  spring,  then  remove  all  fruit  i 
stems  until  August  1st,  this  is  a better  way  than  to  let  them 
bear  all  summer.  You  will  get  a much  larger  crop  of  berries  i 
in  the  fall.  These  are  not  an  experiment  but  a success,  and  ( 
you  can  have  strawberries  as  well  in  the  fall  as  in  the  spring.  ! 
Strawberries  of  good  quality  for  your  table  every  day  during  ! 
late  summer  and  fall.  | 

This  is  the  most  wonderful  everbearing  straw-  ^ 
berry  ever  produced.  A health.v  and  strong  1 
grower:  very  prociuctive,  from  May  until  freezing  weather;  very  1 
drouth  resistant;  a better  berry  for  a hot  dry  edimate  than  any  1 
other  variety.  Size  medium  to  large,  very  Arm,  uniform  shape,  | 
bright  red  outside  and  inside.  Has  the  native  wild  strawberry 
flavor.  Succeeds  well  anywhere.  PRICE:  lOc  each;  75c  per  | 

dozen  ; $4.00  per  100.  | 

O Berry  glossy,  very  attractive,  and  of  the  finest  fla'-  I 

OUperD  vor.  Size  of  berry  very  large  and  firm.  Brings 

every  blossom  to  maturit.y,  which  is  a strong  point  in  a tall  liear- 
ing  "strawberry.  The  idants  are  strong,  and  stand  the  winter 
well,  after  producing  a heavy  fall  crop.  PRICE:  10c  each;  75c 
per  dozen  ; 100  for  $4.00. 


Americus 


SUMMER  VARIETIES 


Strawberries  wall  succeed  in  any  soil  adapted  to  ordinar.v* 
farm  garden  crops:  soil  should  be  thoroughly  prepared  to  a 
good  deptli,  well  drained  and  enricdied.  In  field  culture  set  the 
rows  three  feet  apart,  fifteen  to  eighteen  imdies  in  rows.  For 
garden  fifteen  inidies  apart  each  way.  Ground  should  be  kept 
(dean  and  well  cultivated. 

Beder  Wood 
Bubach  (P) 

Barton's  Eclipse  (P) 
Clyde 

Crescent  (P) 

Glen  Mary 


Haverland  (Pi  Warfield  (P) 

Michel’s  Early  IVm.  Belt 

Pocomoke  Myer’s  Seedling 

Senator  Dunlap  Pride  of  Michigan 

Sample  (P)  Lovetts 

Tennessee  Prolific  Aroma 

Uncle  .Tim 

Six  at  dozen,  twenty-live  at  hundred,  and  two  hundred  fifty 
at  thousand  rates.  At  dozen  rates  we  pay  postage,  at  1(10  rates, 
to  go  by  mail,  add  25  cents  to  e.'udi  100.  At  100  r.nd  1,000  rates  to 
go  "by  express  or  freight,  (diarges  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser. 
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Ornamental  and  Shade  Trees 


have 

Qg 


While  most  people  appreciate  well-arranged  and  well-kept  grounds,  large  or  small,  many  fail  to  realize  that  they  can  ha 
equally  fine  grounds.  They  have  tried  a few  shrubs  or  roses,  perhaps,  growing  in  thick  turf,  with  no  attention  given  to  pruni 
or  cultivating.  Under  such  circumstances  good  results  cannot  be  expected. 

Aside  from  the  pleasure  of  having  fine  trees,  shrubs,  vines  and  Howers  in  the  grounds  surrounding  a home  few  realize  how 
much  these  add  to  the  comfort  and  commercial  value  of  a place.  A purchaser  having  to  decide  l)otween  a house  with  i)are,  un- 
kempt grounds,  and  one  surrounded  by  fine  ornaments,  invariably  chooses  the  latter  at  a marked  advance  in  price,  liecause  lie 
sees  tliat  he  will  at  once  enjoy  what  it  would  otherwise  take  years  to  secure.  Sagacious  men  are  led  liy  a knowledge  of  tliese 
facts  to  plant  fine  trees  and  shrubs  about  vacant  lots  they  intend  to  put  on  the  market.  Lots  thus  planted  readily  secure  purchas- 
ers at  good  prices,  when  bare  grounds  go  begging. 


HOW  TO  PLANT 


Do  not  make  the  mistake  of  planting  at  random.  A fine,  well-cut  lawn  is  one  of  the  handsomest  features  of  a place.  Trees 
may  be  planted  along  a lane  or  avenue  leading  to  the  house,  or  dotted  aliout  the  lawn  on  lines  radiating  from  it.  Tliis  will 
secure  light  and  air,  with  good  views.  When  practicable  upright  shrubs  and  roses  should  be  planted  in  lieds,  each  class  by  itself, 
about  the  borders  of  the  grounds.  These  beds  should  be  well  cultivated,  and  the  i)lants  annually  pruned.  When  the  growth  of 
the  plants  has  made  them  very  thick  some  should  be  taken  out.  It  will  not  do  to  plant  so  little  that  years  must  elapse  before 
a fine  effect  will  lie  produced.  A surplus  should  be  planted  at  first,  and  this  gradually  taken  out.  Vines  should  be  planted  near 
to  and  allowed  to  climb  upon  and  about  the  house,  or  they  may  be  trained  on  posts,  arbors  or  stakes,  placed  in  suitable  locations 
on  the  lawns. 

This  department  of  our  business  is  extensive.  Avenue  and  park  trees  are  cultivated  in  large  blocks,  shrubs  and  small  growing 
trees  cover  many  acres  and  thousands  of  rows  contain  the  more  delicate  shruljs  and  herbaceous  plants.  To  people  desirous  of 
laying  out  or  beautifying  their  grounds  we  would  be  glad  to  furnish  estimates  and  prices  on  large  or  small  orders.  In  ordering 
we  suggest  purchasing  with  a view  to  color  etfect  and  groupings.  The  results  are  most  gratifying  when  trees  and  shrubs  of  colors 
that  blend  harmoniously  are  planted  in  clumps,  softening  sharp  turns,  cutting  off  unsightly  views  or  leaving  long,  clear  vistas 
through  the  lawn. 

SPECIAL  NOTE — We  regret  exceedingly  that  space  in  this  catalogue  will  not  admit  of  giving  more  illustra- 
tions of  our  Nursery  Stock,  or  that  it  will  not  even  admit  of  abbreviated  or  tabulated  lists.  But  in  addition  to  this 
catalogue  we  issue  a complete  and  separate  Nursery  catalogue,  and  if  you  don’t  find  what  you  want  in  this  book. 
Write  for  our  large  ILLUSTRATED  NURSERY  CATALOGUE.  It  is  FREE  for  the  ASKING. 

We  can  supply  all  sizes  in  ornamental  trees,  thus  those  desiring  trees  for  parks,  cemeteries,  etc.,  or  in  large  (luantities 

should  write  for  special  quotations.  Prices  quoted  are  for  trees  on  board  cars  at  nursery,  and  freight  or  express,  to  be  paid 

by  purchaser.  Six  can  be  had  at  dozen  prices,  50  at  100  rates,  500  at  1,000  rates. 

Ali  our  trees  are  grown  under  a thorough,  clean  system  of  cultivation,  frequently  transplanted,  and  are  well  supplied  with  an 
abundance  of  fibrous  roots,  which  enables  them  to  bear  transplanting  well.  Do  not  be  deceived  into  planting  forest-grown  trees, 
for  disappointment  follows  ninety-nine  plantings  in  every  100.  In  many  varieties  we  have  large  specimen  trees,  which  are  not 
quoted  herein.  Prices  on  these  will  be  cheerfully  given  on  application.  For  hardiness  and  quick  growth  we  especially  recommend 
the  Catalpa  Speciosa,  Silver  or  Soft  Maple  and  Carolina,  Lombardy  and  Silver  Poplars. 

These  trees  are  all  too  large  to  go  by  Parcel  I’ost,  must  go  by  Freight  or  Express. 

, \ 1 (White.)  Fraxinus  Americana.  A rapid  growing  native  tree,  of  fine  symmetrical  outline.  Very  hardy  and  drouth  re- 

■ /\Sn  sistant.  Good  street  or  park  tree.  5 to  6 feet  trees,  nice,  well  pruned.  Per  1,  2Uc ; per  10,  ,$1.75;  per  100,  iflo.OO;  trees 

6 to  8 feet,  per  1,  30c;  per  10,  .|2.75;  per  100,  $25.00;  for  trees  8 to  10  feet,  per  1,  (iOc;  per  10,  .$5.50;  per  100,  $47.00. 

1 Mmmfa  in  A ell  European.  (Sorbus  Aucuparia.)  A hardy  tree  of  medium  size,  a smooth  hark,  head  dense  and  regular, 
lVlOUnLa.111  AVSll  covered  from  .July  till  winter  with  large  clusters  of  bright  red  berries.  A fine  lawn  tree  and  very  hardy. 

I PRICE:  4 to  5 feet  trees,  30c  each;  10  for  $2.50.  5 to  tJ  feet  trees,  40c  each;  10  for  $3.50.  6 to  8 feet  trees,  00c  each;  10  for  $5.00. 

r Dl— F*iii>nnA9n  (Eetula  Alba.)  A graceful  tree  with  silvery  w'hite  bark  and  slender  branches.  AVhen  a few  years  old,  of 

1 Dircily  1-iUropcail  .^,1  elegant  drooping  habit,  rendering  the  tree  very  effective  in  parks  or  on  lawns.  Very  hardy  even  as 

far  north  as  the  Dakotas.  PRICE;  5 to  6 feet  trees,  50c  each;  10  for  $4.50. 
t Rnv  Plrl#»p  leafed  Maple.  (Acer  Negundo.)  A small  native  tree,  maple-like  in  its  seeds  and  ash-like  in  its  foliage.  Of 

iJUA.  EilUCi  spreading  habit,  rapid  growth,  very  hardy,  desirable  for  street  planting,  and  succeeds  wliere  other  varieties  do 
not  thrive.  PRICE;  Ni<-e  grown  trees,  5 to  0 feet,  each  20c;  10,  $1.75;  100,  $14.00.  0 to  8 feet,  each,  30c;  10,  $2.75;  per  100,  $22.00. 
8 to  10  feet,  each,  65c ; 10,  $5.50 ; per  100,  $47.00. 

Qi-v/aplj-kca  Hardy  Catalpa.  An  effective  tropical  looking  lawn  tree  with  very  broad,  large  leaves  and  fragrant 
purplish-white  blossoms  of  pyramidal  clusters,  often  a foot  long.  Tliere  are  few  trees  that  have  been 
more  extensively  planted  for  commercial  plantations  in  the  middle  west  and  the  eastern  states.  It  is  liardy,  grows  rapidly, 
resists  drouth  remarkable  well,  and  has  hardly  any  insect  enemies.  As  a post  timber' it  ranks  with  the  Black  Locust  and  Osage. 
Experiments  have  left  no  doubt  as  to  its  resisteney  to  decay.  Without  doubt  for  fence  post  wood  it  has  no  equal,  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  can  be  grown  so  easily  it  ought  not  to  require  argument  to  cause  farmers  to  plant  Catalpa.  PRICE:  4 to  5 feet, 

15c  each;  10  for  $1.00;  100  for  .$0.00.  5 to  6 feet,  20c  each;  10  for  $1.75;  100  for  $14.00.  6 to  8 feet,  30e  each;  10  for  $2.75;  100  for 

$25.00.  8 to  10  feet,  60c  each;  10  fur  $5.50;  100  for  $50.00. 

(Celtis  Occidentalis.)  Also  called  American  Nettle  Tree.  A rare  native  tree  with  numerous  slender  branches 
which  spread  horizontally,  and  thick,  rough  bark;  apple-like  foliage,  but  more  pointed  and  a bright,  shiny, 
green.  A very  desirable  tree  for  street  planting.  PRICE:  Nice,  well  pruned  trees,  5 to  6 feet,  15c  each;  10  for  ,$1.30;  100  for  $12.00. 

6 to  8 feet,  25c  each;  10  for  $2.25;  100  for  $20.00.  8 to  10  feet,  50c  each;  10  for  $4.50;  100  for  $40.00.  10  to  12  feet,  75c  each; 

10  for  $7.00. 

Flm  Amocii'an  This  is  w’ell  known  and  thrives  in  any  soil.  PRICE:  Four  to  C feet,  each  20c;  doz.,  $2.25;  100,  $1.5.00; 

F^lllcriEd.11  6 to  8 feet,  each  25c;  doz.,  $3.00;  100,  $30.00.  8 to  10  ft.,  each  40c;  doz.,  $4.00;  100,  $35.00. 

Soft  or  Silvf»P  (Acer  Dasycarpum.)  A native  tree  of  very  rapid  growth.  Hardy  everywhere  and  easily  trans- 

I.1U1I.  ui  tjiivci  lT*a|Jlc  planted.  Leaves  are  finely  cut,  bright  green  on  upper  and  whitish  on  lower  side.  They  are  not 

as  silvery-white  though,  as  those  of  the  Silver  Poplar,  and  people  often  get  those  trees  mixed,  especially  as  the  leaves  of  the 
Silver  I’oplar,  resemble  Maple  leaves.  If  you  wish  a tree  with  leaves  of  silver  white  on  the  lower  side,  onler  a Silver  or  Boleua 
Poplar.  When  you  order  a Silver  Maple,  you  will  get  what  is  mostl.v  called  a Soft  Maple.  When  quick  effect  or  shade  is  desired, 
the  Soft  Maple  is  one  of  the  best  trees  to  plant.  Largely  used  for  street  or  park  planting.  PRICE  of  Soft  Maple:  4 to  .5  feet,  12c 
each;  10  for  a5c;  100  for  .$6.00.  5 to  6 feet,  15e  each;  10  for  $1.35;  lOO  for  $10.00.  6 to  8 feet,  30c  each;  10  for  .$2.75;  100  for  $25.00. 

8 to  10  feet,  60c  each;  10  for  $5.00;  100  for  .$45.00.  10  to  12  feet,  $1.00;  10  for  $0.00.  All  select,  well  pruned  and  well  rooted  trees. 

Tea«’  W^#»ianincr  (Morus.)  The  most  graceful  hardy  weeping  tree  in  existence.  Forms  a perfect  umbrella- 

TV  iTiuiuciiy  shaped  head,  with  long  slender,  willowy  branches  drooping  to  the  ground.  It  has  beautiful 

foliage,  is  wonderfully  vigorous  and  healthy;  is  one  of  the  hardiest,  enduring  the  cold  of  the  North  and  the  heat  of  the  South; 

safe  and  easy  to  transplant,  admirably  adapted  for  ornamental,  small  or  large  grounds  or  for  cemetery  planting.  Fine,  strong  trees, 
grafted  6 to  7 feet  high.  PRICE:  ,$1.25  each. 

^VeeDinO'  Mmintnin  A«Vi  (Sorbus.)  One  of  the  best  known  and  most  poiiular  weeping  trees.  It  is  of  easy  culture, 

great  hardiness  and  thrives  in  all  soils.  Its  straggling  iirani-hes,  twistin,g  and  turning  in 
ever.y  direction,  with  no  training  whatever,  make  a most  picturesque  and  novel  sight.  Covered  during  the  autunin  with  briglif 
red  berries.  It  is  the  best  tree  for  the  North  of  the  extremely  pendulous  type.  A splendid  lawn  tree.  Grafted  0 feet  liigli. 
I’RICE:  80c  each. 

Cut  I O'  Rif/'Vi  (Betula.)  This  magnificent  tree  is,  without  question,  (he  most  popular  and  the  most  planted 

“ TT  ccpiiig  *Jiii^ll  of  all  pendulous  or  so  called  weeping  trees.  It  is  a tall,  slender  tree,  yet  with  vigorous 
growth.  _ It  has  an  erect  central  trunk,  somewhat  pyramidal  in  shape,  with  graceful,  drooping  liranclies  and  glistening  sll- 
very  white  bark.  The  foliage  is  fine,  thin,  deeply  and  delicately  cut,  and  of  a beautiful  shade  of  green.  The  whole  (ree  iiresents 
delightful  effect  not  found  in  any  other  hardy  ornamental  tree.  PRICE:  5 to  6 feet  trees,  80c  each.  6 to  8 feet  trees, 

$1.00  each. 

Ca.ITlDGpdo'wn  Flm  vigorous  branches,  which  have  a uniform  habit,  over-lap  so  regularl.y  that  a com- 

. “ ” ^”H***S  ^**11  pact,  roof-like  head  is  formed.  Leaves  are  large,  and  a rich,  glossy  dark  green.  Tree 

. .^troiig,  vigorous  grower.  One  of  the  best  weeping  trees.  It  can  be  trained  to  form  an  arlior  if  desired.  'The  pecniiar  char- 
.Kteristics  of  this  tree  make  it  very  popular  and  valuable  fur  the  lawn.  Hard.v  everywhere  and  not  iiarticular  as  to  soil.  Willi 
age  the  weeping  branches  will  eventually  sweep  the  ground,  and  enclose  a shady  place  as  effectively  as  an  arbor.  This  tree 
tlirives  splendidly  in  our  state.  Grafted  G feet  high.  PRICE:  $1.'25  each. 
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Evergreens  Extra  Select  Stock  (Transplanted) 


\Ve  want  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  a very  complete  stock  of  hardy  nursery-grown  evergreens,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  make  quotations  if  you  will  send  list  of  requirements.  All  orders  are  dug  same  day  as  shipped,  and  great  care  is  used 
to  keep  roots  from  exposure. 


CLEMATIS 


Hardy  Ornamental  Climbing  Shrubs 


Ileantiful  free  dowering  vines  with  very  showy  dowers.  They  are  well  adapted  for  (raining  on  porches, 
balconies  and  trellises,  or  for  covering  walls,  fences  and  arbors.  A loamy,  fertile  soil  suits  them  l.iest  and 
to  secure  the  best  results  the  ground  should  be  enriched  frequently.  We  can  furnish  the  following  best  varieties,  all  2 year  old, 
strong,  held  grown  plants. 

lar-li-marirti  known  large  dowering  blue  clematis.  The  beautiful  dowers,  when  fully  expanded,  measure  4 to  0 

if 3.CKlTla.Oni  iuciH's  in  di.aineter,  intense  violet-purple  with  a rich,  velvety  appearance,  distinctly  veined.  It  blooms  continu- 
ally from  .July  until  cut  off  by  frosts.  I’lant  is  hardy,  abundant  and  successful  bloomer.  PRICE;  40c  each.  By  paid  Parcel 
Post,  4.0C  each. 

l_I  * This  is  the  finest  of  all  large  flowering  white  clematis,  and  should  find  a place  in  every  collection.  It  is  not  only  a 

nenryi  vigorous  grower,  liut  a remarkably  free  and  continuous  bloomer,  beginning  with  the  earliest,  holding  out  with  the 
latest.  Blowers  are  large,  of  beautiful  creamy-white,  with  reddish  chocolate  anthers.  PRICE:  40c  each.  By  paid  I’arcel  Post, 
45c  each. 

<-l  anio  F"  <4  a v<4  been  called  the  crimson  .Tackmanni.  The  plant  is  a strong,  vigorous  grower,  very 

IVlaOamc  l.^UUUaru  jn  pioom.  Bovel,,'  flowers  of  a distinct  crimson  color.  Distinct  from  all  other  varie- 

ties. PRICE:  40c  each.  By  ])aid  Parcel  Post,  45c  each. 

Eotmoncl  most  desirable  of  tlie  large  flowering  clematis.  The  large,  beautifully  formed  flowers  are  of  a deep  rich 


lavender,  a very  pleasing  and  unusual  color.  'I'he  plant  is  a vigorous  grower  and  perpetual  bloomer.  A decided 
acquisition  to  this  class  of  Clematis  and  a plant  that  everyone  will  tvant.  PRICE:  55c  each.  By  paid  Parcel  Post,  40c  each. 


Hardy  Climbing  Rambler  Roses 


As  an  ornamental  plant  for  covering  porches,  side  walls,  pillars,  fences,  etc.,  they  are  unequalled,  calling  forth  more  ad- 
ndration  than  anytliing  else  tliat  <-an  be  similarly  used.  Tliey  reijiiire  but  little  care  and  are  very  hardy.  Our  plants  are  field 
grown,  hardy,  2 year  old  stuck,  2%  to  3 feet  higli. 

("’limKincr  ^ grand  novelty  of  great  merit.  A cross  between  American  Beauty  and  an  minafued 

/^lllcriCa.O  joectuty  seeilling;  color  a rosy  crlm.soii  similar  to  its  popular  parent,  and  with  the  same  ex- 
quisite fragrance,  a iniaiity  rarely  found  in  climbing  roses.  The  plant  is  of  strong  haliit  of  growth,  making  shoots  from  ten  to 
titleeii  feet  in  one  season,  and  as  liardy  as  an  oak.  The  flowers  are  from  tliree  to  four  inches  in  diameter,  of  fine  form,  and 
■are  produced  in  groat  (u-ofusion,  not  only  in  May  and  .lime,  Init  thei-e  is  a fair  sprinkling  of  flowers  throughout  the  growing 
season.  'I’ry  a few,  you  will  never  regret  it.  I offer  this  new  rose  in  strong  2 year  old  field  plants,  that  will  liloom  this  summer 
for  75c  each:  10  for  .'iiT.OO.  By  paid  Parcel  Post.  7.5c  each. 

3clitirnOr6  Belle  blusli,  ne.arly  white,  double,  in  large  clusters.  Blooms_  very  freely.  Plant  is  a strong 


i 


grower  and  liardy.  PRICE;  Eacli,  25c;  10  for  .Stl.lO.  By  iniid  Parcel  Post,  ,30e  each. 

Crimson  Rambler  grower,  malung  shoots  10  to  20  feet  high  in  a single  season.  Flowers  glowing  crim 


the  plant  from  top  to  bottom.  PRICE:  Each, 


son  and  )irodnced  in  immense  panicles,  coverinj 
10  for  .'i;2.25.  By  jiaid  Parcel  Post,  .".Oc  each. 

AlAiAr  «««-«■  I Flower  of  Fairfield.)  A sport  of  the  well  known  and  famous  rriinsoii  Ramliler  Rose. 

V IXallliJItir  tIiIs  new  rose  produces  its  lovely  flowers  until  killing  frosts  stop  fnrtlier  growtli 
of  (he  plant.  Tlie  flowers  are  produced  in  great  trusses,  each  carrying  from  tliirty  to  forty  blooms  of  tlie  brightest  crimson, 
wliioli  remains  iindiminod  to  (lie  end.  (’oinbiiied  with  (lie  waxy,  pale  green,  red-veined  foliage,  the  glowing  crimson  mass  of 
bloom  makes  an  irreslible  eltcrt.  'I'lie  new  lOverblooniiiig  Crimson  Ramider  produces  its  flowers  on  the  ends  of  new  shoots,  and 
if  out  olf  as  soon  as  faded,  many  new  side  branclies  will  form  which  soon  an*  covered  again  with  a great  mass  of  Idossoms.  By 
blooming  so  i-onstant  ly.  I lie  new  slioots  are  nut  as  large  as  with  the  old  Crimson  Rambler,  luit  (be  wood  is  moi'e  firm  and  less 
snii.iect  (0  mildew,  anollier  point  in  its  i'avor.  Tin*  jilant  is  exceedingly  hardy,  having  successfully  withstood  (lie  test  in  ex- 
liosed  situations  of  very  severe  winlers.  A magnifii’ent  everblooming  rose  for  covering  trellises,  walls,  porches,  etc.,  as  they 
siiiceed  under  any  circunistances  and  Idoom  wonderfully  profuse  throughout  the  summer.  It  is  one  of  tlie  finest  and  best  novel- 
lies  of  recent  introduction  and  will  be  very  popular.  PRICE:  Two  year  old  field  grown  plants,  each,  35c;  10  for  .'f3.00.  By  I*aid 
Parcel  Post,  40c  each. 

TVw^  Rliifi  5 IOILCIIi:.M'.I,.VII  OK  5'1(  lldOT-BLFE.  After  years  of  efforis  rosarians  have  been  rewarded  by  the  pro- 

1 lie  fvUae  iiuciion  ,,f  a Bine  Itose,  whioli  will  be  welcomed  with  the  greatest  interest  by  all  lovers  of  tlie  garden. 

This  new  climbing  Rose  surpasses  all  otliers  of  recent  introduction  in  having  a pure  bine  color.  The  flowers  appear  in  large 
clusters  after  tlie  manner  of  tlie  Crimson  Ramider.  are  semidoiilde  and  of  iiiediiiin  size.  Upon  first  oiieniiig  tlie  color  is  jiartly 
Iii'ight  reil  and  partly  bright  rose,  turning  soon  a steel-ldue.  The  color  is  best  descrilied  by  saying  tliat  it  resenililes  that  of 
earl.v  violets.  This  variely  is  a strong  grower,  has  sliiniiig  green  foliage  and  few  tlionis.  It  has  not  lieeii  troiililed  witli  mildew 
and  is  classed  among  tlie  liardicsl  clinibing  roses,  witlistandiiig  the  winters  very  snccesstiilly.  Unr  Blue  Roses  were  iiiiimrted  from 
tlie  originator  by  ourselves,  so  tlioy  an*  true  to  name.  Tliey  are  2 year,  strong  plants  and  will  bloom  tlie  first  year.  I'RICE:  30c 
each;  10  for  ,$2.75.  By  paid  Parcel  Post.  35c  each. 

siilemlid  rose  wiil  continue  in  bloom  longer  tiian  any  other  climidng  rose.  When  it  first  opens 
caib  CII  (1,^,  iiuwers  are  a bi'anlifiil  red,  lint  soon  turn  to  a lovely  pink,  and  it  blooms  so  iirofiisely  as  to  almost 

bide  the  plant.  PRICE:  Eacli,  20c;  10  tor  .$1.75.  By  paid  Parcel  I’ost,  ;!5c  each. 

P<ai*lrir#c  g<'"®>'al  haldl  olosely  resenildiiig  Crimson  Rambler,  Imt  of  a iieautifiil  shell-pink,  full  and  double, 

E/UrUlIiy  r ericins  ,,)■  .m  muisually  large'size  for  a Cluster  Rose.  ’I'ho  trusses  are  made  up  from  twenty  to  forty  flow- 

<‘rs.  IVe  ooiisider  Ibis  to  be  (lie  linesl  of  all  oliinbiiig  roses.  PRICE:  Eaoli,  25c;  10  for  .$2.25.  By  paid  Parcel  Post,  30c  each. 
Ppaipii!>  "’'1  staiidliy  variely  amUvery  popular.  Flowers  bright  golden  red,  globular,  large  and  compact.  Very 

i ViUCdll  strong  grower.  I'RICE:  25c  each;  10  for  .$2.25.  By  paid  Parcel  Post,  30c  eacli. 

Sf»v«»n  Sicf#»rc  ((Irevillea.)  White  and  crinison,  making  it  unique,  as  liolli  wliite  :ind  crimson  flowers  may  be  seen  on  the 
oiaicio  plant  ;it  the  saiiie.tinio.  Blooms  in  large  clusters.  ” ’ ' “ ' " . 

30c  each. 


PRICE:  Each,  25c;  10  for  $2.25.  By  paid  Parcel  Post,  j 


Thousand  Beauties 


tTAUSEXDSCHOEX.l  The  most  sensational  ('liinldng  Rose  yet  introduced,  not  even  barring  Crii 

bouquet  in  itself,  hence  the  very  fitting  name,  “Thoi 


riin- 

son  Rambler.  A single  cluster  of  flowers  is  a bouquet  in  itself,  hence  the  very  fitting  name,  “Thoii- 
sand_  Beauties."  Blooming  profusely  from  tlie  liegiiiiiiiig  of  June  until  the  last  of  July,  the  flowers  :ippear  in  large  clusters  (10 
to  15  ill  a cluster),  are  of  splendid  size  ami  quite  double.  The  colors  run  from  delicate  luilsam  to  tender  rose  tliroiigh  the 
intermediate  shades  of  liriglit  rose  and  carmine,  with  white,  yellow  and  various  other  indescribable  tints  showing.  There  is  no 
other  Rose  in  cultivation  like  it.  it  is  a strong  grower,  with  but  few  thorns,  and  iiiagniflceut  foliage.  The  most  remarkable  rose 
of  its  kind  in  the  world.  I’RICE:  30c  each;  10  for  $2.75.  By  paid  Parcel  Post.  35c  each. 


Baby  Ramblers 


Rakir  PamklAf  IS  A SUPERB  ROSE  FOR  POT  CI'ETPRE.  As  a Iieddiug  variety  none  possess  more  points  ill 

Ijclljy  AXdllllltJl^l  *1611111110  iiieril  limn  Bal>v  R:inil)ler.  A single  plant,  grown  in  a pot,  is  a marvel  in  neatness,  uill 


thrive  and  bloom  witli  ordinary  treatment  from  one  years  end  to  another.  Indeed,  they  will  never  be  without  flowers  if  kept 
ill  a growing  condition.  .\s  a jiot  plant  for  winter  blooming  it  lias  no  equal.  II  stands  alone  and  will  find  a plai'e  everywhere. 
The  Ruby  Ramliler  Rose  never  gets  tired.  Works  at  blooming  <lay  and  iiiglit  ami  every  day  in  the  year.  PRICE:  Each,  20c;  10  for 
$1.75.  By  paid  Parcel  Post,  25c  each. 

(Maiiian  I,evavassenr. ) Tliis  magnificent  Bahy  Ramider  is  equally  as  meritorins,  if  not  more  so  than  Red 
Ijaljy  LrOrOiny  I’^by  Rambler,  which  has  liecome  so  famous.  Of  dwarf  growth,  it  blooms  practically  all  the  time,  producing 
in  amazing  quantities  lai'ge  clusters  or  panicles  of  its  beautiful  pink  flowers,  which  are  full  and  donlile.  the  color  of  which  is 
almost  identical  witli  ilie  (lowers  of  Dorotliy  Perkins.  Entirely  hardy.  PRICE:  Each,  20c;  10 'for  $1.75.  By  paid  Parcel  Post, 

25c  each. 

Mrc  WsTT.  W of  til®  finest  types  of  the  Bniiy  Rambler  Roses.  Of  dwarf  growth,  producing  in  constant 

iviia.  Will.  n.  v.^UlOUSi1  jirofiisioii  flowers  of  pale  idiik,  borne- in  huge  trusses  throughout  the  entire  summer  and  aii- 
tuiiin.  Hardy.  PRICE:  20c  each;  10  for  .$1.75.  By  paid  I’arcel  Post,  25c  each. 

CsithcrinC  Zsimst  '"*'**'  fienetlfnl  companion  to  the  Crimson  Baby  Rambler,  growing 


_ to  the  same  height  and  bearing 
great  iiiasse.s  of  double,  pure  wliite  flowers,  covering  the  plants  as  with  a mantle,  'the  Roses  are  de- 
lightfully scented,  reminding  one  somewhat  of  a hyacinth.  PRICE:  20c  each;  10  for  $1.75.  By  paid  I’urcel  I’ost,  2oc  each. 
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Ornamental  Trees 

Extra  Select  Stock 

ITarUy  trees  and  slinilis  can  now  be  obtained  at  moderate  cost  that  will  stand  the  extremes  of  temperature  and  soil  of  nearly 
sections,  .ludicious  selection  will  olitain  deciduous  and  evergreen  trees,  sbnil)s,  vines,  etc.,  that  make  l)eautifiil  specimens 


all 

tlirougliout  the  entire  year. 

Nursery -grown  trees  are  pre-eminently  superior  and  worth  more  than  trees  dug  from  the  woods.  In  tlie  nursery  trees  are 
grown  witli  the  idea  of  getting  a perfect  sliape  with  fully  developed  root  systems.  They  are  carefully  pruned  and  cultivated. 
In  the  forest  it  is  impossible  to  get  trees  as  smooth  and  straight  with  tlie  necessary  fibrous  roots. 

Cl  I'lveryone  is  familiar  with  the  elm.  Its  hardihood,  its  fine  si)reading  branches,  and,  above  all,  its  dnrabilit.v,  make  it  the 

Cilin  most  desirable  of  shade  trees.  The  grand  and  venerable  old  elm,  under  whose  protecting  shade  Washington  took  command 
of  ills  ('ontiiienta I army,  is  still  standing  .at  t.'ambridgc.  We  otTer  it  in  siites  lo  suit  everyone.  Nine  to  ten  feet,  dOc;  eight  to  nine 
feet,  3r>c;  seven  to  eight  feet,  liOc ; six  to  seven  feet,  ^bc. 

shad(‘  tree.  Hardy  everywhere.  Eight  to  nine  feet,  40c;  seven  to 


R .«•  Very  smooth,  tlirifty  tree.  A rapiil  growing 

DOX  Cjluer  eigUt  feet,  i!0c;  si.\  to  seven  feet,  2()<'. 


I Q TV/I  1 handsomest  of  all  shade  trees,  regular  in  oulline,  with  beautiful  leaves.  Hardy  and  rapid  in  growth. 

ijOlt  IVlcipiC  offer  choice,  smooth  trees,  well  suited  to  lawn,  street  or  park  iil.inling.  'i'cu  to  twelve  feet,  (iOc ; nine  to  ten 

feet,  40c;  eight  to  nine  feet,  25c;  seven  to  eight  feet,  20c;  six  to  seven  feet,  15<-. 

^ . I C ■ Ho  not  confuse  tiiis  witli  the  tender  f’atalpa  P.ignonoides.  f'atalpa  S|)eciosa  is  hardy  and  superior  in 

opCClOSa.  every  way.  An  erect,  raitid  growing  tree,  witii  iiroad,  dark  green  leaves  ,and  beautiful  perfumed  blos- 
soms. Easy  to  Iransiilant.  .Never  suffers  from  liorers  or  insect  enemies.  Six  lo  eight  feet,  40c;  five  to  six  feet  .'iOe;  four  to  five 
feet,  20c. 

I in/lAn  rapid  growing,  beautiful  tree,  with  rich  green  foliage  and  fragrani  flowers.  Symmetrical  in  growth.  Very  choice, 
l-iinuen  Eight  to  nine  feel,  40c;  seven  to  eight  feet,  30c. 

Sycamore  A fine  tree  with  broad,  si)reading  top  and  deeii  green  foli,-ige.  Eight  io  ten  feet,  4llc 

' lieautiful.  graceful  tree  with  slender  branches,  drooping  slightly  a(  the  tips.  The  white  bark  contrasts 

W niie  Dircn  pleasantly  witli  the  green  leaves.  One  of  the  most,  striking,  richest  looking  of  all  shade  trees.  Six  to  seven 
feet,  40c. 

’ Mt.  Ash  Seven  to  eight  feet,  40c;  six  to  seven  feet,  .SOc, 


Ash 


Seven  lo  eight  feet,  30<-;  six  to  seven  feet,  20c. 


Evergreens  (Transplanted) 


We  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  tliat  we  have  a very  complete  stocit  of  hardy  nursery-grown  evergreens,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  make  quotations  if  you  will  send  list  of  requirements.  All  orders  are  dug  same  day  ;ts  shipped,  and  great  care  is  used 
to  kee))  roots  from  exposure. 

FOREST  TREE  SEEDLINGS  BY  THE  MILLION— Not  Prepaid 

All  our  seedlings  are  nursery-grown,  hardy,  healthy  and  stocky  plants,  with  good  root  system.  They  will  give  the  very 
best  results  everywhere.  Ho  not  compare  our  prices  for  our  select  seedlings  witli  those  quoted  in  some  catalogues. 

We  furnish' 50  at  the  100  rate;  500  at  1,000  rate;  5,000  at  10,000  rate. 

White 8-12  inches. 

White 

White 18-24  inches. 

Elder 

Elder 18-24  inches. 

(’atalpa  Speciosa 

Catalpa  Speciosa 8-12  inches. 

t'atalpa  Speciosa ; inches. 

Elm  I. 

Elm  /. 

Locust,  Black 

Locust,  Black 12-18  inches. 

Locust,  Black 18-24  inches. 

Maple,  Soft 12-18  inches. 

Maple,  Soft 

Mulberry,  Russian 8-12  inches. 

Mulberry,  Russian inches. 

Mulberiw,  Russian 

Cottonwood  

Cottonwood  12-18  inches. 

Cottonwood  

Willow,  Diamond 12-18  inches. 

Willow,  Diamond 

Walnut,  Black 

Walnut,  Black 12-18  inches. 

Wtilmit,  Black 18-24  inches. 

Butternut 12-18  inches. 


Ash, 

Asii, 

Ash, 

Box 

Box 


special  low  prices  write  for  prices. 


8-12  inches. . . 

per 

100 

4.50 

per 

1,000 

35,00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

j>er 

100 

7.00 

per 

1,000 

50.00 

per 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

1.20 

per 

100 

10.00 

per 

1,000 

55.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

l.UU 

per 

100 

7.50 

per 

1,000 

58.00 

per 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

per 

100 

10.00 

per 

1,000 

75.00 

per 

10,000 

4-8  inches... 

per 

100 

3.50 

jier 

1,000 

25.00 

per 

10,000 

8-12  inches. . . 

per 

100 

5.00 

per 

1,000 

40.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

per 

100 

10.00 

per 

1,000 

75.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

per 

100 

5..50 

per 

1.000 

40.00 

per 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

per 

100 

7..50 

per 

1,000 

50.00 

per 

10,000 

8-12  inches. . . 

per 

100 

3.75 

per 

l.OIKI 

25.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

per 

100 

5.00 

I)er 

1,000 

35.00 

l>er 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

l)er 

100 

0.00 

per 

1,000 

45.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

1.00 

per 

100 

7..50 

per 

1,000 

.58.00 

j)er 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

1.25 

per 

100 

10.00 

per 

1.000 

75.00 

per 

10,000 

8-12  inches. . . 

per 

100 

41.75 

per 

1.000 

25.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

70 

per 

100 

5.00 

per 

l.OOO 

37.50 

per 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

00 

per 

100 

7.00 

per 

1,000 

47.50 

per 

10,000 

8-12  inches. . . 

per 

100 

3.50 

per 

1,000 

25.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

00 

per 

100 

4.50 

per 

1,000 

35.00 

per 

10,000 

18-24  inches 

70 

per 

100 

5.50 

per 

1,000 

42.50 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

00 

per 

100 

4..50 

per 

1,000 

35.00 

per 

10,000 

18-24  i'nches. . . 

70 

per 

100 

5. .50 

per 

1,000 

42..50 

per 

10,000 

8-12  inches. . . 

1.00 

per 

100 

0.00 

per 

1,000 

75.00 

per 

10,000 

12-18  inches. . . 

per 

100 

12.50 

per 

1,000 

100.00 

per 

10,000 

18-24  inches. . . 

per 

100 

15.00 

per 

1,000 

125.00 

l)er 

10,000 

12-18  inches . . , . 

2.00 

per 

100 

15,00 

per 

1,000 

125,00 

per 

10.000 

and  t'.irolina 

Po[)lars,  Russian  (rnlden 

and  La  It  re 

Leaf  W 

Blows. 

q'hese  are 

hardiness  tind 

quick  growth  make  them 

iiidispensaldo  for  windbreaks. 

Eof  out- 

Seedlings  By  Mail.  We  Pay  Postage 


White  Ash 8-12  inches .?0.S0 

Black  Locust S-12  inches 75 

Catalpa  Speciosa 4-8  inches 75 

Catalpa  Speciosa 8-12  inches 85 

Cotton  wood  8-12  inches 75 

Russian  Mulberry 8-12  inches 75 


per 

100; 

.<i!5..50 

per 

1,000 

per 

lOO; 

5.00 

per 

1,000 

per 

100 ; 

4.75 

per 

1,000 

per 

100; 

5.75 

[»er 

1.000 

per 

100 ; 

4.75 

per 

1,000 

per 

100; 

4.75 

I)er 

1,000 

OUR  NURSERY  LIST  IN  THIS  CATALOGUE  IS  GRE.ATLY'  .ABRIDGED  FOR  W.VNT  OF  SPACE,  BUT  COVERS  IN  A 
GENER.VE  WAY  MOST  ALE  THE  BEST  AND  MOST  PR.VCTICAE  VARIETIES.  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  FIND  AVH.VT  YOU  WANT 
WRITE  FOR  OUR  FUEL  AND  COMPLETE  NURSERY  CATALOGUE,  -AND  IT  WILL  BE  At.AILED  FREE  TO  A'OU. 

Address  R.ATEKIN  NItR.SERA'  CO.,  .slienandoah,  Iowa. 
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RATEKIN’S  SEED  HOUSE,  SHENANDOAH,  IOWA 


Vegetable  Seeds 

Page 

Asparagus  ^ 

Articliokes  ^ 

Brussels  Sprouts  3 

Beans,  Busli  or  Snap 4-5 

Beans,  Wax  Sorts 6 

Beans,  Lima  

Beans,  Pole  or  Climbing 8 


Beets,  Table  0-10-11 

Beets,  Sugar  12-1,3 

Bore,  Cole  23 

Carrots,  Table  and  Stock 14-15 

Cabbage  lG-18 

Cauliflower  If* 

Cress  

Chervil  19 

Chicory  19 

Corn  (Pop-Corn)  19 

Corn  Salids  19 

Corn,  Sweet  or  Sugar 22 

Chufas  19 

Coliards  19 

Ceiery  20 

Cucumbers  21 

Egg  Plant  23 

Endive  23 

Ground  Celery  23 

Garlic  34 

Gourds  23 

Kohl  liabi  23 

Kale  or  Bore  Cole 23 

Leek  23 

Lettuce  24-25 

Musk  Melon  or  C'antaloupe’s 25-2G-27 

Melons,  Water 28-20-30 

Mustard  34 

Onion  Seeds 31-32-33 

Onion  Sets  33 

Okra  or  Gumbo 34 

Parsiey  34 

Parsnips  34 

Peanuts  35 

Peppers  35 

Peas  3G-37 

Pumpkins  37-38-39 

Radishes  30-40 

Rhubarb  41 

, Ruta  Baga  or  Swede  Turnip 47 

Spinach  41 

Saisify  or  Vegetable  Oyster 41 

“Horae  Garden”  Collection 41 

Squash  42 

Special  Collection  of  Garden  Seed 48 

Tomatoes  43-45 

Turnips  40 

Tobacco  47 


Flower  Seeds 


Antirrhinum  99 

Asters  98 

Algeratum  99 

Bachelor’s  Buttons 99 

Canna  99 

Camelin,  Flowered 98 

Camilia,  Double  Flowereil 99 

Calceolaria  99 

Canterbury  Bells 99 

Carnations  . . . * 99 

('ineraria  99 

Cypress  Vine 99 

Candytuft  99 

Chinese  Pinks 99 

Calliopsis 99 

Coxcomb  99 

Cosmos 99 

Chrysanthenmin  99 

Daisy 99 

Dahlia  99 

Dianthus  99 

Empress  99 

Pox  Glove 99 


Index 


Page 

Forget-Me-Not 99 

Four  O’clock 99 

Gourds  . 99 

Geranium  100 

Gallardia  100 

Hybridus  99 

Heliotrope  100 

Hollyhocks  100 

Hibiscus , 100 

Hiaelnthus  100 

Ice  Plant  100 

Lady  Slipper  or  Touch-Me-Not 98 

Larkspur  100 

Latana 100 

Marigold  100 

Mignonette  100 

Morning  Glories 100 

Moon  Flower 100 

Nasturtium  100 

New  Giant  Snow  Ball 99 

Pansy  100 

Petunias  100 

Portulaca  190 

Ricinus  100 

Sweet  Williams 100 

Sunflower  100 


Salpiglossis  . 

Salvia  

Stocks  

Sweet  Peas  . . 
Wallflower  . , 
Zanzibarensis 


Farm  Seeds 


Alfalfa  00 

Artichoke  Roots 16 

Barley,  Ratekin’s  Beardless 84 

Barley,  White  Hulless 84 

Barley,  Oderbrucker  or  Wisconsin  No. 

55 

Beets,  Stock  or  Mangel  Wurtzels 12 

Billiou  Dollar  Grass 81 

Branching  Dura  16 

Brazilian  or  Stolling  Flour iG 

Buckwheat ^ 

Bromus  Inermis  01 

Bermuda  Grass  03 

Cow  Peas  ^6 

Clover,  Sweet  

Clovers  89-90 

Cotton  Seed  05 

Dwarf  Essex  Rape 

Egyptian  Wheat  Corn 16 

Feterita  

Flax  

Fqu’age  and  Fodder 14 

Grasses,  Miscellaneous 91-92 

Grasses,  Meadow  and  Pasture  Mixture.  94 

.Terusalem  Corn  14 

Kafir  Corn  14 

Kentucky  Blue  Grass 02 

Lawn  Grass  03 

Millets  87 

Meadow  Fescue  92 

Milo  Maize  14 

Non  Saccharine  Sorghum 16 

Oats,  Alberta  Canada  Grown 11 

Oats,  Regenerated  Swedish  Select 78 

Oats,  Ratekin’s  Big  Banner 78 

Oats,  Ratekin’s  New  Sensation 80 

Oats,  Ratekin’s  New  Kherson 80 

Oats,  Early  Champion 81 

Oats,  Ratekin’s  Texas  Red  Rust  Proof  81 

Panicum  Crusgalli  15 

Pencillaria  15 

Potatoes 49-.50 

Rye.  Ratekin’s  New  Mammoth  Wonder  83 

Rye,  Ratekin’s  Mammoth  Spring 83 

Shallu  16 

Speltz  or  Emmer 83 

Timothy  91 

Vetches  8.5 

Wheat.  Spring  82 


Seed  Corn 


Page 

Corn,  Alaska  Northwestern  Dent 66 

Corn,  Boone  County  White 61 

Corn,  Diamond  Joe’s  Big  White 56-57 

Corn,  Dibble’s  Mammoth  Yellow  Flint.  69 
Corn,  Extra  Early  Queen  of  Nishna...  65 

Corn,  Extra  Early  Silver  King 61 

Corn,  Fodder  and  Ensilage 72-73 

Corn,  Gold  Standard  Learning 64 

Corn,  Hickory  King 59 

Corn,  Iowa  Silver  Mine 58 

Corn,  Iowa  Gold  Mine 66 

Corn,  Improved  Calico 65 

Corn,  Johnson  County  IVhite 59 

Corn,  Legal  Tender 64 

Corn,  Pride  of  the  North 64 

Corn,  Longfellow  Flint 70 

Corn,  Minnesota  No.  13 67 

Corn,  Reid’s  Yellow  Dent 63 

Corn,  Ratekin’s  Mammoth  Iowa  Yellow 

Dent 63 

Corn,  Pride  of  Nishna 62 

Corn,  Ratekin’s  Early  Gold  Standard.  68 
Corn,  Ratekin’s  Imperial  White  Dent, 

Red  Cob 59  • 

Corn,  Ratekin’s  Improved  Early  Yellow  70 
Corn,  Ratekin’s  Dakota  Bloody  Butcher  67 

Corn,  Stowell’s  Evergreen  Sweet 73 

Corn,  Saint  Charles  White,  Red  Cob..  60 

Corn,  Sanford’s  White  Flint 69 

Corn,  White  Cap  Dent 66 

Corn,  Wallace’s  Favorite  White 60 

Nursery  Department 

Apples,  Summer  AWrieties 103 

Apples,  Fall  A’arieties 103 

Apples,  AA’inter  A'arieties 103-104 

Apples.  Crab  107 

Apricots  1 105 

Blackberries  108 

Cherries  13G-107 

Currants  107 

Evergreens  HO 

Gooseberries  107 

Grape  A’iue.s 108 

Horse  Radish  41 

Ornamental  Trees  HI 

Peaches  104-105 

Pears  105 

Plums,  European  106 

Plums,  Japanese  lOG 

Raspberries  108 

Roses,  Hybrid,  Perpetuals  and  Climb- 
ing   110 

Strawberries  108 

.Seedlings  Forest  Trees HI 

Shrubs,  Hardy  Ornamental 110 


Miscellaneous 


Terms  and  General  Information  About 

Ordering 1 

Freight  Rates  2 

RATEKIN’S  “IIOAIE  GARDEN”  Col- 
lection   41 

Where  We  are  Located 53 

The  Beautiful  Nishna  A’alley  of  South- 
-western Iowa 53 

It  Pays  to  Plant  Good  Seeds 53 

Diamond  .Joe’s  Big  Early  AA’hite 54 

Good  Seed  Corn.  What  is  it?  Method 

of  Selecting  and  Handling 55 

What  the  People  Say  About  Diamond 

.Toe’s  Big  AA’hite 57 

What  Is  Speltz?  Its  Culture 83 

Our  Magnificent  Government  Building  93 


Table  Showing  Quantities  of  Seed 

Usually  Sown  per  Acre 100 

Cyclone  Seeder 99 

Planet  Jr.  Tools  for  1915 1.  99 

Farm  and  Garden  Calender 100 

Terms  and  General  Information  Nur- 
sery Department 103 


Three  Valuable  Free  Premiums 

First:  We  offer  you  absolutely  free  what  we  consider  the  best  and  most  practical  FARM  GUIDE, 
“RATEKIN’S  READY  REFERENCE  BOOK,”  there  is  published.  It  contains  186  pages  of  vital  information 
and  interest  to  the  Farmer,  Gardener,  Truck  Grower,  Ranchman,  Dairyman,  Fruit  Grower  and  Housewife.  It 
contains  chapters  on  all  departments  of  farm  life  and  each  chapter  was  written  by 
government  and  state  agricultural  experts,  practically  covering  every  phase  of  farm 
work,  farm  crops,  farm  life  and  domestic  animals.  These  topics  will  interest  all  classes 
who  handle,  cultivate  or  in  any  way  till  the  soil. 

Among  Topics  that  will  interest  the  farmer,  are  Grasses,  Clovers,  Alfalfa,  Corn; 
its  cultivation,  improvement  and  saving  of  seed,  Sweet  Clover,  Kaffir  Corn,  Cane 
(sorghum).  Potato  Culture,  Red  Clover,  Silos  and  how  to  build  them.  Dairy  Herd, 
Heating  the  Orchard,  Grafting,  Preparing  Land  for  Orchard,  The  Split  Log  Drag,  Sheep 
raising  and  many  other  topics  of  practical  value — worth  knowing. 

Among  Topics  that  will  interest  the  farmer’s  wife,  are.  Raising  Chickens, 
Turkeys,  Squabs,  Ducks,  Geese,  Care  of  Milk,  Home  Cheese  Making,  Handling  Eggs, 
Fattening  Fowls  for  Market,  Strawberries,  Grapes,  Dewberries,  Currants,  Fruits  of  all 
kinds,  also  many  other  useful  things  you  often  want  to  refer  to  for  reliable  authentic 
information. 

The  “RATEKIN’S  Farm  Guide  and  Ready  Reference  Book”  is  nicely  printed, 
well  bound  and  the  information  contained  is  reliable.  This  Book  will  be  of  great  value 
to  you  and  is  free. 

We  will  send  you  a copy  of  “The  RATEKIN’S  FARM  GUIDE  and  READY  REFERENCE  BOOK”  FREE 
for  an  order  of  $5.00  worth,  or  more.  Farm  and  Garden  Seeds,  if  you  will  mention  it  when  you  send  us  your 
order. 

BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR  THIS  BOOK 


Free  Premium,  No.  2 

“VEGETABLE  GARDENING”  by  Samuel  B.  Green.  A manual  on  growing  vegetables  for  home  use, 
truck  growers  and  market  gardeners,  treating  on  rotation  of  crops,  garden  tillage,  implements,  seed  growing, 
injurious  insects  to  vegetables,  plants,  etc.,  etc.,  method  of  destroying  them,  garden  herbs  with  a complete 
classification  of  vegetables,  vines,  etc.  This  Book  is  a thorough,  practical  and  comprehen- 
sive guiu.e  to  vegetable  gardening  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  farmer  and  garden- 
er. It  contains  265  pages  fully  illustrated. 

OUR  SPECIAL  OFFER:  I will  send  one  copy  of  this  BOOK  FREE,  upon  request  with 
every  order  for  Garden  Seeds,  strictly,  amounting  to  $5.00  or  $10.00  worth  of  Farm  and  Gar- 
den Seeds.  If  you  do  not  require  $5.00  or  $10.00  worth  of  Seeds,  get  busy  among  your 
friends  and  get  them  to  send  their  orders  along  with  you  and  thus  obtain  a copy  of  THIS 
VALUABLE  BOOK  FREE. 

This  offer  does  not  include  any  other  premiums  or  discounts,  and  is  good  for  and  ap- 
plies to  seeds  at  straight  Catalogue  prices  only,  by  pkt.,  ounce,  pint,  quart,  pound  or  bushel 
prices. 

SEND  YOUR  ORDERS  ALONG  AND  BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR  THIS  BOOK  AT  TIME 
YOU  SEND  YOUR  ORDERS. 


Free  Premium,  No.  3 

THE  WORLD  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  AT  A GLANCE:  The  World  on  one  side,  the  United 

States  on  the  other.  The  Map  of  the  World  is  printed  on  a black  ground  with  printed  matter  in  white,  mak- 
ing it  easy  to  read.  It  also  has  white  lines  clearly  showing  more  distances  than  any  other  Map.  The  oceans, 
lands,  countries  and  capitols  are  bright  contrasting  colors.  The  seventeen  flags  of  the  United  States  and  the 
flags  and  coat-of-arms  of  all  nations,  in  their  true  colors,  are  here  in  all  their  splendor. 

Wonderful  Bible  Information:  How  many  books,  chapters,  verses,  words  and  letters  does  the  BIBLE 

contain?  How  many  books  are  classified  as  history,  poetry,  prophecy,  law,  epistels?  Which  books  are  ex- 
actly alike?  How  many  times  is  the  name  of  our  Savior  mentioned?  In  how  many  languages  is  THE 
BIBLE  published. 

Many  Other  Things:  This  marvelous  map  of  knowledge  possess.  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  Black 
Map  are  the  portraits  of  our  twenty-seven  Presidents  and  their  biographies  and  a complete  map  of  the  United 
States.  You  can  get  more  education  from  them  than  you  can  in  a year’s  study  of  books.  This  age  is  the  most 
progressive  era  in  all  history.  You  must  have  knowledge  to  keep  up  with  the  times.  KNOWLEDGE  IS 
POWER.  Abraham  Lincoln  said,  “I  will  study  hard  and  get  an  education;  maybe  my  chance  will  come.” 
Daniel  Webster  said:  “Gold  that  buys  education  cannot  be  lost.” 

Our  Liberal  Offer 

The  regular  price  of  this  combination  Wall  Map  is  $2.00.  It  has  the  two  maps  printed  on  each  side  of 
a single  sheet  of  heavy  map  paper.  Size  25x40.  We  will  send  you  this  great  Double  Map,  prepaid,  for  your 
order  for  $5.00  worth  of  Garden  and  Flower  Seeds. 

This  offer  does  not  include  any  other  premiums  or  discounts  and  is  good  for  and  applies  on  seeds  at 
straight  Catalogue  prices  only,  by  pkt.,  ounce,  pound,  pint  and  quart. 

SEND  YOUR  ORDERS  ALONG  AND  BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR  THIS  VALUABLE  MAP  AT  THE  TIME 
YOU  SEND  YOUR  ORDERS. 


Valuable  Books  You  Should  Have  and  Should  Read 

BOOKS — We  Furnish  the  Following  Books  Postpaid: 

Beading:  is  but  another  department  of  grardening:.  Bvenings  may  be  devoted  to  reading:  some  good  books  very  profitably. 
Select  such  as  are  of  special  interest)  read,  make  notes  of  valuable  suggestions  and  plan  to  carry  them  out  in  your  work.  It  pays 
to  keep  posted  on  all  new  methods.  Often  a single  item  will  be  found  worth  many  times  the  price  of  the  book. 


VEGETABLE  GABDENING.  Tenth  Edition 
— Kevised  1909.  By  Samuel  B.  Green.  Profes- 
sor of  Horticulture  in  the  University  of  Min- 
nesota. A manual  on  the  growing  of  vege- 
tables for  home  use  and  market.  New  edition 
just  out.  Indispensable  to  farmers  and  gar- 
deners everywhere.  12  mo.  260  pages.  122  il- 
lustrations. Price,  $1.00. 

AMATEUB  FBUIT  GBOWING,  by  Samuel 
B.  Green,  a practical  guide  to  the  growing  of 
fruit  for  home  use  and  the  market,  written 
with  special  reference  to  a cold  climate.  Il- 
lustrated. 134  pp.  Price,  12  mo.  cloth,  $0.50; 
paper,  25  cents. 

POPUEAB  FBUIT  GBOWING,  by  Samuel  B. 

Green,  Professor  of  Horticulture  and  Forestry 
in  the  University  of  Minnesota.  A thoroughly 
practical  work  treating  on  the  factors  of  suc- 
cessful fruit  growing,  orchard  protection,  in- 
sects injurious  to  fruits,  diseases  injurious  to 
fruits,  spraying  and  spraying  apparatus,  har- 
vesting and  marketing,  principles  of  plant 
growth,  propagation  of  fruit  plants,  pome 
fruits,  stone  fruits,  grapes,  small  fruits,  nuts, 
etc.  Profusely  illustrated.  300  pages.  6x7 
inches.  Price,  cloth,  $1.00  postpaid. 

THE  GOED  MINE  IN  THE  FBONT  YABD, 
by  C.  S.  Harrison.  A book  about  flowers,  both 
for  ornamentation  and  commercial  culture,  writ- 
ten with  special  reference  to  Northwestern  conditions.  Illus- 
trated. 280  pages.  Price,  12  mo.  cloth,  $1.00. 

EVEBGBEENS  AND  HOW  TO  GBOW  THEM,  by  t.  S.  Harri- 
son. A complete  guide  to  selection  and  growth  of  evergreens  for 

Eleasure  and  profit,  from  seed  and  nursery,  to  wind-breaks,  and 
edges.  Illustrated.  Price,  12  mo.  cloth,  100  pages,  60  cents ; 
paper,  25  cents. 

FABM  WIND-BBEAKS  AND  SHEETEB  BEETS,  by  Samuel 
B.  Green.  A manual  of  tree  planting  for  wind-breaks  and 
shelter  with  description  of  the  most  suitable  trees  hardy  enough 
to  stand  Northwestern  conditions.  Practical  cultural  directions 
from  seed  to  maturity.  Illustrated.  69  pages.  Price,  paper, 
26  cents. 

EEEMENTS  OF  AGBICUETUBE,  by  J.  H.  Sheppard  and  J.  C. 
McDowell,  a complete  treatise  on  practical  agriculture,  covering 
plant  and  animal  breeding,  thoroughly  illustrated.  A complete 
text  book  adopted  in  public  and  agricultural  schools  throughout 
the  Northwest.  12  mo.  cloth,  100  pages.  Price,  $1.00. 

TWO  NEW  BOOKS 

QUACK  GBASS  EBADICATION,  by  P.  B.  Crane.  A book 
which  gives  complete  details  for  killing  and  positively  destroy- 
ing quack  grass.  Price,  $1.00. 

AGBICUETUBE  FOE  YOUNG  FOEKS,  by  A.  D.  Wilson.  A 
book  compiled  for  use  of  teaching  agriculture  in  simple,  yet  a 
very  effective  manner.  It  deals  with  the  basic  principles  of 
every  day  agriculture  and  tends  to  create  an  Interest  in  local 
farming  conditions  and  increases  the  desire  of  the  reader  to 
apply  the  principles  and  methods  explained  and  watch  the  re- 
sults of  such  experiments.  The  best  book  for  the  amateur  and 


an  ideal  book  for  rural  school  work.  Profusely  illustrated  with 
halftones  and  special  drawings.  Price,  postpaid,  $1.00. 

Alfalfa.  F.  D.  Coburn.  Illustrated.  Cloth;  164  pages $0.60 

Art  of  Propagation.  Treats  of  trees  and  plants.  Paper;  31 

pages  30 

Asparagus  Culture.  F.  M.  Hexamer.  Illustrated.  Cloth;  174 

pages  60 

Berry  Book,  The  Biggie.  Cloth.  126  pages 60 

Cabbage  and  Cauliflower.  By  Allen.  Cloth 60 

Carrots  and  Mangels.  Gregory.  Paper 30 

Celery  Manual.  Vaughan’s.  Paper 26 

Farm  Gardening  and  Seed  Growing.  By  Orange  Judd 1.00 

Fertilizers.  Gregory.  Paper 40 

Forcing  Book,  The.  By  Prof.  Bailey.  A manual  of  the  culti- 
vation of  vegetables  in  glass  houses.  86  illustrations. 

Cloth;  266  pages 1.26 

Gardening  for  Pleasure.  Henderson.  Cloth;  398  pages 1.60 

Gardening  for  Profit.  Henderson.  Latest  edition.  Cloth;  369 

pages  1.60 

Grape  Cnltnrist.  Fuller’s.  Cloth.  150  illustrations 1.60 

Grape  Growing  and  Wine  Making.  G.  Husmann.  Cloth;  265 

pages 1.60 

Hardy  Plants,  A Plea  for.  By  Elliott.  Illustrated.  Cloth ; 

76  pages 1.60 

Hints  and  Helps  for  Young  Gardeners.  By  H.  D.  Hemen- 

way.  Illustrated.  Cloth 36 

How  to  Plan  Home  Grounds.  Parsons.  Cloth;  246  pages..  1.00 

Insects  and  Insecticides.  By  C.  M.  Weed.  Illustrated.  334 

pages 1.60 

Mushroom  Culture.  Robinson.  Cloth.  Illustrated.  165  pages  .60 


New  Onion  Culture.  By  Greiner.  Cloth;  110  pages 60 

Onions,  Treatise  On.  By  Gregory.  Paper;  66  pages 30 

Potato  Culture,  The  A B C of.  By  A.  I.  Root.  Paper;  285 

pages 60 

Practical  Garden  Book,  The.  Hunn  & Bailey.  Cloth;  250 

pages  1.00 

Pruning  Book,  The.  By  L.  H.  Bailey.  Illustrated.  545  pages  1.60 
Bhubarb  Culture,  The  New.  Morse.  A complete  guide. 

Cloth;  130  pages 60 

Bose,  The.  By  H.  B.  Ellwanger.  Cloth;  308  pages 1.26 

Boses.  Illustrated.  Cloth;  189  pages l.io 

Strawberry  Culture,  A B C of.  Terry.  Paper;  232  pages 60 

Sweet  Potato  Culture.  J.  Fitz.  86  pages.  Cloth 50 

Tobacco  Culture.  Paper;  50  pages 26 

Tomato  Culture.  A.  I.  Root.  Paper;  150  pages 40 

Window  Flower  Garden.  Heinrich’s.  Illustrated.  Cloth 60 

FARM  BOOKS 


FIVE  HUNDRED  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED  ABOUT  SWINE, 
by  L.  H.  Cooch.  This  manual  is  practically  a complete  veterin- 
ary book  for  swine  breeders.  Not  only  does  it  contain  answers 
to  questions  concerning  diseases  of  swine,  but  it  also  fully  and 
carefully  compares  the  different  breeds,  treats  of  breeding,  feed- 
ing and  pasturing.  Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

THIRTY  DAIRY  RATIONS.  Thirty  complete  balanced  dairy 
rations.  Treats  also  of  the  feeding  and  care  of  dairy  cows,  by 
H.  C.  Carpenter.  Illustrated.  Price,  paper,  26  cents. 

FEEDING  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  EIVE  STOCK,  by  Thomas 
Shaw.  A series  of  lectures  on  the  principles  covering  selection, 
feeding,  breeding,  management  and  marketing  of  cattle,  sheep 
and  swine.  100  pages.  Price,  8 mo.  cloth,  $1.00;  stiff  cover,  60 
cents. 

FABM  BEACKSMITHING,  a complete  treatise  on  blacksmlth- 
Ing  by  J.  M.  Drew,  written  for  farmers  who  want  a workshop 
where  they  can  profitably  spend  stormy  days.  Ulustrated,  100 
pages.  Price,  12  mo.  cloth,  60  cents. 

THE  COUNTRY  KITCHEN.  Nine  hundred  tried  and  tested 
recipes  suited  to  the  country  and  contributed  by  readers  of  The 
Farmer.  The  most  popular  and  practical  cook  book  on  the 
market.  164  pages.  Price,  12  mo.  cloth,  60  cents ; paper,  26  cents. 

GRASSES  AND  HOW  TO  GBOW  THEM,  by  Thomas  Shaw, 
covering  name  and  character  of  all  the  principal  grasses  in 
America;  temporary  and  permanent  pastures;  methods  in  mak- 
ing hay,  etc.  Illustrated,  463  pages.  Price,  12  mo.  cloth,  $1.60. 

WEEDS  AND  HOW  TO  ERADICATE  THEM,  by  Thomas 
Shaw,  giving  the  names  of  the  most  troublesome  weed  pests  east 
and  west  and  successful  methods  of  destroying  them.  Price,  16 
mo.  cloth,  210  pages,  60  cents;  paper,  26  cents. 

POULTRY  BOOKS 

Contain  information  that  is  exact  and  reliable  on  every  point  in 
practical  and  fancy  poultry  keeping,  on  large  or  small  scale — 
on  a city  lot,  the  village  place  or  the  farm. 

EGG  MONEY,  HOW  TO  INCREASE  IT, 
by  H.  A.  Nourse.  A book  of  complete  and 
reliable  information  on  the  mort  profitable 
production  of  eggs  on  the  city  lot,  the  vil- 
lage acre  and  the  farm.  The  instruction  in 
this  book  will  make  the  “200  eggs  a year 
hen’’  a reality  for  the  intelligent  poultry 
man.  128  pages,  completely  illustrated. 
Price,  paper,  26  cents. 

POUETRY  MANUAE,  by  Frauklane  L. 
Sewell  and  Ida  E.  Tilson.  A safe  guide  to 
successful  poultry  culture  in  all  its  branches, 
fancy  and  practical:  breeding  and  feeding; 
diseases  and  remedies;  how  to  make  farm 
poultry  pay,  etc.,  etc.  12  mo.  148  pages. 
Price  60  cents;  paper,  26  cents.  (40th  thousand.) 

POUETRY  HOUSES,  COOPS  AND  EQUIP- 
MENTS, by  H.  A.  Nourse  (editor  of  the 
Poultry  Herald).  A book  of  newest  plans  for 
building  practical  up-to-date  poultry  bouses, 
with  description  of  coops,  fixtures  and  poultry 
utensils  for  the  farm  or  village  poultry  keeper. 

Profusely  illustrated.  100  pages.  Price,  paper, 

26  cents. 

CHICKS:  HATCHING  AND  BEARING,  by 
H.  A.  Nourse.  A manual  of  dependable  in- 
struction in  Incubating,  brooding,  bousing  and 
developing  tvinners  and  layers,  fattening,  kill- 
ing and  marketing  broilers  and  roasting  chick- 
ens. 126  pages,  fully  illustrated.  Price,  paper, 

26  cents. 

TURKEYS.  DUCKS  AND  GEESE,  by  H.  A.  Nourse  and  Geo. 
H.  Polland.  It  tells  plainly  and  fully  how  to  do  every  detail  of 
the  work  of  breeding,  hatching,  rearing,  fattening,  dressing, 
marketing  and  developing,  fitting,  showing  and  selling  for  all 
purposes.  This  Information  will  enable  anyone  to  succeed  in 
this  work  and  save  disappointment  and  needless  loss  of  money. 
128  pages,  fully  illustrated.  Price,  paper,  60  cents. 
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Ratekin's 


Choice  Collections 


OF  HARDY.  IRON-CLAD  NORTHERN  GROWN  NURSERY  STOCK 

ALL,  COLLECTIONS  BY  EXPRESS  AT  PURCHASER’S  EXPENSE. 


RATEKIN’S  BIG  BARGAIN  OFFER 


Collection  No.  5 


Collection  No.  1 

Here  is  Your  Chance  to  Buy  Your 
Trees  Right 


2 Delicious  Apple,  4 to  5 ft 

2 Bokiira  Peach,  4 to  5 ft 

2 Montmorency  Cherry,  4 to  5 ft. 

2 Burbank  Plum,  4 to  5 ft 

2 Kieffer  Pear,  4 to  5 ft 

1 Early  Golden  Apricot,  4 to  5 ft. 


$3.00 
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20  Apple  Trees 

3 Pear  Trees 

5 Plum  Trees 

M ^ 1 

6 Peach  Trees 

6 Currants 

W V 

6 Gooseberries 

12  Raspberries 

SC  H 

5 Pie  Plant 

4 to  5 feet  high 
4 to  5 feet  high 
4 to  5 feet  high 
3 to  4 feet  high 
2 years  old 
2 years  old 
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ORDER  this  collection  now.  Pin  a $10  Postofllce  Order. 
E.xpress  Order  or  Check  to  this  sheet  and  mall  it  to  us  today. 
These  plants  are  absolutely  good,  strong,  sturdy  boys,  A No.  1 
In  every  respect,  and  don’t  forget  that  my  price  of  $10  for  this 
wonderful  collection  of  88  plants  is  absolutely  cost  price  to  us. 
We  want  your  business,  of  course,  but  first  of  all  we  want  to 
show  you  that  we  have  the  goods,  therefore  we  are  making 
you  this  great,  big  bargain  offer.  ORDER  IT  NOW. 


u 

E 

U 

< 


u 

Di 

U 


(/) 

U 

H 

U 


< 

> 


- 

f 2 Jonathan 

1 5 Northwestern  Greening 

Apples 

1 3 Duchess  of  Oldenburg 
L5  Wealthy 

Pears 

(2  Abundance 

Plums 

(.1  AVickson 

Peaches 

] 3 Elberta 

1 3 Bokara  No.  3 

Currants 

S 3 Cherry 
1 3 Fay’s  Prolific 

Gooseberries. . 

( 6 Cumberland 
i 6 Kansas 

Raspberries. . . 

S 3 Downing 
} 3 Houghton 

Pie  Plant 
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Collection  No.  2 


Collection  No.  6 

1 Capt.  Hayward  (Bright  Red)  Rose 

1 Frau  Karl  Druschke  (White)  Rose 

1 Mrs.  John  Laing  (Pink)  Rose 

1 Gruss  an  Teplltz  (Dark  Red)  Rose 

1 SoHel  d’Orr  (Copper  Yellow)  Rose 

1 Madam  Chas.  Wood  (Fiery-red)  Rose... 

You  will  have  roses  in  bloom  every  week  from  June  until 
frost.  Hardy,  2 yr.  old  Field  Grown  on  own  roots. 


$2.00 


Collection  No.  7 


1 Snowball,  2 to  3 ft 

1 Hydrangea,  2 to  3 ft 

1 Lilac,  2 to  3 ft 

1 Bridal  Wreath,  2 to  3 ft. 
1 Weigella  Rosea,  2 to  3 ft 
1 Syrlnga,  2 to  3 ft..' 


$1.50 


Collection  No.  8 


STRAWBERRIES 

50  Baldwin’s  Pride 1 

50  Senator  

50  Warfield f AAbVV 

10  Everbearing 

Collection  No.  9 


STRAWBERRIES 

50  Bederwood 

50  Senator 

50  Baldwin’s  Pride 

25  Myer’s  Seedling 


$1.50 


2 Yellow  Transparent  Apple,  5 to  6 ft... 

2 Wealthy  Apple,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Jonathan  Apple,  5 to  (>  ft 

2 Early  Richmond  Cherry,  5 to  6 ft 

1 Montmorency  Cherry,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Abundance  Plum,  5 to  0 ft 

1 Wickson  Plum,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Elberta  Peach,  5 to  6 ft 

3 Perfection  Currants,  2 yrs.  old 

2 White  Grape  Currants,  2 yrs.  old 

1 Bokara  No.  3 Peach,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Kieffer  Pear,  5 to  6 ft 

1 Russian  Apricot,  5 to  6 ft 

3 Downing  Gooseberries,  2 yrs.  old 

2 Houghton  Goosel)erries,  2 yrs.  old 

6 Cumberland  Raspberries  (Black  Caps) . 

6 Cuthbert  Raspberries  (Red) 

6 Eldorado  Blackberries 

(1  Snyder  Blackberries 

Collection  No.  3 

2 Red  June  Apple,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Red  Astrachan  Apple,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Delicious  Apple,  S'  to  6 ft 

2 Large  Montmorency  Cherry,  5 to  6 ft.... 

2 Damson  Plum,  5 to  6 ft 

2 Elberta  Peach,  5 to  0 ft 

2 Stearns  Peach,  5 to  6 ft 

3 Worden  Grape,  2 yrs.  old 

3 Moore’s  Earl.v  Grape,  2 yrs.  old 

3 Downing  Gooseberries,  2 yrs.  old 

3 North  Star  Currants,  2 yrs.  old 

Collection  No.  4 

0 Concord  Grapes,  2 yrs.  old 

0 Moore’s  Early  Grapes,  2 yrs.  old 

3 Downing  Gooseberries,  2 yrs.  old 

3 Houghton  Gooseberries,  2 yrs.  old 

3 Pay’s  Prolific  Currants.  2 yrs.  old 

3 London  Alarket  Currants,  2 yrs.  old 

12  Cumberland  Raspberries 

3 St.  Regis  Raspberries 

6 Merserean  Blackberries  

12  Rathbun  Blackberries 


$7.50 


$5.00 


$3.00 


Collection  No.  10 


1 Blue  Rambler  (Blue)  Rose 

1 Dorothy  Perkins  (Pink)  Rose.- 
1 Crimson  Rambler  (Red)  Rose.. 


$1.00 


Just  think  of  it  3 beautiful  Climbing  Roses  delivered  to 
you  for  $1.00,  postpaid. 


1200  Acres  Nursery  to 
Select  Your  Orders  From 

Our  Nursery  Catalog  is  Free 
for  the  Asking 

QUALITY  OF  STOCK.  Our  trees  and  plants  are  well  and 
carefully  raised,  and  grafting  and  budding  are  done  by  ex- 
perienced workmen.  I dig  with  the  most  modern  tree  diggers, 
and  you  get  practically  all  the  roots  there  are  on  a tree.  Noth- 
ing is  left  undone  to  insure  w’ell  developed,  straight  trees,  with 
good  even  tops  and  without  forks.  You  will  find  my  trees 
graded  to  the  sizes  given  in  this  catalogue,  and  you  will  get 
just  what  You  ordered.  Our  soil  is  especially  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  first-class  nursery  stock,  and  our  rather  severe 
climate  Insures  vigorous,  hardy  stock,  that  can  stand  the  raw, 
cold  winters  and  the  hot,  dry  summers.  I can  point  to  good 
orchards  from  my  Nurseries,  in  the  Dakotas,  ns  well  as  In 
California,  Missouri,  and  New  York.  You  make  no  mistake  in 
purchasing  your  trees  of  me. 

ABOUT  MY  PRICES.  I know  the  professional  tree  agent  is 
continually  talking  against  me.  He  will  tell  you  that  my 
trees  are  no  good;  that  because  they  are  so  much  cheaper  they 
are  not  budded  or  grafted  right ; he  will  insist  that  his  varie- 
ties are  the  only  ones  that  grow  in  your  climate.  He  is  natur- 
ally fighting  hard  to  make  a sale,  as  he  is  well  aware  that  he 
cannot  compete  with  my  prices.  He  has  hotel  bills,  livery 
bills,  and  car  fare  to  pay,  in  order  to  see  his  customers  per- 
sonally. This  comes  very  high,  and  he  must  add  these  ex- 
penses to  his  prices,  while  I send  you  a catalogue  at  a total 
cost  of  10c  each.  This  accounts  for  my  low  prices. 

Address  RATEKIN  NURSERY  CO.,  Shenandoah,  Iowa. 
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